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Josh: Let’s take a moment and pray together for the church family and as we get ready to 

think about this topic. If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have prophetic powers and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have 

not love, I am nothing. If I give away all I have, and if I deliver up my body to be burned, 

but have not love, I gain nothing.  

 

Father, as we think about relationships, both vertically with you and horizontally with 

others, the priority of love and how easy it is for us to think we’re accomplishing so much 

despite brokenness in those relationships. We hear from your Word how important love 

is. We can’t be accomplishing all the things we imagine if we don’t have love. Lord, as 

we consider the topic tonight, as you expose places where there is an absence of love, a 

void, a brokenness, whether it’s vertically, between us and you or horizontally, between 

us and others, Lord, help us to address those things and to remember how important the 

power of the Gospel is when it comes to bringing reconciliation and healing. That power 

of the gospel work is part of what moves us to worship in a way that is right. Lord, may 

we be a church that worships in healthy ways in real gospel relationship and true love.  

 

Lord, we do right now take a moment to think about our church family all over the area 

and even across the globe. We think of Global Outreach Partners. There are people 

related to Bethany all over that are experiencing joys that they’re able to rejoice in, but 

also sorrows that they are grieving. Lord, we know that the body rejoices together with 

others, but also suffers together with those who are grieving. Lord, we ask that you would 

help us to be a church family that is faithful in expressing shared sorrow and shared joy. 

Lord, help us to point one another to Jesus.  

 

We ask that you would give comfort to those even now who are looking or awaiting time 

in the hospital, awaiting procedures. We ask that you would give them strength and 

comfort. For those who are trying to heal and recover, we ask that you would bring them 

encouragement and support. For those who are in deep pain because of relational 

brokenness, we ask that you would give healing and tonight in particular, that you would 

give hope. Lord, grant us wisdom and unity and clarity as we discuss worship matters 

related to relationship. Even as people raise questions, help us to stir one another up to 

love and good deeds in a way that brings you glory. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.  

 

Alright, well, we are in our third week here on the Worship Matters series. We have one 

more week and then we’re taking November off. So next week is the last week before 

we’ll come back for a three week series on making the most of Christmas in December. 

But this is our third of four sessions here on worship.  

 



You can ask questions. You can text them in and those go back to our production crew 

there in the back and they forward them up to us. But the microphone is here and as you 

all know, you can interrupt us. If you wave and you don’t get our attention because the 

lights are bright, just start talking. The crew in the back reminded me don’t tap the 

microphone. Just talk into it and you can interrupt at any point. A few weeks in a row, we 

got a flurry of questions right at the end. So if you have one burning on your heart, feel 

free to just come and share it right away. 

 

Isaac: Or if there is one that, we were looking through the ones that have already been 

sent in. I think we’ve gotten all of them. But if you had a question that you asked or if we 

said we’re going to cover that one on x or y week, then certainly ask that again and feel 

free to shoot that out to us right away. 

 

Josh: So, I’ll throw a few areas that might get some thoughts out there. We talked about 

the specialness of music, of singing. Even today, I was talking with my daughter about 

how powerful music is. It’s actually one of the most powerful things in the world. It 

really is unique even in the universe, in terms of how music can actually bring people 

together and how we can sing and worship together on planet earth in a way that you 

can’t anywhere else.  

 

We talked about how from Scripture and then from a music team at Bethany’s 

perspective, you have approached thinking about this from those three angles of truth, of 

relationship, of impact, of doctrine, of relationship, and of mission. So we talked about 

truth last time and we’re talking about relationship here. There are a lot of passages that 

come to mind in relationship. When we prayed, I was thinking about the church at 

Corinth and that chapter on love, of how we can do a lot of things that seem big and 

flashy and important, but if we don’t have love and getting to the heart of relationship, 

then there is actually something so missing that what we’re doing is worthless. Just a few 

chapters earlier, there is worship happening through communion, which isn’t the same as 

singing, but they’re coming together and doing church stuff. Paul says, talking about 

communion,    

 

1 Corinthians 11:17 But in the following instructions I do not commend you, because 

when you come together it is not for the better but for the worse. 

 

This is a huge verse when we have a night called Better Together. Paul says, not 

necessarily, because of what was going on in their relationship. Matthew, when Jesus is 

talking about worship there and sacrifice, he says if you remember a brother has 

something against you, you go and talk with that brother. Make it right. He puts a priority 

on relationship and it gets back to the heart that God seemed to have both relayed through 

the Ten Commandments and then relayed often through like a prophet Isaiah, who said, 

“You’re worshiping me and saying these things, but there is such brokenness in your 

relationships that I’m not receiving it the way that you think I am.” All the way up to the 

key passage that I’ll toss over to you, Colossians chapter 3, that you opened us up with. 

There is a huge emphasis in that context on relationship. It speaks specifically about 



singing, but singing in the context of right, loving, healthy relationship in the church. So 

those are a few passages that come to mind as I think about the context.  

 

Then maybe some questions might come as I throw out things that threaten relationship. 

Then I would love to hear from you. What are things that you see as challenges to 

relationship? You mentioned stuff that had been mentioned in the past; preferences, style 

of music, amount of singing, whether we stand or sit, whether people raise their hands or 

not, whether we have a drum kit on stage, whether there is a piano, whether there is an 

organ, what kinds of songs. These are all things that start to affect relationship even in 

this room. Whether we clap, all those kinds of things, let alone all the things that we bring 

in with us. So those are some obvious ones. I don’t know if there are ones that come to 

mind from your perspective. 

