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When God sent His own Son into 
this sin-stained world, He gave to 
us His very best.  In giving His 
Son, the Father forever settled 
the question regarding the lavish 
nature of His generosity.  No 
person need ever to ask, “Does 
God care for me and desire to 
give me gifts that would bring joy 
to my heart?”  Paul is right to 
reason, “He who did not spare his 
own Son but gave him up for us 
all, how will he not also with him 
graciously give us all things?”  The 
Christmas season reminds us that 
God is a giving God.  He loves to 
give good gifts to His own 
children.  

The question might be asked, “If 
God is lavishly generous, why do 
many Christians not experience 
the fullness of God’s blessing?”  
Jacob’s life helps us to think 
about that question.  Remember 
that Jacob was a “striver” from 

the beginning.  He was a man 
who was “self-made” as he relied 
upon his own cunning to make a 
life for himself.  When Jacob was 
90, he returns to a disturbing 
report.  His brother Esau is 
approaching him and his family 
with an army.  Jacob is terrified. 
Night has fallen and Jacob is 
alone.  He knows that in the 
morning, he must face Esau for 
better or worse.   

Genesis 32:24-29 And Jacob 
was left alone. And a man 
wrestled with him until the 
breaking of the day.  When 
the man saw that he did not 
prevail against Jacob, he 
touched his hip socket, and 
Jacob’s hip was put out of 
joint as he wrestled with him.  
Then he said, “Let me go, for 
the day has broken.” But 
Jacob said, “I will not let you 
go unless you bless me.”  And 
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he said to him, “What is your name?” And he 
said, “Jacob.”  Then he said, “Your name 
shall no longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for 
you have striven with God and with men, 
and have prevailed.” . . .  And there he 
blessed him.  

All Jacob’s life, he strove in his flesh to gain 
blessing for himself.  He relied on his own 
schemes to find happiness.  As his scheming 
crashes around his own head, he realizes that he 
needs God.  

But how did Jacob prevail with the LORD?  Hosea 
tells us that as Jacob wrestled with the angel, “he 
wept and sought his favor.” (Hosea 12:4)  Jacob’s 
refusing to let go is not Jacob giving God a stern 
demand.  This is not a strong warrior 
overpowering an opponent.  This is Jacob 
acknowledging his defeat before the Lord.  This is 
Jacob broken, pleading for God’s favor.  In 
desperation, Jacob is saying, “God, I am undone.  
You are my ONLY hope. To let you go is to let go 
of life itself.  I NEED you.  I am grasping you by 
faith and I will not let you go!”  

Why do many Christians not receive the 
blessings that God is so willing to give?  Jacob 
teaches us that we miss God’s blessing when we 
believe we can be self-made men and women.  
The way to gain God’s blessing is to grasp onto 
God and not let go until He blesses us.   

We do not make demands of God and act as 
though we can command God to do our bidding.  
We cannot force God’s hand to do what He does 
not want to do nor can we overpower Him 
through prayer.  But we can grasp onto God with 
a great desire for His blessing, with an 

acknowledgement of our need for His blessing and 
with an earnest resolution to persevere in seeking 
God for His blessing.  We are right to persist with 
God and not give up on obtaining blessing from 
Him.  We are wise to persevere with God in prayer 
as we affirm His promises to us.  

In our wrestling with God, we seek God to do for us 
what God says He desires to do for us.  But why 
would God have us wrestle with Him for our 
blessing?  Why would God not merely give it to us 
at our first request? 

Jonathan Edwards gives four reasons why it is 
proper for us to obtain God’s blessing by not letting 
Him go of Him until He blesses us: 

1. This shows to us our need of God’s blessing and 
the great value of it.  Through wrestling with God 
we become thoroughly aware of the treasure 
that God’s blessing is to our lives.   

2. This causes us to see that we are unworthy of 
God’s blessing and to acknowledge that we have 
done nothing to merit it, but instead have done 
everything that would provoke God to withhold 
it from us.    

3. This makes us realize that only God is the author 
of this treasured blessing.  We will find this 
blessing in no other place or person.   

