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Jon Baumann: The Psalmist writes in Psalm 145, “I will extol you, my God and King, 

and bless your name forever and ever. Every day I will bless you and praise your name 

forever and ever. Great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised, and his greatness is 

unsearchable. My mouth will speak the praise of the LORD, and let all flesh bless his 

holy name forever and ever.” Let’s pray. 

 

Father, may these words be true. May our heart’s desire be to bring you glory and honor 

through our praise and our worship, for you are worthy. Your ways are unsearchable and 

your name is great. Father, I pray that you would bless the conversation this evening and 

that our hearts and minds would be pulled deeply into the truth that you have so richly 

provided us. I pray that we would dig into and grow in joy and love and hope in your 

truth, for you are worthy to be praised. Let us unfold these truths to help our minds and 

our hearts to agree, and that our bodies and our souls would worship you.  

 

I pray this evening specifically, Lord, for those that are physically here and also for the 

students and the youth and the children that are throughout the facility, whether it’s in 

youth group or Awana, that your Word is being opened and taught. I pray that their hearts 

as well, would receive your truth and that they would worship you with response. Father, 

give us faith and help us to worship you, for you are worthy. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Josh: Thank you, Jon. Well, we’re thankful to be able to continue this series on Worship 

Matters, talking about worship. Specifically, we talked about how in all of life, we’re 

called to be worshipers. But we’re looking at this area of worship through music. I know 

it’s a privilege for me to be here. I have the opportunity to teach and worship through 

that, but Isaac is our music minister here and helps us worship through song in a variety 

of ways. So we’re looking forward to continuing the conversation.  

 

Just a quick reminder, you can text us questions that come to the tech crew in the back 

and they forward them up to us. Then if you want to ask questions, we have this 

microphone right up here. You can interrupt us. The lights are bright, so sometimes we 

can’t see you. So you can wave, or you can just tap on it, or you can just start talking. 

You are welcome to. We are here to serve and we’re happy to get interrupted to try to do 

our best. Sometimes that’s more helpful than what we have planned.  

 

Let’s maybe do just a quick summary of our last conversation in opening it up. We talked 

about Colossians chapter 3, about that passage of who we worship, the God we worship, 

and then why and how we’re supposed to worship. We talked about the areas that as a 

church, and for the music team in particular, the ministry team, focusing on worship in 

truth and doctrinal soundness, worshiping through relationship and that relational 

wholeness, and then worshiping through impact or missional faithfulness. So, Gospel 



truth, relationship, and impact. So our next three topics, we’re looking at those areas. 

Tonight is about truth, about doctrinal soundness. 

 

Isaac: Yes. So those of you that were here last week, we talked about kind of an 

overview, starting out talking about music in the church, the significance of music, how 

God has created us for music, and how it’s a peculiar thing in all of creation. There are 

sounds that we attribute as music, like birds and things like that. But there is something 

specific about humanity and the way that God has created us, that music has an impact on 

us. It’s particularly special because there is only one place in all of known existence that 

it even can exist because there are no atmospheric conditions in which sound vibrations 

can travel from one place to another in the way that they need to for music to occur. It’s 

almost like God has designed it this way. So it’s a pretty special thing. We talked about 

that last week and we got into some of the basics of music in the church through some 

specific questions that people had.  

 

So this week, we’re talking about doctrinal soundness. The subtitle of this week is “what 

we sing matters.” So we have what we sing and who we’re singing with. We’re talking 

about relationships next week, who we’re singing with and how it interacts with one 

another, how we minister to one another through the songs and the ways practically, and 

maybe things that don’t seem as obvious, but how the songs and the styles and the 

arrangements and what we’re doing affects the way that we can sing together. So there’s 

a lot of the practical how to’s and things that we’re going to be discussing. Then finally, 

we’ll talk about why we sing in our missional faithfulness week, two weeks from now.  

 

Josh: Cool! We opened up thinking about music. It was funny because we transitioned 

from tough topics and the Gospel and then to music, as if music wasn’t a tough topic. But 

when you look at a culture even within Christian culture, they’re called the “worship 

wars” where the church in the broader sense has gone through a lot of different 

challenges and arguments and positions about how music should be used in the church. 

That happens also in a subset way, in a smaller way in individual churches. Any church 

has its history of how they navigate those challenges. It’s within that context that we’re 

coming and addressing it and saying how do we approach this biblically? So you think 

about this idea of what we sing matters. The truth or the doctrine, the Gospel truth of kind 

of the lyric content, I guess is the focus. We talked briefly, there is a passage that came to 

mind and it looks like you have it open there to Ephesians, I think. Right?  

 

Isaac: Yes. We were talking about Ephesians 3 and 4. Just as a big overview, I don’t 

know. Do you want to talk through the passage first? I don’t want to get too far down the 

road before we bring in the Word. 

 

Josh: Sure! That’s good. In Ephesians chapter 3 at the end and moving into chapter 4, 

Paul has just walked through the glory of God on display in chapter 1, through our guilt 

being transformed by His grace. So he has just kind of described the good news that this 

church in Ephesus believed and that Paul is celebrating, and it moves him to worship. 