 

Isaac: Well, when you look through the Old Testament, you see a lot of very specific 

processes in which they are supposed to worship God. He is very specific in how He 

wants to be worshiped. In the New Testament, you have a lot of descriptions about when 

they gather, but there is not a lot of regulations necessarily given, saying, “first you will 

start with singing the doxology and then you will take up the offering and then…” There 

is none of that, which is the counterpoint to what the Old Testament is. There is a lot 

more freedom in how we worship the Lord in a gathered worship service compared to the 

old covenant versus the new covenant. So it requires a lot of discernment, a lot of 

wisdom, a lot of patience, and honestly, just a lot of grace from people. Because even in 

the same general culture, two different churches are going to have two very different 

expressions of how they worship.  

 

In one church, there might be a pianist who is very gifted and can play something from 

Bach in the church that would be a hymn, or Handel, or something that you would say, 

“This is so edifying and wonderful and we can sing this song.” Whereas, some other 

church, there is this old guy that can play the piano a little bit, but he’s not going to play 

some classical piece. So we’re limited based on who it is, and that’s not a bad thing. 

That’s just the reality. So even when we want to do the same things, they’re going to look 

different based on who God has brought together in the church. So there is just an infinite 

level of diversity that is going to happen in the songs that we’re picking, in the songs that 

we’re singing, in how we’re putting the service together.  

 

I think that’s also reflected in kind of the liturgy of the church. I saw the question that 

came through that was asking about how we’re structuring our services, if you want to 

read that. I don’t have it in front of me. 

 

Josh: Yes, so it says, we typically sing first, followed by a sermon. Is there a reason to do 

it in that order, versus singing after teaching, as a response to the Word? So, is that order 

of service just cultural, or is it intentional, by design? I don’t know if you have an initial 

thought. 

 



Isaac: I think a lot of it is probably cultural. I mean, it’s a pretty common order of 

service, really across western culture. You spent a lot of time as a kid in a missionary 

family overseas, so you’ve been exposed to more of other types of church situations.  

 

Josh: Yes. There is a variety of evangelical traditions, but it is pretty standard in terms of 

the bulk of the singing happening before. But yes, there are some churches that definitely 

sing a lot more and teach a lot less and imbed the teaching at some point in the service. 

As I think about some of the times like in the more different cultures, like being out in 

Mozambique. One of the ways is actually not dissimilar from America. They would sing 

a lot in the beginning, but it’s sort of like everybody is coming and gathering. So you’re 

singing because not everybody is there yet. It takes people a long time to walk in. But 

there, it’s more like a couple hours that you’re singing while people are showing up.  

 

It’s kind of funny because there are some times where we do that in America. In fact, I 

remember one time where there was a certain person who was about to preach and they 

weren’t exactly ready. There was someone who finished the singing and then it was like, 

“Uh oh! The person is not here to preach. I guess we’re going to sing another song.” 

They sang another song and then the person was ready to preach, so it worked out. But I 

think there are some times where that can be a pragmatic thing.  

 

But I think it’s more than a cultural or pragmatic thing for us. I think there is a sense in 

which we are striving to give a great amount of attention to listening to the Word and 

sitting under the Word and building towards the Word proclaiming the exalted Christ. We 

try to respond to that in worship through a song at the end, in a way that is very 

memorable, that will keep that truth ringing in our ears through the week, and then the 

ultimate response of obedience following. Not that we wouldn’t maybe mix up the order 

of service on occasion, but that gets into relationship. Sometimes that can be disruptive 

for people because they’re showing up later and thinking, “What happened?”  

 

Isaac: We had a question, I think it was last week, about advice for preparing your heart 

to worship. People are coming in, whether it’s fighting with the kids as you’re getting 

them out of the door of the house or in the door of the church or to the Sunday School 

class. When our kids were little, I remember they would be very clingy to our leg, crying 

and being peeled off of our leg. You come from that and sit down, and Boom! “Let me 

receive the Word and hear all…” Sometimes it’s helpful, and I think that’s the way that 

we’re typically treating it, to have some time to really reflect and to participate and to 

sing and to get your mind into a place that is more ready to hear the Word proclaimed.  

 

Josh: Yes. I think there is a level of energy required to sitting under the Word, that is a 

mental energy. When you’re coming in, as you’re singing, it’s taking all of your body in 

one way, through song. But a lot of our lyrics are very focused on sort of the broader 

Gospel, or the general Gospel, and really trying to rehearse that very core, basic truth. 

Then as we get into the Word, sometimes it gets even more complex as we’re dealing 

with different passages. So having a firm grasp of the basic Gospel helps you when you 

take a deep dive into Zechariah. If you do that right off the bat, sometimes you lack the 

context as a Christian church. You’re like, “Whoa! Where are we? Zechariah? What’s 



going on?” But if you’ve sung Gospel truth, you’ve come in as a weary pilgrim, 

reminded of the truths. We’re the church gathering together. We believe in Jesus. We’re 

united. We understand. Okay. Now we can, like Pastor Ritch was saying, these were 

written for our encouragement. We’re in Zechariah and we’re able to bring it back to, 

here’s what Zechariah saw and connect it to the Gospel. But sometimes I think being very 

simple and basic about the Gospel truths in those songs help us to transition from just the 

busyness of life without getting lost.  

