
Author of Creation  
All nature praises the Lord.  

Continued on page 2... 

9.5 

Mark Your 
Calendar 

Continued on page 2 

The Hope of a Nation in Descent 

I love our country.  I am thankful to 
say so.  God has blessed America 
with an abundance of freedoms that 
are unique in human history.  Our 
founding document, the Declaration 
of Independence, acknowledges that 
our Creator endows us with certain 
unalienable rights and that among 
these are the right to life, liberty and 
the pursuit of happiness.   Where 
else in the history of mankind has a 
nation so acknowledged God and the 
individual freedoms that God has 
given to all people?  I love our 

country for openly recognizing God 
and the individual freedoms He gives 
to every person. 

Yet more and more I find myself 
mourning when I think about our 
nation.  Rarely a week goes by that 
additional evidence does not mount 

regarding our nation’s rapid descent 
into an abyss of spiritual darkness.  
This past week a mayor in Houston 
subpoenaed five pastors for their 

sermon notes and private 
correspondence with church 
members, requesting specifically any 
content related to the subject of 
homosexuality, gender identity or 
the city’s first openly lesbian mayor.   
Also recently, teachers in Nebraska 
were given a handout that coached 
them how to promote gender 
neutrality among their students.  The 
handout encouraged teachers to 
avoid separating the class by gender 
and not to use the terms “boys and 
girls.”  It instructed, “When you find 

it necessary to reference gender, say 
‘Boy, girl, both or neither.’” Lincoln 
Superintendent Steve Joel said that 
he was “happy” and “pleased” with 
the training materials.  He indicated 
that teachers who may be offended 
by the training material should 

“meet with their principal and talk 
through that.”   

So how does a Christian respond to a 
culture that is descending into 
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darkness?  Some indicate we 
should simply vote our way back 

to sense and righteousness.  The 
suggestion is made that if we 
politically organize ourselves well 

enough, we can win this battle.  
While I passionately encourage 
Christians to vote, believing it is 
our duty before God to do so, I 
assert that our problems are 
much deeper than any political 
solution suggests.  A change in 
the person occupying a seat in 
government will not address the 
kind of powerful spiritual 
darkness that is invading us.  So 
what do we do? 

We do what Christians have 
always done throughout our 
history.  We proclaim the Gospel, 
believing that it possesses God’s 
power to bring light into the 
darkness.  We become more 
passionate about our allegiance 

to Jesus than we are about any 
earthly power.  We willingly 
suffer for the glory of our Lord.  
We commit ourselves to Jesus’ 
church and serve to strengthen 
her.  We use the weapons of the 

Word and prayer that God gives 
us to win this battle.  We pray for 

spiritual revival and we proclaim 
the Gospel.  We repent of 

personal sin and commit to obey 
God in all areas of our personal 
lives.  We give our possessions to 

love our brothers and sisters in 
Christ.  We refuse to despair and 
we hold on to hope . . . knowing 
that Jesus will return and will be 
victorious over man’s rebellion.   

Some may protest, “But should 
we not work politically for 
change in our country?”  Yes, 
that is a good thing.  But it is only 
good if we are first committed to 
the necessary things.  When I 
find myself reading about 
pastors who are subpoenaed or 
about school teachers who are 
instructed to confuse children 
regarding their gender,  it is 
essential that I ask myself the 

“A change in the 

person occupying a 

seat in government 

will not address the 

kind of powerful 

spiritual darkness 

that is invading us.” 

questions, “Have I shared the 
Gospel with someone today?  
Have I repented of my own sin?  
Have I prayed for the church to 
be revived?  Have I worked to 

strengthen the church and her 
witness?”  These are necessary 
actions.  No other action will avail 
any good thing apart from them.  
These personal commitments are 
the foundation of any national 
ascent into God’s blessing.   

God intends for the evidences of 
spiritual decline to awaken me to 
the very commitments that lie at 
the heart of spiritual life.  In the 
midst of our mourning over our 
national descent into spiritual 
darkness, let us renew our faith in 
the necessary things that God has 
given us.  Let us be bold in our 

proclamation of God’s Gospel.  
Let us be ready to suffer for His 
Name’s sake.  Let us refuse 
unholy alliances that diminish the 
glory of Jesus.  Let us strengthen 
Christ’s church through prayer 

and mutual love for one another.   
God may work a miracle in our 
nation through us yet!!!  

