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Josh: It’s my honor and privilege to get to serve as an elder here at Bethany. We’ve 

asked some of the elders, and I’ll get a chance to pray here tonight for the church family. 

So if you would, please pray with me.    

 

Father in heaven, we thank you that we can talk about a topic like stewardship because of 

your design. You’ve created man in your image, male and female. You created them and 

entrusted them with your creation, to steward what you’ve given to your glory. We see all 

of the design around us and the glory of the creator and we’re in awe. We are so grateful 

that we have that honor to be stewards, but we also experience a grief. We are sinners in 

this world and we’re also sufferers. It’s a fallen world because of our sin. The things that 

we steward are now corrupted through the thorns around and the sin of other sinners, the 

sweat of our brow. We feel the challenges of grasping at the wind in a world that is 

beneath the sun, now striving against your design. We recognize that we have guilt 

because of our sin and that through our sin, we often twist this idea of stewardship and 

we think about things from our own perspective as if you didn’t exist, as if we own all 

this and it’s for ourselves and our glory. There is so much more brokenness because of 

that in each of our lives individually as families, as a community, as a nation and as a 

generation in this world. Lord, we come to you seeking forgiveness, seeking help and 

guidance on what a right perspective of what you’ve entrusted to us is, and seeking grace 

to cleanse and heal us through the power of Jesus, to change us by the power of your 

Spirit, that we would live and walk differently, walk anew, walk as faithful stewards that 

show the greatness of the one who truly does own all things.  

 

Lord, we think about one of the men in Scripture that you entrusted so much to, Solomon. 

You entrusted so much in terms of treasure and in terms of talent and wisdom and the 

resources that were there. You spoke to us through Psalm 127. Your words are “unless 

Yahweh builds the house, those who build it will labor in vain. Unless Yahweh watches 

over the city, the watchman stays awake in vain.” Then he speaks about the heritage from 

Yahweh that our children that are sent into the future, stewardship of resources and of 

protection over a community, over children and family, different things that we are given, 

and recognizing that you are ultimately the one that we rely upon. As we enter this topic, 

Lord, help us to be shaped by your Word and to become better stewards and to help 

others to become faithful stewards by the power of Christ. In His name we pray, Amen. 

 

Well, thanks for joining us this evening. I’m Pastor Josh. Normally, Pastor Ritch is here, 

our other teaching pastor, Senior pastor. He is out for the evening, so we get the honor of 

having Isaac Downing here with us. He serves us with the music ministry and is our 

Praise and Worship Minister. We’re here talking about this topic of stewardship. Isaac, 

actually we get a little preview because you’re taking us next month into the area of 

music and worship. 



Isaac: That’s right!  

 

Josh: October is worship month, so we’re looking forward to that. But tonight we’re on 

our last of these tough topics. Tonight is on stewardship. Just a reminder for those who 

are new or those who are online, you can text us questions and they go back to our tech 

crew and then they can forward them up to us. So you can text in questions. Those will 

come in. But for those who are here, you’re welcome to use the microphone. So you can 

just walk on over and interrupt us. You don’t have to wait. Sometimes the lights are 

bright, so we don’t even see you. If you’re waving, we’re not trying to ignore you. You 

can just interrupt us. That’s the privilege you get. We’ll try to get to questions that we 

can.  

 

We had a brief conversation beforehand. There is maybe a narrow understanding of this 

idea of stewardship and then a broader understanding. The narrow one being thinking 

primarily about money, finances or budget and that kind of thing, which we may touch 

on. But we were thinking more broadly of stewardship in general. 

 

Isaac: We call it The Gospel and Tough Topics. Finances aren’t necessarily a tough topic, 

although it can be really a challenging topic for a lot of people and it can cause a lot of 

problems both relationally or just even personally as an individual. But I think the tough 

part of it comes in how does the Gospel shape that? How do we keep ourselves from just 

getting into a list of “Here’s Finance 101 and we’re going to talk about this.” Or “Here’s 

how to manage your time and here’s a five step plan in how to do that better.” Those 

things can be really helpful and practical steps can be wise, but that’s not necessarily 

digging into what the gospel speaks into about how to think about those things and 

addressing our heart and the posture of our heart when we’re looking at things like 

finances or time or talent or those things. 

 

Josh: Totally! That’s a common phrase that is used; time, talent, treasures. These are 

things that you have, that you’re given. When we think about stewardship, you kind of 

contrast it I guess with this idea of ownership. It’s not to say that ownership isn’t true and 

it isn’t real. It’s just that in stewardship, you’re highlighting the fact that ultimate 

ownership or even origin of these things isn’t in ourselves. It comes from God. We have a 

creator. So when we steward our time, this is the time that is given to us by God. When 

we steward our talents, even our wisdom, our skills, our abilities, all these things, that 

they come from God. When we use our treasures, whether it’s finances or resources or 

that kind of thing, we’re talking about the fact that yes, we may own certain things in a 

human sense, but we’re recognizing ultimately that we’re stewards of what truly 

ultimately belongs to God. So everything, at the end of the day, we are stewards.  

 

That picture of steward isn’t one that we use often in our culture today, but I think 

especially in biblical times and in Jesus’ time, the idea of steward would have been pretty 

common for them to understand. You’re someone put in charge to carry out certain 

responsibilities related to resources or workers or field or whatever it is. But this 

ultimately doesn’t belong to you. The idea is that you are going to have to give an 

account. So as a steward, yes, you have these things entrusted to you, which is a 



wonderful honor. But you’re going to give an account to the ultimate owner, or the 

master often is the biblical term.  

 

I think about kids. I don’t know if your kids are like this, Isaac, but they get really excited 

about being in charge. They want to be in charge. “When do I get to be in charge?” Even 

if you’re leaving the room, the oldest is like, “I’m going to be in charge, right?” They 

love to be in charge of each other. But I think with this idea of stewardship, even when 

you are in charge, you have a responsibility and accountability to someone ultimate who 

is in charge. I think that topic of stewardship is tough because we start to realize that in 

every realm of our lives we’re not ultimately the one who gets to decide or be in charge. 

