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Josh: We have Pastor Ritch and Pastor Claude back with us. Thanks for being able to 

join us. This is the last Better Together for the year. So we’ll finish up our Making the 

Most of Christmas series. We talked about doing devotions together as a family. We 

talked about sharing the Gospel during the Christmas season. Then tonight we’re thinking 

about unique spiritual challenges or relational challenges that happen during the holidays. 

It’s maybe something that we don’t think about as frequently. Or at least it’s not sung 

about as frequently or put on signs all around us. But Christmas and the holiday season 

and the end of the year can actually be a very discouraging time, a lonely time, a grieving 

time for a variety of reasons. That’s something to keep in mind. How do we handle those 

things well? So we’ll talk about that.  

 

Hopefully the livestream is up and going now. We’ll have that number out there for 

anyone who wants to text. In here, if you want to text, or you can raise your hand, or you 

can kind of shout out. So it can be on the topic or it can be just a question that you have 

and we’ll try to make it to it. Making the Most of Christmas: Unique Spiritual Challenges 

Around the Holidays. So we think about either the grief that comes, loss. We think about 

sometimes financial difficulties that come at the end of the year. We think about family 

dynamics. Sometimes if you have a child that is living a lifestyle that is sinful or even has 

a relationship or a partner and then they’re coming and coming into your home or in the 

family environment. There are just a lot of things that actually can make Christmas a 

tough time. So I don’t know if in your pastoral experience and counseling, if there are 

some issues that come to mind from people that you’ve encountered even this last year or 

couple of years. 

 

Ritch: What do you think, Pastor Claude? 

 

Claude: I think that grief is generally one of those emotions or feelings that hangs a 

person’s face and struggle with doing this time. We start to think about especially, in my 

time of pastoring I’ve noticed that people begin to think about family members. 

Generally, this time is family time. So maybe the matriarch of the family or the patriarch 

is gone or things of those nature, or maybe the husband or wife. So that becomes a 

struggle for persons. Sometimes it’s tough even as a pastor to minister, because you 

sometimes struggle with helping them understand that God is faithful even in this time.  

 

Ritch: That’s good. You’re exactly right! The message of Christmas is good news for all 

peoples, and that’s not just peoples who are having no trials in their life or no difficulties 

from this season. I think some of the answer to it anyway is to enter deeper into the 

Christmas story rather than just at the level that our culture kind of engages with the 

Christmas story.  



We kind of have a little bit of a view that Christmas should be, and then we fill in the 

blank. We typically have Christmas should be, and we think of family dinners or there is 

sort of this idyllic everybody is getting along and having a great time and enjoying and 

there are lots of presents under the tree. For many, God blesses to allow that to happen in 

this world, in this fallen world. But I think of the Christmas story.  

 

One of the stories that stands out as I think of tough times at Christmas is the tough time 

at the first Christmas. So Herod goes out and says, “Let’s kill every child under two. This 

was a wicked man, but he also was operating underneath the sovereign ordination of God 

in this. It wasn’t like, “Oh, I didn’t foresee this.” God is not the author of evil, but He’s 

not the victim of evil either and He prophesied that this would happen in Jeremiah. That’s 

why Matthew, when he tells the story, Matthew immediately thinks about Jeremiah, who 

is called “the weeping prophet.”  

 

Matthew 2:18 “A voice was heard in Ramah, weeping and loud lamentation, Rachel 

weeping for her children, she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.”  

 

This is the first Christmas. This is a time when the angels are singing in heaven and a 

time when the shepherds are rejoicing. The Magi come shortly after this. Well, it’s right 

during the Magi time. It reminds us that now is not heaven time. Christmas tells us of 

heaven. It guarantees heaven. It guarantees an eternity with God. It guarantees us a 

relationship with God now. But interwoven in this sort of very idyllic Christmas story is 

this horrible scene which I have never seen represented in anyone’s home. I see the 

picture of the shepherds and the angels. I see the picture of the Magi and the infant Jesus 

in a manger. I’ve never seen any depiction of Herod’s violence and I wouldn’t want to. 

But at the same time, I don’t want to forget that it’s part of the story that God is telling.  