Continued from page 1 



 

Schedule 
 

Friday 6:30-8:30pm 
Session 1 – Dr. Michael Svigel 
The Rapture Revisited, Part 1 
Session 2 – Mr. Steve Herzig  
Romans 9-11 Regarding Israel, Part 1 

 
Saturday 9:00am-3:00pm 

Session 3 – Dr. Mark Bailey 
Eschatology and Ethics: How the 
Future Should Shape the Past 
Session 4 – Dr. Michael Svigel 
The Rapture Revisited, Part 2 
Session 5 – Mr. Steve Herzig 
Romans 9-11 Regarding Israel, Part 2 
Lunch (provided) 
Session 6 – Dr. Mark Bailey 
Will There Be a Temple in the 
Millennium? 
Q&A – All three speakers 

 
Childcare is not provided for this event. 

 
Our Speakers 

 

Dr. Mark Bailey is the current president 
of Dallas Theological Seminary.  For over 
35 years, his career passions have been 
theological education and pastoral 
ministry.  He has authored such texts as 
To Follow Him: The Seven Marks of a 
Disciple and Nelson’s New Testament 
Survey.   
 

Steve Herzig is a Hebrew-Christian who 
was raised in Orthodox Judaism.  He has 
been involved in ministry in California 
and the Chicago area.  His ministry 
included home Bible studies, personal 
contacts, and men’s fellowships.  He is 
also a conference speaker in churches 
and teaches the “How-to’s of Jewish 
Evangelism.” He contributes to Israel 
My Glory, and has made a Christ in the 
Passover video, which is distributed by 
The Friends of Israel.  
 

Dr. Michael Svigel is department chair 
and associate professor of theological 
studies at Dallas Theological Seminary, 
where he teaches both systematic and 
historical theology.  He has authored 
and edited several books, including 
RetroChristianity and the three-volume 
Exploring Christian Theology series.   
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First Prayer 
Wednesday, November 5 
6:30pm in the Prayer Room 
 

Join us as we set aside time for focused 
prayer as a church family. 
Nursery and childcare provided. 

Discovering Church Membership 
Sundays at 9:45am 
November 9, 16, and 23 

If you are interested in joining the church 
or learning more about Bethany, plan to 
attend this class which will be held in the Conference 
Room on Sunday mornings at 9:45am November 9, 16, 
and 23.  Sign up by calling the office at 692-1755. 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Wednesday, November 5 
11:00am 

All those age 50 and up are invited to 
join us!  Please note the date change for this month 
and make plans to join us on Wednesday, November 5 
at 11:00 for lunch and  fun!  Nancy Shallenberger will 
be leading us in some easy chair exercises that will help 
strengthen and energize us and maybe even bring a 
few laughs!  A lunch of baked chicken will be provided.  
To sign up, call the church office at 692-1755. 

Daylight Savings Ends 
Saturday, November 1 
Set your clocks back one hour 
before going to bed on Saturday, 
November 1! 

Men’s Breakfast 
Saturday, November 15 
at 7:30am 

All men are invited for great food and fellowship. Pastor 
Lyall will be sharing on “Living a Legacy, Leaving a 
Legacy.”  Sign up by calling the office at 692-1755. 

 

Women’s Ministries 

Work 
Nights 

Women Helping Women  
Monday, November 17 at 7pm 
Women Helping Women serves 
those experiencing miscarriage, 
still birth, early infant death, and 
infertility. On work nights we 
prepare products and kits for 
keepsake boxes that will help 
parents through the difficulty of 
losing a child. Sewing skills are 
not required.  Contact Nicole 
Pepper at 683-1181.  

Hats of Hope  
Tuesday, November 18 at 6pm  
The work nights are an opportunity to come and 
meet some cancer survivors, use your gifts and 
talents in sewing and knitting, or simply to cut 
fabric and make fabric flowers for hats for 
cancer patients. Yarn and materials are supplied 
for you if you desire to make hats at home.  
Contact:  Holly Miller at 648-1693 or 
hlm112770@aol.com. 