Ultimately, we will give an account as stewards, of every word spoken, every minute 

spent, every dollar spent. We’re going to give an account to the one to whom all that 

belongs. So that gets tough as you think about each of these topics, which can get into 

money. So if you want to interrupt us, feel free to ask a specific question about any one of 

those topics. We will dive into it.  

 

We were asking earlier on before we came, there are three areas that are mentioned in 

Scripture off and on that kind of create challenges for us in this area of stewardship. We 

talk about the world that we’re in. We talk about the flesh. This is our fallen nature that is 

still sinful, this flesh that we’re in, the desires that we would have. Then also the devil. 

There is a spiritual enemy that we have. Each one of these are going to cause this idea of 

stewardship to be difficult for us and are going to tempt us in different ways and bring 

trial in different ways. So we might touch on a few. It looks like you’re flipping to a 

passage to touch on something. Go for it if you want. 

 

Isaac: So, just thinking about that and thinking about the way that it shapes as leaders 

and as individuals, whether we’re leading in our home or in our church here or out in the 

workplace, in the community, one of the quotes that I have often heard repeated is that 

leadership is a stewardship and that we are held accountable for it. So just in the same 

way that God grants us to have use of finances during this life, we’re accountable for how 

those are used because ultimately it belongs to God. But the way that we’re doing those 

things, in and of itself there is a right and a wrong that we can use those things for. But 

that’s really a symptom of what’s beneath the surface on it. When we’re behaving in a 

certain way, the temptation is that we often just fall into a legalistic mindset. “Well, if 

we’re doing x and y, if we’re doing y and z, then we’re fine. It doesn’t really matter.” We 

were talking earlier, in Colossians 3, Paul is writing to the church in Colossae and he is 

explaining the relationship of the church to Christ in chapter 3. He’s explaining to them 

that  

 

Colossians 3:1 If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 

where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.   

 

There is a significance even to him saying that He is seated at the right hand of God. He’s 

not working. He has done the work already. So He is seated at the right hand of God, so 

 



Colossians 3:2-3 Set your minds on the things that are above, not on things that are on 

earth. For you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.         

 

Then he goes on and in verse 5 it says 

 

Colossians 3:5 Put to death therefore what is earthly in you: sexual immorality, impurity, 

passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is idolatry.  

 

So there are these things that we can fall into. This list, whether it’s temptations, whether 

it’s just following after whatever our flesh is pushing us toward, whatever evil desire that 

might be, covetousness, if we’re just wanting more, if we’re greedy. He’s saying then 

underneath that, it’s not really a list that we’ve just misaligned our actions with. It’s that 

our entire heart is positioned toward idolatry. So we’re saying, “Yes, God is ultimate, but 

I just like these things.” That in and of itself is where the lie is starting because we’re 

going, yes, but actually, the way that you’re living, you’re showing that God is over here 

and these things are here. It doesn’t really matter what it is. You’re just saying there is 

something that is going to satisfy me that is greater than God is. I’m going to seek after 

that thing and seek my pleasure and fulfillment and ultimate being through that thing. 

 

Josh: When you think about that list, you think about your body. He talked about sexual 

immorality, gluttony, these kinds of things are mentioned. Stewardship of your body. At 

the end of the day we can kind of be like, “This is my body. It belongs to me.” This is a 

sentiment that we might think is pretty reasonable, but at the end of the day, God is very 

clear that “Your body belongs to me. You belong to me. I have created you. You’re made 

in my image.” Everything about you, including everything that you own, even your own 

self is still a stewardship. It does boil down now to what’s the posture of your heart, as 

you said. Jesus kind of went right to the heart of that in His Sermon on the Mount in 

Matthew chapter 6. He talks about this idea from different angles, but then he says 

 

Matthew 6:19-21 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but lay up for yourselves treasures in 

heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 

For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.     

 

So He is calling you towards stewardship, but He’s saying don’t be deceived about what 

the world would present to you, even what your flesh would desire, what Satan would lie 

and say, “Store up all your treasures.” This is sort of that idea of earthly ownership, 

which he is saying that’s bad stewardship because those are not good investments. He’s 

saying invest in things that are eternal. Lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven because 

those things won’t depreciate. They’re going to appreciate in value.  

 

So you think about stewardship financially. I don’t know if you took economics in 

college. It’s like one of those classes. But they kind of tell you cars are one of those 

things that can depreciate rapidly. You go and you buy a new car and as you’re driving 

off, it’s depreciating. There are certain things that you would invest in and say this is 

going to grow in value. There are other things where it’s really short term. Jesus is saying 



to be a good steward and He’s saying to invest in things that are eternal, things that last. 

There is a clear principle underneath that He is saying where you are investing, where 

you’re putting or considering your treasure, that’s where your heart, your affection, your 

love is going to be. To your point, the idolatry and being drawn in by the world, by the 

devil, by your own flesh, you’re drawn into these things that are very temporary and very 

idolatrous, away from God. Jesus calls us to do something radically different, to trust and 

invest in things that are eternal, things that last forever. A worship and love of God and 

then of people, which ultimately would carry into eternity, rather than objects that get 

eaten by moss or that rust away. Cars and rust even, it’s like yes, it truly does rust away.  

 

So the issue of the heart becomes really key. Jesus was up against this with the Pharisees 

pretty strong. I think this is where the Gospel and this becomes a tough topic. So the 

Pharisees probably could say, “We’re really good stewards of our time, talent and 

treasure. Look at us. We graduated from all the schools of rabbinical teaching. Obviously 

we dress nice. We have good clothes, here. We’re working the system well and we have 

influence. We’re wise with our money and we’re building our investments. Our portfolio 

is good.”  These were guys who, they could think through it. “We’re giving to the 

church.” They could have said, “We’re good stewards.” Jesus confronted them pretty 

strong and was clear about the issue of their heart and how the way that they were using 

their time, talent, treasure was actually exposing a total failure of stewardship.  