4. This prepares us for receiving God’s blessing so 
that we benefit from it when it is given.  We do 
not set this blessing aside, but implement it in 
our lives so that we become more sanctified 
through it for the glory of God. 

Let us hold onto God in order to enjoy all of His 
good gifts! 
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 Schedule of Christmas 

Services  

 

A Community Christmas 2014 
December 12-14 

 

Dec 12:  Five Points, Washington 7pm  

Dec 13:  Bethany Baptist, 2pm & 6pm  

Dec 14:  Living Hope, Bartonville 6pm 

Tickets required. See back for details. 
 

 
Sunday, December 21 & 28 

Worship Services 
 

8:15am—Nursery through Age 3 

No Sunday School or ABCs 

11:00am—Nursery through Age 2 and 
Children’s Church Age 3 - K 

 

 
Christmas Eve Service 

 

Wednesday, December 24 at 6pm 
(Childcare through age 4.) 

 

 
Church Office Hours 

 
The church office will close at noon 

on December 24 and be closed 
December 25-26, 2014. 

 
The office will close at noon on 

December 31 and be closed 
January 1-2, 2015.   

 
In the event of an urgent need during 
non-office hours, you can reach the 
pastor on-call by calling the church 
office at 692-1755. When prompted, 

leave a message on extension 9. The 
system will contact a pastor and you 

will receive a call back. 
 
 

Have a safe and blessed 
Christmas season! 

Refreshing the Saints 

Our dear Char Wallen, author of the “Over the Coffee 
Cup” column that appeared in The Broadcaster for over 
44 years, has moved with her husband Lowell to their 
son and daughter-in-law’s home. Lowell and Char served in various 
ministries at Bethany for over 60 years. If you would like to send them a 
note of encouragement you can reach them at: 

Lowell & Char Wallen 
c/o Peter Wallen 

1402 N Washington St 
Wheaton, IL  60187 

Open Hearts Open Homes           

Anticipating Sanctity of Life Sunday we are 
putting together a short video of adoptive/foster 
families.  Please send your pictures to Jan at 
jan@bethanycentral.org by Wednesday, 
January 7, 2015.  Thank you! 

openheartsopenhomesministry.blogspot.com 

GriefShare 

GriefShare has been a ministry through which God has 
blessed  both us and the participants.  It is with great 
reluctance and sadness that we are going to have to bring 
this ministry to a close.   It is not what we have done for the 
individuals who have attended, but it is what God is doing in 
and through them that has brought about healing in their 
time of grief.   Thank you for this wonderful opportunity to serve in this 
ministry for the last 8-1/2 years.   

For anyone wishing to attend GriefShare,  I would refer you to the group 
at Mt. Olive Missionary Church.  Rev. Mark & Sheryl Duras lead this 
group that meets on Tuesday evenings. You can also visit 
www.griefshare.org/findagroup to search for a group. 

Biblical Counseling Training Conference 

Make plans to attend the Biblical Counseling Training Conference being 
held at Faith Baptist Church in Lafayette, IN, February 8-13.  The theme of 
the conference is “Equipping you for Christ-Centered Counseling.”  You 
might rightly ask, why should you register? 

This week is a life-changing week.  You will be encouraged in your own 
personal walk with Jesus. 

  This week is a ministry-changing week.  Many have commented that 
this conference initiated a change in how they do all their ministries. 

  This week is designed just for you.  The conference instructors were 
chosen for you.  There are six training tracks to help you where you are. 

 

Do not miss out on this great opportunity to be challenged, equipped, and 
renewed.  If you have further questions, please contact Melody Lewis at 
692-1755 or melody@bethanycentral.org. 

Marilynn Perry 

Amy Park 

mailto:jan@bethanycentral.org
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Get the most out of our website. 
Sign-up For myBETHANY! 

To login, simply visit 
www.bethanycentral.org and click on 
"myBethany" in the top right corner. (Or 
you can navigate directly to the 
myBethany login page at 
my.bethanycentral.org).  

Click the “Create Account” button, and 
complete the form to register for a new 
account.  Your new account should be 
granted full security permissions within 
two business days.   