You see him worship in prayer. He has declared the Gospel truth. He is worshiping in 

prayer. His prayer for this church is that  



Ephesians 3:17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, being 

rooted and grounded in love,   

 

So it’s that sense of integrity or soundness or stability.  

 

Ephesians 3:18 may have strength to  

 

Here’s the emphasis. 

 

Ephesians 3:18 …comprehend  

 

It’s to know. He wants them to understand something cognitively.  

 

Ephesians 3:18-19 …with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and 

depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge,  

 

So, I want you to know something that is unknowable. I want you to know love. Often we 

think it is not so knowable. It’s more of an emotion.  

 

Ephesians 3:19 …that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.                            

 

So you see the relationship aspect, being filled with God’s fullness, knowing love, the 

truth aspect. He wants them to understand the greatness of what is involved in what God 

has done through Christ. He trusts God. You see his declaration of how able God is to do 

what he prays here, in verses 20 and 21. Then he calls the church to be one in chapter 4, 

to be united and to be eager to defend that unity. He talks about how God has brought 

about different people to help this body that is now the body of Jesus, to be united. Just to 

rush ahead there, at the end of this call to unity, he says 

 

Ephesians 4:14-15 so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves 

and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful 

schemes. Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way to him who 

is the head, into Christ, 

 

So love being core, but it’s so married to this idea of truth as a united body, that we 

would bring glory to God in that truth, relationship, the love. The danger that he mentions 

there is being tossed to and fro by every wind of doctrine. So this passage was coming to 

mind I guess. As you give an overview of worship, how do the truths of this passage 

come to bear on the area of worship through music?  

 

Isaac: Well, there is an excellent way of looking at it that we’re aiming toward. I don’t 

think anybody would necessarily say, “Yes, we’re there already,” in any church. But we 

certainly are striving toward it. That’s this idea of a twenty year rule. When you step back 

and you say if there was a child that was born into a family in our church and they grew 

up and twenty years later, they are still in our church. They’ve been here every Sunday. 

They’ve sang with our church. If they were not able to hear any of the sermons and all 



they had was the music of your church, what picture have you painted and taught them of 

the kingdom of God? What understanding do they have of Christ, of sin, of sanctification, 

of atonement, of repentance? So it’s a helpful way to step back like it says, “to know 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge.” But it’s pretty easy, depending on the types of songs that you 

choose or the types of hymns that you choose, to get hymns that are a certain theme or 

praise songs, modern worship songs that are a certain theme that not necessarily or not 

intentionally, but tend to displace other themes that are harder to write about.  

 

Josh: Well, just to kind of mention, every area of life and then even in the worship 

service, we’re trying to kind of strive towards this together. So Paul is praying for that 

and that’s part of what we pray. But also then when we’re teaching and preaching, it’s 

very similar. I’m trying to take the words of God and then unleash the truth about the 

goodness of God through the glory of Jesus Christ and show people, paint the picture. 

Every sermon is sort of another brush stroke. You try to paint individual sermons that 

would highlight the glory of Christ, yet they also build on each other into sort of a mosaic 

of here’s the glory of God. Every one is almost like an individual brush stroke that you’re 

adding to this picture of a glorious God. Part of the danger of not having sound doctrine 

or what Paul would call in the book of Acts “the full counsel of God,” you start to 

undermine or diminish certain aspects of who God is or the story of the Gospel. That 

actually diminishes the glory of God and gives people a smaller view of who He is. So in 

every aspect of the worship service, I think we’re striving towards the same goal.  

 

Just to ask like a practical question quick, what are some ways that you’ve seen some 

tendencies either in the culture at large or in certain churches, tendencies that would kind 

of leave gaps in a picture of God? You mentioned hymns or songs or areas that you feel 

like often are missed or overlooked. 

 

Isaac: Yes, there are a lot of hymns that came out of the late 1800’s, so you have this 

post-Civil War Reconstruction era and there is a lot of this victorious life theme that 

comes across in a lot of hymns. That’s certainly not necessarily unbiblical. But it can 

tend, especially nowadays with so many people overtly teaching bad theology, it can tend 

toward people understanding the kingdom of God as “God just wants to bless me. I just 

need to receive the blessing that He has coming to me.” That may or may not be what the 

hymn writers are intending with those. I’m not trying to belittle any certain hymns from 

that era. I’m just saying that when you are only focusing on a certain topic, even good 

hymns or good songs can be misunderstood. They can misrepresent because it’s not 

giving the whole picture.  

 

Another way, personally here, we recently finished up our Helper series on the Holy 

Spirit just a couple of weeks ago. I think many of you have heard us mention before that 

Josh and I and Pastor Ritch as well as a couple of others, we sit down each week and talk 

through the service, talk through things that are coming up, and the service elements and 

things and make sure that we’re all on the same page. We talk through the songs that 

we’re going to be singing. I mentioned when we started that series that we really don’t 

have very many songs on the Holy Spirit. We have a very wide gap. We have a lot of 



songs on Christ. We have some songs on God the Father. But we have almost zero on the 

Holy Spirit. So one that we landed on that we introduced to the church and we taught and 

we sang each week was Holy Spirit, Living Breath of God.  