 

You correspond that to today, and I think it’s actually very easy and dangerous for us to 

fall into, “Yes, I’m doing great. I’m a good steward of all this stuff.” Where the Gospel 

makes it tough, Jesus, when you read His words and it cuts straight to the heart and asks, 

“Where is your heart? Where are your treasures? Where is your time? Where are your 

talents going?” He’s saying, “I’m pointing at your heart, there.” So when you think about 

this idea of stewardship, what are some areas that you see as a challenge for Christians in 

America or you could even say in our community, our church? What are some things that 

you see that are traps that we fall into? What are some questionable practices with time, 

talent, and treasure that we might not see right away? 

 

Isaac: Honestly, I think that in our own church we see this a lot because a lot of people in 

our church thankfully, want to serve. They want to be involved. Obviously we’re a 

church. We’re a volunteer driven organization as far as the things that are happening 

around here. But it’s really easy for people to get so busy with the things of the church 

that we completely miss intimacy with Christ. We get so busy doing the thing that we 

stop being the church. So we might hold the door for people.  

 

I actually just sent a message to our worship team this week saying I know we’re playing 

at two different services each Sunday. But think ahead of time which one you’re going to 

sit in the service of. I don’t demand that all of our musicians sit during both services, but 

I say at least sit in one of the services and worship with your church family. Don’t just go 

backstage and hang out and then come out and play for your little bit. The reason is not 

because we want to be legalistic and say you have to be in a service. It’s because this is a 

danger to us as people that serve in worship services, particularly. We can go, “This is 

just what I do. I come to church and I play and then I do this.”  



I was at a Pastor’s Conference in Kansas City and one of the guys was talking about 

when he was in Seminary, he was down in Alabama and he started going to a church. He 

had to drive past his school to go to the church that he would attend on Sunday. He said, 

“I would drive by and the parking lot of the dorms is full of cars. I asked my pastor what 

is going on? All of these guys, I know all of these cars. They’re all sitting there at the 

dorms.” His pastor said, “You have to ask them about it. I don’t know what’s going on, 

but I see it, too. You should ask them about it.” They said, “Look, you’re new to 

Seminary, so we’ll explain it to you. We study the Bible for class. We read the Bible for 

hours every single day. We’re listening to sermons. We’re assessing sermons. We’re 

writing sermons. We’re learning how to study biblical languages. We really don’t need to 

have another time of studying the Bible on Sunday mornings.” That just feels like a 

punch to the gut because you’ve completely missed why even to do these things. To your 

point, you were asking what dangers do we fall into? That’s kind of an extreme, where 

you can be so enveloped in your entire life with preparation to serve the church that you 

don’t feel like you need the church.        

 

Josh: I think that there is a lot of performance that goes on. Stewardship is about God and 

then the performance side of things is about people and what they’re doing. So I think the 

motivation that can drive us when it comes to time, talent, and treasures, are money, our 

schedules, when it comes to our abilities. Our driver can become what other people are 

expecting, demanding, wanting of us. So it’s like, “Oh no, such and such is talking about 

volunteers. Such and such person is asking me to serve in the nursery. Okay, I probably 

will. Oh, such and such person wants me to meet or we have another meeting or leader 

meeting or we have a thing.” It’s like, “Okay, well I guess I can do that. Oh, the church is 

trying to ask me for money. It sounds like we need money. We should probably give 

money, or we’ll feel bad. There is a missionary.” We are driven by people, which 

actually can completely invalidate the point and the benefit of investing our time, talent 

and treasures in a specific thing. We miss the point that the whole point is as a steward, 

it’s to the glory of God. What can happen is we start to be sort of held hostage or under 

the control of what it takes to please people or what people are asking of us, rather than 

experiencing the delight of investing in things that we think would bring glory to God.  

 

The cool thing about stewardship I think that we recognize that comes from Scripture, is 

that the Gospel, this good news that God has created us and He knows who we are. He 

cares who we are. He came and demonstrated that love. He purchased us through dying 

on the cross for our sins and has redeemed us and now is commissioning and using us to 

live out this new life that He has called us into and follow Jesus in that way. What we 

have received from Him has been given as a grace. We haven’t earned it. The Gospel 

kind of teaches us that you didn’t earn this. Nothing you have is from you. It’s all given 

as a gift of grace. So now, I don’t have to perform and earn my way to do all the things 

that God is expecting me to do. God knows who I am. He designed me the way I am. He 

gave me everything I have. He is giving the opportunities for me to invest and there is no 

shortage of capacity. I have everything I need to be able to bring the Lord glory by the 

power of His Spirit. I don’t need to worry about what people are wanting or this and that. 

I am totally free to glorify God and to do what would bring Him pleasure and would 

bring me joy.  



That’s a very different way of thinking than, “What are people asking me to do? We’re 

talking about stewardship. What are these guys going to say we have to do?” We can 

never actually keep up with the list of demands that people are expecting of us. But also, 

we can never satisfy the desires that come from comparing to what other people have. So 

we look at other people and it’s like, “Look at all the things that such and such has,” 

whether it’s money or they have looks or they have ability. We say, “I wish I had that,” 

and that will rob us of joy. It’s the idolatry and envy. Stewardship just totally switches 

that mindset and can give us a path to joy. Here’s what I’ve been given and what God 

wants me to do is do the best I can with who I am. 

 

Isaac: Yes. It seems like there are two ditches that we often think of as being two totally 

different paths that we’re taking, but we’re really talking about the same problem. It’s 

just going at different directions. We’re falling on different sides of it. So on one side, 

since we’re talking about these three t’s, time, talent and treasure, if we want more money 

or if we feel totally stressed out because we don’t have any time and we’re overburdened 

in our calendar or something, whatever the situation might be that we feel that we’re 

lacking in, we tend to look toward that as the savior for us. We say, “When we get our 

finances in order, life is going to be good. Or when we get through this season of life,” 

like my kids are just coming out of soccer season, but going into drama rehearsal season, 

which is even heavier. So we have a temptation to say, “When we get through this 

season, then life is going to be so much easier.” Or whatever it might be for your 

circumstance.  

