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Jack Mason: Good evening! My name is Jack Mason. I’m one of your elders, here. I 

think maybe six months ago when I got up to pray, I was asking you to pray for us, my 

father-in-law and my in-laws, as he had Dementia. There are bunches of praises! Their 

house sold in Decatur. The car was sold. They took the lawn mowers. We moved 

everybody up to our house and actually, three months ago my father-in-law is in, we’ll 

call it “camp.” He is at Heartis, in Memory Care, but that’s a good place for him. So the 

Lord has really been good. So let’s go to the Lord in prayer. 

 

Lord, thank you so much that you loved us. You paid that great price for our sins. Give us 

the faith to trust you, Lord. We just thank you for your Word that says through John, “I 

write these things to you who believe in the name of the Son of God that you may know 

that you have eternal life. And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we 

ask anything according to his will he hears us. And if we know that he hears us in 

whatever we ask, we know that we have the requests that we have asked of him.” I just 

thank you Lord that you saved us and you give us confidence through your Word in that 

trust in you. Lord, thank you for the relationship we can have and we can pray to you and 

you answer prayer.   

 

Lord, we thank you for the successful surgery thus far with Andrew Schellenberg. Lord, 

we pray that you would continue to heal his body. We pray that you would continue to be 

with him as the main surgery is this Friday. Just strengthen him physically and spiritually 

and be with the family.  

 

Lord, we pray that you would be with the youth and the Awana children tonight as they 

meet. Help them to come to know you and if they know you, that they would grow in 

you. Help them to influence their world for Jesus. Lord, help us as individuals and as 

your church to welcome as Jesus welcomed. Thank you for the visitors you bring every 

service. Thank you for your church to faithfully come together. Help us to welcome as 

Jesus for all those. 

 

Lord, we pray for Tyler and Michelle as they seek to sell their house. Lord, prepare their 

hearts and ours for this transition. Thank you for our Global Outreach partners. We pray 

that you would be with the Jorden’s as they’re seeking your wisdom to try to discern 

where they will serve and how they would serve as they go back. Be with the Wilmoth’s 

as they seek to minister the Gospel and guide them in the job that they would have along 

with that, Lord, that it would be God-honoring. Be with Rachel in Africa, as she adapts 

and learns the language. Be with the Vance’s as they prepare to serve you. Lord, help us 

to be attentive to the opportunities you give to us to share the Gospel. Help us to speak 

your Word to a world that needs you. Thank you that you surpass our expectations in 



loving us and caring for us. You are so much bigger, greater and more awesome than we 

can imagine! 

 

Lord, we pray that you would help us to encourage one another to love and good works. 

But also realize that we are humans and we will fall short, Lord, of other’s expectations. 

But Lord, you’re working in us. Help us to grow more like you. Lord, we pray that you 

would be with Ritch and Josh as they challenge us to think biblically about human and 

godly expectations. In Christ’s Name I pray, Amen. 

 

Josh: Thank you Jack. Good evening on this Wednesday evening. It’s good to be with 

everyone here. We’re in our second time through a Tough Topics series. Last week we 

talked about Sunday Habits. So that recording is available on the App and online. Next 

week, we’re talking about Entertainment. So there might be some questions there. After 

that, we talk about Disagreement and then Stewardship. That’s our September series. In 

October, we’re talking about worship and the matters of worship. But tonight, we’re in 

our second week here, looking at Expectations. It was interesting. We often get a chance 

to talk a little bit before we come up here and we talk about the topic. You even were 

surprising me when we were talking about expectations and shifting my thoughts and 

understanding. 

 

Ritch: Oh really?            

 

Josh: I don’t know what they’re expecting, but it’s way better than what anyone 

expected, I’m sure. 

 

Ritch: Yes, it’s a really important topic for us related to God, our relationship with God, 

our relationship with ourselves, and our relationship with other people in the world. 

Expectations sort of define every moment of our day sort of invisibly, and they’re 

uneven. Even in this room, if we ask “What are the expectations that we would have?” 

they’re very uneven. They’re very different. So the question is: is there a way to which 

we can align ourselves with the same expectations and is there a way we can manage the 

uneven expectations, because conflict breaks out whenever expectations and outcomes 

don’t match up. We live in a broken world, so there are a lot of outcomes that are not 

favorable and many of them are unavoidable. So when we have these expectations for 

great outcomes, we’re inevitably going to end up in frustration, disappointment, and 

conflict. So in that equation, there is only one of those two variables that we can move in 

order to change the conflict or change the frustration. We either can change the outcomes 

or we can change the expectations. Most often, the outcomes are really, really hard and 

sometimes impossible to change. 

 

Josh: Right! So before we jump in, I want to remind everyone that you can text in 

questions. We have a text number. If you text, that just goes back to our sound guys and 

tech crew in the back. Then they forward it up to us and we actually don’t see who that is. 

So if you want to send it in anonymously you can. We also have a microphone right 

there, so if you’re bold and ready, you’re welcome to either wave your hand and someone 

can pass it to you or you can come and ask a question there. The advantage of the 



microphone is if you want to use that, you can interrupt us. If it comes on the Ipad, we 

may or may not get to it the same way. But the microphone is available always and you 

can interrupt us. That’s the benefit of being here. But at any point, feel free to ask 

questions and we’ll try to engage. 