 

It was also instructive there because there are a lot of songs about the Holy Spirit, but 

they tend to come at the topic from a very charismatic or Pentecostal sort of 

understanding. Pastor Ritch really helpfully, in I think the very first sermon, was talking 

about how the Holy Spirit is not an “it.” It’s not an aura. The Holy Spirit is a part of the 

Godhead. He’s a Person of the Trinity. So then singing a song that is a prayer to the Holy 

Spirit, not just “we feel the presence here.” But it’s, this is the Holy Spirit, living breath 

of God. Breathe new life in me. It’s allowing us to see the Word and receive the Word 

and have faith.  

 

So things like that, it’s even when you realize that you don’t have songs that cover a 

certain topic, sometimes you have to be really careful about filling in that gap because 

maybe the popular songs aren’t necessarily the most helpful ones. It really just comes 

down to using a lot of discernment and having a lot of folks like you and Pastor Ritch and 

several others and our elders, that can speak into that as well with the content of songs 

that we’re doing.  

 

Josh: Yes. Discernment is a big word. How do you exercise discernment about this area 

of truth and doctrine so that Christ receives the glory He deserves? We don’t twist or 

distort truth. I have a clarification. I said if you want to walk up to the microphone you 

can tap it, but our tech crew in the back reminded me, don’t tap the microphone. In fact, 

just speak into it. 

 

Isaac: Just start talking.  

 

Josh: We have a question here. What should we do when we hear a song like on the 

radio, but the words of the song aren’t exactly doctrinally sound? Is it okay to change the 

words of a song to make it more doctrinally sound and sing it that way?  

 

Isaac: There are a couple of things that I’ll mention tonight. I’m not going to cite my 

source every time, but a lot of content that I’m talking about is from a pastor named Bob 

Kauflin. He has written a number of songs, some of which we sing at Bethany. But he has 

a book on worship that is really helpful, actually also titled Worship Matters, from about 

fifteen or twenty years ago, I think. He talks about four categories that they tend to put 

songs in. People will bring songs to you. I have a lot of people that will mention songs to 

me. He says there are about four categories for potential songs in the church. On one side, 

you would say there are “don’t sing” songs. So that might be something that is exactly 

that. It might be that this song is just actually unbiblical or maybe it’s even crossing the 

line into heresy. This is not representing God according to the Bible or even Christianity. 

So they could be harmful. So don’t sing these songs.  

 

Away from that, which I think is probably more what this questioner is asking is maybe 

songs for use in private, like privately sing songs. So maybe the song is really well-



crafted in the melody, but it’s probably not a melody that is singable by a congregation. 

It’s not really something that a whole room full of people could sing along with well. So 

a lot of contemporary Christian radio that is on WCIC or those sorts of stations, a lot of 

those songs aren’t written to have a group of people sing. It’s written to highlight this one 

person’s vocal prowess, which is fine. It’s just not the best for a church. So that might be 

a song in private. I think with that would probably be something like this.  

 

If the song isn’t doctrinally sound, personally, I don’t usually change the words. If I’m 

singing it personally or I’m listening to a song, it just says what it says. It usually just 

bothers me, then I won’t listen to the song. It doesn’t just grate on me to go, “But that’s 

just not right,” then I just kind of wear out on that one. But talking about it in the church, 

I mean, there have been songs where we look at it and there is a preposition that just 

changes the whole meaning of this sentence and this phrase and it just doesn’t quite line 

up. In rare occasions we might shift a word because it’s like looking at this entire picture 

going, this is great. There is just this one thing that they said it this way, that could be 

benign or it could be really bad and it could be helpful. So there have been one or two 

spots where we’ve done that. But it’s very, very rarely. Most of the time we just wouldn’t 

sing the song in church. I think technically, according to copyright laws, we’re not 

supposed to do that at all. 

 

Josh: Yes. I was going to say in private is different context and copyright laws. So 

depending on if it’s a hymn from way back in the day, versus…We subscribe to CCLI. 

So that covers a whole ton of stuff. But yes, you do have to make a choice about 

copyright and saying, I think we’re not going to sing this. In a private context, I guess one 

of the differences is you are dealing with something that is distracting or potentially even 

unhelpful, but you individually are able to assess it. It’s not distracting or deceiving to the 

extent that it could be without explanation in a broader context. So you mentioned four 

categories. 

 

Isaac: Yes, so there are two. The third one would be “could sing.” So we have don’t sing, 

privately sing, could sing. So this is like, this is a good song. It might not be the greatest 

song, but it’s really helpful in the words. A lot of times, when a church is starting to write 

their own music, I think a lot of those songs fall into this area where you think this could 

be helpful for the church. We could sing this in the church and it could be helpful. It 

might not be a timeless classic, or it could be. In that case, then we shift to the fourth 

category, which is “should sing.” 