 

But on the other side of that, the danger again is because we’re displacing God’s position 

as our ultimate and we’re taking Him off of the throne and saying this thing, the 

achievement of it or the maintenance of it. So then when we get our finances in order, the 

danger is that that can displace our trust in God. It can displace our affection or our desire 

to seek after Him because we can become complacent, without needing to turn to God in 

all these circumstances. I think this again comes back to what we’re obviously kind of 

circling around and just keep hammering home. It’s that when you start off with a list of 

To Do’s you really just start off with self-righteousness, but you end up just burning 

yourself out because you’re chasing after some form of legalism.  

 

So what we really are just trying to hammer home is that it’s about the Gospel. It’s about 

how the Gospel changes our heart and then how that allows us to view the finances or the 

time or the opportunities that are before us, so that we can say, “How am I going to serve 

the Lord with this in front of me?” It might be that I really do need to invest something in 

my house because my kid has a leaky roof over their head and I need to take care of my 

family and serve. Or it might be that we need to really take care of this other family that 

we know or to give to the church in a certain way. But it’s viewing it through the lens of 

the Gospel that allows us to see that. But I’m afraid that we’ve maybe scared people 

away from asking any questions, practical or otherwise, by talking so much about the 

Gospel. 

 

Josh: Isaac, how could you scare people away? You’re so friendly. 

 



Isaac: Well, it’s not me. (Laughter!) 

 

Josh: Okay. This topic got tougher. Feel free to ask questions, practically or otherwise.  

 

There are a lot of different passages we could turn to and just to talk about. I think one 

passage that comes to mind is the rich young ruler. You have this guy, and I don’t know 

if this happened with you. I remember being younger and going into church and you have 

conversations, maybe you have a few people who stay after church. Young people, you 

kind of get excited. You have a good worship service, or a song. “We want to really 

follow God, for real. How come people don’t do it for real? Why don’t we just give our 

money? Why don’t we just sell this? Why don’t we just go? Why don’t we just…” And 

you kind of have this idea.  

 

Here is this passage of Jesus coming across this rich young ruler and he says, “What does 

it take to get to heaven?” He’s having this conversation with Jesus. Jesus asks him, 

“What does the law say?” The young ruler says, “Honor your father and mother. Don’t 

lie. I’ve done all that.” Then Jesus says “There is one thing you lack. Go sell all you have 

and give to the poor and then come follow me.” So that passage, think about this idea of 

stewardship and the Gospel. What is Jesus doing there? Is He teaching us that we should 

sell everything that we have and that’s really following Jesus? Giving everything you 

have is good stewardship. Or is He doing something else? I’m thinking about that idea of 

the heart, that you mentioned. What do you think as you understand that passage? What 

is Jesus doing there with the rich young ruler and the command that He is giving?  

 

Isaac: You mean, like what practical? I’m not sure I’m quite getting what you’re asking. 

 

Josh: What’s He getting at when He says to sell all you have? Is that the standard for all 

of us? Is it that it’s bad to have money? Or is He doing something particular, that relates 

to what you were saying about the heart? 

 

Isaac: Yes. He says, “one thing you lack,” but then He lists several things that the guy 

has to do in this passage. This is I think, telling, that He’s not actually necessarily giving 

him a To Do list, although I think there is probably some pretty good authority that He 

wasn’t just being facetious when He was telling them these things. 

 

Josh: He drew a line in the sand, for sure. 

 

Isaac: Yes. But I think that before He even asked, I’m certain that Jesus knew that the 

condition of the man’s heart was that he is not going to obey anything. He’s not going to 

actually sacrifice anything. The passage that comes to mind in thinking about it is 

thinking about Paul in 2 Corinthians when he says we have a treasure in jars of clay. This 

young man who has all this wealth and has all this opportunity, is just a vessel for God to 

pass that through to accomplish His will and His purpose in the earth around that young 

man. He has an amazing opportunity because God has given him a stewardship over what 

seems like a pretty vast amount of resources. Choose whatever famous treasure you have.  

 



I was at my Seminary just this week down in Kansas City and they have a Geneva Bible. 

It’s old. Like 1583 or something is when this was published. It’s under glass and it’s this 

massive book. But it’s like looking at that and going, “Look at this case that this thing is 

in! Can you believe the LED lights around the top of this? This platform is so smooth.” 

But what about the Bible? “But, look at the glass.” It seems like the young man is going, 

“Yes, but look at the vessel that these funds are being carried by. How could I change the 

vessel to something less worthy than what it’s got right now?” 

 

Josh: The emphasis is totally off the glory of God and on himself. I think that the heart 

that you’re touching on there, too. The heart of him that Jesus is putting His finger on is 

you are putting yourself above God. You’re staying on the throne, and this love of what 

you have is on the throne. You’re using the resources you’ve been given to exalt yourself. 

He’s just saying, “Just get off the throne! Let me draw a line in the sand really clearly for 

you. Put God on the throne. Here’s what you can do to follow me and to make your 

money and all this in your life, about the glory of God, as a steward, instead of thinking, 

“I’m the owner and let me kind of make God do what I want and prove myself worthy.” 

He’s like, “No, show that God is worthy.” I don’t think He is drawing a standard there 

that everybody should sell all that they have. But I think there is a sense in which 

everyone should have their hands fully open to God and say, “I’ll do whatever.” There 

are some scenarios and this one, where He says, “Okay. Let me show you what following 

me looks like. Do this.” But in other scenarios, it’s like, invest it this way or that way. 

But our hands should be totally open. Jesus was saying, “Your hands are closed. They’re 

not open. 

 

Isaac: Yes, and especially in our culture, it’s hard to be in a position where you can stand 

with hands open. There are a lot of hot button issues that go along with it, but whether we 

go into college and go into school debt or houses or cars. Then there are a million devices 

and subscriptions that we have, whether it’s Netflix or our cell phone or whatever. But 

we get all of these things and then when God has an opportunity that comes to our life, 

we go, “Oh man! That would be great, but I don’t have any time or ability and it would 

take me at least a year to untangle all of the contracts that I’m under in my life right now. 