**Please Note** These accounts are for 
individuals only. Please do not make a 
family account. Create individual 
accounts for each user in your family. If 
and when parents/guardians desire, 
children and youth are welcome to have 
their own myBethany access as 
well.  Also, all prior myBethany logins/
passwords are no longer active. Our 
new secure site requires every user to 
use a new login/password. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Find Great Resources 

Browse resources by topic, Scripture, 
series, or author on the new site!   

Use your own RSS feed reader to 
subscribe to selected series. 

Use the website to search the holdings 

of our Church Resource Center at 

Bethany.  Discover what resources are 

available for you to borrow, and what 

resources are available for you to own, 

right from the comfort of your own 

personal device. 

 

Great Mobile Viewing! 

Latest sermons 

Weekly Memory Verse 

Weekly Worship Bulletin 

Upcoming Events 

…all at your fingertips! 

Bethanycentral.org is the most recent discipleship tool to 
get refreshed for the glory of Christ!  We are praying that 
this world-wide ministry tool would help us all better 
proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, and prepare others to worship 
Him forever! 

The new site is designed to give you, our Bethany members, 
access to a number of helpful resources: 

Search online member’s directory 

View your giving history 

Submit confidential prayer requests 

Find and join a small group 

Find a place to serve 

And more! 

Check Out the Newly Refreshed bethanycentral.org! 
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Monday, December 15 
at 11:00am 

Music by Bethany 

Musicians 

& 

Turkey Dinner 

with all the trimmings 
 

RSVP by calling the office 

at 692-1755. 

Cost is $5  

All those age 50 and up are 

welcome to attend. 

Ginny Smith 
 ginny@bethanycentral.org    Children’s Ministries 

PrimeTime 
Fellowship 

Family Focus—Christmas Memories 

I have so many wonderful Christmas memories—do you?  Be sure to share these 
memories with your children this Christmas, and be sure to make a memory with 
them by using the church’s resource center for creative ideas to center your 
focus on Christ during this holiday season. 
 

Holiday Schedule 

Awana:  There will be no Awana or Family Meal December 24 and December 31. 

Sunday School:  There will be no Sunday School December 21 and December 28. 

Children’s Church:  Scheduled throughout the holidays. 
 

Sunday School and Children’s Church Lessons in December/January 

  Sunday School Children’s Church 

12-07 God sends John the Baptist 
Luke 1:5-25, 57-67, 76-80 

Prophets Told About Jesus' Birth  
Is. 7:1-14; 9:1-7; 11:1-15; Micah 5:2 

12-14 The Wise Men Worship Jesus 
Matthew 2:1-18 

Angels Spoke to Mary & Joseph  
Luke 1:26-56; Matt. 1:18-24  

12-21 No Sunday School Jesus Was Born—Luke 2:1-20  

12-28 No Sunday School Jesus Has Power Over Creation  
Matt. 8:23-27; Mark 4:35-41; Lk. 8:22-25  

1-04 God Tests Abraham 
Genesis 22; Heb. 11:17-19 

Jesus Has the Power to Provide—Matt. 14:13-21; 