 

I thought maybe we would think a little bit about expectations just in general and then to 

move more practical over time, because this topic is interesting as you break it down. As 

you approach it from sort of a typical worldly perspective, it’s very different than if you 

approach it from a biblical perspective. The Gospel shapes our expectations radically 

different than a normal approach. That’s going to actually start to really impact how we 

relate practically to one another in the church and in the world. So in general, in this idea 

of expectations, there are a couple categories we threw out. There are our expectations of 

God, God’s expectations of us, our expectations of each other. I think a lot of times, 

people start with our expectations of each other. But when we come at Scripture, we’re 

really starting with God’s expectations. That’s a key, sort of foundation point that really 

shapes how the whole conversation will go.  

 

Ritch: Right! So, Genesis 1 and 2 talks about how we are created in the image of God in 

order to align ourselves with God, to be in relationship with God, to come under God’s 

authority as the one who said, “Let there be…” He is our Creator. As image-bearers then, 

we seek to reflect God. So before sin came into the world, the foundation for our 

expectations was God. What Satan did with the temptation is he shifted Adam and Eve 

off of that foundation from understanding their world and their expectations of God and 

their expectations of life and the world and each other. All of that shifted onto 

themselves. “What do I think is right?” From there forward, once they sinned, the 

foundation shifts to a self-centered. Ultimately, self-centeredness means that I’m viewing 

my world through the lens of my own person and I’m shaping my expectations upon 

God, upon my life, upon other people, and upon myself, based upon my own values, my 

own thoughts, my own sense. 

 

In Judges, ultimately it was a culture that had given themselves over in radical ways to 

this self-centeredness. There is a little phrase in Judges that says, “Everyone did what was 

right in their own eyes.” Why did they do that? Because they had expectations on God, 

on life, upon themselves, based upon their own sense, their own values. The only way to 

avoid the trouble of this world in this massive shift that changes our expectations about 

everything, is the Gospel. It redeems us from our self-centered perspective; our self-

centered perspective about God and what God should be like, what God should do, what 

God should not do. All those questions, when they’re asked from a standpoint of God-

centeredness, there are amazing answers. When they’re asked from a sense of self-

centeredness, they only lead to greater self-centeredness and anger and conflict and 

frustration.  

 

What are the expectations I have upon myself, upon my behaviors, my words, my 

attitudes? Again, with God at the center, there is a submission. I place myself under His 

authority and under His expectations for me. When I don’t have God, it’s whatever I 



think is right. And lo and behold, I’m always innocent because I always meet my own 

expectations. So there is a self-righteousness that is attached to that. 

 

Then really, in society, it relates to other people. What do I expect other people to do? 

That’s where there is so much conflict. Titus 3:3 talks about how at the end times, the 

unregenerate heart is described as they are hating and being hated. Whenever you have a 

foundation of self-centeredness on expectations, that is a reality that is inescapable. It’s 

only the Gospel that shapes us back to the expectations of God and how we view one 

another and ourselves and the Lord. That provides shalom. It’s the foundation for real 

peace. 

 

Josh: Sure. So, as I’ve thought about this idea of expectations when we were talking, 

when you think about Eve there in the beginning, God speaks. He’s a God who speaks. 

He gives truth and that truth is to be trusted, to be believed, because God is trustworthy 

and should be believed. Here comes Satan, who is a liar and deceiver that casts doubt on 

what God has said and whether or not it can be trusted. So you have these different 

avenues of expectation. There is what Eve thought would happen, that Satan was shifting, 

and what she thought should happen. So there was this idea of what I’m anticipating as a 

likely outcome, but also this idea of sort of moral authority, that man assumes “I will 

decide what is right.” That’s what Satan offered. You will know the difference between 

good and evil and decide and define.  

 

So when we think about expectations on a human level, sometimes we’re thinking of it in 

terms of “This is what I suspect will be the likely outcome. I’m anticipating this to 

happen.” But a lot of times, what we’re talking about here is what I think should happen. 

It’s a moral expectation. “This is a behavior that you should exhibit.” There are different 

spheres of society that have levels of authority to set expectations in different realms. 

You had mentioned, like the military. There are different realms where this person is in a 

position to set some expectations. But at the end, the ultimate authority that does set all 

expectations of what morality is and what should be done for all of us is God. That’s the 

most important kind of expectation to understand. What does God expect of us? 

 

Ritch: God’s expectations never change. He’s immutable. His expectations are 

immutable. His law is established forever in heaven. God is not quiet or shy about 

sharing His expectations. God gave us this amazing book of sacred Scripture, where He 

tells us, and this is probably the wrong way of using this language, but what He expects 

of Himself. He tells us what you can expect Him to be and do. It’s all there. So if we add 

expectations that aren’t in the book or if we contradict expectations that are in the book, 

is it any wonder that we’re frustrated with God? It’s because our expectations aren’t 

aligned with what’s true.  

 

Josh: His name, when you think about the first actually written Scriptures that God had 

given at, if I’m not mistaken, Mount Sinai, speaking to Moses and then inscribing those 

ten commandments, it’s a very clear set of expectations there of what love is to look like. 

