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Numbers Lesson 5 – God Blesses Israel through Balaam (Numbers 22-24) 

1. Why was King Balak afraid of Israel? Why did he send messengers to go get the 

prophet Balaam? 

God had already defeated several of Israel's enemies and Balak was afraid he was 

next. Instead of him bowing to God and going to bless Israel himself, he decided he 

wanted to do Israel harm. So, he sent messengers to Balaam several times to get a 

prophet who served Israel's God to curse Israel. 

 

2. Why was God upset with Balaam for going when he said it was okay? What did 

God do? Who did he send to stop Balaam? 

The Bible doesn't specifically tell us, but from the context of the story, it shows us that 

even though Balaam went like God said, his heart was not motivated by the right 

things. God was going to make sure that Balaam was only going to speak exactly what 

God told him to. Nothing more, nothing less. God sent the angel of the Lord to stop 

and oppose Balaam. But...Balaam didn't know. Balaam didn't have the spiritual eyes to 

see. 

 

3. What happened when the Donkey saw the Angel of God? What miracle did God 

do so that Balaam changed his heart to truly submit to God? 

Balaam's Donkey turned away from the road. Balaam's donkey went off the road, and 

then Balaam's Donkey refused to go any further. After getting hit 3 times, God open 

the donkey's mouth to speak! God also opened Balaam's eyes to see that if he went any 

further he would have been killed. Now, Balaam knew that he could only say exactly 

what God said about Israel. 

 

4. How many speeches did God give Balaam? What 4 things did God promise to 

Israel through Balaam's speeches? 

God gave Balaam 4 speeches to proclaim about Israel. In those speeches, God 

promised 4 things to Israel. First, he promised that he would bless Israel and multiple 

them as he promised Abraham (Num 23:10). Second, he promised that he would 

defeat their enemies (Num 23:22-23). Third, he promised that he would give them the 

Promised Land (Num 24:6-8). Fourth, he promised that he would send the seed of the 



woman, the messiah who would crush the head of the serpent and reverse the curse of 

Genesis 3 (Num 24:17). 

 

5. What was Israel doing the same time that Balaam was giving his speeches? How does 

this show God's faithfulness and his justice? 

Israel was committing Idolatry with the people of Baal-Peor and bowing down to their 

gods. Even despite Israel's idolatry and their unfaithfulness to God, God was still going 

to be faithful to his promises. He wasn't going to clear the guilty, but he was going to 

still keep his promises to bless the nation by doing what he said he would do to 

Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, and then through the prophet Balaam. 

 

 

 