4 

Guy Penrod Concert  
Sunday, November 16 at 6:00pm 
(Doors open at 5:15pm) 

In concert at Bethany Baptist.  Tickets are available in 
the office or at www.trinitycommunications.org.   
$15/General Admission and $25/Artist Circle  
*Children 5 and under are free in general admission. 

Mission Services This Month 
 

South Side Mission, Nov. 16 at 6pm 

Peoria Rescue Mission 
November 17 and 20 at 7:30pm 

 
J E S U S 

Friday Night LinC 

Friday, November 21 
at 7:15pm 
 

Our RESOLVEDto Singles ministry 
seeks to compel our members to 
become “resolved to” Bless our 
Church, Build our Community, and 
Reach our City—all for the glory of God!  

The next LinC is Friday, November 21 at 7:15pm at 
the Christian Center. The speaker this month is 
Pastor Glyn Knight, Sr. Pastor of Grace Church in 
Morton.  

Coffee House 
Saturday, November 1 
7:30-9:30pm 

Ladies, join us for a women's 
evening of friendship and love.  
The “Come As You Are Coffee 
House” is the first of four coffee houses offered by 
the Women's Events Ministry over the next year.  

We will have a time of prayer and goodies—
gourmet popcorn will be served.  Amy Morgan, 
Jaclyn Lewis, and Sarah Charles will be sharing 
testimonies.  Grab a friend and get to know the 
sisters God has placed with you at Bethany!  

A
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If you have a student who is currently at college, 

please contact the church office with their address. 

 

College Care 
Packages 
 
Did you know that our church 
has over 100 college students?  
In November we will be sending 
them care packages from our church body.   

We are collecting miscellaneous food, snack, and fun 
items to send in boxes to our college students. 
Donations can be dropped off at the Welcome Center 
now through November 9.  

For more information, contact Kari in the church 
office at kari@bethanycentral.org.   

This one-time session is open to anyone who has 
lost a loved one.  Choose from two locations: 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We will view a video and discuss topics such as:    
What emotions to expect during the coming days. 

How to prepare for the holidays. 

What to do about family traditions. 

Managing relationships and holiday socials. 

How the holidays can help you heal. 

 
We would love to have you join us! 

For more information, contact 
Marilynn Perry at 579-2408. 

 

Feast of Thanks 
at 6:00pm in the gym  

 

Join us for a time of sharing a meal 

and giving thanks to God for His 

provision for us in this past year. 

Turkey and beverage will be 
provided. Bring any two of: 

veggie, salad, dessert  

RSVP online or on an upcoming  
insert in the Sunday worship 

bulletin. 

Turkey Bowl 
at 2pm on Our Property 

This is our annual “old folks” 

vs. youth football game. 

Come to play or to cheer for 

your team.  See Aaron for 

details.  We will also offer 

Ultimate Frisbee. 

Children’s Choir 
Musical 

at 5pm in the sanctuary 
 

Our Children’s Choir has 

been working hard preparing 

for this presentation of the 

musical “Acorns to Oaks.” 

Join us as the children 

illustrate through song 

the value and importance 

of growing in Christ.   