 

So we have songs like In Christ Alone or Amazing Grace or, it’s maybe a little dated 

now, but Blessed Be Your Name, things like that where you can say this is so solid and so 

good and so helpful. We should sing this song because it’s just been shown over and over 

in churches across the world that this is universally well-written melody line and well-

written lyric. The way that it’s orchestrated, the melody serves the lyric.  

 

Josh: That’s good! We could talk about all kinds of different facets. It’s a very interesting 

discussion. But those four categories, there are a lot of things in that book and even in 



other places that do give you a little bit of a framework. I think you need it because there 

is so much wisdom and discernment required. So a lot of this really does come down to  

trying to be wise, trying to assess, especially when you’re dealing with things that get 

into how do the lyrics work with the style? How singable is it? All that kind of stuff.  

 

Another question came in. When John 4:24, so that’s when Jesus is speaking to the 

woman at the well, the Samaritan woman, and they’re talking about where we should 

worship. In that verse, 4:24, it says that God is spirit and those who worship Him must 

worship in spirit and in truth. What would be an example of worshiping in truth, but not 

in spirit? That’s the question. What is an example of worshiping in truth, but not in spirit?  

 

That’s an interesting question. I have the chapter open in front of me. I’m not sure it’s 

exactly what Jesus is getting at in the moment. In the context, He’s talking to this woman 

at the well, this Samaritan woman who has had sort of a sinful background. She’s coming 

to the well at a time in the day when normally, no one would have been there. Jesus’ 

disciples are away. He starts engaging her in conversation. He surprises her. He starts 

kind of prompting her. He asks her for water and He is prompting her to ask Him for 

water because He can offer something that provides eternal life. He confronts her on the 

fact that, He says, “Go call your husband.” She says, “I don’t have a husband.” Then 

He’s like, “You’re right in saying that. You have multiple husbands and the one you’re 

with is not your husband.” He puts His finger sort of on the issue of her life. Then she 

makes this twist.  

 

John 4:19-20 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. Our fathers 

worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 

ought to worship.” 

 

So where should we worship? Then Jesus takes that and that’s where this comment 

comes from. It shifts about the fact that the Samaritans  

 

John 4:22 You worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation 

is from the Jews.  

 

He appeals to the Scriptures beyond just the initial Pentateuch and to what the prophets 

have said about the true coming one into the world, the Christ, who is going to come 

through Israel. So He is appealing to Himself. It’s a call to worship in spirit and in truth 

and He is calling and inviting her into that. He claims, “I am the Christ.” 

 

So as you think about all that, there is a distinction of how they’re worshiping, but 

without knowledge. Then I think you can kind of take this question and jump the other 

way, that the Jews at the time, especially when the phrase “the Jews” or those mentioned, 

the religious leaders of the day, the generation that Jesus talks about, that they would 

worship, and He appeals to Isaiah, “with your lips, but your heart is far from me.” There 

was a sense of speaking what is true and knowing what is true, doctrinally holding to 

maybe Scriptural words, the Old Testament, but that their heart wasn’t actually engaged 

in worship.  



I guess I might flip to Revelation, to the church at Ephesus. This is that same church that 

Paul prayed for, for love. In the church at Ephesus, they are commended for truth. In 

Revelation chapter 2, Jesus is speaking to this church. He talks about how they 

 

Revelation 2:2 …have tested those who call themselves apostles and are not, and found 

them to be false.  

 

So they have discernment.  

 

Revelation 2:3-4 I know you are enduring patiently and bearing up for my name’s sake, 

and you have not grown weary. But I have this against you, that you have abandoned the 

love you had at first.            

 

Revelation 2:6 Yet this you have: you hate the work of the Nicolaitans, which I also 

hate.  

 

So He’s saying, you’re standing up for the things that are true and right, but there is a 

lack of love. So I’m not sure if this is distinguishing between spirit and truth so much in 

John 4, but I guess my thought would be that you can err on the side of saying things and 

affirming truth in a way that you are not truly, in all of who you are, worshiping God 

genuinely. Truth is important. It’s critical, but it’s also one component that must be 

accompanied not just by rote, just saying some words. It must be accompanied by a true, 

also genuine heart of love.  

 

Isaac: Yes, and that would be true whether you’re singing a song in a church through 

worship, or attending a gathered corporate worship service or serving as a Sunday school 

teacher or what. All of us have the propensity to be guilty of doing the work of Christ 

without actually receiving Christ. We just blow right past intimacy with the Lord because 

we want to do the tasks for the Lord. I think that certainly, there is a danger of that. I 

think that if somebody were to ask, “What if I just don’t feel it when I’m coming in on a 

Sunday morning?” I think that we should sing anyway. I think that there is something that 

happens when we obey God’s exhortation to sing together, to come and to sing in a 

gathered worship service where our mind then can follow. Our heart can follow what our 

body is doing and it can give us some strength spiritually, where we maybe didn’t feel 

any before, especially when we’re in the gathered church. Whereas if we’re waiting for 

our mind and our heart to get there before we take action, then we’re probably never 

going to get there. So there is that. But if all we’re doing is just coming in and we’re 

singing the words and we don’t have any heart behind it, we don’t have any desire for the 

Lord, then certainly we’re expressing truth and there is no spirit behind it. That’s 

different than the trouble that John 4:24 is addressing.  