But God proclaims to Moses there throughout that book, at the end He proclaims His 

name. “This is what I’m like. This is what you should expect me to be.”  



In fact, a lot of God’s followers all throughout the Scriptures are always going, “God, 

don’t disappoint me.” It’s a common phrase that is appealed to in the Psalms. “Don’t 

disappoint me. Don’t let me be disappointed. I’m expecting and I’m casting my trust that 

you’re going to be who you said you are going to be.” That is sort of at the heart of faith. 

“You said this. I’m trusting you. I’m casting myself on you.” Hebrews 11 would talk 

about that to have faith you have to believe that God is and that He is a rewarder of those 

who seek Him. “So this is who you said. You reward those. It’s worth trusting. I’m 

expecting that. Don’t disappoint me.” God actually invites and loves that we bank on 

Him doing and being who He says He is and what He’s going to do. 

 

Ritch: God always meets the expectations that He reveals for us to have about Himself. 

Always! 100% of the time! Not once in all of eternity has God not met the expectations 

that He reveals about Himself. God has often failed to meet the expectations that I have 

placed upon Him. In that issue, here is this unpleasant outcome, which is, “I’m frustrated. 

I’m disappointed. I’m angry,” whatever it is. So here is the expectation. Here is the 

outcome. The outcome is not changing. God is sovereign over this. The only thing we can 

do to bring peace to our heart is to place ourselves under His expectations, knowing that 

they’re perfect, knowing that they’re good. There is no one who ultimately puts 

themselves under the expectations of God that is ever disappointed. That’s faith, to your 

point. That’s faith. 

 

Josh: In that picture, you have expectations, and God has not met them. Who is the one 

who is angry, hurt, upset, grieved? In that situation, it’s you. But who is the one who was 

wronged? You feel wronged, but in reality, God is the one who has been sinned against. I 

think that when we think about expectations that aren’t lined up with God, the deceit of 

Satan is so powerful. What happens a lot is that we’re the ones who get hurt and feel like 

we’ve been wronged, when actually it is our twisting of truth and misalignment with 

God’s revelation of truth and what to expect, that is actually the wrong. So there is a 

deceptiveness that grabs hold of us in expectations that I think is going to get practical 

really quick. Before we dive in, someone asked a question that I think will kick up some 

dust on this. Is it wrong to have high expectations of people, or is it better to have low 

expectations and avoid disappointment and possible conflict? 

 

Ritch: That’s a great question! So again, just to think about this question from a God-

centeredness as opposed to a self-centeredness. Because that makes the whole difference 

of how you’re going to answer that question for yourself. So, God’s expectations on 

every person in the world will never change. It never changes. He’s given us a Book full 

of explanations of what those expectations are. So, right away in Israel, He says, “Here’s 

ten rules. These are my expectations on you. They’re not ever going to change.” Now, 

that doesn’t mean that there is a sense that people who fail, fail, fail, that God anticipates 

they’re not going to fail the next day. Like, a person who lies, let’s say. It doesn’t mean 

we should treat them like they’re not going to lie tomorrow, when they’ve lied for ten 

years every day. But we still, it’s right to hold them to the expectation that they wouldn’t 

lie. Does that make sense? The expectation is God has never relieved a liar from the 

expectation that he would tell the truth. 

 



Josh: There is the standard that is to be expected… 

 

Ritch: That’s the expectation. It’s that you won’t lie to me. 

 

Josh: …as we have been created in God’s image. Then there is also the realm of wisdom 

that would dictate what we start to anticipate and how we react to someone as they would 

show themselves. Proverbs talks about the wise person or the fool and how you respond 

to someone living in that way. So you do have to make an assessment and then also use 

wisdom in how you respond when people don’t meet the expectations God set.  

 

Ritch: But we don’t lower our expectations. We don’t say, “Well, you’re going to lie, so 

I no longer expect you to lie.” That is actually failing to love them with the love God has, 

which is to bring the truth of God with the grace of God to a person. The moment we 

release expectations that they would be obedient to God, we’re releasing any hope. The 

Gospel brings hope. It brings hope with the truth of sin, the truth of God’s expectations. 

So it’s always right to hold for ourselves and other people, the expectations that God has. 

The self-centeredness really comes out though, when we actually have higher 

expectations or different expectations for other people than God does.  

 

Josh: What would be an example of that? I think of this and it’s a pretty vague term. I 

have high expectations. So God’s expectations in terms of morality are very high. It’s 

clear in terms of love. Let me just throw one out there. In Philippians 2, He says do 

nothing from selfishness. So it’s like Whoa! That’s quite an expectation. What’s higher 

than that or different than that? 

 

Ritch: So, there are hundreds of stories in real life, hundreds of stories in the Bible, I 

think. But I think of Mary and Martha, for instance. Martha definitely had an expectation 

on Mary. She was hurt. If you ask, “Are you hurt that your sister, Mary, isn’t helping?” 

She would have said, “I am so hurt. She is leaving all of this work to me and it is not 

right.” So she had this huge expectation that Mary would break away from fellowship 

with Christ in order to help her with these household chores. She had such a high 

expectation that she assumed that her expectations were the same as Jesus’ expectations. 

