
Each candidate  shared their response to the following: 

1. Please share your testimony of your faith in Jesus Christ.  

(Please share why you are excited to be a follower of Jesus in 

your testimony!) 

2. Please share why you are excited to continue in the work of 

an elder/spiritual shepherd (or deacon) at Bethany. 
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 Heart Qualities Essential for the Elder & Deacon 

Biblical Qualifications for an Elder: 
 
  1.   Irreproachable character; unquestionable integrity, impeccable  

           in reputation. 

  2.   Faithful to his own wife; a one-woman man. 

  3.   Leading his own family well, having children who believe, who  

        are under control and who respect him. 

  4.   Not likely to be accused of reckless living or of lawbreaking. 

  5.   Not self-willed, overbearing, or stubborn. 

  6.   Not quick-tempered or quarrelsome. 

  7.   Not given to wine. 

   8.   Gentle, not a physically violent man. 

  9.   Not a lover of money; not fond of dishonest gain. 

 10.  Hospitable; opening his house freely to guests. 

 11.  A lover of goodness. 

 12.  Sensible; using good judgment. 

 13.  Just and holy. 

 14.  Self-controlled, temperate. 

 15.  Able to encourage and exhort with sound doctrine. 

 16.  Able to refute error in doctrine. 

 17.  Disciplined in life. 

 18.  Not a recent convert. 

 19.  Good reputation among unbelievers 

 
Biblical Qualifications for a Deacon: 
 
  1.  Worthy of respect. 

   2.  Trustworthy in word; sincere in their speech. 

   3.  Not given to excessive drinking. 

  4.  Not greedy; not fond of dishonest gain. 

  5.  Clear conscience and tight grip on the truths of the faith. 

  6.  Tested and approved. 

  7.  Faithful to his own wife; a one-woman man. 

  8.  Leading their children and family well. 

 
 

"I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and  
of His  chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit 

of partiality.  Do not lay hands upon any one too hastily and thus share responsibility 
for the sins of others; keep yourself free from sin.”     

 I Timothy 5:21, 22 



Jon Baumann—Elder 
 
1.  Even though I grew up in a church that 

preached God’s Word, I did not surrender 
my will to Jesus until roughly nine years ago 
(2004).  I read my Bible all through high 
school and college but my heart was hard to 
its saving work and transforming 
power.  My regular Bible reading was an 
attempt to earn merit from God in light of 
my rebelling against Him.  I was living for 
myself, I was looking for fulfillment from the 
world and believed happiness was found anywhere but in what the 
Lord had to offer.  In my mind, I reasoned that the way to be happy 
was to escape into various means of sin and give myself over to the 
lusts of my heart.    
 
I had grown exceedingly lonely and more and more depressed which 
pushed me harder in the giving of myself over to those things that 
were leaving me so empty.  I had believed the lie that a life apart from 
God and in the debauchery of the world would ultimately fulfill me.  All 
the while, on the outside I displayed myself as having it together and 
pleased with my life.  I was living a vicious cycle of seeking approval of 
others and finding ways to cope with the pain of being alone.    
 
Through my rebelliousness, the Lord protected me and provided men 
who pursued me for the sake of Christ.  I thank the Lord for these men 
who instilled into me the life-changing power of Scripture and the 
lasting joy of a real relationship with Christ Jesus.  There came a point 
where the Lord changed me and gave me new purpose; from seeking 
what the world had to offer to serving Him alone.  I surrendered my 
heart and life completely to the Lord and experienced the guilt and 
shame of my sin being completely covered by the shed blood of Jesus 
Christ.  The Lord has done a miracle in my life; He made my cold, 
rebellious heart alive and has caused me to know a contentedness and 
joy that I never knew before.     

 
2.    I desire to pursue being an elder in the Lord's church here at Bethany 

because I want to be faithful to the call of spiritual shepherd that He 



has placed on my heart.  I have been blessed to be a part of many 
wonderful ministries and I have discovered that the ministry of 
shepherding and caring for others is the one I am most passionate 
about.  I find the more I am surrounded by other men who share this 
desire to lead others to Christ and help others grow deeper in Christ, 
the better husband and father, the better employee, and the better 
servant to the Lord I become.  Experiencing the joy of being used by 
the Father to accomplish His purposes is one of the greatest gifts 
that He has given to me.  I desire to be an elder to advance further 
in worship, grow more in awe, and deepen my love of God.  I want 
to be a part of a team who has the priority of sharing love from God, 
the type of love that is overflowing and exceedingly abundant, with 
all those that the Lord would have us to shepherd. 