I’m so obligated in every facet of life that I can’t possibly help out in this or that.”  

 

Josh: Yes. I think, thinking as a steward, how do I put myself in a position to serve the 

Lord the way that He would call me to? I think that does happen, where we get at sort of 

a moment of, I really want to live the way God made me to. I want to have freedom to 

really give and to enjoy and to use my gifts and to love people. Yet, way before that 

moment, we’ve made a bunch of decisions that have limited our ability to invest and 

steward the way that God might call us to. We’ve tied up our time, talents and treasures 

and things that are earthly. We’ve already invested in things that are depreciating. I think 

that’s where the Gospel can give us some hope. Maybe one of us out here is like, “I do 

feel that. I already have a car that is busted and rusted and I spent all this money. My 

calendar is booked. I invested this time. Or I have college debt. What hope does the 

Gospel give me? I just feel buried under this.” So I want to hit that, but we have a 

question that came in.  



Someone says I’ve seen several churches who frequently preach about financial giving 

and then want written commitments. Bethany does not take this approach. Is that because 

they trust the Holy Spirit to convict believers of the privilege of giving? That’s a good 

question and they kind of gave a suggestion. I haven’t actually been in a church that has 

preached a lot on financial giving, though I’m aware of that. I’ve seen some preachers on 

tv talk a lot about it. I remember we were over at an apartment many years ago. I was 

helping somebody move and they found out, “Oh, you work at a church? We go to 

church, too.” But then the wife is like, “They just talk about giving money every time.” It 

was surprising because that’s not the culture that I grew up in. It isn’t a practice that we 

do here.  

 

I would say sometimes even that we probably could explain more because what we try to 

do is teach the Bible and the Bible does talk about that. So I think there are some times 

where we want to circle back more to help people thing about it. That’s part of even our 

conversation tonight. But this idea of written commitments, feel free to text in more if 

you have thoughts on that. I think there are different kinds of written commitments. I 

know some churches that have done faith promises. I forget what they call it, like a 

pledge or faith pledge. It’s sort of this idea of, “I want to be a part of whatever thing is 

going on…” 

 

Isaac: Is this distinct from a seed of faith or some ridiculous heresy like that? 

 

Josh: Well, you’ll have to explain to me a seed of faith. 

 

Isaac: Well, that’s preachers on tv. Not all tv preachers, but if you look at a lot of the 

prosperity gospel type guys like Benny Hinn and others that have notoriously, I’ll just 

call it what it is. They’ve preyed on people for their finances, to send them in. They say, 

“If you send in a dollar, God’s going to bless you by giving you back.” I’m just trying to 

make a distinction that that’s not what you’re referring to when you’re saying giving a 

faith pledge. 

 

Josh: No, I’m not talking about that at all.  

 

Isaac: There’s not an expectation that if we give to the church, that God is going to give 

us tenfold in return. That’s not what you’re saying when you’re saying people have given 

a faith promise.  

 

Josh: No. Yes, I think there are some churches that do a faith promise type deal where 

it’s like “I would love to be a part of this. I believe this is a good thing. I’m not exactly 

sure at this point how we could steward our finances, but we want to make a commitment 

to try to do that and ask the Lord for help to kind of help us to shape our finances even if 

He would bless us with something, a bonus or whatever that we want to designate.” I 

think that there is a space for that. I think Bethany might even have done something like 

that when we built this building. That was before I came, but there might have been 

something where we did have an opportunity to give like that. 

 



Isaac: Yes, and I think that seems to be more common. When there is a specific thing 

that needs funding, that the church will say, “Can you commit toward this or that?” I’m 

like you. I haven’t ever been a part of a church that said, “We want you to make a 

commitment up front,” and then do that. I think it’s more just saying, “What does the 

Word teach?” A line that Pastor Ritch has said a number of times is we don’t want to 

draw lines where the Bible doesn’t place lines and draw lines. We don’t want to add rules 

and regulations to somebody coming into the body that the Bible doesn’t lay down.  

 

In the Old Testament, it talks about tithing. But the New Testament, when Jesus talks 

about it, He never says, “This woman who took her two mites that she possessed and that 

was all she had to live on, she got change for ten percent of that and offered that.” He 

said, “No, she gave everything.” The rich young ruler, it didn’t say, “Take ten percent of 

that and bring that to the temple.” 

 

Josh: I think our goal is we want to bring God glory. Our goal is that there be more 

worship. So obligations and talking about financial giving and hitting dollar amounts, by 

itself is not necessarily an indicator of worship. It can be an expression of worship, but it 

isn’t automatic. So I think there is a great danger that we haven’t accomplished eternal 

things if we hit a number goal by itself or people have written a bunch of commitments or 

something like that. If there isn’t more worship, then we’re not on mission for what we 

want. We want God to get glory. We want people to say He is amazing! We want them to 

see why Jesus matters so much and all that He has given. Everything that we give, it’s 

like it’s not even impressive to God. He gave it all to us anyways. It’s not like He needs 

it, but what we have to give is the worship expressed in every way through singing, 

through our actions in our lives and through giving. So the goal here as a church is that 

we would worship faithfully. Paul talks in 2 Corinthians chapter 9, it’s a really special 

passage. He’s talking about this church who has given some an opportunity to give to 

those in need. He boils it down to the point 

 

2 Corinthians 9:6 The point is this: whoever sows sparingly  

 

That’s that idea of investing like a seed.   

 

2 Corinthians 9:6 …whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 

bountifully will also reap bountifully.      

 

So there is a principle that what you sow or invest, that you’re going to get benefit from 

that. But to your point, there is a lot of deception out there in the world that is preying 

upon greed or preying upon need. Those are usually the two ideas. They prey upon 

people in desperate need, so they’re willing to give away whatever last little bit that they 

have in that hope that they can get themselves out. Or people are really greedy and they 

want more, so they will invest some so that they can have some kind of promise. But 

we’re not talking about a material gain. We’re talking about an eternal reward. Jesus says 

you’re laying up treasures in heaven. You invest in things that are of the kingdom later 

on, which ultimately is related to this idea of worship and relationship. So things that 

bring glory to God and things that bring people to glorify God, those are things that are 



going to last. He’s saying that if you invest in those things a lot, you are going to enjoy 

the rewards. But if you don’t invest as much, it’s going to be less of that eternal reward. 