Mark 6:30-44; Luke 9:10-17; John 6:1-14  

1-11 God Chooses Jacob over Esau 
Genesis 25:21-26; 27:1-29 

Jesus Has Power Over Sickness  
Matt. 20:29-34; Mark 10:46-52; Luke 18:35-43  

1-18 Jacob Wrestles with God 
Genesis 32 

Jesus Has Power Over Evil  
Matt. 8:28-34; Mark 5:1-20; Luke 8:26-39  

1-25 God Preserves Joseph 
Genesis 37 

Jesus Has Power Over Death  
John 11:1-44  



1 - Ashley Corder 

 - Isaiah Evans 

 - Benjamin Inman 

 - Drew Kieser 

 - Sally Lawrence-Knapp 

 - James Tomlinson 

2 - Ellery Brock 

 - Shelby Courtney 

 - Jeannie Ellison 

 - Janis Hapke 

 - Joel Park 

 - Daegan Severns 

 - Timothy & Rolanda 

  Jenkins 

3 - Jude Bramlet 

 - Gene Howell 

 - Lindsay Musselman 

 - Sydney Wieland 

 - David Williams 

4 - Ezra Blair 

 - Ritch Boerckel 

 - Jill Delinski 

 - Emelia Moorman 

 - Ruth Palmer 

 - Joy Siebenborn 

 - Dave & Carol Clark 

 - David & Sharon Weiss 

5 - Tom Bauman 

 - Bethany Bryant 

 - Michelle Critten 

 - Caleb Ham 

 - Larry Kreeger 

 - Tim Noar 

6 - Weston Andris 

 - Mark Burnham 

 - Joe Hapke 

 - Lydia Zimmerman 

 - Rich & Diane Noar 

7 - Lana Douglas 

 - Jill Birkholz-Luan 

 - Elizabeth Hofmann 

 - Madison Tarrant 

 - Linda Wyckoff 

8 - Brenda Schwenk 

 - Brianna Wichael 

 - Gerry & Elsie  

  Traenkenschuh 

 

 

 

9 - Brook Herman 

 - Beverly Jackson 

 - Sarah Noar 

 - Luke Pascual 

 - Lexia Rowley 

 - Ezekiel Thompson 

10 - Ruth Christmas 

 - Sarah Dremann 

 - Joshua Fay 

 - Noah Powell 

 - Hannah Queen 

 - Mike & Sally Rice 

 - Ralph & LaVerne Turner 

11 - Riley McRaven 

 - Ed & Jill Luan 

 - Dan & Sharie Cain 

 - Jim & Lori Cochran 

12 - Kim Benedict 

 - John Brock 

 - Nathan Button 

 - Sara Deets 

 - Andrew Funk 

 - Silas Kern 

 - Karen Sanderson 

 - Jen Sass 

 - Marv & Mary Sauder 

13 - Luke Dobra 

 - Jack Nelson 

 - Zoey Trompeter 

14 - Kelli Christenberry 

 - Jason & Teri Cooper 

 - Elise Haroldson 

 - Jay Hufnagel 

 - Robyn Morris 

 - Elizabeth Schellenberg 

 - MaryBeth Smith 

15 - Jacob Beakley 

 - Steve Clore 

 - Tanner Graham 

 - Treyven Haroldson 

 - Steve Hornbrook 

 - Killian Joos 

 - Sandy Simmons 

16 - Brittany Klaus 

 - Steve McRaven 

 - Grace Sturhan 

 - Paul & Linda Slopak 

 

 

 

17 - Travis Critten 

 - Pam Duncan 

 - Elizabeth DuWaldt 

 - Barbara Stratton  

 - Bev Weed 

 - Tom & Jodee Bauman 

 - Mark & Mary Ellison 

 - Jack & Diane Mason 

 - Bill & Martie Scott 

18 - Cindy Aupperle 

 - Willy Bonnell 

 - Gary Lawson 

 - Marty Roth 

19 - Dan Byerly 

 - Mindy Byerly 

 - Sue Crain 

 - Ben Worner 

 - Ryan Yergler 

 - Ritch & Kimberly 

  Boerckel 

 - Jim & Sue Crain 

 - John & Patricia Hadley 

 - Ron & Dianna Fouts 

 - Bev & Tom Weed 

20 - Abigail Akright 

 - Kristi DeBacker 

 - Livie Herman 

 - Shawn Mason  

21 - Kris McClelland 

 - Tyler Sass 

 - Jim Swezey 

21 - Ryan Vance 

 - Chris Wichael 

 - Thomas & Yeon-Soo 

  Kim 

22 - Michelle Courtney 

 - Mowry Falk 

 - Charles Faw 

 - Lance Kieser 

 - Ellyn Liu 

 - Joel Showalter 

 - Marilyn Showalter 

23 - Abigail Brodersen 

 - Marci Johnson 

 - Josiah Kern 

 - Danny Schell 

 - Jennifer Tracy 

 - Jim & Christine Ommen 

 

 