 

In the midst of pain and suffering, Christmas tells us there is hope. If we have the 

expectation that Christmas tells us that everything in this world is the way it ought to be, 

we really are going to get depressed at Christmas time. There are so many reminders that 

this world is not the way it’s supposed to be. But if we consider Christmas for what it 

really is, it’s that God brings hope in the midst of our pain, in the midst of a time when 

I’ve lost my husband or child or wife. Brother Claude here is going through it this year. 

His wife has cancer and is struggling with some things. So you’re dealing with this very 

thing in a very real way. So all those problems, I think the call for us is to enter deeper 

into the story, where the real hope is.  

 

Josh: I think the power of the Gospel in the Scriptures is that it does, like you said, it’s 

good news for all people. It’s different than a superficial good news that sometimes is a 

more secular message of any particular offer of good news. But even Christmas, it’s good 

news, and then if it falls short of addressing the real problem and the real solution, then 

yes, it does become a very empty or hollow celebration and the gospel speaks to both.  

 

I think as a church family, this is something that we encounter kind of regularly. Romans 

chapter 12 talks about weep with those who weep and rejoice with those who rejoice. But 

I guess practically, what does that look like as a church family where we want to 



celebrate and we don’t want to rain on somebody’s parade, but we also want to be able to 

grieve with those who are grieving? How do we do that well, where we don’t just trample 

on somebody’s grief, but we also don’t rain on somebody’s right rejoicing and feel bad 

for grieving or feel bad for celebrating? How do we do that well as a church family?  

 

Ritch: That’s good! 

 

Claude: I think that is an excellent question and an excellent challenge. I think what it 

goes toward is that we as a family have to know how to really begin what I call 

comforting. Comfort those who are struggling, but at the same time, guiding them to 

hope. Remember that it’s a message of hope. “God in His faithfulness sent us a redeemer. 

You’re not alone. He still purposed you.” So as that hope and comfort, which should 

really be the driving force to reach some people who are struggling, who are dealing with 

it. You can never go wrong.  

 

Ritch: That’s really good. I think of our song that we just sang, which has some really 

great words. It calls us to rejoice in Emmanuel and yet, it acknowledges some hard 

things. It says “Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, And death’s dark shadows put to 

flight.” So it’s a prayer, but it’s acknowledging those things exist, that those things are 

real. I think first, we might acknowledge the gloomy clouds, death’s dark shadows. It’s 

that we wouldn’t enter into this sort of, I don’t know if “idyllic” is the right word, but it’s 

a kind of Christmas where, “Let’s just pretend for a moment that everything is great.” But 

we can enter into that there are dark clouds. We expected that because the same 

prophecies that prophesied of a King who would defeat evil also prophesied that we as 

sinners who deserve judgment, are going to walk through some hard things in this world 

that is in rebellion against God.  

 

He is even using those. I love that other phrase, “O Come Thou Wisdom from on high, 

And order all things far and nigh, To us the path of knowledge show, And cause us in her 

ways to go.” So it’s the wisdom of God that helps us to see that these terrible things are 

not purposeless for God’s people. So we’re asking for wisdom to help order these things 

because really, our despair, I’ll use the word “despair,” only comes from disordered 

thinking about current distress. If we have wisdom from on high, we will not be in 

despair. God is not a God of despair. His wisdom doesn’t lead us to despair. If we’re in 

despair, we need the wisdom of God. We don’t have access to that in ourselves except 

through Christ, who was born at Christmas to be our wisdom.  

 

You know that passage in 1 Corinthians 1 that contrasts the foolishness of man and the 

wisdom of God. I’ll have to bring it up. Verse 30, I think it is, talks about Christ, who is 

our wisdom from God and our righteousness and our sanctification and our redemption. 

So here are these great titles for Christ. He is our wisdom. So if we want to have wisdom, 

we have to have Christ and hear Christ’s voice. Christmas is a time to call each other first 

to acknowledge the gloomy nights and the dark shadows of death, but then to say, but 

Christ dispels the darkness of this for us. And to do that in a way that is not outside, 

because none of us live outside the pain of this present world that comes alongside a 

person.  