 

Isaac: Yes, I completely agree. We mentioned, I think we just are saying a lot of the 

same things over and over again, but all of these topics are so kind of fluid. They’re 

inseparable from one another, so we’re kind of hitting it from different angles. But it is 

really all-inclusive when we’re talking through these issues. But when, I’m sorry, I just 

was reading that question like as I’m talking, so I’m distracting myself. 

 

Josh: It’s so good! It’s also like three questions in one that just came in. You gotta love 

those compound questions. It’s three good questions. 

 

Isaac: But anyway, it’s much more likely that we’re going to get our mind and our heart 

to follow the actions that we take in faith, knowing that this is what we should do, than it 

is to expect our actions to follow once our mind gets in the right place. Does that make 

sense? If your head is totally in a different space and you’re totally not clued in, but you 

say, “I just need to do this. I need to sing. I need to proclaim the truth through 

congregational singing. I need to read the Scripture. I need to pray with my church,” then 

your heart can follow and catch up with your actions. A lot of times, God uses this to 

prepare us to really worship and can really mold our hearts through that. But if we’re 

sitting there waiting for our hearts to be in it and thinking “You have to follow your heart. 

You have to wait for that,” it might get there. But if you’re not taking action in what God 

has asked us to do as a church gathering together, or individually in your spiritual 

disciplines, whether it’s praying or reading the Bible or just those basic things, then 

you’re going to have a really hard time having your heart in the right spot. 

 

Josh: No, that’s good. This question is a good one and it’s going to open up several 

things. 

 

Isaac: I’m anxious to hear what you think about it. (Laughter!) 

 

Josh: Okay. Well, before we get into that suspense, I have a question for you about this 

whole order of worship and people coming in. So we started this thing, I forget what you 

call it. 

 

Isaac: Prelude song. 

 

Josh: Prelude song. So walk me through the prelude song. What’s the design behind that 

and how should we as a church interact with this prelude song? 

 



Isaac: Sure. It really is just that. It is previous to the service. It precedes the service. So 

we have the countdown still going on the screens. It counts down. Usually, it’s about four 

minutes before the start of the service officially, is when that song will begin. Sometimes 

we time it right on. Usually, it’s like horseshoes. It’s kind of close. But the point of it is  

how can we encourage people so that when we start the service, people will go, “I feel 

some level of excitement to sing with my church and to be a part of a worship service 

where I’m sitting next to my brothers and sisters and we’re engaging in this together. 

We’re doing this together. We’re expressing praise to God as one body.”  

 

Before we started doing the song, it’s not that people couldn’t do that, but we were just 

playing a slideshow of announcements and things that were happening and then we just 

got some music playing off of an Ipod that is really quiet and kind of in the background. 

People are talking, which is fine. We just thought, let’s just try something to help build a 

little bit more energy, to prepare people to sing a little bit better. Then also, sometimes in 

just the physical structure or the layout of our building, it’s sometimes hard to tell how 

close it is to the service time beginning. Depending on where you are, all of those 

monitors out in the foyer are not necessarily visible. So you can’t see a countdown or a 

clock. It’s just easy to miss a start. So we thought if we do something like this, more of 

that audio is coming through the foyer and the sound system out there. So it’s just extra 

indicators to people to help shepherd them to say, “Okay, this is the time. So let’s head 

that way.”  

 

People react differently to it. Some people stand up and immediately start singing. 

They’ve told me, “Man, this is great! We start our worship service early,” and we kind of 

do. But other people will just kind of sit and they’ll either meditate on that or just kind of 

receive that moment. That’s fine, too. It’s really just meant to minister to the church. I 

know other churches will do it just instrumentally. Or they’ll sing a song, but they won’t 

put the lyrics up on the screen. They say, “Just hear this. Just let this encourage you as we 

prepare to worship.” We just thought we will go ahead and put the lyrics up so that 

people can sing. Last week, we sang I Stand Amazed, so I asked people to sing because I 

thought we can’t just come in and sit. We’re singing I Stand Amazed. Come on, people! 

So we did. So everybody stood a lot longer. But normally, I wouldn’t do that because it’s 

a prelude song. 

 

Josh: That sounds good. No, that’s good. It’s good to hear a little bit of your thoughts 

behind that.  

 

So, here’s the tri-fold question that everybody is waiting in suspense, here. It’s actually a 

very practical question. In order to truly worship God, is it necessary to first make sure 

that no one in the congregation has anything against us? What if someone has something 

against us, but we don’t know it? Are we responsible for whether other people are able to 

worship God? So three questions, and all of them very relevant and they relate in 

different ways. So, I guess taking them in order. In order to truly worship God, is it 

necessary to first make sure that no one in the congregation has anything against us? I 

want to probably just draw on some passages that come to mind. 

 



Isaac: So, just to clarify, too. That’s referring to Jesus’ statement saying if you come to 

give your gift at the altar. 

 

Josh: Right! So that might have even been from what I was referencing, or the Sermon 

on the Mount. I think Matthew would be a passage. Feel free to shout it out. I’m going to 

try to pull it up, here. Matthew 5:23, it looks like.  