 
The saying is trustworthy: If anyone aspires to the 

office of overseer, he desires a noble 

task. Therefore an overseer must be above 

reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-

controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, not 

a drunkard, not violent but gentle, not 

quarrelsome, not a lover of money. He must manage 

his own household well, with all dignity keeping his 

children submissive, for if someone does not know 

how to manage his own household, how will he care 

for God's church? He must not be a recent convert, or 

he may become puffed up with conceit and fall into 

the condemnation of the devil. Moreover, he must be 

well thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall 

into disgrace, into a snare of the devil.  

1 Timothy 3:1-7 (ESV) 



Ritch Boerckel—Elder 
 
1. I am thankful to have been born and raised 

into a home in which Jesus is Lord.  From 
infancy, my parents taught me the Gospel 
both through their words and their 
example.  At a very young age, I learned 
that I had sinned against a holy God and 
that I was subject to His righteous 
judgment.  I also learned that God the 
Father sent His Son into this world to die as 
an atoning sacrifice for my sins and to rise 
from the dead in victory.  When I was very young, I repented of my 
sins and trusted in Jesus as my Savior and Lord.  By God’s all-
sufficient grace, God imparted His life to me.  How wonderful to 
know God, to enjoy God, and to serve God with my life!  

 
2. When I was a junior in high school, some of my friends committed 

their lives to Jesus.  They came to me saying, “Ritch, you are the only 
person we know who knows the Bible.  Will you teach us?”  Despite 
being shy and stammering, God confirmed to my soul that He was 
directing me to teach the Bible to my friends.  God gave much 
spiritual fruit and life transformation to my peers through His Word 
and by His Spirit.  By the end of high school, God communicated a 
call to elder/pastoral ministry in the local church as I rejoiced to see 
many of my friends encouraged by the teaching of His Word.  Today, 
I am as excited about the local church ministry of shepherding as I 
was when I first began to prepare for it back in 1982.  My joy in this 
ministry is driven by my love to see others experience God’s 
transforming grace for themselves.  Nothing in the world is more 
thrilling than to see God use His Word to bring new life to people 
and to help them grow in joyful worship to Him.  To God alone 
belongs the glory!  

 “Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they are keeping watch 

over your souls, as those who will have to give an account.  Let them 

do this with joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no 

advantage to you.”                                      Hebrews 13:17 (ESV) 



Bob Castle—Elder 
 
1. As a child, I occasionally attended church with 

friends, but do not ever recall my parents being 
with me.  When I reached my teens, our family 
began to attend church regularly, and this is when 
I first began to grasp the teachings of Christ.  I was 
somewhat lost as a teen, with no direction and 
little joy in my life.  I would describe myself as a 
nice kid, but very apathetic and without much 
hope.  I tended to be a loner. 

 

During this time, one of my high school teachers 
approached me and began to pull me into various school related activities.  As 
I spent more time with this teacher and his family, I noticed how he was 
always joyful and happy - there was something very different about him. This 
teacher began to share the story of how Christ came down from heaven, was 
tempted and suffered.  How Christ died for my sins so that I could be forgiven 
and share in an eternal life with Him. 
 

I came to understand that I deserved eternal death and suffering because of 
my sin, but my Creator sent His son to die for me on a cross (Romans 
5:8).  This was a free gift that He offered to me in grace.  There was nothing 
that I could do, nor can anyone do, to deserve it—all I needed to do was 
believe and repent (Eph2:1-9).  How could this be possible?  It is only possible 
through Christ!  
 

As my understanding of my own sin and the amazing gift that God offered to 
me grew, I gave my life fully into His hands (where it always had been) and 
placed my full trust and faith in my Lord.  
 

Life changed on that very day. I discovered the joy of walking with my loving 
Father and I have been on a wonderful journey ever since—blessed to share 
each moment with my Lord and God.  The journey has not always been easy, 
but the Lord is always faithful.  The Lord brought Markie into my life over 30 
years ago, and gave me a wonderful partner and godly woman.  Each day is 
sweeter as we walk together towards Christ. 