Three Great Opportunities on Sunday, November 23 

Tuesday, Nov. 18 at 12:15pm 
Bethany Baptist 

7422 N. Heinz Lane, Edwards 

Sunday, Nov. 9 at 2pm 
Mt. Olive Missionary 
5718 University, Peoria 
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1 - Caleb Haywood 
 - Sandy Howell 
 - Rong & Fang Qu 
2 - Emily Doty 
 - J. Kurt Hidden 
 - Jennifer Koch 
 - Amy Park 
 - Jason Schrepfer 
 - Brad & Nancy Dunham 
 - Jeremy & Nicole Powell 
3 - Jessica Kotches 
 - Jan Mosier 
 - Mike Rice 
4 - Mailys Bateman 
 - Will Bixby 
 - Donna Jost 
 - Micah Marquette 
 - Ernie Perkins 
 - Gary Zumwalt 
 - Jon & Joy Baumann 
 - Rick & Mary Smith 
5 - Seth Burnham 
 - Cheryl Harvey 
 - Sue Magnuson 
 - Marc Robinson 
 - Chloe Stahl 
 - Sierra Stahl 
 - Jennifer Weers 
6 - Erin Blucker 
 - Cindy King 
 - Sydney Meuth 
 - Janet Morris 
 - Donna Parr 
 - Jeff Stahl 
7 - Bill Akright 
 - Andrew Fouts 
 - Andrea Jensen 
 - Vivian Moon 
 - Brian Parrish 
 - Abby Pfeiffer 
 - Ann Rebholz 
 - Claire Rogers 
 - Isabelle Stauffer 
 - Gary & Ann Bryant 
8 - Janet Farwell 
 - Dede Warner 
 - Brian & Jill Phillips 
 
 

9 - Hope Graham 
 - Emily McKim 
 - Bridget Schnepel 
 - Chris & Joy Siebenborn 
 - Dennis & Carol Tracy 
 - Joe & Joy Unseth 
10 - Haddon French 
 - Gary & Betty Schwartzkopf 
11 - Dave Fuelberth 
 - Austin Lonergan 
 - Mikayla Nerad 
 - Debbie Shafer 
12 - Lydia Hoerr 
 - Jonah Johnson 
 - Mary Louise Keys 
 - Nathan Schellenberg 
 - Ryan Siebethal 
 - Michael Todd 
 - Chris & Sandra Larson 
13 - Eva Barnes 
 - Connor Deutsch 
 - Andy Hofmann 
 - Attaleigh Moon 
 - Pauline Tomlinson 
 - Robert & Toni Cassidy 
 - Brian & Tracy Parrish 
14 - Bill Burnett 
 - Roman Hapke 
 - Deanna Musselman 
 - Hezekiah Witte 
 - Dennis & Sharon VanMeter 
15 - Jody Hoerr 
 - Henry Lueken 
 - Bob Read  
 - Frankie Tomlinson 
16 - Cindy Brown 
 - Addison Church 
 - Sally Coulter 
 - Hannah Hudson 
 - Autumn Luan 
 - Steven Riney 
 - Pedro & Kelly Orozco 
 - Phil & Anna Sceggel 
17 - Hannah Schellenberg 
 - Justin Schepke 
 - Mike Weber 
 - Keith & Kathy Harvey 
 
 

18 - Eric Charles 
 - Ellie Graham 
 - Amanda Gustafson 
 - Kevin Malone 
 - Tara McClelland 
 - Julie Roth 
 - Marsha Zielinski 
 - Will & Sara Good 
19 - Michael Gonzales 
 - Brent Mosier 
 - Zach & Jodi Mayne 
20 - Cindy Hostetler 
 - Lauren Kelch 
 - Jake Meister 
 - Tina Myatt 
 - Ali Wagner 
 - Ben & Melissa Miller 
21 - Barry Anderson 
 - Jonathan Eisenmann 
 - Pat Hadley 
 - Jonah Powell 
 - Kevin Qu 
 - Lauren Queen 
 - Nancy Queen 
 - Barry Schnepel 
 - Mark Tolson 
 - Jim & Sarah Borop 
22 - Larry Crossett 
 - Michael Myers 
 - Emma Post 
 - Mazie Streitmatter 
 - Damilola Taiwo 
 - Kaleigh Walin 
 - Bill Weber 
23 - Deloris Isaacs 
 - Nathaniel Mayne 
 - Doug Talbot 
 - Scott & Bonita Flinn 
24 - Kolben Haroldson 
 - Sarah Pascual 
 - Kevin Scholl 
 - Hannah Ugorji 
 - Maxwell Wolven 
 - Jeffrey & Lisa Collins 
 - Mark & Marlea Yonke 
 
 
 
 