In other words, she assumed that Jesus expected the same things that she did toward 

Mary. “Aren’t you going to tell Mary to get up and start helping me?” She would have 

described it as selfish, I think. Jesus said, “Mary had chosen the best things, the things 

that endure. What she has won’t ever be taken from her.” So Jesus leveled a God-

centeredness to the expectation. 

 

I think also of how often Jesus failed to meet the expectations of the Pharisees. Healing 

the man with the arm on the Sabbath, He did all kinds of miracles on the Sabbath. That 

didn’t meet the expectations of the Pharisees and they were frustrated at that. They 

confronted Jesus about that. Jesus made statements like, “Man wasn’t made for the 

Sabbath. The Sabbath was made for man. I’m the Lord of the Sabbath.” So He, and this is 

what Scripture does. It is constantly confronting our self-centered expectations about 

God, about ourselves, but especially, so many of the epistles speak about leveling out our 

expectations on other people with these graces and with this evaluation. Is it really sin?  



Scripture actually says if they’re sinning, then you who are spiritual, restore such a one. 

So if a person in the community of faith is not meeting God’s expectations, i.e., they’re 

sinning, then it’s right to have confrontation about sin. But anything else, it would 

actually be wrong for a church or wrong for an individual to make a demand on another 

person as if that person were guilty of sin when God is fine with them. Jesus was 

completely fine with Mary. Martha wasn’t, but Jesus was. The only way to level that out 

was to bring correction to Martha. Jesus didn’t level that conflict out by saying, “Mary, 

it’s not going to hurt you to take 15 minutes. You’re really doing what is right, but 

Martha is disturbed and she’s being hurt over here. So you need to get up and go, just to 

settle things out.” That would actually have fed Martha’s self-centeredness and Martha 

needed to have Mary and Jesus stand firm on that which is pleasing to God. 

 

Josh: Right! No, it’s a great example and you see Jesus having to say her name twice. 

That self-deceit, self-centeredness, we get so wrapped up in what we believe is right. 

That’s the not only what could happen, but what should happen. She actually tells Jesus, 

“You need to do this.” We’re looking at Luke chapter 10. She comes and she tells Jesus 

and she accuses Him of not caring. 

 

Luke 10:40 But Martha was distracted with much serving. And she went up to him and 

said, “Lord, do you not care that my sister has left me to serve alone? Tell her then to 

help me.”            

 

So she comes at Jesus and at Mary, both of them, and He has to say her name twice to get 

her attention. 

 

Luke 10:41-42 But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and 

troubled about many things, but one thing is necessary.  

 

There is a great danger to this question about high expectations, I think. When you frame 

it biblically, it’s right to have God’s expectations. But there is a danger of being worried 

and troubled about many things and high expectations let’s say, for Martha. If Martha is 

expecting “We’re going to have soup and salad and we’re going to have the fine china 

out,” all the high expectations and all of a sudden Jesus is like, that’s too many things. In 

fact, this is causing you to lose sight of the one thing.  

 

It’s kind of fascinating. If you flip over to John 11, Jesus defies expectation. Lazarus, 

their brother, is sick. So it’s the same two women. Their brother is sick and it’s kind of 

like, “Oh, Jesus can come heal.” But He doesn’t. He waits and Lazarus dies. When He 

does come, Martha comes to Him and Martha is somewhat surprised.  

 

John 11:21 Martha said to Jesus, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died. 

 

It’s sort of like, okay, you could have done this, but it didn’t happen. You see Jesus kind 

of calling her into that same faith of trusting in God. “Trust in me. Expect me to do what 



is good and right.” You see her grab hold of that in that moment. It’s a powerful moment 

where she says 

 

John 11:22 But even now I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 

 

Jesus tells her, “I am the resurrection and the life,” and she claims, “Yes, I believe that.” 

You see this wrestling of faith where, “You haven’t met the expectations that I’ve had, 

yet I expect you to be good.” You see her grappling with that. “I do expect you to be 

good and trustworthy and I’m going to have to bank on that. I have nowhere else to throw 

my trust.” It’s going to kind of point us back to a good number of Old Testament saints. 

They really wrestled with God not meeting their expectations.  

 

Ritch: Yes. And Mary says the same thing also in that text. “Lord, if you had been here, 

he wouldn’t have died.” Again, their expectation was, “We’ve seen you rescue so many 

from death. There have been so many sick that we’ve seen you miraculously heal, and 

here is this is one whom you love. You didn’t get here on time. We would have expected 

that you would have gotten here on time, before this event happened.” I think they’re 

right if they’re disappointed with Jesus, to talk to Him about it. But again, the answer 

Jesus gives is to have faith in what Jesus is doing and to trust Him. 

 

The expectations I think of the disciples in the boat. “Don’t you care that we’re going to 

die out here in the boat on this sea?” Again, they expected Him to more quickly address 

the problem of a ship that is capsizing. So in all these stories, they’re being confronted 

and the response is not, “Oh, you’re right. I should have done this or I wish I had done 

that.” Because to do that, to concede to self-centered expectations is to feed them. It’s not 

a loving thing to do that. It’s a loving thing to say, “Let’s open up the Word together.”  

