
God’s Wonderful Book 
I am thankful to have grown up in a 
home where God’s Word was 
much more than a sacred relic to 
be revered.  The Bible was our 
lifeline to God.  From the time I 
was a small lad, my parents opened 
God’s Word to us so that we could 
hear what God Himself would say 
to us as a family.  The Bible was not 
a cold textbook to be analyzed, but 
a means by which we could listen 
to God warmly teach us about 
Himself, about His plan, and about 
life itself.  I fondly remember 
seeing my dad sitting in his chair 
with an open Bible quietly reading 
to nourish his own soul.  I learned 
from his example that the Bible 
was not just a Book for little boys, 
but was a Book for grown men too.  
I learned that this Book was not a 
nice addition to the rest of life, but 
was central to everything in life.   

Nothing is more vital to the joy of 
our souls than for us to value the 
Bible so supremely that we would 
listen to God and learn from God 
through it every day. 

I love the metaphors God uses to 
describe the value of His word to 
us.  Let us consider seven of these 
descriptions:  

1. The Bible is like bread.  Jesus 
quotes Moses in Matthew 4:4, 
“But he answered, ‘It is written, 
“Man shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that 
comes from the mouth of 
God.”’” The Bible is like bread in 
that it nourishes and 
strengthens our soul.  Our lives 
are far more than flesh and 
blood.  As much as we need 
food to sustain our physical 
bodies, we need God’s Word to 
feed our soul even more.  How 
long can a man live without 
eating food?   

2. The Bible is like a lamp. 
Psalm 119:105  “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.”  The world in which 
we live is full of spiritual 
darkness.  This darkness blinds 
us to God and to the path that 
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leads us to life and hope.  The Bible is like a lamp in that it cuts through spiritual darkness and guides us so 
that we do not fall and hurt ourselves.  The Bible reveals to us God and God’s will so that we would not be 
deceived by the dark deceptions of the evil one.  The Bible helps us to find our way to the destination that we 
long to experience.  Without the Bible we will lose our way in this life.  How long can a man survive walking in 
a dark wilderness without a light?   

3.  The Bible is like seed.   Jesus told a parable about a sower in Luke 8 in which He said the seed is the Word of 
God.  The Bible is like seed in that it possesses power to give life.  Peter teaches us that we “have been born 
again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God” (1 Peter 1:23).   
The only way a person can have the life of God in their soul is for the seed of God’s Word to be planted, to 
take root, and to grow there.  Jesus warns us that this seed faces certain hindrances that keep it from bearing 
fruit in a life.  Satan may snatch it from us.  Superficiality may burn it.  Greed and sinful pleasures may choke 
it.  But the seed of God’s Word possesses power to give life to all who receive it with a humble heart. How can 
a farmer be fruitful if he never plants seed? 

Nothing is more vital to the joy of our souls 

than for us to value the Bible so supremely 

that we would listen to God and learn from 

God through it every day. 

4. The Bible is like a sword.  Paul urges us, “and take . . . the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 
God” (Ephesians 6:17).  The Bible is like a sword in that it is our weapon to battle against Satan’s 
discouragements, temptations and attacks.  Without our sword, we will be defeated by Satan’s assaults and 
temptations.  This weapon is divinely powerful and enables us to take every thought captive to the obedience 
of Christ.  Jesus used this sword in the wilderness to hold off Satan from defeating Him through temptation.  If 
Jesus needed a sword to help Him battle Satan, certainly we need this sword even more!  How long can a 
soldier keep his life on the battlefield without his weapon?   

5. The Bible is like a hammer.  Jeremiah 23:29 “Is not my word like fire, declares the LORD, and like a hammer 
that breaks the rock in pieces?”  Our hearts by nature are stone hard to God and to His truth.  The Bible acts 
like a hammer in being used by the Spirit to break our proud hearts to pieces.  Without this hammer, our 
hearts would remain self-willed and self-righteous. Without this hammer, we would never be convicted of our 
need for God or of the seriousness of our own sin. How can a hard stone be broken without a hammer?   
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Calendar Highlights—February 2015 
 

February 1 Worship Services, 8:15 & 11:00am  
 ABCs/Sunday School, 9:45am  

February 4 Family Meal, 5:00pm 
 Awana, Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 First Prayer, 6:30pm 