25 - Carson Benedict  
 - Andrea Gillespie 
 - Jack Lonergan 
 - Stanley & Susan Meinert 
26 - Wes Benson 
 - Erin Church 
 - Ted Lueken 
 - Luke Peters 
 - Colton Rekus 
 - Abigail Sauder 
 - Galen & Joy Koch 
27 - Lindsey Button 
 - Holly Miller 
 - Everett Mooberry 
 - Jane Perkins 
 - McKayla Trieu 
28 - Lisa Bryant 
 - Bonita Flinn 
 - Garrett Brock 
 - Rick Gibbons 
 - Blake Graham 
 - Chad Herman 
 - Jeff Howard 
 - Setche Kwamu-Nana 
 - Ron & Kris Anderson 
29 - Joy Baumann 
 - Brady Ellenbecker 
 - Rachel Ellenbecker 
 - Ava Heinz 
 - Connie Hoerr 
 - Lena Kieser 
 - Rosemary Moffatt 
 - Barbara Moore 
 - Caroline Taiwo 
 - Dennis & Shelly Lester 
30 - Emma Baumann 
 - Angela DeSoto 
 - Sophie Meuth 
 - Slone Windish 

November Birthdays & Anniversaries 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
7:30-9:30pm 
Come As You Are 
Women’s Coffee 
House 

2 
8:15 & 11:00am  
Worship Services 
9:45am  
Sunday School 
4:00pm  
Children’s Choir 
Orchestra Rehearsal 

3 4 
9:00am  
Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am & 12:30pm  
Ladies’ Bible Studies 
12:30pm GriefShare 

5
5:00pm Family Meal 
11:00am PrimeTime 
6:15pm 
Youth Group  
Awana  
6:30pm First Prayer 
7:45pm  
Choir Rehearsal 

6 7 
9:00am MOPS 

6:30-8:30pm 
Prophecy 
Conference 

8 
9:00am-3:00pm 
Prophecy 
Conference 

9 
8:15 & 11:00am  
Worship Services 
9:45am  
Sunday School 
Membership Class 
4:00pm  
Children’s Choir 
ACC Rehearsal 

10 11 
9:00am  
Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am & 12:30pm  
Ladies’ Bible Studies 
12:30pm GriefShare 

12 
5:00pm  
Family Meal 
6:15pm Awana 
Youth Small 
Groups (off-site) 
Prayer Room Open 
7:45pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

13 14 
9:00am BEGH 

15 
7:30am 
Men’s Breakfast 

6pm Saturday 
Service Launch 

16 
8:15 & 11:00am  
Worship Services 
9:45am  
Sunday School 
4:00pm  
Children’s Choir 
Orchestra Rehearsal 
6:00pm Guy Penrod 
Concert (ticketed) 

17 
7:00pm 
Women Helping 
Women Work Night 

18 
9:00am  
Men’s Bible Study 
9:00am & 12:30pm 
Ladies’ Bible Studies  
12:30pm GriefShare:  
Surviving the Holidays 
6:00pm Hats of Hope  
Work Night 

19 
5:00pm  
Family Meal 
6:15pm 
Youth Group 
Awana  
Prayer Room Open 
7:45pm 
Choir Rehearsal 

20 21 
9:00am MOPS 

7:15pm 
LinC (offsite) 

22 
9:00am  
ACC Rehearsal 
1:00pm  
Children’s Choir 
Dress Rehearsal 
6pm Saturday 
Service Launch 

23 
8:15 & 11:00am  
Worship Services 
9:45am  
Sunday School 
Membership Class 
2:00pm Turkey Bowl 
5:00pm  
Children’s Musical 
6:00pm  
Feast of Thanks 

24 25 26 
9:00am-12:00pm 
Office Open 

27 
Happy 
Thanksgiving! 

Office Closed 

28 
Office Closed 

29 

30 
8:15 & 11:00am 
Worship Services 
9:45am 
Sunday School 

November 2014 

7 



Hospice    by Kelly Orozco  

Hospice can be a scary word for patients and their families. 
Oftentimes volunteers come to training with some fears of 
their own.  After patients & families receive our services, 
support, and education, they can start to see that the once 
“scary” word has morphed into an understanding that 
hospice is about:  living. 

It’s about living the last stage of life with comfort. It’s about 
looking for ways we can stand beside a patient to help them 
live with hope or encourage them. It may also be as simple 
as helping family/caregivers live with a little less fear and 
worry. 
 