 

Sometimes it is true that these expectations are not evident right away. In other words, we 

have to prayerfully search the Scriptures to discern what expectations does God have for 

us in this relationship? But if two believers become God-centered through the Gospel and 

ask that question, I believe that all conflict will lead back to Shalom. It will lead back to 

this peace. It will lead back to this reconciliation. But it’s rare to have two believers put 

away their expectations because their expectations, also hurts are attached there. There is 

sort of now, anger. There is bitterness that is raging. That’s a powerful force that Paul, as 

you mentioned last Sunday, it opens a foothold for the devil to move us back into 

ourselves and away from a God-centeredness, where we are placing ourselves under 

God’s expectation for ourselves and for other people. 

 

Josh: I think that self-deception is powerful. This question gets practical, and I do want 

to think horizontally, like how do we deal with those unmet expectations of each other? 

But I think just to go back to the Old Testament, it’s fascinating to see Jesus not meet 

people’s expectations and then also the Old Testament God. You have contrasting 

examples of let’s say, Abraham, who God is promising to give him a son and there is all 

the wrestling and he is such a picture of faith. Then you see all of a sudden, here is Isaac 

and then God says, “You need to kill him.” Hebrews would tell us Abraham was like, 

“Well, I expect that God will raise him from the dead or something, because He is going 



to keep His promises.” That’s like this beautiful picture of faith. Then you have pictures 

like, we could use the example of Job in one sense of “This isn’t what I expected per se.” 

Or even a more kind of pertinent example is Jonah, where Jonah is like, “I expect God to 

be merciful. He is merciful and I think it’s wrong. I don’t like it. Those people don’t 

deserve mercy.” In fact, he’s angry and hurt and he feels justified at God being kind like 

He is. God says, “Are you right to be angry?” He gets angry at the plant. He feels, “Yes, 

I’m right to be angry.” That’s, I think, at the heart of this self-deception about 

expectations that aren’t based on God. We have a question.       

 

Audience member: If you’re helping another believer and you want God’s best for them, 

where do you know, where is the red flag between wanting God’s best for them and 

maybe a little bit of spiritual pride in you? Where’s the red flag? 

 

Josh: Thanks, Jerry. That’s a good question. Where’s the red flag if you see someone you 

want God’s best for them and where maybe you have a spiritual pride or expectation that 

is your definition of best rather than God’s? Is that what you’re saying, Jerry? 

 

Ritch: Can you think of any kind of illustration that would put some more tangible feet to 

that?  

 

Josh: It looks like Jerry has something practical. 

 

Audience member: Let’s say a young believer, you’ve kind of mentored and helped 

them and maybe they’re not getting things like you think they should, but you still want 

God’s best for them. There has to be a fine line between grace and what your expectation 

or benchmark for them, where they should be in their faith. Where do you know where 

you cross the line where, I guess you have to trust the Holy Spirit? But what if you’re 

pushing them to the point where, “This is where you need to be.” Could that be a flag? 

 

Ritch: That’s a great question. That helps a lot. That helps to understand. 

 

Josh: I think you’d find great company in Jesus Himself. But I think the Apostle Paul is 

sort of an example of that all throughout the New Testament. If you read, you go, this guy 

had some high expectations for this church, and yet, He was trying to convey God’s 

expectations, but he also had a really deep heart. There are different passages that come 

to mind. One that I was just thinking about today with some members here at Bethany, in 

1 Thessalonians, there is a discernment, here. 1 Thessalonians chapter 5.  

 

You mentioned an immature believer or younger believer versus someone who is more 

mature. There are people who might be in different scenarios and in 1 Thessalonians 

chapter 5, verse 14, Paul talks to brothers in the church family who are speaking to one 

another and he speaks to three categories. He talks to people who are idle, or who are 

undisciplined in what they’re doing. Then he talks to people who are fainthearted. Then 

he talks to people who are weak.   

 



1 Thessalonians 5:14 And we urge you, brothers, admonish the idle, encourage the 

fainthearted, help the weak, be patient with them all.    

 

There are different scenarios that people are in. So there needs to be discernment to 

diagnose, “Am I engaging with someone who is being idle, here? Am I engaging with 

someone who is being fainthearted or weak?” Then he says to be patient with them all. 

So I think you’re constantly asking for wisdom and discernment on working with 

someone. But then I think a red flag would be, God is really good at doing what He wants 

to do. What He wants to do is build His church. The Spirit is building people and using 

their gifts. He has very clear fruit of His work, one of which is patience. Red flags would 

be when you start to see the absence of those fruit and the presence of the works of the 

flesh. So when you start to lose patience. Even when you’re dealing with someone who is 

idle, there is a sense of gentleness. There is a sense of humility. There is love. There is 

joy. There is kindness. As you lose those and you start to see the works of the flesh 

evident, those are all red flags. 

 

Ritch: Yes. The red flags are internal, not necessarily external. Let’s say we’re getting 

really frustrated with someone and we’re really like, “I want to finally just unleash some 

correction on them,” but you know you’re doing it out of frustration. Just because you 

don’t and you speak softly and you speak kindly and you don’t unleash everything, first 

of all, there is a sort of victory to overcoming that unleashing of sinful words that are said 

out of frustration. But it’s a partial victory because the flesh is still raging in your spirit. 