February 7 Men’s No Regrets Conference, 8:30am
 Saturday Night Service, 6:00pm 

February 8 Worship Services, 8:15 & 11:00am  
 ABCs/Sunday School, 9:45am  

February 9 PrimeTime, 11:00am 

February 11 Family Meal, 5:00pm 
 Awana, Youth Group, 6:15pm 

February 12  Abby Pfeiffer Baby Shower, 7:00pm  

February 13  Valentine’s Dinner, 6:15pm 

February 14 Saturday Night Service, 6:00pm 

February 15 Worship Services, 8:15 & 11:00am  
 ABCs/Sunday School, 9:45am  

February 18 Family Meal, 5:00pm 
 Awana, Youth Group, 6:15pm 

February 21 Saturday Night Service, 6:00pm 

February 22 Worship Services, 8:15 & 11:00am  
 ABCs/Sunday School, 9:45am  

February 25 Family Meal, 5:00pm 
 Awana, Youth Group, 6:15pm 

February 28 Saturday Night Service, 6:00pm 
  

View the full calendar at bethanycentral.org! 
Hover over the “Connect” tab.  Then click the “View 
Calendar” button.  Use the pull-down menu to select 

the view of your choice (day, month, week, etc.). 

6. The Bible is like a mirror.  James teaches 
us that we need to be doers of the Word 
and not hearers only.  “For if anyone is a 
hearer of the word and not a doer, he is 
like a man who looks intently at his natural 
face in a mirror.  For he looks at himself 
and goes away and at once forgets what 
he was like.  But the one who looks into 
the perfect law, the law of liberty, and 
perseveres, being no hearer who forgets 
but a doer who acts, he will be blessed in 
his doing” (James 1:23-25).  A mirror helps 
us to see our true condition.  Without a 
mirror, we may have all manner of smears, 
marks, wounds and blotches on our face 
and not be aware of them.  A mirror helps 
us to see ourselves as we really are, not as 
we think we are.  The mirror of the Word 
gives us a clear picture of our soul so that 
we can understand what is wrong with our 
soul and so that we can seek God’s grace 
to sanctify us. How can a bride ready 
herself for her wedding day if she has no 
mirror? 

7. The Bible is like water.  Paul exhorts 
husbands, “Husbands, love your wives, as 
Christ loved the church and gave himself 
up for her, that he might sanctify her, 
having cleansed her by the washing of 
water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, 
without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, 
that she might be holy and without 
blemish” (Ephesians 5:25-27).  The Bible 
spiritually washes us so that we can live 
clean and beautiful before the Lord!  How 
can a person become clean after a dirty, 
sweaty day if they have no water? 

God gives all these images to us so that we 
would value His Word above any other earthly 
thing!  God uses these images to help us see 
that our very life depends upon His Book.   
May God motivate us out of joy to invest 
ourselves each day in listening to God speak 
and work in our lives by His Spirit and through 
His glorious Book!   

 

Have you ever gone to a 
car dealer for a 30,000–mile 
maintenance check? 

We want to offer the same type of service for 
something far more important than your car—your 
marriage!  We would encourage everyone to 
consider participating in a Marriage Maintenance 
Checkup, especially those couples who will 
celebrate their first anniversary in 2015 or those 
who will celebrate an anniversary that is a multiple 
of five (fifth, tenth, fifteenth, etc.). 

In February, we will be offering 35-minute 
appointments with one of our pastors. Plan now to 
set aside time during the week of February 23-26 to 
invest in your marriage!  Watch the weekly worship 
folder for details or contact Melody at 692-1755 or 
melody@bethanycentral.org. 

Marriage Maintenance 

Checkups 
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Work 
Nights 

Women Helping Women  
Monday, February 16 at 7pm 
Women Helping Women serves those 
experiencing miscarriage, still birth, 
early infant death, and infertility. On 
work nights we prepare products and 
kits for keepsake boxes that will help 
parents through the difficulty of losing 
a child. Sewing skills are not required.  
Contact Nicole Pepper at 683-1181.  