 

2. When I first became an elder at Bethany, I felt that the Lord was opening a 
door and asking me to serve.  He had cleared my calendar and placed a 
challenge on my heart to become more involved with the church in my daily 
walk.  Since that time, I have come to better understand the joys and sorrows 
that abound within our church family.  It has been often challenging, but 
always a blessing to be a part of the lives of those members that the Lord 
brings directly into our lives.   I look forward, with joy, to the opportunity to 
continue in serving the Lord and our church family for as long as He wills. 



Don Haupt—Elder 
 
1.    I was born in Peoria and grew up in a typical 

family … my parents, two sisters and a dog. 
We attended church every Sunday, and I 
learned the typical Bible stories about 
Noah, David (and Goliath), and Jesus in 
Sunday School classes.  Throughout high 
school, I was active in the youth group, and 
other than the typical teenager mischief, I 
stayed out of trouble.  I had some “head knowledge” about 
Christianity and who Jesus was, but my faith was really in being a 
“good person.”  

 
My college years were just as typical, and while I did not focus on my 
studies as much as I should have, I avoided major issues and even 
managed to graduate with a degree in Mechanical Engineering from 
the University of Illinois.  I also began to realize that there was 
something missing in my life.   
 
By God’s grace, He brought a beautiful Christian girl into my life.  We 
started dating, and she even got me to go to church with her, which 
was quite the sacrifice for a college senior.  Through her influence 
(and the prayers of her parents, I’m sure), and hearing the truth 
preached in a way I had not heard before, I realized that what was 
missing in my life was Jesus, and that my faith needed to be rooted 
in Him and not my own “goodness.”   Similar to the Laodicean 
church in Revelation chapter 3, Jesus was knocking on the door of 
my heart.  The summer after graduation, I opened the door, gave my 
life to Him, and I’ve not looked back since.   
 
That beautiful girl has been my wife for 33 plus wonderful years, and 
we have endeavored to follow Jesus wherever He has led us.  We 
have been blessed with four children, and two grandchildren (to 
date), and have had the opportunity to be a part of God’s church 
and work in several locations. We are excited to see where God will 
lead us next!  
 

 



2.  While this may seem like an “easy” question, it is not for me.  Not 
because I don’t know how to answer, rather it is the word “excited” 
that gives me a little pause.   

 
Serving as an elder is a daunting role. Elders are under-shepherds to 
Jesus Himself, and it is their responsibility to shepherd the local flock 
well according to the doctrines and principles that are taught in the 
Scriptures.  Hebrews 13:17 suggests that elders will be held 
accountable for the job they do, which is why I approach the 
position with a great deal of respect, and why it is difficult for me to 
say that I am “excited” about it.  While I may meet the list of 
qualifications, I do not consider myself worthy of the position except 
for the grace and strength of Jesus.  I am very humbled and honored 
that Bethany Baptist Church considers me qualified.   
 
I am excited to be a part of the work of God’s church at Bethany.  
Whatever the role God has for me to play, I am eager to fill it to the 
best of my ability.  He has given me this opportunity at this time, and 
I am happy to do it for as long as He would have me in it.  

 

Do not neglect the gift you have, which was 

given you by prophecy when the council of 

elders laid their hands on you. Practice these 

things, immerse yourself in them, so that all 

may see your progress. Keep a close watch on 

yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, 

for by so doing you will save both yourself 

and your hearers. 

1 Timothy 4:14-16 (ESV) 



Chris Larson—Elder 
 
1. My testimony in Christ is reflected in the 

“life verse” I chose many years ago – 
Galatians 2:20:   “I have been crucified with 
Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ 
who lives in me. And the life I now live in the 
flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave himself for me.” 

 
I cannot recall a point in time when I did 
not know about Jesus Christ as my Savior.  
Raised in a Christian home, the son of a Lutheran pastor, my first 
song was “Jesus Loves Me” and my life has always been built on the 
Gospel which I believed at a young age.  During my grade school 
years, I recognized my sinful ways and understood that God has no 
place for sin in heaven.  Only through Christ’s death on the cross 
could an adequate penalty be paid for my sin, and only through His 
righteousness could I hope to be cleansed of my sin and given the 
promise of eternal life in heaven.  I asked Jesus into my heart and 
knew I was received into His family forever.  Since those early years, 
my church family has always been an extension of my own family.  
God’s love for me, and mine for Him, have been the mainstay of my 
life. 
 