 

So here is Jesus. He’s giving this Sermon on the Mount. I guess, why it relates is kind of 

interesting. I had the opportunity to, when we were going through Moses and preached 

through the Ten Commandments, I was struck by how a lot of times, we draw distinction 

between the law and love. Like, there is the law, which is bad. Then there is love, which 

is more like Jesus and it’s good. I guess that’s sort of a simplistic thing. As I was 

preaching through the Ten Commandments, it was fascinating that these are really just 

God-given instructions on love. Actually, this is what love looks like. The Ten 

Commandments really get broken down into vertical and horizontal love. The first are 

dealing with vertical love, like how do you love God with all your heart, soul, mind and 

strength? You don’t treat Him like He’s not God. It relates to how do you love God and 

then how do you love others? Starting with the relationship with your parents and then 

the things that you would do that are unloving, don’t do these things. Don’t love yourself 

more than them. But the law, at the end of the day, was very much about love, God 

instructing on this is love.  

 

So Moses is up there on the mountain, bringing down, teaching, here is what true love is. 

Then Jesus here, starting out His ministry on the Sermon on the Mount, goes up on the 

mountain and it’s very reminiscent of Moses. Matthew, as a Jewish tax collector and now 

a follower of Jesus, is speaking to a Jewish audience, I think in emphasis, and saying this 

is the new Moses. This is the one that actually was prophesied that was going to come 

and do what Moses couldn’t do. In fact, He teaches with authority, not like the scribes. 

He starts to unpack that this is what it is to be a true follower of God. Let me help you 

understand. He says 

 

Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have 

not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.  

 

He starts to unpack what love looks like in different categories. Here, He says 

 

Matthew 5:21-22 “You have heard that it was said to those of old, ‘You shall not 

murder; and whoever murders will be liable to judgment.’ But I say to you that everyone 

who is angry with his brother will be liable to judgment;  

 

So He takes that and He says love is not just don’t murder, but He says this is a matter of 

the heart. That’s the context for where He says   

 

Matthew 5:23-26 So if you are offering your gift at the altar and there remember that 

your brother has something against you, leave your gift there before the altar and go. First 

be reconciled to your brother, and then come and offer your gift. Come to terms quickly 



with your accuser while you are going with him to court, lest your accuser hand you over 

to the judge, and the judge to the guard, and you be put into prison. Truly, I say to you, 

you will never get out until you have paid the last penny. 

 

These are some pretty heavy words from Jesus. But I think in the context of this is true 

love and He is talking about worship through sacrifice, here, the idea of a brother having 

something against you. It’s not just like “I’m offended because of something that you did 

that’s not moral.” This is, “I have something against you that you have done a wrong and 

I have a charge against you that is a legitimate charge.” So in this situation, Jesus is 

saying it’s priority that you would be reconciled. So I think this passage, with all that 

context, it does bring about the importance of relationship. He used that word “brothers.” 

So we’re not talking about just random people in the world. We’re talking about within 

this family, that I think Matthew is going to unpack is the context of the church in 

Matthew 16:18. But the priority of relationship is huge. I think that does relate to what 

Paul would say in Romans 12 that so far as it depends on you, be at peace with others, 

and then 1 Corinthians, where relationship is key. So those are a couple of passages that 

come to mind. 

 

So in order to truly worship God, is it necessary to first make sure no one in the 

congregation has anything against us? I think that phrase “so far as it depends on you” is 

pretty key in Romans chapter 12. But I think that in the context of worship, the Holy 

Spirit is going to expose relational brokenness in our lives. I guess we would have to 

define what it means to truly worship God. But is there going to be a hindrance to our 

worship in some way if we don’t address clear relational brokenness? I would say, yes. 

So “truly” is maybe a hard word because it kind of… 

 

Isaac: Yes, it’s kind of a pejorative term to say, so it’s hard to define it that way. But I 

agree. I think you’re exactly on the right track with that because I’ve had times where 

I’ve been confronted by dear friends and brothers, saying, “Hey, how is this relationship 

where there was some tension in the past?” I go, “Oh, it’s fine. We don’t even talk about 

that.” They say, “Well, is it reconciled? Are things good?” “Oh, no. We just don’t talk. 

It’s fine.” How would the Holy Spirit speak into that circumstance? Things like that, 

where the reality is, I have to admit that it’s not okay to not be at peace with your 

brothers that are in the church. 

 

Josh: Right! We can probably draw some practical examples, but I think it’s a very, very 

good question. It could be actually your actual brother that you’re coming into church 

with and you’re sitting next to him and you had fighting in the car. Maybe a more 

common example would be your spouse. So you’re having an argument or disagreement 

in the car or something happens and you say something that was hurtful and here you 

come in. Or you put your kid in the nursery and there was crying. There was just a 

traumatic moment and you sinned in a way that you get angry, which is the context of 

this passage in Matthew. So you’re angry at your spouse. You both come in there, but 

you’re smiling now because you’re in church. You’re coming in and you’re going to sing 

songs that say, “I’ll do whatever you ask. Lord, you’re worth everything,” and you’re 

saying these words. 



First of all, if you have that brokenness and it’s fresh, it’s almost impossible to sing those 

words and not sort of compromise your soul. You feel it if you’re really thinking about it. 