 

Josh: Right! There is a lot to go on there. Feel free to keep asking questions. Another one 

came in here. Historically, we have not had as much access to new music as we do today, 

which historically has led many churches to sing songs that have been around awhile and 

printed. The Word tells us to also sing a new song. How do you balance using older 



songs that people know well with introducing new songs that may only be sung for a 

time?  

 

Isaac: Great question!          

 

Josh: Yes. That gets into a question about criteria, song selection, and your repertoire. 

How do you select how frequently to introduce a new song versus old songs? What are 

some of the ways that you think about it?  

 

Isaac: Well, I think that a lot of people that are planning worship services fall into the 

danger of trying to have some level of novelty to the songs that they’re doing. So they 

feel like they need to have something new regularly. That certainly is a temptation for me 

as well. Even if we’re doing an old song, we want to do it in a new way, or something. 

It’s not necessarily a helpful tendency. Sometimes it can be helpful to the church to do 

that on occasion because a lot of times, especially with retuned hymns, people kind of 

stop paying attention to what the hymn says. Then you put slightly different music to it or 

slightly different intonation or syncopation and then they hear it and they go, “Oh wow! I 

never really thought about it that way.” Christmas hymns are an excellent example of 

that. Some of these have rich doctrine and they’ll play it in Target because nobody thinks 

about what it says, like Joy to the World. It’s significant! But nobody hears it because 

they’re so familiar with it. So in some ways, that can help.  

 

But to this point though, I think that there has to be a willingness on one side to not be at 

the forefront. I’m pointing that toward me and those of us that are planning services. We 

have to be okay not being on the cutting edge of music in the church. I constantly see 

things on, whether it’s like social media or other friends that lead music, that say, “Have 

you heard this album? We’re introducing this song this week because it just came out on 

Tuesday night.” I’m thinking I’ve never even heard that before, so I don’t know. But we 

do try to keep the catalog of songs pretty small. We could probably go on and on about 

this question all night because it is really hard to discern and really hard to think through. 

But we try to keep the catalog of songs small. So the songs that we introduce, we tend to 

try to practice a lot of discernment on. Some that we’ve had recently like Yet Not I, But 

Through Christ In Me is really rich and it’s easy for the church to sing. It’s one that I 

think can last for a long time. Then we also try to repeat songs so people can learn the 

songs that we’re doing as well. Then again, it furthers narrows down the scope of what 

we can do. But we are in a pretty incredible time because there are just thousands of 

songs that are being released.    

 

Josh: Yes, there are. We can maybe circle back. We have a question up here. 

 

Audience member: “Sing unto the Lord a new song” is a mantra and a cry in the 

Pentecostal/Charismatic movement and is something to stay away from because it leads 

to the tendency to say, “let’s seek extrabiblical revelation,” and things like that. Doctrinal 

truth, doctrinal clarity is critical in our thinking and in our music because it’s so 

insidious. “Oh, I heard a special song. I heard a special revelation from the Lord.” What’s 

the phrase? Sola Scriptura?  



Josh: Sure. So that’s good. So you’re referencing “sing to the Lord a new song,” which 

comes from the Psalms, if I’m not mistaken. Do you know which Psalm? I might pull it 

up. I don’t have it memorized. Feel free to shout it out if you know.  

 

Isaac: Do you guys remember what Psalm that’s from? Josh is going to look it up. 

 

Josh: Feel free to look it up.  

 

Psalm 33:3 Sing to him a new song; play skillfully on the strings with loud shouts.  

 

I’m sure there are some other ideas. Then also, you have that variety that is mentioned in 

Colossians 3. So this is the passage, but what you’re referencing there is that this is a 

phrase that is used by some other movements and some other churches and ways of 

thinking about Scripture and then ways of thinking about Jesus, that can be very off 

doctrinally, like you’re saying. You mentioned a Pentecostal movement. Isaac, you 

referenced that before, which kind of opens up a whole world, but part of that is because 

of an emphasis on emotion, which we’ll touch on that next time, too. But it’s an emphasis 

on emotion, I feel, which is really common in our culture.  

 

But there is a kind of doctrine that you may not be so familiar with, but it has strongly 

influenced the music selection and the scene, even on a station like WCIC. There is a lot 

of music that comes from certain churches and certain kinds of teaching. The danger that 

you’re referencing about taking a phrase like “sing to the Lord a new song,” and twisting 

that to mean something other than what it meant. So taking that and saying, “What we 

need is something fresh. This is old and stale. What we’ve been doing isn’t exciting me. 

I’m not feeling it anymore. So let me try to come up with a new way to energize my faith, 

my excitement. In fact, there is a special sort of experience or knowledge that I can have 

that is above, better, different, and transcends other peoples. It’s not found here in the 

Word of God or found in the body, the relational wholeness.” That direction is actually a 

place that we find people and churches starting to follow. So I take what you’re saying 

and we could talk more about it because there are specific songs and lyrics that get into 

that.  