And yet, I think as believers, that’s what is unique about Christian fellowship. I don’t just 

want a pat on my back saying, “I’m sorry for you.” I need hope. “I’m sorry” is 

comforting maybe for a little while, but it doesn’t bring hope. What brings hope is that 

God sent His Son, who is our redemption and who is our ultimate victor and there is a 

future day. There is a future day. Right now, we get to experience Christ, but also, He 

tells us we’re still living in a world that there is going to be a lot of pain and suffering. 

There is going to be one day, we think of it and Christmas kind of pushes us toward that, 

where there will be no more crying. There will be no more pain. There will be no more 

suffering. So the Christian is always living in the present by faith, but in the future by 

hope. 

 

Josh: Yes. I think of what Jesus said. “In this world, you will have trouble, but take heart. 

I have overcome the world.” That’s the promise that we have in Jesus. I think it just 

forces us to make the holiday about the good news of Christ, every holiday or occasion 

we have for remembrance, to make it about Christ. You think about the need that we have 

for God to be great and how great He proves Himself to be. A lot of the holidays and the 

seasons that are given even in the Old Testament for the people of God to celebrate, 

they’re not just all fun and games. You think about the apostles. There was a clear 

recognition that this is a dark time. This is a hard, heavy thing. Yet, we’re going to 

ponder these truths because of the hope, the hope of a God who is a Savior and who is 

going to save in the future. I think that sometimes if we’re not careful, there is that false 

gospel which is sometimes called the prosperity gospel. It’s this idea that everything is 

good. Everything is going to be good. There are no problems. It’s a false kind of hope 

and then people will despair because that proves to be fake. It proves to be empty. I guess 

what you’re saying is press deeper into the true Gospel, which doesn’t shy away from the 

grief and the pain and the dark shadows, but it also gives hope in the midst of it. 

 

Claude: I think of the Magnificat by Mary. It’s in Luke 1:46-55. Here is a young lady, a 

girl who is going to face some major disruptions in her life. She is away from family. She 

chooses to rejoice. She chooses to magnify God. She chooses to see the hope that God is 

bringing and brings. It goes right back to what you said. (Looking at Pastor Ritch) Man, 

you’re good. You know your Word. But it goes right back to what you were saying, that 

the hope in God is our foundation.     

 

Ritch: That’s right. The challenge for us at Christmas time is to set Christ in front of 

ourselves and then share and speak Christ to one another, which actually seems so 

simple, but even like, my home was a very Christian home. Thank God! My parents were 

Christians. My brothers are Christians. Yet, I can see the temptation almost every year to 

move too quickly to the football game or the feasting. We do a lot to try to intentionally 

keep Christ in front of us. But again, the pull away from that is still very strong for all of 

us. Yet, that’s the source of this comfort and consolation to us. The consolation that was 

given to Israel is the consolation given to us. I’m trying to remember the song that we 

sang this Sunday that talked about Israel’s consolation.  

 

Someone was asking me a sweet, honest question. You know how we use different words 

and they take on different meanings. So someone asked me afterwards, what is this about 



Jesus being Israel’s consolation? Because it seems like the consolation prize is for the 

second place winner. What does this mean? So they were trying to get how Christ is 

exalted and yet He’s the consolation, like He is our second place prize. I said, no, the 

consolation prize is given because here are these folks who are kind of sad because they 

just got beaten and you’re wanting to console them with something. You’re consoling. So 

He is our consolation not in the sense that He is our second place prize, but He is the 

means by which God brings consolation to some of these heartaches.  

 

Josh: I think of Isaiah, that ultimate need for comfort. “O comfort my people.” The 

consoling like a mother who consoles a child who is just totally distraught and saying, 

“It’s okay. It’s going to be okay.” It brings hope and comfort. That’s God speaking 

tenderly to His people after serious judgment because of rebellion. He speaks comfort. 

What is the comfort? How does it come? What form does it take? What hope is there? 

There we find the face of Christ. We find that He is the consolation that we need.  