Hats of Hope  
Tuesday, February 17 at 6pm  
The work nights are an opportunity to come and 
meet some cancer survivors, use your gifts and 
talents in sewing and knitting, or simply to cut fabric 
and make fabric flowers for hats for cancer patients. 
Yarn and materials are supplied for you if you desire 
to make hats at home.  Contact:  Holly Miller at 
648-1693 or hlm112770@aol.com. 

 Men’s Event 

Open Hearts Open Homes (OHOH) 
Orphan Ministry 
 

Focused Fellowship 
Monday, February 16 at 7pm 
Foster and adoptive moms, as this new year gets into 
gear consider joining a group of ladies for an evening 
of fellowship and encouragement.  Focused 
Fellowship meets the third Monday of each month at 
the home of Monica Lonergan (1111 W. Burnside, 
Peoria) for a time of devotion, prayer for our families, 
and networking. The group changes frequently and 
there are often newcomers.  This night of fellowship 
has also become an outreach for moms outside of 
our church family so please feel free to invite 
another mom to join you. If you have questions, 
contact Amy at 251-7250 or Monica at 303-7965. 

OHOH Informational Meeting 
Sunday, March 8 at 12:30pm, BBC Sr. High Room    
Anyone interested in knowing more about the 
ministry of Open Hearts Open Homes and fostering/
adoption is invited to attend.  Lunch will be served. 
 

openheartsopenhomesministry.blogspot.com 

February is a great time to join a small group!! 

If you haven’t yet experienced the joy of Bethany’s 
small group ministry for yourself, now is a great time 
to connect!  Simply use our online small group locator 
tool at http://bethanycentral.org/connect/adults/
small-groups/ to search for the group that meets at 
the place and time of your choice, and sign-up 
online!  Great joy awaits you in the fellowship of 
God’s family!! 

Baby Shower for 
Abby Pfeiffer 
Thursday, February 12 at 7pm 

Dan and Abby are expecting a 
baby boy in March.  They are 
registered at Babies R Us and 
Amazon.com. 
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Youth Events In February 
 

February 4 Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 

February 11  Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
  Volunteer Student Leader Mtg., 8pm 

February 18 Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 

February 22 Sr. High Pizza with the Pastors, 6pm 

February 25 Jr./Sr. High Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 

For details, about these events, contact Josh 
Beakley (josh@bethanycentral.org) or Aaron 
Boerckel (aaron@bethanycentral.org). 

Discovering Church Membership 

Sundays at 9:45am 
February 15, February 22, March 1 

 

If you are interested in joining 
the church or just learning more 
about Bethany, plan to attend. 
Please RSVP to Melody in the church 
office (melody@bethanycentral.org). 

Now is a great time to join the choir! 

Choir rehearsal is on Wednesday 
from 7:45-9:15pm. The choir sings 
2-3 times each month on Sunday 
mornings.  Choir members are 
encouraged to sing for the service 
they attend, or both services.  There 
are no tryouts or prerequisites and 
individuals are welcome to join the 
choir at any time during the year. 

 

Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into his 
presence with singing! Psalm 100:2  

 

Parent/Child Dedication 
Sunday, February 1 at 9:45am 
 

Parents wishing to have a child 
dedicated should plan to attend 
“Child Dedication 101.”  This class 
covers what child dedication is, basic 
parenting principles, and an 
overview of resources Bethany offers.   The next 
dedication will be held on Sunday, February 8.   
Sign up by calling the church office at 692-1755. For 
more information, contact Jerry Sanderson 
(jerry@bethanycentral.org). 

 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, February 9 at 11:00am 

All those age 50 and up are invited to join us! 
Pastor Ritch and Kimberly will be sharing about their 

trip to Israel. Lunch will be provided. 
To sign up, call the church office at 692-1755. 

Selah in Concert 
Friday, March 6 at 7pm 
at Bethany Baptist  
 

WBNH Radio presents Selah in concert.  Tickets are 
available in the church office.  Ticket cost:  $15 

COCUSA Chili Supper 
Sunday, March 1 at 4:00pm 

Camp of Champions USA is a 
Christian summer daycamp with 
several locations throughout central Illinois, 
including here at Bethany Baptist Church. Come 
enjoy a great meal of chili and pie and hear how 
God is working at COCUSA and how you can support 
its ministry to bring the life-changing message of 
Jesus Christ to local children and their families. RSVP 
to Josh Elliot at josh@cocusa.org or 309-688-1816. 