Sometimes we totally detach, which at that point, I don’t think we’re truly worshiping 

because we’re not thinking at all about what we’re saying. But when you’re like, “I’ll 

follow as you lead,” you’re saying all these words. If you do have a relationship that you 

have softness there to the Lord and with your spouse, you get into a situation where you 

kind of stop and sometimes maybe you just hold hands, but you’re just acknowledging, “I 

wronged you,” and maybe even saying, “Will you forgive me?” Maybe your spouse is 

not ready, but you are trying to be careful of the relationship and just to say, “I want to be 

at peace with you.” That’s just like in a brief moment, but it shows how hard it is to truly 

sing in a meaningful way, these words that are like, “Jesus died for me,” and all this stuff.  

To withhold forgiveness when you’re celebrating the forgiveness that you’ve received, 

that’s like in a family unit.  

 

I think that the hard part is that stuff happens over time and then you kind of forget about 

it. You don’t have that immediate emotion. But the Holy Spirit brings things to mind and 

can bring those things because people experience that brokenness as a fresh grievance 

and we forget about it. We’ve grown callous. But God’s Spirit will bring it to mind. I 

think then to say, can I fully worship? God is going to bring things to mind for us to 

actually go and address with each other and that’s going to be part of church all the time. 

But I would say that phrase “so far as it depends on you” is huge! 

 

Isaac: There’s a weight on the follow-up question on that as well. What if someone has 

something against us but we don’t know it? As far as it depends on you, I think we do 

have a responsibility. But if we don’t have any idea that we have offended someone, 

when it is made known, especially if it’s something that is valid, that we’ve done, “You 

said this. It was really hurtful.” I didn’t mean that at all! You totally misunderstood what 

I meant. “It was really hurtful in the context of it.” I do think we have a responsibility to 

try to bring reconciliation where it depends on us. 

 

Josh: Yes. I think this word “offense” is tough because there is a difference between an 

offense that is a preference or perception and an offense that is actually a wrong, a sin. I 

think as you try to process in terms of offense like of preference, I would say, what if 

someone has something against us we don’t know? I would almost say I’ll tell you that 

that’s true. It’s true already. I’ll tell all of you already.  

 

I remember when Pastor Ritch preached through Romans and he said, “Stand up if you 

think we should worship like this. Stand up or sit down if you think…” Like, all over the 

place, people thought we shouldn’t be wearing jeans. You’re out. People thought we 

shouldn’t be raising our hands. You’re out. People have a lot of different preferences, and 

some of them even so strongly that they get offended by a thing and they perceive things. 

So that is different even than this context of you actually wronged someone and sinned 

against them. That gets back to the expectations and the past tough topics that we have 

covered.  

 



But I would say for sure, there are going to be people who have preferences that are 

offended. But so far as it depends on you, that you can make it right, if there are things 

that you believe before God I need to ask for forgiveness for this thing, then that’s a 

responsibility that we have. If someone has something against us that we don’t know, 

that’s going to happen all the time. I think that there is still a call for both of us to try to 

show longsuffering, like you said, show a lot of grace, seek reconciliation and 

forgiveness from both ends as much as we can. There is often going to be shortcomings 

in that, where someone feels like, “I feel like I’ve come 90 and you’ve come 10.” Or 

someone feels like “I’ve come 90 and you’ve come 10 or you’ve only come 5,” and there 

is a gap that, “you need to just come a little bit further.” I think that kind of gap, 

underneath the submission of the Scriptures and with wisdom of leaders in the church 

family, that you have to close that gap with grace and longsuffering and forgiveness. 

That’s the only way a church can survive.  

 

So there are a lot of good questions there and practical questions. If I feel relationally 

broken, what do I do? Do I stop singing? Do I go in the middle of service and go and talk 

to somebody?  

 

Audience member: So to summarize, it matters how we approach worship. It matters! 

We need to be intentional. Our hearts need to be right. We need to be considerate of other 

people, and so on and so forth.  

 

Josh: Yes!  

 

Isaac: I’m taking a class right now that is on pastoral ministry, in some of my seminary 

studies. One of our textbooks is by Kent Hughes, a pastor up in northern Illinois, called 

The Pastor’s Book. In that, he talks about the two main things that have been lacking in 

the church recently. He said one is the Word of God and two is the fear of God. He said 

that when we come to the church, we come to worship, we sit down, and I’m guilty of 

this. We have our coffee. We’re sitting in our comfy chair. We’re just ready to hear this 

smooth jazz music and this soft sermon. We’re just comfortable. I think he said it was 

Annie Dillard that wrote that we should be coming into church, women shouldn’t be 

coming in with straw hats on. They should be coming in with crash helmets and life 

jackets and a safety rope, because you don’t know where God is going to send you that 

you’re so far out you can never return the way that you came. The amount of power that 

we are calling upon on Sunday mornings, we can’t even begin to imagine the strength 

and the awe and majesty. But yet we come to the church and there is just no fear of God, 

no honor of who God is. 

 

Josh: Right! The fear of God. To change a little bit from the horizontal to the vertical 

relationship and why it matters, I think about Nadab and Abihu worshiping there not 

through song, but in a manner of worship that God had prescribed in one sense, with 

incense. But they were doing it in a way that He had not prescribed. They were flippant. 

They did not fear Him. As a result, they were engulfed in flames, if I’m remembering 

correctly. So they were destroyed. These are the sons of Aaron. I mean, this is a big deal. 

But they were treating God lightly, as they approached Him in worship.  



There is something significant about coming in the context of the church community. 