 

Claude: So, going back to your question, and you guys can help me with this. One of the 

things that I try to encourage persons not to do, especially if they’re comforting people, is 

to say, “I know what you’re going through.” You may have gone through something like 

it or experienced something like it, but maybe I’m not handling it like you did. So we 

have to find a way to really comfort by empathizing. We may never figure out what 

they’re dealing with, but we can figure out ways of showing them that we care, showing 

them that we’re there, and then of course guiding them to, it all goes back to hope. “This 

is not it. You’re purposed. God has purposed you.” There is a saying I usually use. 

Sometimes you have to let people know, “Been there, done that, got the t-shirt and the 

belt buckle. You’re going to make it. It’s going to be alright.”  

 

Ritch: Give them a picture of the future. 

 

Josh: As you talk about how to comfort and engage with people, it really does, to do 

what you’re talking about, turn the corner, to take the time to give hope, to encourage, it 

does take time. That doesn’t happen in sort of a brief moment, a brief slap on the back at 

a service. It’s most meaningfully done through time. I feel like those moments when you 

see someone in deep grief and you realize the limitations of the relationship that you have 

invested for all the previous eleven months and then you’re like, “Whoa! I haven’t built 

the foundation of a relationship to really speak this truth that this person needs to hear.” 

Not that you shy away completely, but you recognize the importance of real relationship, 

investing the time to be able to understand. People don’t care how much you know until 

they know how much you care. Show the love. Compassion is that sort of co-suffering. 

I’m going to bear this weight of grief with you.  

 

A lot of that can manifest through either taking action to show kindness. I know people 

have sometimes brought over a gift to say, “I appreciate what you’ve gone through and 

what you are going through.” Or people will send a text or a card or encouragement or 

offer a prayer or sometimes use hospitality. With my parents being missionaries, I was in 

a different hemisphere than them for a lot of holidays and sometimes separated from 

family. We had a lot of people show hospitality and they shared a bit in our suffering by 



having us over and also by expressing their kindness, of which, I’ve enjoyed the 

hospitality of Pastor Ritch before, too. They let us jump in on their Christmas 

celebrations. They brought us in. There have been so many families that have been 

hospitable to people who are either grieving or people who are either working through a 

challenge, or single, or recently widowed. There are so many ways that hospitality can be 

huge during the holidays. 

 

Claude: Absolutely! Just to piggyback on that, I’m glad you brought that up because 

sometimes, even as pastors, a lot of times the churches that we serve are not necessarily 

the places that we’ve lived and grown up in. I’m from Shreveport, Louisiana and here I 

am in Peoria, Illinois. (Looking at Josh) You’re from all over. (Laughter!) But you 

understand what I’m saying? You’re away from your native what have you. I think 

sometimes, I don’t know. Maybe I’m getting off subject, but sometimes people don’t see 

that and that’s where that hospitality is key. You know, pastors get lonely, too. It’s a real 

thing.  

 

Ritch: That’s the thing. We’re both sheep and shepherds. We’re sheep and we need to be 

shepherded by the Lord, by other shepherds, and we’re also shepherds. We’re given the 

responsibility and that’s part of that.  

 

I think as we talk about this question about the hurt, people who are hurting at Christmas 

time and we kind of gave some different scenarios of difficulty. There is one angle to 

look at it well, how do we minister to them? Hospitality is huge and your point of 

friendship. I still would say it does require the wisdom of God to discern how much truth 

is going to be helpful to the person at the time that they’re in it. It is something that we 

need the wisdom of the Lord because there is no manual that tells us exactly. But it is a 

question we should ask.  

 

I think of the big bird that is bringing a fish back to the nest and they’ve got these little 

chirping guys. That bird doesn’t just drop the big fish in the nest. I guess, and I’m not an 

expert in ornithology on this. But they eat it, chew it up, regurgitate it, put it back in, little 

pieces. Would the little birds benefit if they could eat the big fish? The answer is yes. 

They would benefit, but they can’t. They’re not able to receive that. So it’s delivered in 

the measure, the amount, and the form that is going to bring nutrition. It’s not going to 

bring instant maturity. That never happens. But it brings nutrition. So we’re right to ask 

and consider different people according to what truth, that nourishment of the Gospel and 

this hope we bring. We can always bring something to bring nourishment to wherever the 

person is. But we’re right to consider what is the wisdom of that.  