What do Hospice volunteers do? 

The focus of volunteer training is, “How can I actively show 
God’s love?” Volunteers are not medical people, which frees 
them up to focus on helping with those details of life that 
may have previously been pushed aside during the chaos of 
transition. 

That means volunteers may:  
Sit with a patient to provide family time out of the house 
Read to patients 
Share the Gospel/pray with people 
Play music/sing 
Visit people in nursing homes 
Run errands 
Write letters 
Do light housekeeping 
Drop off a meal 

 
This is only a small list of what volunteers do, and it does not 
adequately express the gift of love that the volunteers and 
families give back and forth to each other. So the next time 
you think of the word hospice, I hope it doesn’t conjure up 
scary thoughts. 

Instead I hope you see it as a team of people, including 
volunteers, that help with life. 
 

Interested in learning more? 

Bethany is planning on holding some short informational 
meetings in order to provide a greater understanding of 
Hospice. This can be a helpful resource for those who have 
questions about the end of (earthly) life care for themselves 
or a loved one.   

Please watch your worship folder or emails for information 
on meeting dates and ways you can get involved in 
volunteering.  

At the end of October we completed 
another session of the Open Hearts Open 
Homes Orphan Care Bible Study.  This is a 
great opportunity to talk over what 
Scripture says about caring for children 
and to consider how the Lord would have 
you join Him in caring for the 
disenfranchised children that are in need. 

One of the sessions that we consider 
during the Bible Study is “The Theology of 
Adoption.”   It is amazing to think 
through our adoption by our Heavenly 
Father and how that coincides with our 
adoption of children.  One of “the 
implications for earthly orphan ministry is 
that we are motivated to care for 
orphans for God's glory, not our own” (A 
Passion for the Fatherless by Daniel 
Bennett, page 79).  November 2 is 
National Orphan Sunday.  This special 
Sunday helps to make November a great 
time to thank the Lord for His loving 
adoption of us into His family and to 
prayerfully consider how He would have 
us respond to the needs of the fatherless. 

Partnering with Open Hearts Open 
Homes Orphan Ministry (OHOH) is a way 
to begin to be involved in the care of the 
orphan.  To speak to someone about the 
OHOH Ministry contact Pastor Jerry at 
jerry@bethanycentral.org or Amy Park at 
levisix88@gmail.com. 

by Amy Park 

Open Hearts Open Homes 
Orphan Care Ministry 

Also you can check out:  
openheartsopenhomesministry.blogspot.com 
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Children’s Ministry 
AWANA 

There will be no AWANA or 
Family meal on November 26.   
 
 

Children’s Church 

We are so thankful that 3’s-K 
Children’s Church is fully 
staffed.  We prayerfully 
anticipate moving forward 
seeing how the Lord provides 
staffing for additional grades. 

Ginny Smith 

ginny@bethanycentral.org 

Celebrating the Birth of Christ 

Plan ahead to make the Christmas season a special time of reflecting upon Christ for you and your family!  
Resources will be offered to help you fill your homes with conversations about the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ!  
Beginning Sunday, November 16, there will be resources to celebrate the birth of Christ located in our church 
Resource Center.  Please prayerfully consider how you can purposefully shepherd your own heart (and your 
family’s) toward the true reason for Christmas this year. 

11-2 SS:  God Judges Sodom and Gomorrah (Genesis 18:16–19:29) 
CC:  Four Friends Helped (Matthew 9:1-8; Mark 2:1-12; Luke 5:17-26) 

11-9 SS:  God sends Baby Isaac (Genesis 21:1-14) 
CC:  Jesus Healed a Man's Hand (Matt. 12:9-14; Mark 3:1-6; Luke 6:6-11)   

11-16 SS:  God Promises to send a Messiah, Part 1 (Genesis 3:15; 12:1-3; 49:10) 
CC:  The Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 5-7) 

11-23 SS: God Promises a Messiah, Pt. 2 (Is. 7:14; Matt. 1:18-25, 2:1-12; Mic. 5:2) 
CC:  Parable of the Sower (Matthew 13:1-23; Mark 4; Luke 8) 

11-30 SS:  God reveals the Messiah (Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38) 
CC:  Three Parables (Luke 15) 

November Sunday School and Children’s Church Lessons 

Youth Events In November 
 

Oct 31-Nov 2 Jr. High Retreat 

November 5 Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 

November 12 Jr./Sr. High Small Group Event Night 
 (See Small Group leader for details.) 