You see that in the beginning of the book of Acts, with worship through giving. But here 

are Ananias and Sapphira and they’re coming and they want to be a part of what is 

happening. But they’re doing it in a deceptive way, not to the glory of God. There is an 

example made of them in a very similar way to Nadab and Abihu at the beginning of 

Israel, now here at the beginning of the church, showing when you come and you’re 

coming in the context of believers, you are testifying to something that is true about God. 

There is a credibility of your life, of the message that now is at stake. The seriousness 

raises such that in 1 Corinthians 12, when he says it’s not for the better, it’s actually for 

the worse. He says there are consequences. There is actually sickness and suffering and 

even death because of how lightly they were treating this aspect of worship. I think 

singing goes right along in that same category of worship through song. If you’re being 

flippant with God and with truth, there should be a fear about what is at stake. I think all 

of us tremble in fear of that, and that’s a part of worship.  

 

We have another question. I’ve heard it said in regards to the worship service that if it’s 

not forbidden in Scripture, then it’s permissible. Is this biblically-based?  

 

Isaac: I think that gets back a little bit to what we started talking about earlier. The big 

churchy term is the regulative principle, that we don’t really teach on here. But the idea 

behind that is kind of that there are certain things that you need to have present within a 

church service that are sort of closed-handed. We need to have these. We hold these 

tightly. So that may be baptism and membership and eldership and biblical teaching of 

the Word and communion and church discipline. There are those elements of it, but then 

there is a lot of freedom in what else we can do. I don’t know that I would say that 

anything is permissible, because there is a question of wisdom and a lot of discernment 

that could easily just be thrown out the window.  

 

There is a church that probably about ten or twelve years ago raised a little bit of ire. 

They were a relatively conservative theological church, but they were trying to do things 

that were cutting edge. So I think it was on their Good Friday service, they played 

Running with the Devil by VanHalen as the opening song that their band played. It’s 

funny to me because obviously the whole Judas and everything else. Are you familiar 

with the song? 

 

Josh: I’m so culturally…I can’t even laugh with you, Isaac. I can look at you enjoying 

some kind of irony. (Laughter!) 

 

Isaac: But where they got there was from in the book of Acts, Paul is preaching from 

what was called Mars Hill, and he quotes from an author. He said your own author has 

said, and then he quotes a line of a poem. But then other people have taken that to the 

extreme and said, “See? Paul has used secular sources, so we have the freedom to use 

secular sources.” Well, I think there is a difference between saying one line of one poem 

in reference to the point that you’re making to help people understand “even you people 

believe this,” and singing VanHalen to open your Good Friday church service. There is 

just a disconnect between those two. I think that’s just one example of probably many 



that probably get even more extreme than that, where you go, it’s not forbidden in 

Scripture to play VanHalen in church. Well, it’s not necessarily wise, though.  

 

I think especially with music, there is a lot of power in the songs that we sing. If we’re 

singing songs that don’t have any kind of call toward putting our hope or our minds or 

our hearts on Christ, there is no middle ground there. It’s not a neutral thing. I’m 

reminded that it says in James that friendship with the world is enmity toward God. There 

is this polar opposite. It’s not just that they’re opposed to each other, but they’re fighting 

in opposition of one another. You’re either friends with the world, or you are worshiping 

the Lord. 

 

Josh: Right! There are passages that would come to mind on that, like Ephesians 5. It 

says  

 

Ephesians 5:11-12 Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose 

them. For it is shameful even to speak of the things that they do in secret.  

 

And later, let no unwholesome word, kind of thing, proceed. So there are ways that you 

can kind of describe that. But I think that there are really two different approaches. That 

regulative principle idea is, that’s the theological term or the churchy word. But you 

either are approaching it saying “we’re only going to do what Scripture very specifically 

says we have to do and nothing else,” or saying that “yes, Scripture has given us some 

things, but also, there is freedom because it hasn’t restricted some of the expressions that 

we could do.” So I think you’re trying to use wisdom in both, but those are two different 

approaches. You might find a church that says if it’s not in the Bible, it shouldn’t happen. 

That’s a different approach. There are actually whole books and discussions on that, that 

would get back to the doctrinal soundness side of things.  

 

We have a few other questions. We’ll keep going. David wrote Psalms and worshiped 

while at odds with Saul and with Absalom. To me, this demonstrates that we can worship 

even though there is conflict. That’s a good reference. I think there is a question there 

when it says “at odds with Saul and with Absalom.” I guess that we can worship even 

though there is conflict. I wouldn’t disagree with that. There could be conflict and you 

could still worship. I think the issue is that as far as it depended on David, that he had 

sought to make it right. So the conflict exists because others are not responding the way 

that they should. So for David to be able to say, “I’m trusting God in this.” If you read the 

Psalms, you can see him appealing. Conflict is a major part of worship. The psalmist is 

crying out at all the people who are in conflict against him and want him dead, and he is 

able to cry out to God. That’s a part of worship. So just because people are upset with us, 

it doesn’t stop us from worshiping. But it’s when we’ve wronged them sinfully and we’re 

not showing any regard or pursuit of reconciliation, that’s when it starts to get in the way 

of our vertical relationship.  

 

Isaac: Yes, it’s not a one-to-one correlation. I was trying to find the passage in Acts, but I 

can’t find the exact one. Peter was arrested and they put him into chains and then the 

angel came in the middle of the night and woke him up and said, “Get up.” The chains 



fell off of his hands and feet and the doors of the prison just opened and he walked out. It 

said he thought he was having a vision, until all of a sudden, the angel left him and he’s 

in the middle of a courtyard, freed from the prison and he goes, “Oh, I’m freed.” He left 

and that’s when the servant girl, Rhoda, was leaving him knocking at the gate because 

she was so excited that he was there. Well then the next day, it says that the people that 

were in charge of watching him were executed because he was freed.  