 

I think of your dad. My friendship with Josh’s dad is very sweet. There have been some 

times in course of my life that I have unwound some trials and I’m going through some 

burdens. Your dad has always been faithful to me. He gives me the whole fish 

(Laughter!) and I’ve always been thankful for it. I don’t know of anybody else who 

would risk giving me the whole fish here, but I need the fish. I need the whole thing right 

now because this is what is going to really help carry me through this. But there is no one 



else that risks it. Does that make sense? Other people pat me on the back and say, “Oh, 

we’re sorry.” But your dad goes, Boom! “You need to change your mindset, dude.” 

 

Josh: The Beakley siblings know this truth, yes. We joke about it like dad doing heart 

surgery. He does heart surgery real quick. (Laughter!) 

 

Ritch: He does it with kindness. He’s not mean about it. He does it with the best and 

sweetest love. But I don’t know if I have a friend who would actually tell it to me that 

straight or that powerful about Christ being sufficient.  

 

So on the other side to look at it, is what about when we have hurts? How do we prepare? 

Again, the challenge for us all is I want to be a person that can take, first, truth at all. 

There are some that will reject even the little. Our hearts can get in a state where we’ve 

kind of adopted, we’ll say, the prosperity gospel. We’ve said, “This is the only thing I’ll 

receive and any gospel that talks about humbling myself before the Lord and that there is 

an issue for me in this whole thing, I’m not going to accept that.” So preparing our hearts 

and saying, “Lord, I really want to receive truth so that friends could actually minister 

Gospel to me.” Rather than destroy relationships, those relationships are made even 

stronger. My relationship with your dad is stronger because of those moments. I’m super 

thankful that he is, faithful are the wounds of a friend, kind of thing. I’m thankful that he 

took the risk. I’m sure he has taken the risk with some too, who have said, “That did it. 

You didn’t treat me the way I wanted to be treated at the time and I’m done.” So on the 

one hand we think how can we minister to other people? But on the other hand, we’re all 

going to be at a place whether it’s this year or some other year where we’re in that 

category and how can we be ready to receive the benefit of the hope of the Gospel? 

 

Josh: Right! I think that true Gospel is a hope that is not the kind of hope that Job’s 

counselors give, where it’s like, “This is all your fault because you must have done the 

wrong things. If you pulled the levers of life the way that we did, if you knew right 

formulas, then all that bad stuff wouldn’t have happened to you. You must be doing 

something wrong.” Sometimes, implicitly we say that in our comfort, where we come to 

someone in grief and we’re pretty quick to say, “Did you try this? Did you do this?” 

We’re kind of throwing some accusations their way and we’re not wrestling with the fact 

that the Gospel doesn’t guarantee us that if we do what pleases God, that all of a sudden 

we are guaranteed ten Christmas presents under the tree. That is that false hope. 

Sometimes just by how we respond to someone in grief, we imply, “I’m the one who did 

it the right way and you need to be more like me,” rather than pointing them to the hope 

of Christ.  

 

Claude: That’s really the essence of the Christmas story. Here are two people who are 

doing what God asked them to do, Joseph and Mary. They faced all kinds of stuff. Mary 

finds out she’s pregnant. She has to tell Joseph. Joseph has to figure out, “Okay, wait a 

minute. Hold on now!” He has to deal with that stigma and he has to be concerned with 

the community. Then you have a king who is a tyrant and insecure, who wants to kill 

him. They have to flee. I mean, there is all kind of stuff just going on. There is no place to 

have the child. I mean, it was jacked up! 



Ritch: Yes, it was. That’s right.  

 

Claude: We sanitize it, but they were in the will of God, purposed by God, and still had 

some stuff they had to deal with. I think that perhaps when we preach, teach and unveil 

the Christmas story to people, we have to give it to them uncut. Hey, this is what was 

going on. I sometimes talk about this. Even with the Nativity, we have it all nice and 

clean. We have the little Nativity sitting out there. That place wasn’t clean, man. 

(Laughter!) They had a whole lot of stuff they had to deal with. But, I don’t want to 

preach. 

 

Ritch: No, that’s good! Keep it going.  