The Birthday & Anniversary 

list is now available at the 

Welcome Center.   

 

                                                      Bible Study 
 

Thursdays at 6:30pm  
 

Singles, you are invited to join us for weekly Bible 
Study.  We began a new study of I Peter in January, 
so now is a great time to join! Dinner is at 6:30pm 
and our study begins  at 7:30pm. We meet at the 
home of Rodney & Katie Harms (3318 S. Hilton Ln. 
Bartonville).  For information, contact Rodney at 
rdharms@gmail.com. 
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Ginny Smith, ginny@bethanycentral.org 

  Sunday School Children’s Church 

2-1 God Delivers Joseph 
Genesis 39-50  

Parable of the Vineyard Workers 
Matthew 20:1-16  

2-8 God Prepares Israel for 
Deliverance, Ex. 1-2  

Parable of the Wedding Feast 
Matthew 22: 1-14 

2-15 God Raises Moses to 
Lead Israel, Exodus 3  

Parable of the Faithful Servant 
Matthew 24:45-51, Luke 12:42-48 

2-22 God Sends Plagues on 
Egypt, Exodus 7-10  

Parable of the Rich Man 
and Lazarus, Luke 16:19-31  

VBS Theme: 
Get ready for a “Journey Off the Map!”  Be sure to reserve 
July 13-17 for VBS, when we will learn how to fix our eyes 
on Our Guide for the adventure of life. You won’t want to 
miss one day!    
 
Awana Special Dates: 
February 18 Beach Party Night 
March 18  Crazy Socks Night 
April 1  No Awana, Spring Break 
April 29  Celebration 
May 6   Awards Night 
 
This month’s Bible lessons: 

Join us for a romantic 
evening!  Enjoy a delicious 

dinner, live music, and 
conversation with your loved 

one.  Reservations are required 
and space is limited.  Enjoy a 

quiet dinner at a table for two, 
invite friends to join you, or 

choose to be seated with 
others. This year reservations 
can be made for 2, 4, 6, or 8 

people per table.  

 

Dinner will include:  Appetizer, 
Soup, Salad, Choice of Entrée 

(Prime Rib, Pecan Chicken, 
Pasta Chicken Alfredo, Pasta 
Primavera, Glazed Salmon, 
Vegetarian) and Dessert. 

 

RSVP by February 8:  
www.bethanycentral.org 
kari@bethanycentral.org 

692-1755 

 

Friday, February 13, 2015 
6:15pm at Bethany Baptist 

Cost:  $30 per couple 

 
Children’s Ministry 

Certain months bring specific themes to mind—February makes 
me think of Valentine’s Day, which makes me think of LOVE.  

I am convicted whenever I think of living a life of LOVE. For 
those who claim Christ as Savior and Lord, love is to be the 
guide for living their lives—and I fall so short. Like Christ, we 
are to be people with nail-pierced hands—people who die to 
themselves and love others. Wow! That’s not only hard; it is 
impossible apart from the supernatural work of God’s Spirit in 
our lives! 

How can you love your family members better this month? 
How can you love your neighbors and co-workers better? How 
can you love those in your church family better during 
February? Pray that God would help you grow in loving others, 
and then consider how you can serve someone else better 
during this month that reminds us particularly about LOVE. 

Please contact ginny@bethanycentral.org to learn about ways 
that you can serve in Awana, nursery, and children’s church. 
We would love to help you love others this way! 
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20/20 Singles—ROOM 812 Gary Bryant 
Current Study:  Seven Words to Change Your Family 
This class seeks to encourage young career-aged single adults 
in their 20s and 30s to study God’s Word, to pray for one 
another, to have Christ-centered fellowship, and to challenge 
each other to reach out to their peers with the Gospel.  
 

Bereans—ROOM 811 Paul Slopak 
Current Study:  Gospel of Mark 
The Bereans class is a fellowship of senior adults. This class is 
pursuing an eight-year walk through the Bible. 
 

College—ROOM 807  Aaron Boerckel 
Current Study:  Faith 
The college class equips college students up to age 25 for 
everyday life on campus through the power of God’s Word 
and the encouragement of fellowshipping with believers.  
 