My testimony also includes a significant time in 1997 when  I 
participated in an affirmation of faith at a PromiseKeepers event in 
St. Louis.  God had been actively revealing sin in my life that I had 
been trying to ignore.  It was during that time I realized that while 
my belief in Christ as my Savior was unwavering, I was failing to 
demonstrate a submissive, humble desire to respect his Lordship 
over my life as well.   I realized that God’s forgiveness of my sins 
should never cause me to be passive about sin.  Again, I confessed 
and repented of my failings in His sight, and my faith has been 
increased by God’s grace many times over.  My life in Him and for 
Him has been a joy-filled journey which He alone directs, for He 
alone is worthy. 

 
2.  The church is built upon the truth of the Gospel, and it is God’s 



chosen means to spread His message of salvation far and wide.  
Where else would I choose to serve?  What other organization is 
worthy of the complete commitment of my time, talents and 
treasures to use however I am able for its advancement?  My love 
for Christ’s Church runs deep, and my desire to serve Him through 
her is unquenchable.  My wife and I came to Bethany in the year 
2000 desiring that God would use us in any way He chose.  Since 
then it has been a joy to serve in men’s ministry, as a children’s 
Sunday School teacher, as a Bible study leader and small group 
leader, as an adult ABC teacher in Dust to Glory, as a choir member, 
as a discipler and counselor, as a mentor and brother, and as an 
elder of this God-honoring, Bible-believing  church.  I have also 
noticed an enormous increase in opportunities laid before me to 
witness to the lost.  It is a privilege to serve as an elder at Bethany 
Baptist Church, and I pray that God will continue to use me in any 
way He sees fit in the years ahead. 

 

So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow 

elder and a witness of the sufferings of 

Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory 

that is going to be revealed: shepherd the 

flock of God that is among you, exercising 

oversight, not under compulsion, but 

willingly, as God would have you; not for 

shameful gain, but eagerly; not domineering 

over those in your charge, but being examples 

to the flock. 

1 Peter 5:1-3 (ESV) 



Jack Mason—Elder 
 
1. Praise the Lord that He drew me to Himself 

and saved me when I was 20. Though I did 
not grow up going to church, the Lord 
brought His Gospel to me multiple times 
through spending summers on my uncle's 
farm, having a Christian roommate at 
Georgia Tech, and carpooling with Christian 
men when I started working for Caterpillar 
as a engineering co-op in Decatur.  
 
During the second coop assignment, a fellow worker cared enough 
to invite me to church and lunch with his family. For sure I could go 
to church to have a home cooked meal. The small Baptist church of 
100 preached the Word, and I heard that Jesus Christ died for my 
sins and was challenged where I would spend eternity. They had an 
altar call, but I wasn't about to go forward, even though the Holy 
Spirt was working in my life. I enjoyed the lunch with my co-worker 
and family. I noticed the joy that they had as a family and that was 
attractive. They asked me to go back to church with them that night. 
Twice in a day, what a holy roller. I went with them. I'm not sure 
what verses the pastor preached, but I knew I was a sinner and did 
not know where I would spend eternity. Though the Spirit was 
working, my hands clung to the pew during the altar call. Praise the 
Lord that my co-worker cared enough to ask if I'd like to talk to the 
pastor. The pastor showed me from Romans that I was sinner, and 
the wages of that was eternity separated from God; but God sent His 
Son Jesus to die on the cross to pay for my sins. If I would confess my 
sins and trust Christ in faith I would be saved and could know I had a 
home in heaven. I had nothing to loose and everything to gain, so I 
trusted Jesus as my Lord and Savior.  The pastor encouraged me to 
study God's Word, grow, and serve the Lord. I was baptized soon 
after and started teaching primary boys.  
 
After completing an engineering degree, and a year in Peoria in the 
technical training program, the Lord moved me back to Decatur. The 
Lord's plan unfolded as I met Diane, we were married, blessed with 
three children and served the Lord in the youth ministry. The Lord 



has blessed us through each of our moves with Caterpillar, having 
great churches in Decatur and Joliet. In our Joliet church, during a 
missions conference, they asked if we were willing to serve the Lord 
anywhere in the world. Both Diane and I responded. Little did we 
know that Caterpillar would be our sending agency and we would 
have the joy of living, working and ministering for our Lord in Kobe, 
Japan and later Qingdao, China. It is exciting to be best friends with 
pastors, elders & deacons serving the Lord all over the world. We 
praise the Lord for allowing us to serve Him, through youth work, 
teaching, serving and shepherding. We are not worthy, but glad the 
Lord can use us and look forward to the continued adventure. 