 

So there is a hard reality there. He didn’t sin against these people. He was sinned against 

by being placed in the prison. It said he was likely going to be executed, if you read the 

full passage. So there is certainly sinning happening against Peter, but then he leaves, 

certainly, based on what God is directing him. I mean, an angel literally is waking him 

up, freeing him from prison, and walking him out the door. So there is no question about 

the will of the Lord in this case. But his actions, even following what the will of the Lord 

is, resulted in harm happening to other people.  

 

So I think that the reality that we have to think of is that we are in a world that is fallen 

and completely cursed by sin. So we’re going to experience the effects of that because 

when people sin, it affects far more people than just the one that is actually committing 

that sin or that wrong. Even if it’s just against one person, there is always fallout on 

countless other people that are experiencing the effects of that sin. So I think it’s a matter 

of saying like you said earlier, have we done something to sin against someone and is it 

within our power to be reconciled to them? Are we aware of a real offense or even a 

misunderstanding that we can help negotiate or navigate to try and bring reconciliation? 

But then also to realize there are certain things where people are going to be mad at us 

because we preached the truth, because we proclaimed the gospel and proclaimed Christ. 

That’s different from saying, “Well, we can’t worship if they’re not happy with us.” We 

can’t use that as a thermometer for our own spirit toward the Lord.  

 

Josh: Right! That gets into fear of God versus fear of man. I think the key is David feared 

God. His psalms in those hard times cried out to God. Rather than being afraid of the 

people around him, he was turning it vertical. I think actually, that kind of conflict can 

cause us to worship. In Matthew 5, we see Jesus saying 

 

Matthew 5:10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs 

is the kingdom of heaven.     

 

Just two verses later, He says 

 

Matthew 5:12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, 

 

So I think actually, the conflict for doing what is right can cause us to rejoice and be glad. 

I think sometimes, if it’s within the church family, if there is a way that we can seek 

peace, then we want to as far as it depends on us. But there are times where we go, “I 

think I’ve done what I can. I’m going to trust and pray for longsuffering and grace to 

cover that gap that exists.” Or that the Holy Spirit will bring it and make it clear to me or 

someone else. In a messy situation, that’s going to happen a ton.  



There will be messiness, including your Senior Pastor texting in questions about 

Leviticus. I think it’s fair for us to skip questions about Leviticus (Laughter!) if they 

come from Pastor Ritch. I don’t know if they’re intentioned to be serious. We’ll see if a 

follow up comes in on that. I don’t have my Study Bible up here with me. I was looking 

back. I don’t even see, he’s talking about Leviticus chapter 26. I’m sure someone out 

there is going to find something interesting there. But we don’t have any other questions 

in. We’re coming near the end, so if you’re looking for your time to ask, now it’s rapidly 

fading away. 

 

Isaac: So one thing that I would just mention as we’re talking, I came across a passage 

today. It was actually from the Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis. Wormwood in this story 

is a minor demon being counseled by his mentor, Screwtape, on how to deal with this 

patient, which is someone who is a new convert in the church. So something that he 

mentioned in here touches very much on worship in the church. But as we’re talking 

about it meaning the music in the church, it also talks about that. This, to me, hit home on 

how important all of these elements of worship are; the songs that we’re choosing, the 

relationships that we have with one another, the mission of following Christ together in 

the church together. So I’m just going to read this passage. It’s not very long. It says 

 

“At the first of these churches, the vicar,” the preacher, “is a man who has been so long 

engaged in watering down the faith to make it easier for a supposedly incredulous and 

hard-hearted congregation, that it is now he who shocks his parishioners with his 

unbelief, not vice versa. He has undermined many a soul’s Christianity. His conduct of 

the services is also admirable.” Again, this is speaking in irony. It’s a demon talking 

about ways that pastors have helped their churches grow cold. “In order to spare all of the 

church the difficulties, he has deserted both the lectionary and the appointed psalms. And 

now, without even noticing it, he just revolves endlessly round and round the little 

treadmill of his fifteen favorite psalms and twenty favorite lessons. We are thus safe from 

the danger that any truth not already familiar to him and his flock should ever reach them 

through Scripture. But perhaps your patient is not quite silly enough for this church, or 

not yet.” 

 

One of our professors wrote after that, he said, “Today there are a lot of silly Christians. 

The reason, or at least part of it, is that a lot of silly churches have a lot of silly pastors 

who allow a lot of silly worship leaders to select a lot of silly songs, written by a lot of 

silly song writers. The result is that we sing songs that water down the faith and spare us 

of all difficulties and they undermine many a soul’s Christianity.” That’s pretty strong 

words, but I don’t think it’s too far off in really talking about not necessarily a church, 

specifically, but a general problem that we see in Christianity being weakened in our 

culture.  

 

Audience member: What’s worse than silliness, though, is pragmatism in the sense that, 

“Hey, let’s sing VanHalen.” 

 

Isaac: Yes.  

 



Josh: Pragmatism, to take that word and say maybe doing something because you think it 

works. I guess pragmatism in worship, you’re thinking is that principle, “What works? 