It’s God’s expectation for us that both internally and outwardly we would walk by the 

Spirit and have the fruit of the Spirit. That’s God’s expectation. So we want to measure 

our own interactions on the basis of what is happening in my soul? Am I really at peace 

or am I just faking peace? Am I really gentle or am I faking gentleness? Because the full 

hope, to stop with just sort of faking gentleness, in other words, speaking gently when 

really, our heart is filled with turmoil and sort of, anger, it’s not where the Spirit would 

have us. That’s a circumstance that God would have us to learn to grow deeper.  

 

I guess another way of answering that though in reference to that person is never give up 

God’s expectations for other people, regardless of where they are. Whether they are a 

believer or not, God’s expectation was that we would be worshipers. It’s that every 

person would repent of sin, receive the grace of Christ, and become a child of God that 

reflects the family traits and walk as children of the light. So in that case where you’re 

not seeing that happening or maybe even backtracking, Josh’s point was the way you 

pursue that expectation or pursue that goal may differ. So a person that is open-hearted 

and receptive, spend a lot of time. Open up God’s Word. It’s all fruitful then. You’re 

feeding their soul because they’re receiving it. The person that begins to kick against you, 

“Okay, here’s what I can do now to help them pursue God’s expectations. I can pray for 

them.” One of the verses that meant a lot to me actually as a pastor, and there is a lot of 

freedom in this. Again, I want to make sure I don’t ever apply these verses out of anger or 

frustration, but in the Spirit and wisdom.  

 

Proverbs 9:7 He who corrects a scoffer gets shame for himself, and he who rebukes a 

wicked man only harms himself.   



I don’t need to place shame on myself. He says, “If I’m in a relationship of discipleship 

where the person has become a scoffer or a person is a wicked man and they’re giving 

themselves over to sin habits, what Proverbs is saying is don’t correct them. Don’t be in 

the place of rebuking them. In fact, he says in verse 8   

  

Proverbs 9:8-9 Do not correct a scoffer, lest he hate you; rebuke a wise man, and he will 

love you. Give instruction to a wise man and he will be wiser still; teach a just man, and 

he will increase in learning.              

 

So as you’re helping somebody grow, if they get stuck and they’re stuck by their own 

willfulness, their own hardheartedness, it’s right to say, “I’m no longer responsible to 

bring correction and instruction because all that is going to happen is I’m going to get 

torn into and insulted.” I think it’s always right still to have that hope, that expectation, 

and then it’s prayer. I’m just to pray and pray sincerely that God would bless them and 

God would change their heart, and I’ll be there the moment that heart softens. But until 

that heart softens, I think part of your question was do I have a responsibility to keep 

trying? I would say, no. You don’t have a responsibility to keep talking about their sin 

once they become in this sort of description in Proverbs 9. They start hating you and 

insulting you and not loving you. So I hope that helps. 

 

Josh: I have one other thought. A warning flag would be if you start to demand an 

outcome, so that they are going to grow at this pace or they’re going to adopt this 

spiritual discipline or this perspective or theological view or concept. “They need to do 

this by this time.” That outcome is what I think, I imagine God expects of me, so they’re 

keeping me from being pleasing to God. When I realize they’re in the hands of God, I’m 

going to present this, I’m going to love, but their development, at the end of the day, I 

trust it in God’s hand. I’m being faithful to Him. Sometimes we start to feel pressure that 

what God wants from me is to change this person on my own and because that’s not 

happening, God is upset with me and now I’m upset with them. This is different than 

realizing God’s expectation from me is to be faithful and to deal with what I’m given 

here in this relationship. If they’re not responding in a healthy way, there are ways to 

approach that, Matthew 18, or even to the point of foolishness, where now I’m going to 

have to be careful and get counsel. But that isn’t changing my vertical relationship. I 

think if we lose sight of the vertical and focus entirely on the horizontal, then we start to 

feel that anger, impatience and frustration. 

 

Ritch: Yes. So Jerry said, “When we set the expectation then pride is involved.” I would 

say that’s the message we’re trying to convey here. It’s always wrong to have 

expectations that are different from God’s. It’s right for us to evaluate our own lives not 

according to the fear of man, or if other people are not happy because I’m not meeting 

their expectations. It’s right to evaluate our lives with the Bible open in community. With 

the Bible open, we’re looking to Scripture. We’re not looking at others and asking, “Do 

you think I’m doing okay?” No, does God say I’m doing okay? If I please God and I have 

everybody else in the room mad at me, I can go to sleep at night. I don’t have to grovel 

and confess sins that aren’t sins, or whatever. If it’s clear from His Word, and again, 

that’s the “if,” I think it’s right to do it in community because we all get blind to our own 



sin. But if the Bible is open and I’m convinced like Mary, “I think I’m doing the will of 

God, here, and I just have somebody who has expectations different from God upon my 

life,” I have a right to ignore those expectations gently and lovingly. You’re not cursing 

back. You’re not kind of casting insults back, but move on. 

 

Josh: If you’re going to follow God and try to meet the Lord’s expectations, you are 

going to fail other people’s expectations. You’re going to face that. I think that Proverbs 

talks about fearing God and the fact that the fear of man is a snare. It’s a trap that we fall 

into. A trap in the sense, I’d say the snare in the trap is like being held hostage to the 

threats or manipulation of people who are heaping those expectations. Martha was, in a 

sense, starting to fall into that, to try to take the situation hostage so that the outcome 

would change. “You tell her to help.” I’m trying to use these tactics to shape things. I 

think when we were talking, you used the phrase, “We can’t run from the frown of man. 