 

Josh: So maybe to switch, because I think that this gives us hopefully some things to 

think about and talk about. But maybe to throw another angle, I’m going to give a 

question that someone sent in and then segue into another angle to think about our times. 

So here’s a question. How can we practically help someone grieving this time of year 

who is making wrong choices in their grief? I don’t know what’s in view here, but 

someone who is sinfully dealing with their grief. I don’t know what’s in view, but you 

could say either they’re giving themselves over to despair or to grumbling or they’re 

giving themselves over to some kind of substance abuse or withdrawing or just some kind 

of enslavement to something. How do we practically move towards that person who is 

dealing with their grief sinfully? 

 

Ritch: Yes. What do you think, Pastor Claude? 

 

Claude: With those type of things, even as I hear the question, it goes back to something 

that Pastor Ritch has said. It comes with that wisdom and the little pieces at a time. But it 

can’t just start now. There has to be some relationships developing. Even if we don’t 

have the relationship with them, we have to figure out who does and minister to those 

who have a relationship with the person and explain and encourage to pray with them. 

Give them some sound advice at this time. We want to see them win. Do you get what 

I’m saying? 

 

Ritch: Yes.  

 

Claude: With those type of things, there definitely has to be relationship.  

 

Ritch: No, that’s right! The first two, I guess one of the things I would check on myself 

on that is how does their sinful response impact me? So if it impacts me with I’m 

frustrated with them because they’re someone super close to me, for instance, I’m 

frustrated with them. I’m a bit angry. I’m a little miffed at them. Then the first order of 

business is to be controlled by God’s Spirit because God’s Spirit is not a spirit of 

frustration. It’s a spirit of love and joy and peace and patience. Because we really can’t 

minister Gospel grace through “I’m just frustrated and upset that you’re responding the 

wrong way, here.” Especially, I would say avoid confrontation of sin when you’re 

frustrated. Because all that is, is it’s fighting evil with evil because you’re just now like “I 



really want to kind of put you in your place,” kind of thing instead of, “There is a 

righteous God who is also merciful and I want to share with you the call to repentance.” 

So once we get in that spirit, I really love God and I love this person. I have peace with 

them, but I really want them to experience the blessing of God. I know the only path to 

blessing is repentance and faith in Christ. So I’m going to set Christ in front of them and 

I’m going to call them to repentance. 

 

Now sometimes, to your point, how strong is that call? How complete is that? How long 

is that call? But I think it’s my responsibility if I’m sitting there talking with a person and 

I know that that’s the issue, I’ve come to realize this is the issue and my heart is at peace 

with them, the Gospel is the Gospel that presents Jesus and calls everyone to repent and 

believe. So we can’t really help the person and avoid that conversation. I also don’t think 

that we have to become someone else. We don’t have to become a different person to do 

this. Whatever personality God has given you, some are more bold. Some are more 

reserved. You don’t have to become someone different to share it with them. But I’m 

going to read it. I’m sharing Christ and I’m reading it. Are they already rejecting it before 

I have given the call to repentance? I might back off because they’ve already rejected the 

person. But if they’re accepting it, I’m going to say, “God would call you to repent.” 

Then if they start opening their mouth and eating on that, I’m going to help them. How 

can I help you? How can we just talk about this? If they start flaming back, I would say, 

okay, I’m going to wait on the Lord. But I still know this is what is needed. But I’m 

backing off. I don’t need to be a person that is a source of distress to you.  

 

I think again, to use the other analogy, it’s a physician who is offering medicine and the 

person just really despises the medicine. I think it’s right to offer the medicine and if all 

of a sudden you’re personally attacked, you say I don’t think I have access to help this 

person take the medicine. They’re not going to take the medicine because I start yelling 

more or start pressing more. I’m going to back off and maybe tomorrow they’ll take the 

medicine. But that’s the wisdom part of it. But in essence, I think as Christians, we 

probably don’t offer the medicine enough. That’s probably the greater. Now, there are 

some people who press too hard after it’s already rejected and then it just creates a. But 

usually, that’s because the Spirit isn’t in control and they’re operating out of frustration. 