Crossroads—ROOM 808 Dave Schellenberg, Rod Abel 
Current Study:  Deuteronomy 
Crossroads is a team-taught adult class for all ages. They seek 
to grow in the likeness of Christ. 
 

Dust to Glory—GYM  Chris Larson 
Current Study:  2 Corinthians 
The Dust to Glory class is a vibrant fellowship of believers of all 
ages who gather for prayer, Bible study, outreach, 
encouragement and spiritual growth in our Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ.  

Joint Heirs—ROOM 815  Tom Schlich 
Current Study:  Worldviews—The Truth Project Videos 
The Joint Heirs class is made up of various age groups. Past 
studies include Christian Ethics, Principles of a Christian 
Family, the Role of Law in the Christian Life, and Colossians.  
 

Living Stones—ROOM 809 Greg Joyce, Mark Yonke 
Current Study:  Introduction to Soul Care 
The Living Stones class is a community of adult believers, 
singles and couples, who come together seeking God’s 
guidance in their daily lives through the study and application 
of the Word of God. The current series is taught by Pastor Joel. 
 

New Marrieds & Engaged—ROOM 806 Sauder, Castle 
Current Study:  Love and Respect  Fuelberth, Zimmerman 
This class is designed for newly married couples (married ~5 
years or less) and seeks to “allow Christ to be formed in us as 
we develop deeper intimacy in our relationship with Him, our 
spouse, and others.” The class features a two-year revolving 
teaching curriculum and consists of biblical instruction, videos 
and mentoring. 
 

Temple Builders—ROOM 816 Mark Schellenberg 
Current Study:  Ezra 
The Temple Builders class is made up of a cross-section of 
adults studying the Bible verse-by-verse. They have active 
class participation with lively discussions.  

Adult Bible Communities 
Bethany Adult Bible Communities (ABC’s) exist to excite a growing passion for the glory of God in His people through 
regular gatherings.  These gatherings focus on prayer, proclamation of God’s Word, personal discipleship, purposeful 
service in the church, and planting new communities.  Our adult Sunday school ministry aims to apply God’s word to life’s 
circumstances in a cross-generational, discipleship-focused environment (Hebrews 10:24-25). 

The following classes meet at Bethany on Sunday mornings at 9:45 am.  Join an ABC this Sunday and gain a growing 
passion for the glory of God! 

Pastor Kevin Sauder 
 kevin@bethanycentral.org 

Foundations—ROOM 813 Trent Gerig 
Current Study:  The Art of Marriage 
This class is dedicated to exploring the glory of 
God through the lens of Scripture and applying 
truth in everyday life.  They are committed to 
fellowship and encouragement of one another, 
reaching out to the community, and the study 
of the foundational truths of God’s Word.  

The Master’s Touch—ROOM 401    Brad Dunham 
Current Study:  Angels 
This class seeks to understand the marvelous 
mystery of God’s intervention in their lives 
primarily through the verse-by-verse study of 
books of the Bible. It is open to all ages, 
singles and couples. 

City on a Hill—RM 805  Justin McMenamy, Andy Hoffmann 
Current Study:  Judges 
Participants of City on a Hill seek to glorify 
God in their everyday lives.  This class 
focuses on evangelism, discipleship, 
church history, missionary biographies, 
and personal testimonies of God’s ongoing 
work in their lives. This class is for all ages, 
singles and couples.   

Salt n Light—ROOM 814  Danny Schell, Jon Baumann 
Current Study:  Galatians 
The Salt and Light class is a community of 
young couples that pray for and serve one 
another and others, ministering locally and 
abroad, fellowshipping together and 
relying on one another.  

CrossPoint—ROOM 817  Brian Phillips, Tom Nofsinger 
Current Study:  Worldviews and  
Christian Ethics 
“What does the Bible say? What impact 
does that have on me?” In CrossPoint, 
adults of all ages discover answers to 
these questions in a fun and engaging 
environment. Jerry Sanderson is teaching the current series. 

ABC Classes with New Series 
You are welcome to join any ABC class at anytime. However 
these classes have recently kicked off new studies and now 
would be an excellent time to join! 
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Wednesday, February 4 at 6:30pm 

Join us for special time of prayer. 

First Prayer 
 Saturdays at 6:00pm 

Childcare provided for age three and under. 
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