Paul says 

 

2 Corinthians 9:7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or 

under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.  

 

So the thing that God loves goes back to that posture of the heart. He says two things 

specifically there. He says that people should not give reluctantly or under compulsion. 

So the question there is why don’t we do that? Well, because we want to do what God 

wants. What God loves is people to be cheerful in their giving. He says that people 

should, this is an internal heart decision. That’s part of that cheer, and that comes from 

understanding what they have received in Christ. So it’s out of gratitude and cheer, 

excitement, to be generous. Specifically, it’s not reluctant or under compulsion. So I 

think that there is definitely a danger. We don’t want to cause people to reluctantly, you 

can’t reluctantly worship. Do you know what I mean?  

 

Isaac: You can reluctantly sing, but you’re not worshiping. 

 

Josh: But, it’s not true worship. It’s sort of like reluctant love. It’s like you go with your 

wife on an anniversary date, you can’t reluctantly say, “I kind of love you.” That feels 

like hatred, right there. It’s just not genuine. What do I want? I don’t want the meal. I 

don’t want the date. I don’t want all this stuff. I want your heart. If I have your heart, I 

don’t care if I have the meal or the date. In fact, when your heart is given to your spouse, 

you’re like, “What can I use and invest? I’ll use all of my time, talents, and treasures to 

make this special because you have my heart.” I think everyone has been given different 

time, talents, and treasures, too, but everyone has a heart to give to the Lord. So it’s going 

to look different. I think giving freedom for that and also then the Spirit to work, as this 

person said about the privilege of giving, the joy of that worship. You see that in the early 

church. You see it through the Old Testament, like when God’s people were like, “I want 

to be a part of this. I want to worship.” It is contagious and it’s exciting. It happened right 

there in the early church. But also, that there is a danger that Satan will come in and 

enter. You see Ananias and Sapphira. They twist this and the problem happens in their 

heart. They’re even giving, but the whole issue is what’s going on. 

 

Isaac: They’re giving way more, it seems like, than even just the 10 percent. They’re 

giving a significant fund to the church.  

 

Josh: But they’re heart about it was, “I want to look a certain way,” and that’s an issue. 

 

Isaac: It’s where that glory is being received. 

 

Josh: Totally! So the glory, the worship, the heart, these are the things that matter to God. 

The Gospel shapes that. Here’s a question. Often we feel obligated or required to give or 

serve in particular ways and we can become resentful. Perhaps that is pressure that others 

are placing on us. How do we find joy in our service rather than obligation? That’s a 



good question. We serve and it can cause us to be resentful. It could be that it’s pressure 

that others are placing on us. How do we find joy in our service rather than obligation? 

So I’ll ask you this. Have you ever experienced that sentiment? I’m serving and doing a 

lot of stuff and I’m starting to feel resentful, like I’ve lost joy. Have you ever experienced 

that before? 

 

Isaac: No. (Laughter!) 

 

Josh: Well, then I guess it’s my turn to talk, then. 

 

Isaac: So yes, I think everybody, especially people that have served on staff at a church, 

it’s a real danger. But I think usually, the resentment or that pressure, that lack of joy, it’s 

like when Paul writes saying that he has this thorn in the flesh. “Three times I prayed to 

the Lord to remove this thorn from me and each time, God said, “My grace is sufficient 

for you.” It’s like God’s way of telling Paul, here is something very uncomfortable. 

People have various ideas of what that is. That’s not really the point, but it’s saying there 

is something that is bad, that makes ministry hard and life hard for Paul. Paul wants it 

gone! He wants it resolved and God says, “I’m not going to do that.” The reason that He 

gives him is “This right here is something that helps you see your need for me. It helps 

you zero in on where your heart is aligned and helps you realign that with me and with 

trust and with faith in me.” I think in a very much less dramatic way, hopefully most of 

the time when we’re serving in ministry, there is that discomfort because we’re always 

dealing with sinners and we are, ourselves, sinners. So the combination of those two can 

make things really hard and really difficult at times. Our hope is that it would just be 

resolved and would go away. But I think it’s an evidence of what is happening within us, 

oftentimes.  

 

It could be a lot more complicated than that. That’s not to oversimplify things that people 

are facing when they’re feeling worn down by ministry. But I think as a starting place, we 

have to first look at our own heart and see where we are and how we are facing the things 

that we’re doing. When I’ve faced that, I know it’s often that I’m not getting enough 

sleep. There is a lot of practical things that we have wisdom about that I’m just not 

following on. I’m not stewarding my time or I’m not stewarding my own physical health. 

That comes through in frustration or discouragement or just a critical nature.  

 

Josh: Right! So I’ve also experienced some of those challenges. So the 2 Corinthians 

passage to not give reluctantly or under compulsion. It’s the same phrase that Peter uses 

in 1 Peter chapter 5 about shepherds who are supposed to shepherd and exercise 

oversight.  

 

1 Peter 5:2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 

compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you;  

 

So it’s a similar thing. As you serve in ministry or doing a work of ministry, it should be 

from the heart and it shouldn’t be under compulsion or obligation. “I have to do this.” 

Yet, there is a difficulty. There is an intensity of doing ministry or being a parent or doing 



a job. But in ministry specifically, it’s going to be tearful. Being a parent, it can be 

tearful. It doesn’t mean that it’s easy. I can be willing, and yet, I’m crying. This is so 

hard. Yet, I’m not resentful. I don’t hate it. But once I’ve gone into this idea of 

resentfulness, now that there is a resentful, not just like I’m discouraged or weary, but I 

guess that word resentful, I’m keying in on. I’ve moved from discouraged and weary or 

just that I felt that pressure, to now I believe it’s wrong and I’m actually giving room for 

angry thoughts or bitter thoughts against someone in my heart.  