November 19 Jr./Sr. High Youth Group 

November 22 Sr. High The Barn, 6-9pm 

November 23 Turkey Bowl, 2pm 

November 26 No Youth Group 

November 30 Sr. High Pancake Breakfast, 9:45am 
 

For more information contact Josh or Aaron.  
josh@bethanycentral.org  | aaron@bethanycentral.org 

WPEO Christian Radio wishes to thank Bethany Baptist Church for participating in this year's Bible drive for the 
Love Packages Ministry.  Our church donations along with those collected within the community were recently 
picked up. The total weight was 11 tons of material that is being prepared for shipment to Thailand. Thank you for 
your generous support of this ministry. We will continue to accept donations throughout the year. Information can 
be found at the Resource Center. 

 
 
 

 

Thank you for donating shoes to WaterStep during the 
month of August.  The donated shoes help fund safe 
drinking water projects all over the world—helping to 
save hundreds of thousands of lives each year. Over 
23,000 shoes were collected in the central Illinois 
area!  Thank you for your generosity.   
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Connecting with your spiritual leaders 

Small groups help make a large church small.  You are able to know 
others, and be known, and be safe and secure in one another’s 
love.  This is the glory of Gospel-centered relationships! 
 
New Elder Structure Serves Small Groups 
Our elders’ recent focus on spiritual shepherding (1 Peter 5:2-3), 
discipleship (Col 1:10-29), and deeper relationships with one 
another (Jn 13:34-35) all serve to strengthen our small group 
ministry.   Our pastors and elders desire to be more connected with 
every member for our mutual joy, communication, and spiritual 
encouragement.  But it is difficult for a small number of leaders to 
truly know every member in a large church.  Small groups help 
connect every member to spiritual leadership!  Here’s how: 
 
Small Group Coaches. Your small group leader either is a pastor/elder already or he/she has been 
connected with a pastor/elder who has agreed to be a spiritual encourager and spiritual leadership 
“coach” for your group.  This coach or spiritual leader regularly connects with your group’s leader for the 
purpose of prayer and spiritual encouragement.  By nurturing this relationship with your small group 
leader, the coach serves as a personal connection point to Bethany’s spiritual leadership vision.  He is 
able to connect your group to any desired resources or other church leaders as may be desired.  
 

What does this practically mean for you?  This means that your involvement in small group helps 
connect you even more to your spiritual leaders!  As a group you can invite your small group coach (or 
any of our pastors/elders!) anytime to join your group and share in deeper relationships together.  And 
as God begins to call more and more godly men to serve as His spiritual under-shepherds among us, we 
look forward to the day that every small group could have one of our elders or deacons within it.  But in 
the meantime, you have personal access to those whom God is using to shepherd our church family 
through your small group coach.   Talk together with your group leader to learn who your coach is, and 
discuss how you might be able to connect with your spiritual leaders in an even greater relational way 
through your small group!! 

Preliminary Saturday Evening Worship Services 
November 15 & 22 

Come and join us for these first two preliminary Saturday evening worship services 
on November 15 and November 22.  Services start at 6:00pm, and will meet in the 
church foyer.  All are invited.  Nursery will be provided for children 3 yrs old and 
younger.  These two services are designed to help us worship God together while 
exploring the best arrangements for our new weekly Saturday evening worship 
services scheduled to start in January 2015.  Each of these services will be different 
to help us experience the worship with varying levels of technical assistance in the 
new location.  The November 15 service will utilize a higher level of A/V components 
with a larger band, while the November 22 service plans to proceed with a much 
lower amount of technical setup and a much-reduced musician presence.  We look 
forward to these worship gatherings and invite you to prayerfully join with us for 
the glory of God as we plan together how to best execute our vision for His joy in His 
church! 
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Bereans—Room 811 
(Senior Adults) 
Teacher: Paul Slopak 
 