Let’s do it because it works.” Yet, it has to be defined by what your goal is. If you’re 

thinking we want some kind of outward appearance of life, we want people to, let’s say, 

give money or we want people to show up, or just the externals, then you say, “Well, this 

works in the world, doing different things. Let’s imitate that.” But it doesn’t necessarily 

work to do what God desires, which is a total, eternal, life-transformation. The thing that 

does that we know is the Gospel. So that’s the power of God to salvation to everyone 

who believes. The Holy Spirit at work; He is the one who does these things, so we’re 

going to rely on His Word and preach that Word and sing that Word and trust Him to 

accomplish His work His way. 

 

Isaac: I do think that’s a constant struggle though, pragmatism. Because especially now, 

we’re walking through even still, these aftershocks of covid and the pandemic and 

everything. We had to make accommodations for the way that people were willing to 

come together to worship. So we’ve made a lot of changes over the last two years. Even 

this service right now is the outflow of what happened when we weren’t able to even 

come together on site in the same place. It started as this little discussion between Josh 

and Ritch on Wednesday nights to minister to the church while we were distant from one 

another. But doing something like that and going, does this fit into what our ministry or 

what our goal is of trying to serve the people that are in the church? How does this help 

them? That’s different than saying, “I don’t think that livestreaming is helpful for people. 

I think it hurts people, but it gets our numbers up.” Like the ends justifies the means. 

There is a shift and it looks exactly the same. Nobody would say it like that. I’m just 

exaggerating for effect, but there is a shift that can seem really, really, really subtle. 

 

Josh: Yes, and that gets down just to a lot of times, the integrity of leaders that are 

making decisions and teams that you’re trusting to seek the Lord first and have hearts that 

are set on seeking Him and His glory, rather than the favor of man. That was the drift that 

happened with the Pharisees and Sadducees. We realize it’s always a temptation in drift 

for us. We have to pray for and bring truth to each other. 

 

Isaac: Again, I think that comes back, we said before, I think it’s important too, for the 

congregation to have the willingness and for us as leaders to have the openness and the 

humility to receive people that would say something and speak into that and say, “I’m 

just not quite sure I’m following why you guys are doing this. Walk me through this.” 

Just to have that be an actual conversation. It’s not to assume the worst of one another. 

Assume the best. But then actually talk to one another and say, “I just want to make sure 

that I’m with you on this and I’m hitting some friction as I’m thinking through this.” 

 

Josh: Just to say on the relationship side, with a church as broad as ours, with 

generational gaps, cultural gaps, there are actually a vast amount of conversations like 

that, that happen. But I would say the unique thing is whether you take covid or whether 

you take singing songs or styles or music, the position that you’re in, you’re sitting there 

thinking about as many of that variety as you can. So people are coming off and they’re 

thinking about what they’re experiencing, but there is a uniqueness to the leadership 



position that there is a bit of understanding as those conversations take place that maybe 

you’ve had five or six conversations on the same topic from opposite angles. That makes 

it difficult as a leader to actually navigate. So then there is recognition of that. For 

example, you could get a conversation where someone says, “It was too loud, today,” and 

the same day, have someone say, “it was perfect today,” and the same day, get someone 

who says, “I appreciate that. But I still would like it a little bit louder. It was still a little 

bit quiet.”  

 

Isaac: I’ve had that on the same day. (Laughter!) 

 

Josh: Yes, so these aren’t hypotheticals. You get comments that are exactly the same. So 

just to understand, that relational tension exists even in the conversations and it is tough 

as a leader, through things that can be hard, like worship, or different preferences, like 

covid. Those conversations are good, but it does get messy and we need a lot of 

longsuffering love to cover the gap because of those differences. I guess as a church 

family, the priority of love, where we prayed and started, that we would be a church that 

wouldn’t just do things and think that’s great, but that we would actually and genuinely 

love God because He’s shown His love for us in Christ. And that that love would 

overflow outward to one another and outward towards the lost, which is where we’re 

going next week as we talk about worship and mission. Would you close us in prayer, 

Isaac? 

 

Isaac: Absolutely! Father God, we thank you that you are gracious to us. We thank you 

that you have called us out of darkness, into your marvelous light. Lord, despite our 

imperfections and our frailties and our constant failings, Lord, you don’t just tolerate us. 

You don’t just put up with us. But Lord, you open your arms and you run to us. Lord, you 

rejoice over us. Lord, it is in your nature to show love and goodness and kindness. So we 

just thank you God, because you are worthy of our praise. You’re worthy of our worship.  

 

Lord, I pray that as we go from this place tonight, you would just continue to encourage 

us by your Word. Give us a heart that desires to spend time in the Word, that desires to 

spend time in prayer, that we would lead our families and our homes to love the Word, to 

grow together. Lord, when we come together on Sunday mornings or on Wednesday 

nights or these other church gatherings, Lord, that we have, I pray that we would be 

prepared from the way you have been working in our hearts all week so that we can come 

and we can express worship, that we can praise you and lift up your name, and that Lord, 

that you would grow us together as a congregation of brothers and sisters, not because of 

our similarities, not because of the way that we are uniform, but Lord, in spite of the 

many, many differences that we have, because of the hope that we have in Christ. We just 

thank you for everyone that is here and that has been gathering with us through each of 

these. I pray your blessings over our church and our families. I ask this in your name. 

Amen. 

 