 

I would say that I think there is a conversation likely that hasn’t taken place, that should 

have. Or several conversations that haven’t gone the way they need to. Usually, at that 

point, there is something that needs to take place to resolve an issue, which there could be 

an issue going on in the heart or an issue from expectations being placed upon a person. It 

can be a thing of, “I want to please this person and they’re making it impossible.” Then 

we’ve shifted from I want to please the Lord. Even though this person is expecting a lot 

more and I’m not making them happy, I can please the Lord. That’s okay. But the 

resentment sometimes comes from they’re preventing me from getting the thing that I 

want, which is that they’re happy or satisfied.  

 

Isaac: Or it might be even just like I want to be pleased as the person that is serving, and 

this person is preventing me from doing this. But either way, there needs to be 

conversations and things that happen. A lot of times, that comes down to relational 

conflict that has been unadressed.  

 

Josh: Right! So it’s more dealing with those relationships. We’ve been in those 

situations, so I think it’s really important to have the conversations and to start talking. I 

do think that 1 Corinthians 15:58, at the end Paul says 

 

1 Corinthians 15:58 …be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the 

Lord, knowing that in the Lord your labor is not in vain.            

 

That’s a huge encouragement and help! You have to be steadfast. It’s going to be hard. 

It’s going to be tough, but know that it’s not in vain. It’s never pointless, that there’s a 

point in meaning because of God.  

 

Audience member: Hey, Pastor Josh? I actually have a question, but on that last topic, I 

wonder, what is the role of spiritual warfare and Satan possibly discouraging that person 

who is trying to serve the Lord or serve others? That’s not my question, but since you’re 

talking about it, how do you think that can play into a person’s spirit when they are trying 

to serve?  

 

Josh: The nature of spiritual warfare? Yes, for sure it’s a factor. I’m trying to think if 

there are biblical examples even related to spiritual warfare.  

 

Isaac: I had a mentor that I asked, a pastor, saying, when did you get to a point where 

you didn’t struggle with feeling like you didn’t measure up to this? He said, “Well, when 

do you get to a point in your life where Satan just says, ‘You know what? I’ve given that 



guy a really hard time. I think he’s had enough. I think I’m just going to let him slide’” 

So I think that it’s always a factor. I think on some level, we are constantly putting the 

flesh to death in our own body, until we are in a glorified state. There is the finished work 

of Christ. So we’re not becoming holy through our actions. We have Christ’s holiness 

imputed to us and His righteousness. But the flesh is being put to death as we are 

submitting to the leading of the Holy Spirit. It’s in the pangs of death like grasping for 

strength.  

 

Josh: Satan sows discord and he is after division, so he is looking to separate the body. I 

think that there is a call to move toward each other and to talk. I think Satan would cause 

us to not talk. There is a lot that goes in. But we did get sort of a crazy question that came 

in, so you have to ask yours…  

 

Audience member: Okay. So when you’re trying to plan your life and you know that 

there is a possibility of the rapture and you know that obviously, what you do for the 

Lord in heaven is what lasts, how do you balance trying to also plan for your family and 

what you leave for your kids, how much you invest to try to help your kids not just 

financially, but purchasing land, things like that, to try to ease those generations versus 

maybe having less, but not passing on as much because you’re trying to put more in 

heaven? 

 

Josh: Totally! I mean, there is a whole realm of wisdom that is worth sitting down and 

talking through. I think you don’t want to miss out, is the idea. We want this to go as far 

as it can go into eternity. So those are the wisdom decisions you’re making. There are 

some things that you realize this is going to be like that firework that just goes Boom! 

and then it’s gone. It flames out in a second. So you’re trying to say, how do we invest 

eternally the best that we can? I think that there are a thousand questions that go into that. 

But you don’t want to be like the guy who had the plan, built all the barns, got all his 

stuff, stored it and then he said to his soul, “Now I can eat, drink and be merry, and I’m 

good.” Then God says, “This very night, your soul is required of you.  

 

There is also the story of the steward who was told, “Time’s up. You’re getting fired.” 

Then he starts calling everybody up and he’s like, “Your debt, what did you owe? I’ll cut 

it down. You don’t owe that much anymore. Let’s just take your bill, scrape it, and write 

less.” The master says, “You’re wise because you made a lot of friends for yourself, 

knowing you were going to be out of a job.” He’s saying use unrighteous mammon, or 

the things that are of the earth. Use this to store up eternal treasures or invest in things 

that will last later on. So those principles come in.  

 

What does worshipful and thoughtful investment in eternity look like? Some of it relates 

to the opportunities that God brings to you. There are opportunities that He will bring and 

make you aware of. Sometimes you’re praying for those opportunities. But I think that 

there are some hard decisions. I think you said the word “ease,” ease people’s lives. I 

think that there is a big question about what eternal good does ease and comfort bring to a 

future generation, and what’s worthwhile? So I don’t have the ultimate answer, but there 

is a ton of wisdom needed. So the question is, have conversations with your spouse, but 



then I would say invite other people into the conversations that you trust and be looking 

for those opportunities.  

 

We have a question I’d just hate to not answer. How do you counsel someone who wants 

to give, but doesn’t agree with how the church is spending what they receive?  

 

Isaac: This touches a little bit on what we were just talking about earlier. I think that the 

bigger issue is a mistrust of the leaders that you’re serving under. I have seen that at 

multiple churches that I’ve served at, where people say, “I don’t want to talk to them 

about this because I don’t agree with this or that. Or I don’t really want to address this 

because I don’t like the way that they’re handling this. I don’t want to give because I 

don’t like what they’re spending money on.” Well, we’re called to be a part of the 

church, a part of the body. That doesn’t mean that just any old accusation is going to 

stick. It doesn’t mean that we can just start throwing paint on the wall and just anything 

that happens to stick up there is valid. There is a biblical precedent saying if two or three 

witnesses, to present a charge to an elder, against an elder. So in our case, our elders are 

the biblical authority that God has installed over our church to lead and shepherd our 

church body. There are several men that are in that leadership position.  