20/20—Room 812 
(Single Adults) 
Teacher: Gary Bryant  
 
City on a Hill—Room 805 
(All Ages) 
Teachers: Andy Hofmann & 
Justin McMenamy 
 
College Class—Room 807 
(College & Young Adults) 
Teacher: Aaron Boerckel 
 
CrossPoint—Room 817 
(All ages) 
Teacher: Brian Phillips & Tom 
Nofsinger 
 
Crossroads—Room 808 
(All ages) 
Teachers: Dave Schellenberg 
& Rod Abel 
 
Dust to Glory—Gymnasium 
(All Ages) 
Teacher: Chris Larson  
 
Foundations—Room 813 
(Young families) 
Teacher: Trent Gerig 

Joint Heirs—Room 815 
(All ages) 
Teacher: Tom Schlich 
 
Living Stones—Room 809 
(All ages) 
Teachers: Greg Joyce & Mark Yonke 
 
New Heights—Room 806 
(All ages) 
Teacher: TBD 
 
Newly Married & Engaged—Rm. 810 
(Newlyweds & Engaged) 
Teachers: Marv & Mary Sauder, 
Dave & Becky Fuelberth, Dennis & 
MaryBeth Zimmerman, Bob & Markie 
Castle 
 
Salt and Light—Room 814 
(Young Married) 
Teachers: Danny Schell &  
Jon Baumann 
 
Temple Builders—Room 816 
(All ages) 
Teacher: Mark Schellenberg  
 
The Master’s Touch—Room 401 
(All ages) 
Teacher: Brad Dunham  
 
Chinese Church—Room 211 
(Mandarin Speaking Fellowship) 

Bringing the Bible to Life 
Track 1: Intro to Discipleship 

 

Living Stones ABC 
Room 809 

Starting November 2! 

A l l  a r e  w e l c o m e !  

Adult Bible Communities (ABCs) = Equipping You 

for Spiritual Joy in Christ! 
 

Bethany Adult Bible Communities (ABC’s) exist to excite a growing 
passion for the glory of God in His people through regular gatherings 
focused on prayer, proclamation of God’s Word, personal 
discipleship, purposeful service in the church, and planting new 
communities.  

Operation Christmas Child 

Since 1993, more than 100 million boys 
and girls in over 130 countries have 
experienced God’s love through the 
power of simple shoebox gifts from 
Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s 
Purse works with local churches and 
ministry partners to deliver the gifts and 
share the life-changing Good News of 
Jesus Christ.    

Pick up a ready-made box and a form 
with mailing label from the Resource 
Center in the church foyer. Bring filled 
boxes back with your $7 donation to 
cover mailing cost by Sunday,  
November 16.  Contact Carol Vance at 
387-2021 for more information. 

 

Box item suggestions  

TOYS:  Include items that children will 
immediately embrace such as dolls, toy 
cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, 
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls, 
toys that light up and make noise (with 
extra batteries), etc. 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils and 
sharpeners, crayons, markers, 
notebooks, paper, solar calculators, 
coloring and picture books, etc. 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS:  bar soap, 
toothbrushes, combs, washcloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES:  t-shirts, socks, hats, 
sunglasses, hair clips, jewelry, watches, 
flashlights (with extra batteries), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE:  You may enclose a 
note to the child and a photo of yourself 
or your family. If you include your name 
and address, the child may be able to 
write back. 

For more information visit: 
www.samaritanspurse.org 
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Return Service Requested 

Bethany Baptist Church 
7422 N. Heinz Lane 
Edwards, IL  61528 

Invite your friends and family! 
 

Saturday, December 13 

at Bethany Baptist Church 

2:00pm and 6:00pm 
 

FREE tickets are required for each performance.   

They will be available at the Welcome Center,  

the office (692-1755), or online beginning Nov. 9.   
 

 

A Community Christmas will also be held:  

Dec. 12 at 7pm at Five Points, Washington 

Dec. 14 at 6pm at Living Hope Community Church, Bartonville 

 

For more information visit www.ACommunityChristmas.com 

A Community Christmas 2014 