24 - Sarah Burke 

 - Gloria Hedberg 

 - Brooke Langley 

 - Ketra Negley 

 - Wesley Peterson   

 - Marisa Weech 

 - Bradley Wichael 

 - Joshua Zhen 

26 - Joellyn Doty 

 - Vicky Jolliff 

 - Steve Shultz 

 - Ray & Deloris Isaacs 

 - Paul & Emily McKim 

 - Doug & Faye Talbot 

27 - Hannah Buhl 

 - Dan Heinz 

 - Bruce Wyckoff 

 - Larry & Laurie Crossett 

 - Michael & Cherlyn Lied 

28 - Cara Christenberry 

 - Sarah Dobra 

 - Caleb Lossmann 

 - Becca Whitney 

 - Holly Zimmerman 

 - Barb & Eric Nielsen 

 - Tom & Amy Nofsinger 

29 - Sara DeBacker 

 - Ethan Freckleton  

 - Jill Phillips 

 - Carol Tracy 

 - Greg & Lynn Carps 

 - Steve & Ruth Ann Clore 

 - Ishor & Laxmi Dhakal 

30 - Laura Bailey 

 - Becky Freckleton 

 - Pat Goben 

 - Kathryn Guymon 

 - John Hadley 

 - William Jacobs 

 - Virginia Lane 

 - Lynda Oakes 

 - Dirk & Kristen Arends 

 - John & Denice Patroff 

 - Mike & Angie Peterson 

 - Joel & Amber Taylor 

31 - Isaac Critten 

 - Emma Finney 

 - Malachi Nelson 

 - Jeremiah Siebenthal 

 - Micaiah & Erin Wilmoth 
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December marks the end of the Birthday and Anniversary list in The Broadcaster. 

Beginning January 2015, birthday and anniversary lists will be available at the Welcome Center. 



First Prayer  
December 3 and January 7 
6:30pm  
 

Join us as we set aside time 
for focused prayer as a church 
family.  Nursery and childcare provided. 

Women’s Ministries 

Work 
Nights 

Women Helping Women  
Monday, January 19 at 7pm 
Women Helping Women serves those 
experiencing miscarriage, still birth, 
early infant death, and infertility. On 
work nights we prepare products and 
kits for keepsake boxes that will help 
parents through the difficulty of 
losing a child. Sewing skills are not 
required.  Contact Nicole Pepper at 
683-1181.  

Hats of Hope  
Tuesday, January 20 at 6pm  
The work nights are an opportunity to come and meet 
some cancer survivors, use your gifts and talents in 
sewing and knitting, or simply to cut fabric and make 
fabric flowers for hats for cancer patients. Yarn and 
materials are supplied for you if you desire to make hats 
at home.  Contact:  Holly Miller at 648-1693 or 
hlm112770@aol.com. 

Ladies Coffee House 

January 23, 2015 at 6:30pm 
Ladies, join us in the café for   
sweet fellowship and 
round table discussions. 

 
Contact:  Kelly Walenta 

ckone2000@comcast.net 

Youth Events In December/January 

December 3: Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
December 10:  Jr./Sr. High Christmas Café, 6:15pm 
December 14: Sr. High Sharon Pines, 11:00am 
December 17: no Youth Group 
December 20: Sr. High The Barn, 6-9pm 

December 24:  no Youth Group 
December 31: no Youth Group 
January 7:   Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 

January 14: Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
Jan. 16-18: Sr. High Snow Camp 
January 21:  Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
January 28: Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 

For details, about these events, contact Josh Beakley 
(josh@bethanycentral.org) or Aaron Boerckel 

(aaron@bethanycentral.org). 

Discovering Church Membership 

Saturday, January 10 at 8:00am 

 

If you are interested in joining 
the church or just learning more 
about Bethany, plan to attend. 
Please RSVP to Melody in the church 
office (melody@bethanycentral.org). 