 

So there is a seriousness to coming before the elders, the leadership of the church, and 

saying, “We really feel like you’re misusing the funds. This is something that I or I and 

these people, have a concern about and we don’t want to just gossip about it. We don’t 

want to be disobedient to what God has called us to do in bringing in the tithe to the 

storehouse at the church that God has called us to be a part of, but there is a distrust that 

has developed.” But it really comes down to having a hard conversation sooner than later, 

because those things don’t get better with age.  

 

Josh: Yes. I think it does sort of go deeper than the money. If you say, “Well, I don’t 

trust what they’re going to do, so I just won’t give,” well, now we have a two-fold 

problem. One is I’m not able to worship and invest in this way with my church family 

that I believe would be a blessing and God would call me into. But two then, our church 

is maybe vulnerable to misuse of funds or they’re not benefiting from the conversations 

that they should be having.  

 

It’s going to break my relationship and trust with my leaders too, because money is sort 

of the easiest thing. Honestly, how can you not trust someone with your money and then 

trust them with your soul and the soul of your kids? These are serious issues. So you say, 

“I don’t trust what you’re doing here with the funds,” then I have deeper issues. I’m 

concerned about the choices that you’re making in shepherding my soul and my kids’ 

soul. Submission to leaders and honor of leaders sort of comes to the forefront. Obeying 

that call from God comes when it’s hard. Yet, having the hard conversations is important 

sooner rather than later, so you don’t entrust your soul to somebody that you don’t trust 

for one, two, three years. So I think that those kinds of conversations are super hard.  

 

You have a friend who is struggling with that, I think it would say, let’s start a 

conversation with leaders. That should bring clarity, but it shouldn’t be a long season that 



you are attending a church and following leaders that you don’t trust. That should be 

resolved. If it can’t be resolved, then it’s going to prevent you from worship and it’s 

going to be a difficult thing. I think that you need to come to a point where you’re going 

to worship with people, with leaders that I can trust my soul and our funds together to. 

 

Isaac: Man, that’s at least a month’s worth of topics right there, that last question has 

wrapped up into it. But it’s not a matter of just flippantly going, “Well, I don’t trust them. 

I’m out of here!” It’s going through the process of Matthew 18 of saying, “There is a 

disunity in the body and we need to resolve these things.” So that might be a church 

member that is sowing discord. Or it might be something that actually is being 

mishandled or misused in the church. Finances in the church is no joke.  

 

I heard a stat recently that said, and I don’t know how they track it, but as of 2010 or 

2011, more funds were lost due to fraud in the church in the United States annually, than 

all the world gives toward missions in the world. It’s like billions of dollars that people 

are pulling out of offering plates. People are misusing funds on boards, things like that, 

where they are just literally stealing money from churches. That’s the total sum of that. 

So it is a real thing to be concerned about, which is again, why it’s important to have 

conversations about it if you don’t trust. There have been circumstances in the church 

where people that have been placed in authority have misused funds or outright stolen 

from their churches. But we’re a part of the body. If we’re not calling our leaders to a 

standard and walking with them, that’s who God has placed us in community with.  

 

Josh: To be fair, what they said is if they don’t agree with how the church is spending the 

money. This may be different than “I don’t believe that this is actually righteous,” like if 

it’s sinful, what’s happening, versus “I don’t think that’s the best use.” I don’t think that 

this air conditioner is going to be effective in this area. We need this kind of air 

conditioner. Different preferences and opinions is one of the hardest things about being a 

leader. You’re trying to take into account everybody. There are very few things that 

everybody agrees on when it comes to the color of the carpets or this thing. There is a lot 

of disagreement even amongst the elders. Sometimes we’ll come to a thing and then you 

vote and it’s like, “Okay. We will submit to the majority.” That gets into our 

disagreement topic last time. So there is a difference between, “I don’t really like this and 

agree.” You’re working as hard as you can to get to agreement, but you’re going to unite 

and submit to one another. The process God has is different than if you distrust or think 

it’s sinful. That one is way more important and requires a lot of conversation.  

 

We went way over time because the questions didn’t come in until the very end. They 

were trying to trick us. I’m sure more would come. 

 

Isaac: Just as a final word, Colossians 3:16, I say this often with our music ministry. But 

again, it comes down to our posture of the heart and the fact that we’re trying to dig into 

the Word and to be rooted into the word. It says 

 



Colossians 3:16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing 

one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with 

thankfulness in your hearts to God.          

 

So it’s letting that word soak into us and guide how we worship both in musical worship, 

but in how we’re responding and teaching and admonishing one another and building one 

another up. So there is receiving and then there is giving, the teaching and admonishing. 

But all of that is done with thankfulness in our hearts to God.  

 

Josh: Yes. So the word that Jesus has given us all things through His death on the cross. 

We’re overwhelmed with lavish love, every blessing in the heavenly places, what God 

has done in Jesus. Gratefulness is what motivates worship as a steward and worship 

through song, which is where we’re going to go next month. So that’s a good segue. Let 

me pray as we think about these things. 

 

Father, there is such a breadth of topics to really get into when we think about how we 

spend our money. We could open up our checking accounts right now. We could look at 

our calendar right now. We feel sore muscles and tired backs from how we’ve spent our 

energy and used our gifts. Our minds are tired and wearied from how we’ve invested. 

Lord, we do go back to that prayer of Solomon that unless you’re the one who watches 

over the city and builds the house, that even when it comes to our family and 

relationships, these things ultimately are in your hands. Lord, we invest, but you’re the 

one who causes the growth. So Lord, we ask that you would remind us of all that you’ve 

given and granted in Jesus, who we’re made to be, that we would be content with that 

whether in abundance or little. Out of contentment and joy we’ve taken what you’ve 

given us not in comparison to others, but use it to worship through giving generously 

with open hearts, open hands, open homes welcoming people, and that that would move 

us into the worship of song, which often is just an extension of the worship of our lives. 

May we become more faithful worshipers who truly see how awesome our God is and the 

gift He has given us in Jesus! In His name we pray, Amen.                                                        

 

 

 

                                      

                                  

 

                                                        

 

      

         

 

 

 

 


