
His warning was that God's
judgment would come on them if
they did not bear fruit that shows
a heart of true repentance. They
believed that just because they
were born into the nation of Israel,
that they would be acceptable to
God. They thought since we have
Abraham as our biological father,
we will receive all the promises
that were made to him. This is a
dramatic shift in their thinking.
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Q What was John's message to Israel?

A
"Repent, for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand." John was
saying the people needed to
prepare themselves to hear the
message of the messiah because
he was coming. His kingdom
coming meant the people needed
to respond in kind, to flee sin and
prepare themselves to receive the
king.

Q What was John communicating with
how he dressed, ate, and where he
preached?

A He was fulfilling the passage in
Isaiah 40. Isaiah was proclaiming
the glory of God would come, and
now Matthew is saying that Jesus
as God in the flesh was fulfilling
this promise.

Q What was John's warning to the
Pharisees and Sadducees? Why did
they think they were already a part
of God's people?

A

Q How are John and Jesus' baptisms
different?

A John's baptism is one of water
that prepares the people to hear
the message of the Gospel. Jesus'
baptism is one that gives a new
heart and the Holy Spirit that
brings forgiveness and cleansing.

Q What does this teach you about God,
about Christ, and about yourself?

A This shows the determination and
faithfulness of God to fulfill his
promises. It also shows his justice
because he will not give his mercy
to those who continue to remain
stubborn in their sins. It shows
that Christ is God and Christ came
to fulfill all that God had promised.
It is through Jesus that all the
promises of the Old Testament,
including the promises made to
Abraham, come through. It causes
you and me to examine our own
hearts to see what our response is
to this message about what Jesus
did and about who he is.

A
John was saying by what he wore
and ate, that he was the promised
'Elijah.' He was the prophet that
was pointing to the coming of the
messiah. Malachi prophesied that
Elijah would come before the
messiah, and John is the fulfillment
of that prophecy. His message in
the wilderness was where God was
going to begin to do his work of
restoring the people back to him
(Isaiah 41, 43), and that God was
going to do a new work that would
transform the heart to love him
and obey him.

Q Whose message does Matthew say
that John was fulfilling?