 

That’s a concern, but I also think that there is a way to sing new songs and to pursue that, 

that is biblical according to Psalm 33 and Colossians 3. I appreciate what you’re saying. 

It kind of illustrates why the worship controversy happens, because people take a thing 

and then they’re off. But they take it and they twist it or use it and then they’re running in 

a certain direction, and they start to depart from that twenty year idea that you said, of the 

whole counsel of God and what picture are we painting? When someone just takes one 

thing and runs, you start to see a distorted view of God, a distorted view of the Gospel. In 

some way, He’s smaller. He’s lesser than the God of the Bible.  

 

Isaac: Yes. It reminds me a little bit too, of when Paul, you can correct me if I’m mis-

remembering, because I couldn’t find the chapter just now. But in Acts, when Paul is on 

Mars Hill, he says that all of these, basically Greek stoics, would spend all day in nothing 

but hearing and telling something new. But there is this sort of curiosity that isn’t actually 



aiming at something, but it just wants that novelty of having something new. It needs 

something that is exciting certain neurons in your brain and electrons in your brain so that 

you go, “Oh, yes. That’s good. Now I feel satisfied.” But it’s only a fleeting moment 

because it’s not actually worshiping God. It’s not actually pursuing the glory of God. It’s 

pursuing emotion for emotion’s sake. So it’s not emotion that you’re feeling; it’s 

emotionalism, where you’re actually pursuing after that. I think that seems to be with 

what you’re saying, where the danger can lie in that. 

 

Josh: Right! In the wisdom of God and sort of the order, and this is where it gets down to 

the wisdom of leading as a worship leader and as an elder, any part of the church service. 

The challenge that you’re actually navigating is how do you use the wisdom of God to try 

to paint the most accurate picture of what He’s done and be faithful to it? I think as you 

are making those decisions, there is an error of just novelty for novelties’ sake. There is 

also the error of familiarity for familiarities’ sake. Both of them can be dangerous in their 

own ways.  

 

I think it’s Alistair Begg, he’s a pastor who talks about the blessing of furrows, which 

you need. But then furrows, if you’re not careful, they can become ruts and then they can 

become graves. You realize a helpful thing to cause things to grow and live also can be 

the thing where you bury everything to die. A song that is really familiar, that we’re all 

singing and now we can actually live through it because we know the words, but one day 

it becomes so rote and so monotonous that we actually don’t even mean anything when 

we say it. It’s the same thing on the novelty side. It can be fresh and new and sing old 

truths in new ways and we’re like, “Yes, I really do believe this,” but also it can be so 

novel and new that we’re excited just because it’s different and we’re tired of the truths. 

Or it’s so new even and we’re just chasing novelty that I can’t even keep up. I give up on 

trying to sing because we always have a new song. That’s where the war starts. So those 

are dangers. We’re trying to be both, but that’s why the truth, both are seeking to really 

reinforce faithfulness to the truth. 

 

We have some more questions. Here’s I think, a quicker one. I’ve heard some people say 

that Psalms is a book of prayers. Others have said Psalms is a book of songs. Is it both? Is 

singing a legitimate way to worship God through prayer? 

 

Isaac: You do see even Jesus and the disciples using in referencing the book of Psalms. 

Even when Jesus was on the cross, He references the book of Psalms. I’ve had some 

people interpret that as Jesus singing on the cross in His final moments. I think clearly 

you do see that it says that certain psalms are written for the choirmaster and it’s written 

to the tune of this or that and the other. So there clearly is a musical element in many of 

the psalms. 

 

Josh: Then there are psalms that will issue a “listen to my plea and my prayer.” They’re 

referencing themselves. They’re self-reverential as a prayer. So I think there is an aspect 

of both. Then there is even that element of some of those musical elements in the psalms 

and even some parts that we’re trying to understand, like the Selah moments. There are 



just these things about the Psalms that are very different than any other portion of 

Scripture.  

 

Isaac: The word that you said it really fast, so in case people miss it, is Selah. You see 

that just repeated in the Psalms. It has notoriously been really hard to interpret. There is 

not another version of that word somewhere that we can say, “Oh, yeah. That’s definitely 

what it means.” It’s a term that because of where it appears and how it’s used, the 

interpretation that most Bible scholars would place on that is that it’s a call to the people 

to stop for a moment. Think about what we just read. Think about what we just heard or 

said or are saying. Reflect and meditate on it and then move on to the next one.  

 

Josh: Yes. So I think it’s fair to say both and that singing is a legitimate way to worship 

God through prayer. I think that there is an element where you’re singing the song to the 

Lord in prayer. I mean, we could probably parse it out, but I think I would say that’s 

okay. 

 

Isaac: Yes. I definitely have literally said that as we sing, we are offering prayers to the 

Lord. Like the song, again that I referenced just a moment ago, Holy Spirit, that we 

closed our services with for several weeks. The lyrics of that song is a prayer that is a 

petition to God to cause the Word to come alive within us and for us to live in such a way 

that Christ is seen in our actions, through the power of the Holy Spirit. So there are songs 

that are written intentionally for that purpose as well. 