We have to chase after the smile of God.” It’s this idea of I’m living to please Him, to 

live according to His expectations. That may mean a lot of frowns around us. In fact, it 

guarantees it in some ways in the world. Those who desire to live a godly life in Christ 

Jesus will be persecuted. 

 

Ritch: Blessed are you when men say all kinds of evil against you falsely. That’s the 

thing. Jesus is evaluating whether they’re doing evil on the basis of Scripture. That’s why 

He’s saying, “When they say this falsely because of me, rejoice. Great is your reward in 

heaven.” Then He goes on to say, “Bless those who persecute you. Bless and don’t 

curse.” So don’t turn evil back for evil. Overcome evil with good when that happens. So 

we’re not saying to tell people, “Who cares about what you think? I don’t care about 

what you think.” It’s not that kind of attitude. It’s saying, “No, I really care what God 

says. I wish everyone else would be okay with it, for me to live a God-pleasing life. They 

don’t. I can’t stop them from not liking that. But I can keep a posture of peace in my 

heart and knowing I’m free. I’m liberated from sort of the shackles of the fear of man and 

meeting other people’s expectations. 

 

Josh: So let me get to the issue of authority, then. If certain authorities have the right to 

set expectations of certain kinds, what do we do when we don’t like those expectations? 

Parents say, “The expectation is that you’re home at 10:00.” The student says, “That’s 

not in the Bible. Where is that in the Bible?” A parent says, “The expectation is that you 

tuck your shirt in when we go into church.” A student says, “That’s not in the Bible.” The 

expectation from a certain authority is, and this is a real scenario, there are expectations 

from a college. We have college students who now say the college says, “Here is the 

expectation. You have to follow such and such procedure or you have to get a vaccine.” 

These are expectations that are not specifically outlined in the Bible. How do we navigate 

when we don’t like those expectations? 

 

Ritch: Yes. In a couple of those illustrations you gave, there are actually some very clear 

passages of Scripture. So for instance, children obey your parents in the Lord. If you’re 

living in your parent’s house and being provided for and protected and cared for, then 

that’s pretty plain. So if they say, “Get up and dunk your head in a bucket of cold water 

every morning,” then get up and dunk your head in a bucket of cold water. I don’t think 



it’s smart parenting. I think hopefully, somebody might talk to the parents about how 

they’re sowing seeds of dissension. But for the child, this is not something God forbids. 

So the parents aren’t asking them to do something that God forbids. It’s right to obey. 

 

Josh: Yes, and that’s a dangerous road to go down. It needs some guidance like you were 

saying. Right after that he’s like, “Fathers, don’t exasperate your children.” So when it 

breaks down in this category, it’s very broken, when authorities start to exceed their 

authority. So it is hard, because there is a passage there. But then there are some of these 

where there are less clear passages that address some of that.  

 

Ritch: Yes, it is sort of an evaluation. Does this authority have a God-given right to make 

this limitation or command upon me? That’s the ultimate question. That’s not always an 

easy question to answer. In reference to tucking your shirt in, God did give your parents 

the right to say that. To a college, God gave them the right to do whatever they want on 

their college campus. If you don’t like it, don’t go to the college. Now, there are other 

places when government is overseeing every aspect of life, it’s a legitimate question. 

Does God allow for that? Those are harder questions and that’s another Wednesday night 

topic.                                 

 

Josh: That’s for our next series; Tougher Topics. 

 

Ritch: I think this subject has a lot to do with really close relationships, like marriages or 

close friendships, like roommate situations. I think most of the conflicts that I’ve tried to 

help people walk through, this issue is right at the center. I have some expectations that 

are not being met. The first question is to ask, does God have that same expectation upon 

my spouse that I have? Does God have that same expectation upon my roommate or my 

friend that I have? If not, it’s not right for me to seek to ask them to confess sin and seek 

forgiveness from me. The only answer for that is to say, “Lord, I’ve sinned against you 

by having a higher expectation on other people than you have. I’ve placed myself at the 

center and expected them to place me at the center of their life, too. That’s wrong. That’s 

idolatry.” So when there is a soft heart to asking whether or not the expectations we have 

on others are legitimate, legitimate biblically, that God has those same expectations, that 

becomes a beginning for a ground that health could grow among people of faith or people 

who are humble and ready to receive God’s instruction. Where it’s not, where people are 

willful in digging in and saying, “No, these are my expectations and they’re right 

regardless of whether God shares them or not,” at that point, you’re just saying, “We 

won’t ever have a whole relationship. We now just have to apply some principles to make 

a bad thing less bad.” 

 

Josh: So, the book of James is fascinating. James talks about, where do these conflicts 

come from? He says, “Are they not your passions? Your desires are at war within you. 