Calendar Highlights—December/January 
 

December 3: First Prayer, 6:30pm 

December 12: A Community Christmas at Five 
 Points Washington at 7pm, ticketed 

December 13: A Community Christmas at Bethany 
 2pm and 6pm, ticketed 

December 14:  A Community Christmas at Living 
 Hope at 6pm, ticketed 

December 15:   PrimeTime Fellowship, 11am 

December 21: 8:15am and 11am Worship Services 
 No Sunday School or ABC’s 

December 24: Christmas Eve Service, 6pm 

December 28: 8:15am and 11am Worship Services 
 No Sunday School or ABC’s 

January 7: First Prayer, 6:30pm 

January 10: Membership Class, 8am 

January 11: Newcomer’s Lunch at 12:30pm 

January 23:   Ladies Coffee House, 6:30pm 

January 25: Child Dedication Class, 9:45am 

 

 

 

 

 
 

View the full calendar at the new bethanycentral.org! 
Hover over the “Connect” tab.  Then click the “View 
Calendar” button.  Use the pull-down menu to select 

the view of your choice (month, weekly, etc.). 

7 
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Men’s Ministry
Platform Speakers

Pete Briscoe was born in Kendal, England, 
into the ministry family of Stuart & Jill 

Briscoe. After a mission trip to the 
Philippines in 1982 Pete realized God was 

calling him to ministry. He has served as the 
Senior Pastor of Bent Tree Bible 

Fellowship in Dallas, Texas, since 1992.  

Bryan Loritis is the Lead Pastor of 
Fellowship Memphis—a multicultural 

church ministering to the evolving 
community of urban Memphis. In addition 

to serving the community of Memphis, 
Bryan’s ministry takes him across the 

country as he speaks at churches, 
conferences and retreats. He is the author 

of the book God on Paper; as well as a 
contributing author for the book entitled 

Great Preaching.  

Afshin Ziafat was born in Houston. He 
moved with his family to their native Iran 

when he was two years old.  In the midst of 
the Islamic Revolution in Iran, Afshin's 

family moved back to Houston.  He was 
given a Bible by an English tutor.  He read 

that Bible ten years later as a senior in high 
school and came to faith in Christ.  

Ultimately, his family would disown him 
because of his faith in Christ.  

Oscar Muriu is the Senior Pastor of Nairobi 
Chapel in Kenya.  His vision is to see the 
African church rise up to its place and 

calling in the Global Church.  The Nairobi 
Chapel operates an HIV/AIDS ministry and 
has a vision to plant 300 churches in Africa 

and worldwide. 

Steve Sonderman is the Associate Pastor of 
Adult Discipleship at Elmbrook Church in 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He consults widely 
with churches from a number of 

denominations and is passionate about 
helping  local churches have a vibrant, 

enduring ministry to men.  

Steve Farrar is the founder and chairman of 
Men's Leadership Ministries.   He is a 

graduate of California State University, 
Fullerton, with a Master's degree from 

Western Seminary in Portland, Oregon, he 
also has an earned a doctorate from Dallas 
Theological Seminary. Steve authored the 
best-selling book, Point Man: How a Man 
Can Lead His Family and has since written 

fifteen other books.  

For more information, contact Pastor Lyall 

at lyall@bethanycentral.org. 
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Systematic Theology II 

 

Bible Survey* 
 

Soul Care I: 
Components of 

Compassionate Soul Care 

Soul Care II 

 

Teacher:  Art Georges Teachers:  Kyle Talbot and 
Josh Beakley 

Teacher:  Joel Smith Overseen by:  Kent 
Kloter 

Location: Bethany Community 
Center, 7229 N. Knoxville 
Avenue, Peoria 

Location: Bethany 
Community Center, 7229 N. 
Knoxville Avenue, Peoria 

Location: Bethany Baptist 
Church, 7422 N. Heinz 
Lane, Edwards 

Location: Bethany 
Community Room, 
27265 Dutch Lane, 
Washington 

This course will examine what 
the Bible teaches in the 
following areas:  
1) Salvation, with a 
continuation and coverage of 
topics not previously treated 
in Systematic Theology I;  
2) Christ, an examination of 
the person and work of Christ;  
3) The Holy Spirit, an 
examination of His person and 
work;  
4) Christ’s Church, a study of 
the formation, nature, and 
ministry of the church; and  
5) Last Things, a treatment of 
future things, including the 
rapture, tribulation, and 
millennial and eternal 
kingdoms.   
A continual focus will be 
placed on how the student is 
to live, to the glory of God, as 
a result of a deepening 
understanding of these topics. 