Then the person rejects it and now I’m even more frustrated. So now I’m being more 

combative. But the Gospel isn’t combative. It combats against Satan, but it’s not 

combative against this person, this sinner. They have to be willing to receive it.  

 

Josh: Right! James 1 talks about being quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger and 

that kind of humility or meekness. You talk about wisdom, James 3 talks about the 

wisdom from above. It’s meek and it shows itself in gentleness and reasonableness. So 

that kind of marks, in Galatians 6, talking to people about something like this. Or in 

Matthew, Jesus talks about dealing with the log in your eye, first. But the wisdom I guess, 

also I see strongly in 1 Thessalonians 5 where Paul says 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 

fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.    

 



So there are three different categories. There are some people who are idle, who are 

unruly. They’re not responding the way that they should. Then as you discern that, there 

is an appropriate response to admonish. There are some people who are just weak and 

they need to be helped. There are some people who are fainthearted and need to be 

encouraged. All of them, even the unruly, you’re supposed to be patient with them. So 

patience through all, but then wisdom to discern what is it that is most helpful to this 

person right now. That’s the wisdom. The meekness that you’re striving towards that 

comes ultimately from Christ, who is wisdom from God and in whom are hidden all the 

treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  

 

But let’s say this. I’m transitioning, here. Someone is grieving, which is its own category. 

But let’s just say in the holiday time, you’re dealing with a situation where a child is 

coming back home and they’ve been living a very sinful lifestyle. They might even be 

bringing some of that, I’ll say, baggage with them. Let’s say that they’re even living in a 

sinful relationship where they’re in a partner and they’re living an open relationship 

where they’re sexually active, maybe same sex partner. All of a sudden, now you are 

starting to have a holiday gathering and you have to make some decisions. What do I do 

in this situation? How much do I enter into that? Do we just go family like normal 

because everything is on timeout for the holidays? Do we make this a red line where we 

say, “Look, the holidays are broken now”? How do you navigate? What kind of wisdom 

principles have you had to give to people in those kinds of situations?  

 

Claude: What is it? Wise and serpents and… 

 

Ritch: …harmless as doves.  

 

Claude: I don’t think the holiday stuff, however, it does necessitate the proper attention. I 

think the counselor is a little more wise in this than I am.  

 

Ritch: What’s interesting about this is it’s a hypothetical question… 

 

Claude: But it’s reality. 

 

Ritch: But it’s reality. It wasn’t too long ago that this was a hypothetical without really 

being a reality. The reality would have been very, very, very, very few people would 

have had to deal with that. Whether it’s same sex or whether it’s other sex, it was kind of 

understood that there was a standard that God or this family has and we’re not going to 

violate it. We are the ones that are bringing trouble into the house if we sought to do that, 

so we’re not going to do that. Now, that’s not the case. That’s not to say that there wasn’t 

sin before. It’s to say it wasn’t so bold as to say, “you better accept it or else you’re 

unrighteous. I’m going to push this into this community or into this family.” So it’s a real 

deal. 

 

Josh: The practical questions of we’re having everybody come. With this situation, do I 

let them stay in our home? Or if we’re exchanging gifts, do we include everybody in the 



gift exchange the same way? Am I affirming something? These are real questions that 

people are facing. 

 

Claude: Yes, and I think that’s really where the struggle is because you don’t want to 

affirm something that’s not right, that is sinful, because then you’re sending out the 

wrong message. But then at the same time, as you understand it, we don’t want to be 

crude and abrasive to where we may lose that connection to be able to call them to 

repentance and help them through the process of repentance. So it becomes tricky. Help 

us, Pastor. (Laughter!) 

 

Ritch: So there are some things that I think are, we’ll say, wisdom decisions where good, 

worshiping, Christ-exalting people could take different paths. There are some things that 

I believe are immoveable pillars of glorifying God. So let’s put it another way.  

 

Let’s imagine instead of sexual immorality, I become a Buddhist. Let’s say that. Are you 

going to let me come into your house? Okay, yes. Of course you can come into my house. 

We’re going to talk about Jesus. Would you let me set up Buddha in the middle of the 

living room and burn incense to him, because that’s what I want to do? Uh, no! We’re not 

going to do that. That’s not happening. This is the Lord’s house. It’s not my house, even. 