 

Josh: Well, we have a lot of references coming in, so I’m not sure if someone is 

Googling out there, but a new song is talked about in Psalm 33:3; Psalm 40:3; Psalm 

96:1; Psalm 144:9; Psalm 149:9; Isaiah 42:10; Revelation 5:9, 14. So there are lots of 

places about a new song. So someone out there really wants a new song.  

 

Isaac: (Laughter!) Message received!  

 

Josh: I think it’s a realistic thing to know why you’re balancing and then back to what 

you said about Colossians 3. It’s part of what makes the job that you have, challenging. 

You’re dealing with a breadth of people. Then to the other person’s point of the question, 

there are so many new songs that people are bringing in from their own private lives. “I 

listened to this on the radio. I have this song.” Trying to find a common repertoire 

language that we have as our own church family to try to paint the picture of who God is, 

well, is a challenge that you’re constantly working at.  

 

Isaac: Yes. Even when you look at a hymnbook, we typically would have 550 or 700 

songs in a hymnbook. But most churches would know 50 or 60 of them. So you’re 

thinking there is like maybe ten percent even of a hymnbook that we really would know. 

That’s not because we didn’t like all the other ones. It’s because you just can’t learn that 

many songs in a church when you’re only singing two or three or four or even five in a 

Sunday. I think we maybe would sing three or four total, including the closing hymn, 

when I was growing up. So when you take that and you multiply that out, we’re naturally 



going to miss a huge swath of music that is coming out today. But we missed a huge 

swath of music that was coming out 150 years ago, too.  

 

Josh: Here’s a question. How important is doctrinal soundness and faithful Christian 

living for the role of worship team member who is not the worship pastor? How do we as 

a church in particular, think about this? Is church membership a requirement? Should 

they hold requirements of certain church office, elder, deacon, etc?  

 

Isaac: Right now, we don’t have specific requirements for membership or for a church 

office. So those that are serving on the stage, whether it’s a drummer or vocalist or 

something, they don’t have to be a deacon. 

 

Josh: Maybe a quick question. You have the worship team, but it’s sort of made up of 

three teams, right? 

 

Isaac: Yes, loosely. We have our production team, which are the guys in the back. So 

that’s audio and video stuff. Then we have our vocalists and our instrumentalists. There is 

some crossover between those, so like I said, it’s kind of loose because there is crossover 

between all three. 

 

Josh: Okay. So it’s a variety. When I hear “worship team” I’m thinking there are a lot of 

people. There are some who are up on stage and then to answer this question specifically, 

we don’t have a requirement for membership or a church office. But then to their first 

question, how important is doctrinal soundness and faithful living for that role?  

 

Isaac: Well, I’m not quite sure what you mean by how important is doctrinal soundness 

in the role of a worship team member? I would say that there is probably going to be a 

variance of both spiritual maturity and also doctrinal understanding from people on the 

stage; somebody who may be somewhat newer as a believer but is serving joyfully 

through whatever instrument or vocal part that they might be able to do to contribute. 

Whereas somebody else may be a lifelong believer who is really strong in the church or 

maybe even is an elder or deacon or deaconess or something. So there is going to be a 

wide variety of that. But we certainly do want people to be aligned with us as a church, so 

we make no bones about that.  

 

I sit down with everybody and I talk through, what your testimony? Why do you want to 

serve in music? I have a lot of conversations with folks. So as a part of our audition 

process, if you want to serve in music, then we sit down, we talk through your testimony, 

talk through what the Lord is doing in your life, what your Christian walk looks like. 

Then we talk about music and we play or sing or something like that as well. So it 

certainly does factor into it. So I’m not sure if that answers that question or not. 

 

Josh: I’m hearing maturity, that there is quite a wide variation, but that there is a level of 

expectation on spiritual maturity for someone to serve. But there is a wide variety that 

can entail. But there are some standards and it relates a lot to how you and then maybe 

others in leadership in the church are interacting with that person and doing the best in 



making an assessment of the credibility of their testimony and the accuracy or the 

alignment that they have with the true Gospel.  

 

Isaac: Yes. We both have young kids. You served in our student ministry for a long time. 

If you have somebody who is 18, their understanding of the Gospel can be very faithful 

and true, and our child who might be 5, 6, 7 years old, might also have a true 

understanding of the Gospel. But their ability to articulate it is going to be vastly different 

because there is a different level of actual maturity there between two different people. It 

doesn’t necessarily mean that one is wrong. It just means that this one needs to grow. 

They might be wrong. They might need correction. But there is a difference between that 

and walking in unrepentant sin. Somebody who is just living according to the world and 

they say, “God will forgive me for this,” I would say we have a problem.  

 

Personally, I changed a little bit on this. I came to Christ because I served on a worship 

team at a youth group. I was very much not a Christian kid. I was a jerk of a kid. The 

youth pastor just said, yes, you can bring your guitar and wear your Nirvana t-shirt and 

play your guitar for our worship band. Eventually, I kind of thought maybe I should not 

wear these bands, or cover up the sticker for this band on my guitar because I know 

they’re not Christian. It was like this gentle poke of the Holy Spirit. So certainly, it has 

been used. In my life, that was a way that God used music to bring me to Him, to be 

involved in a church when I really had no desire to be in a church. 