This course will lead 
students through the 
historical progression of 
God’s revelation. On this 
chronological journey 
students will stop to gaze at 
the key themes and 
teachings of each of the 66 
books of the Bible. They will 
learn to connect the 
individual messages to the 
larger story line of the 
Scriptures. In addition, they 
will see the bridge from the 
Old Testament people of 
God through Jesus to the 
New Testament church and 
on to Christ’s glorious 
return. As students gain 
greater clarity of the 
content and context of the 
Bible, their love for God and 
desire to dig deeper into His 
revelation will grow.  

This course gives a 
practical understanding 
of how to participate in 
the discipleship arena in a 
meaningful way that 
creates a plan for life 
change while 
demonstrating love, 
compassion, wisdom, and 
biblical truth. Classroom 
time will include lecture, 
class discussion, case 
studies, and more to 
provide practical 
application of the subject 
matter. 

This course addresses 
specific issues in the 
discipleship 
conversation in a 
meaningful way that 
creates a plan for life 
change while 
demonstrating love, 
compassion, wisdom, 
and biblical truth. 
Classroom time will 
include lecture, class 
discussion, role-play, 
video observation, 
group analysis, and 
more to provide 
practical application of 
the subject matter.  

Systematic Theology I is not a 
prerequisite for Systematic 
Theology II. 
Systematic Theology by 
Wayne Grudem is also 
required. 

*Class formerly titled     
“The Unfolding Story of 
God's Revelation.”” 

 Book is also required. Soul Care I is not a 
prerequisite for Soul 
Care II. 
Book required 

Registration is open for the Spring 2015 semester of The 
Gospel Institute! Classes meet Monday evenings 
throughout the area from 6-9pm. The semester runs 
from January 19 through April 6. Sign up quickly as 
classes fill up. Registration closes Wednesday, January 14. 
Classes cost $60, and scholarships are available. 

Visit www.peoriagospelinstitute.org for more information! 
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Small Groups @ Bethany 
 

Resolve to Connect in 2015!  The coming new-year brings an opportunity 
for reflection about how we can best worship Christ together in the coming 
year.  By God’s grace, we believe that 2015 will be a year filled with greater 
faith, more whole-hearted worship, and deeper biblical community and love 
within our Bethany family.   
 

Get Connected Now!  We are thankful for every person who has begun to benefit from genuine spiritual 
friendship with others in our small group ministry, and invite you to join with us for the 2015 term!  
Several groups are seeking additional people to join them starting in January, and these groups plan to 
meet through the end of April 2015.  Sign-up at bethanycentral.org/connect/adults/small-groups. 
 
Even Start a New Group!  There are also opportunities to start more small groups in January–so if you 
and some of your friends are interested in doing this together, please contact the church office as we 
would love to help you pursue God’s glory in this! 
 
Small Group Holiday Schedule. While the church calendar officially takes the month of December “off” 
from small group activities, many small groups will still meet once or twice in December.  Please talk to 
your small group leader about your group’s holiday schedule. 
 
All Bethany’s small groups will officially begin meeting again on the week of January 4, and are 
scheduled to meet regularly through the end of April 2015.  Learn more about our small group ministry at 
bethanycentral.org.  
 

"This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you.  
…These things I command you, so that you will love one another.” (John 15:12, 17)   

Saturday Night Worship Services 

We held two preliminary services on November 
15 and 22.  What a joy it was to have an 
additional service to worship the Lord together 
and have teaching from the book of Jude. 

We are evaluating all aspects of these services 
and appreciate the feedback we received.  We 
anticipate starting weekly Saturday Night 
Services on January 17.  They will begin at 6pm. 