I don’t own anything. I’m a steward of the house and the Lord would not have an idol in 

His house. So there are some things that are super clear. So if now you’re asking to use 

this house to sin, no. That’s not happening.  

 

So whether it’s opposite sex or same sex, this bedroom over here is not my bedroom. It’s 

the Lord’s bedroom. If you say, “I’m planning to use this bedroom to do something…” 

It’s not my bedroom. The Lord has already spoken about that and I’m not going to have 

this happen. As a steward of the Lord, a manager of the house, He would be greatly 

disappointed in me if I allowed Him to be defied in that way. But we’re all sinners, so 

sinners are welcome here. The Lord welcomes us. Some of us are saved sinners and some 

of us are unsaved sinners. So we’re sinners. But if we’re intending to use the Lord’s 

resources that He has given us to steward as a means to false worship, as a means to defy 

God and do it so purposely, I think at that point, the Christ-follower says no. If they say, 

“Well, that breaks relationship. I’m not going to come to Christmas. I’m not going to talk 

to you again.” At that point, I do think you can say, “I don’t want this relationship to be 

broken. I love you. I’ll love you to the end of the day.”  

 

But I also remember what Jesus said. “It’s on account of me that mother and daughter 

and father and son and brother and sister will be broken.” So if my zeal to honor the Lord 

in my house, again, we have to be careful. It is the Lord’s zeal. So I want to be careful, 

because some things are just my preference. I don’t want to break that because of my 

preference, but if it’s something so clear as what I just described, I don’t think there is 

any wiggle room here on this. This is an issue that has already been decided for me by 

my Master. Try and discern biblically what those things are, because it might be pushed 

at all kinds of edges and some things are clear, but some things are like, well, is it not? 

You have to make decisions. But I think that’s the point. I love the Lord my God.  



We’re called to love the Lord our God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength. In other 

words, He is our first love and that by loving Him we’re able to love everyone else the 

best way, even if they won’t receive that love. So they might not receive the love that 

says “I care about your eternal future. I care that you wouldn’t defile yourself and I can’t 

contribute to that.” They might break relationship, but it actually is love. So it’s 

motivated by love for God and actually love for that person.  

 

Josh: There are people for sure that need encouragement and to be prayed with and even 

to think through Scripture in wisdom with, because it gets like that, but then the 

complexity just expands. Let’s say you’re there and maybe your parents don’t feel the 

same way and they’re the ones who are organizing the Christmas. They’re facilitating 

some things and you’re having to figure out now, what am I willing to engage with? I 

know there are just a lot of things that people have to deal with. Sometimes the holidays 

brings that up. Acknowledging that and seeking the Lord for wisdom on it I think is a 

pretty important thing.  

 

Maybe just one last word. Is there any encouragement for people who feel just 

particularly lonely or discouraged by let’s say finances, the end of the year, as they look 

at last year and they look ahead and they say, “I had a low point.” Maybe Christmas was 

good, but the day after Christmas, I feel really discouraged. I’m not excited about the 

year. I’m not excited about how things went, how things are going to go. What are some 

thoughts of encouragement that you would have for that person? 

 

Claude: I was talking to one of my other friends the other day. I was saying to be honest, 

this year and as a matter of fact, last year, it’s like we’re all in the same place. We can all 

identify with the same thing. We may not have the same undergirding struggles and so 

forth and background, but the pandemic has kind of placed us at this level where we all 

got a taste of what it means to be, you know. So the encouragement is just knowing that 

God is faithful. God is sovereign. God knows what He’s doing. He has purposed us. He is 

making His presence known. It’s an opportunity for us to reflect on His goodness, the 

triumphs that He has made in our life even through the two years that we’ve been going 

through this pandemic. It’s really a time to praise and be grateful for what He has done 

and what He’s doing even now. We have Him to be grateful for. Money and all of those 

things, none of that can really bring the satisfaction that God brings. Yes, money is good, 

but it isn’t as good as God. Do you know what I mean? 

 

Ritch: That’s right!                                                                                                                        

 

     

 

 