 

But here, we do hold to that standard. I think if you have a smaller group, you can talk 

through those things a little bit differently than you could in a large church. If you’re in a 

small group setting and you have somebody that you’re in community with and 

everybody is in community with, you might have more latitude to have somebody serve 

whether it’s like, “Hey, just play guitar with me. This guy is just with us, doing this. 

We’re just going to play and we’re going to sing. He’s just figuring this out.” There is a 

difference between that and putting somebody in front of a stage where there is no 

communication that you can say, “He’s figuring this out. We know his life is a wreck.” 

There is something different about that where now we’re just almost being reckless 

because people are left to their own interpretations or understanding of why the church is 

having these people serve. You don’t have any avenue in which you can explain how 

they’re growing in their faith. So it just becomes a lot harder the further that person is 

distanced from the people they’re serving. 

 

Josh: That gets into sort of next week’s topic I guess, in terms of how you shepherd both 

people who are worshiping and who you worship with up on stage or in the seats and all 

around in life. So I think that will relate to that in terms of relationships. We’re coming 

near the end, here. We went over last time, so we’ll see if we can’t give everybody a little 

extra time. 

 

Isaac: We have about 6 questions probably coming in right now. 

 

Josh: Oh, yeah! They always launch the questions in at the very end. So what advice 

would you have if I am in the worship service, whether it’s here or at another church, and 



there is a lyric that strikes me as doctrinally strange? It hits me and I say, “I don’t know 

about that.” What would you kind of encourage me to do? 

 

Isaac: Well, I think a couple things. One is I think it’s important in the church, when we 

hear something that we disagree with or that we don’t think that we understand, or we 

think it may be in opposition to what we understand, it might be that firm, to first, I think, 

have a spirit of grace toward one another. This doesn’t matter if it’s me that would be 

choosing it, or it might be something that one of our pastors says or even one of our 

elders says or whatever. It might be in a Sunday school class. But to have a spirit of grace 

where we would say I’m going to assume the best about this brother or sister, that they 

weren’t trying to promote something that I think is false. So there is a posture in which 

we should approach one another that is caring and loving in community. So I think that’s 

pretty important, but it’s pretty quickly forgotten when we’re offended or upset about 

something.  

 

Then secondly, I think that we do have a responsibility to talk about it. So I wouldn’t just 

brush it under the rug and say, “Whew! That’s goofy! Well, anyway, where are we going 

to lunch?” I think that we should say, “Can we talk for a second? Because I just don’t get 

why we’re singing this word or why you would teach this passage that says this, but 

here’s what this passage says. I just don’t get the connection between the two. It seems 

like a contradiction.” I think that we can grow together.  

 

I think that then finally, we have to have a lot of humility in that. So those of us that are 

leading need to have humility to receive feedback from people, and those of us that are 

presenting that feedback have to come with a lot of humility as well because we might 

actually be off base in our interpretation of it. I don’t know. It could be a typo on the 

slide. Someone would go, “What? What did you say?” But no, we didn’t say that. 

 

Josh: Well, yes, I’m thankful. We’ve had people in our church family who have asked 

questions and it sharpens me. It makes me think about things in teaching and in songs. A 

lot of actually good discussions come out of people, our church members asking 

questions and causing us to think more.  

 

Isaac: Yes. We’re all fallible people. None of us are able to do what God has called us to 

perfectly, whether that’s leading songs or preaching or teaching or even just being a 

member in the church. None of us are going to be able to do it perfectly. That’s part of 

why it’s so important to be in the church together, in a community in a church. It’s why 

we promote biblical membership as such a crucial thing. It’s because we’re able, under 

the authority of the Word, to hold each other accountable to what God’s Word says and 

to practice biblical restoration and just all of the things that happen in community that 

can’t happen when you’re just isolated. Or if you’re only just watching church online, not 

because you’re physically unable to be there, but because you just choose not to, there is 

something that you really miss out on. There is a significant portion of the church that 

you miss out on. 

 



Josh: That’s a good segue to next week, when we talk about who we worship with and 

the relationship side. We’ll not get away from truth. We’ll keep circling back to it. But 

the idea I think as you said, a good twenty year vision of do people see the big God for 

who He is in all His glory displayed through the goodness of Jesus Christ in the power of 

the Spirit? This has to be our guiding beacon, our anchor, everything that would lead us 

in how we worship. Let me close us in prayer, here. 

 

Father, thank you for the truth of your Word, your Spirit that enlightens and illumines us 

to know who Jesus is and what He has accomplished through His death on the cross, 

bearing our sins, His rise from the grave, the victory that is ahead, His call for us to 

repent of our sins and to turn to Him, to be changed and the joy that is ahead and that we 

await in faith, even through the grief of life, all the facets of walking with you. Help us to 

be able to convey that to one another and to others through song in ways that are truthful. 

In Jesus’ name, I pray. Amen.                                                                                    

 

                     

 

             

 

       

 

 

 