You want these things and you can’t get them so you get upset and then you punish 

people. You fight. You quarrel,” this kind of thing. So when you have those desires, he’s 

like, ask God first. Pray. The problem is that you’re wanting it, like you said, idolatry and 

there are all kinds of… But in James, he talks about judging others. There are people who 

have selfish ambition and pride. They want to be teachers. There is so much pride, to 



Jerry’s point, and confidence, that I think this self-deception, we wrap ourselves up in “I 

said it. I define it and others should fall in line.” James really attacks at the heart of that in 

some really powerful ways. 

 

There are a couple comments. One person had said what Martha was doing wasn’t 

wrong. It was her attitude. Attitudes are hard to know. We can often only see actions and 

not attitudes.  

 

Ritch: There wasn’t a rebuke for Martha, except her expectation. The point there I think 

they are saying Martha wasn’t doing anything wrong by serving. I wouldn’t argue with 

that interpretation of the story, except Jesus does say that Mary chose the better thing 

than Martha was choosing. I don’t know if that was a big rebuke, though. The rebuke 

took place because Martha had expectations. It was not because Martha was serving. It 

was Martha’s expectations on Mary that Jesus rebuked.  

 

Josh: It manifests sort of like Jesus said out of the abundance of the heart, the mouth 

speaks. She does speak and question His care. Don’t you care? Actions are for sure there. 

Attitudes often are revealed through actions and through words. I think to their point, it is 

hard. A lot of this stuff happens under the surface and it’s not spoken, it’s just felt. This 

tension, you feel a cold war between people about expectations not being met. That’s a 

true thing that happens.  

 

Here’s another question. How do we discern between God’s expectations versus fellow 

believers’ expectations of me, assuming those humanly expectations are well-

intentioned? So how do I know this is just such and such a person wants this thing from 

me, versus, I think God is asking me to do this? And maybe they’re well-intentioned. I 

don’t know what their example is, but maybe someone is expecting me to serve in a 

ministry. I feel that expectation. I feel pressure and they want me to do this. I don’t know 

if God is wanting me to do this. I think that they care about ministry, but I feel the 

weight. Maybe they want me to support them on a mission trip, or whatever the thing is. 

 

Ritch: Open up the Book. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God and is profitable 

for doctrine or teaching, correction, reproof, training in righteousness, so that the man of 

God and the woman of God will be thoroughly equipped for every good work. So if this 

Book doesn’t tell me, “Thou shall serve in the nursery,” let’s just say, then anyone who 

says “You’re disobeying God if you don’t serve in the nursery,” has just shifted from a 

God-centered orientation about expectations, to a self-centered orientation. That’s wrong. 

So it’s wrong for anyone to claim the authority of God over things that are not written in 

Scripture. So you evaluate all of those things on, is this a biblical command or is this just 

an application this person would like me to make? Is it one of the many legitimate 

applications with my time and energy, that this person would like me to make? But 

anytime a person claims sort of divine authority when there is no divine authority, that is 

idolatry. That’s the idolatry of self. It’s really unhealthy regardless of whether the person 

submits to it or resists it. It’s a very unhealthy dynamic. 

 



Josh: I think that those kinds of dynamics are going on, because this is a common thing 

that is going on throughout marriages and workplace scenarios and churches. I think it 

also is a challenge in terms of authority. These are things that people are wrestling with 

big time. For a tougher topics issue, I think that there will be more conversations. But I 

would invite, if you have questions about these things and specific issues, to talk with one 

of our leaders and to talk to someone you trust to have more conversation. If there is 

something that you’re sensing, I think it’s worth starting to try to unearth what’s going on 

and go to Scripture, because those things typically continue to fester and develop into 

something more disruptive. Then bringing gospel hope and reconciliation to what Jesus 

gives is a freedom that is so powerful. But it requires courage 

 

Ritch: I just think, in closing, there are a couple verses. I think of  

 

Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.  

 

All of this would be darkness when we’re trying to navigate the path of life with our own 

dark light, with our own sense. We have no light. We have no lamp apart from God’s 

Word. I think of  

 

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart,  

 

In other words, get rid of all human trust, which is trust in yourself and trust in man.  

 

Proverbs 3:5 Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and do not lean on your own 

understanding.  

 

He couldn’t say it more. Don’t lean on your own expectations for your own life or for 

other people’s lives.  

 

Proverbs 3:6 In all your ways,  

 

In all your relationships, in everything you do,  

 

Proverbs 3:6 …acknowledge him,  

 

And then what will happen?  

 

Proverbs 3:6 he will direct our paths.  

 

That’s the only ground to have a God-directed life. 

 

Josh: Let me close in prayer and next week is the topic of Entertainment. We won’t be 

the entertainment, but we will talk about entertainment. 

 

Ritch: That sounds good. 

 



Josh: Let me close in prayer. Father, thank you for the Word that you’ve given that 

points us towards the one and only hope, Jesus Christ. He is enough and we thank you 

that there is refuge in Him, that we’re never disappointed in Him. We ask that you would 

continue to show your kindness and wisdom on display through your Word, at work 

through your Spirit moving through the church family, people seeking to please their 

heavenly Father and not falling into the snare of fearing man. Lord, may we stand out and 

shine in this world of brokenness as we await the great hope that you will reward all who 

seek you with a promise that would go far more abundantly than all that we could ask or 

think, exceeding every expectation. That’s what lies ahead. We thank you for that hope. 

In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen.               

 

    

                             

 

                                            

 

   

 

       

 