It was great to see the vast majority of Bethany 
people who attended Saturday night services in 
November, worship with us again on Sunday, continue their involvement in Adult Bible Communities and in their 
various serving roles, as well as having their Children attend Sunday School.  It was also exciting to see a good 
number of new people of all ages who, for whatever reason, decided that Saturday night service was going to be 
their first time to visit Bethany.   

Please pray for everyone involved as we try to think of how best to be creative in reaching people and making 
disciples as we focus on our mission to glorify God by proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord and preparing His people to 
worship Him forever. 



INDIA:  June 18 – July 2 
Leaders:  Jeff and Janet Leman 
Members of this team will care for the children of the 
SIM missionaries while they have their spiritual life 
conference. This team will provide childcare for 
infants, as well as an all-day VBS program for school-
age kids. Team members need to be in fairly good 
health as accommodations will be basic and travel 
challenging.  
 

UGANDA:  August 1 – 15; Leader: TBD 
A team will be going to Gulu, Uganda to partner with 
our missionary Catharine Coon to minister to the 
HopeAlive! children and mentors in various ways:  
VBS, sports camps, tutoring students getting ready for 
exams, as well as fence construction around land for a 
future HopeAlive! school.  
 

CZECH REPUBLIC:  First part of August 
Leader: Pastor Fred Laugherty 
This team will come alongside an international church 
in Prague to facilitate a camp for missionary kids.  
Music, skits, Bible lessons, games and other activities 
performed by this team will bless the missionary 
families who send their children to this camp.   
 

ECUADOR: Summer; Dates & Leader: TBD 
A water project in the Andes Mountains will be hosted 
by GO-Partners Cesar and Nancy Cortez. Project work 
will include digging ditches alongside Quichua Indians 
as well as holding VBS for their children in the 
afternoons. Accommodations will be of a camping 
nature. Spanish is helpful but not required. 
 

GUATEMALA:  Summer; Dates & Leader TBD 
Participants of this trip will visit and serve the 
orphanage of Hogar de Vida. Spanish is helpful but not 
required. 

 
For more details contact steve@bethanycentral.org.  
Watch for updates in your worship folder and future 

issues of The Broadcaster. 

2015 Short Term Trips Global Outreach Advance Fund 
Advancing Kingdom Work 

Around the World 

The GO-advance fund is money set aside each year 
in the GO-budget to send out new GO-Partners 
from any of our Bethany Fellowship of Churches 
congregations without making difficult budget 
changes. When this money is not used for new 
sent partners in a given year it is used to fund 
special projects proposed by our GO-Partners.  
 
This year we were able to fund Scripture booklet 
printing in languages spoken in Senegal, Gambia, 
Guinea, Guinea-Bissau, Mali and Mauritania. This 
project was proposed by Guy and Laura McIntire 
who work under Wycliffe Bible Translators in the 
country of Senegal, West Africa. Having God’s 
Word in their own language will strengthen and 
encourage Christians that use them and non-
Christians (Muslims) will gain a better 
understanding of the Gospel as it is presented to 
them in their own language. God gave us the 
privilege of funding the entire project at a cost of 
$2,500!  
 
Brad and Ruth are new partners with us in a 
country that we don’t normally name in print. We 
also intentionally leave off their last name to 
protect their ministry. They are raising $500,000 
this year to construct a main lodge for their 
retreat center. The new lodge will function as a 
large group cafeteria/restaurant and a conference 
center for group meetings. In 2013 the retreat 
center served almost 1000 global outreach 
workers coming for rest and biblical counseling to 
help them cope with the constant pressure from 
working in an adverse environment. We were 
blessed to be able to contribute a little over 
$38,000 toward this project.  
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FREE tickets are required for each performance and are available at the Welcome 
Center Sunday mornings, the church office (692-1755), or online.  

 
A Community Christmas will also be held:  

Friday, December 12 at 7pm at Five Points in Washington 
Sunday, December 14 at 6pm at Living Hope Community Church in Bartonville 

 
For more information visit www.ACommunityChristmas.com 

A Community Christmas 2014 
Invite your friends and family! 

 

Saturday, December 13 
Bethany Baptist Church 

2:00pm and 6:00pm 