 
2. 1 Peter 5:2 says "shepherd the flock of God that is among you, 

exercising oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God 
would have you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly." It has been a 
tremendous blessing in serving the Lord as an elder at Bethany the 
past three years. The Lord has caused me to grow through His Word 
taught diligently by our faithful pastors, through witnessing the 
caring actions demonstrated by fellow elders, and through 
experiencing the joy of encouraging saints to live for the Lord. We 
have been blessed to see the elder ministry encompass both 
leadership of the church and an increased shepherding role.  I'm not 
worthy, or capable to serve the Lord, but through Christ's power, I 
eagerly desire to please Him in every way. 

 

Pr oclai
m -

Christ 

Prepari
ng 

People 



Brian Sage—Elder 
 

1.    I grew up in a nominal Christian home in Atlanta 
with two very loving parents and sporadically 
attended a large Southern Baptist church which 
focused on serving God through shame and 
guilt.  As a young teen I “walked the aisle” on 
the 25th verse of Just as I am and committed my 
life to Christ and was later baptized.  I was not 
urged by my parents to do this but felt what I 
will now call the early pangs of conviction of my 
own sin.  Little changed in my life; seeking to 
lead a more moral life that seemed right and 
aligned with the high expectations from not only my parents but my 
grandparents as well.  College life was a mix of worldliness with religion, 
seeking to make sense of the limited and incorrect theology I had received 
and the reality of life I found myself confronting on a regular basis.  

 
Immediately after college I married the most wonderful women in the world 
who seemed to share a similar experience with God growing up and so off 
we went to form a life together.   Stefanie and I settled back in Atlanta in a 
different Southern Baptist Church and were exposed to the Doctrines of 
Grace which God used to fully convict both of us of our sin.  God was truly 
calling me at that time and the fear of the changes required of a life in love 
with God was quickly replaced with the most satisfying joy of receiving the 
greatest gift ever offered.  
 
God used many leaders in that church to teach me Biblical and Systematic 
Theology and the more I learned the more I saw Christ as most satisfying. 
Through various service roles in the church as a deacon and teacher of 
middle school boys I was growing in Christ with increasing joy.  I also became 
more convicted about when I was actually saved and wondered if my 
original baptism was a true profession of faith in response to the 
regenerating work of the Holy Spirit or was it a public bath.  It was unclear to 
me exactly when God’s regenerating work had occurred but everything in 
me indicated it had happened more recently.  I only knew that it had 
occurred and that I had a growing hatred of my sin and stronger desire to 
know Christ more.  So in obedience to God’s command for public profession 
of faith after regeneration, I was baptized again to alleviate the doubt and 
foothold that Satan was using to have me question what God had done.   
 
Through several moves and different churches and the careful discipleship of 



men “of whom the world is not worthy” God has continued His sanctifying 
work revealing an ever-increasing gap between my life and what He would 
have me to be.  After many years of God’s sovereign hand at work in my 
life, He continues to teach me more and more about myself and my sin as 
He reveals more and more of Himself.  Throughout my life He is the most 
satisfying to my soul, and the only place to find true joy.  I am ever grateful 
for His merciful hand that works all things together for my good, even the 
frowning providences of life.  So many times I find myself sitting like Job 
with my hand over my mouth in absolute amazement of the God we serve 
and how great and wonderful He is.  We do truly serve a magnificent, 
sovereign, loving and merciful God.  

 
2. My desire to serve in any of the churches we have attended is out of love 

and obedience to Christ for His glory, the benefit of His bride, and hopefully 
for my joy as I learn more about Him.  Every act of service I have been 
asked to do, from ushering to teaching classes, serving as a deacon and 
then as an elder in my church in Michigan and Bethany, I have always felt 
inadequate to perform each and every step along the way.  Honestly, I find 
fear at the root of most of it with no biblical justification for any of the 
reasons. Each has been a step of faith for me never sure of where it would 
lead me but wanting to be obedient to what I felt God was preparing and 
leading me to do.  

 
God has blessed me with growing levels of responsibility and leadership in 
my career; being able to learn from godly men along the way.  I know a 
sovereign God does not leave anything to chance and have always felt that 
God was using business to teach me how to lead so I could do a better job 
of leading in whatever role He had for me in the church.  I find the biblical 
responsibility of leading to be quite sobering and do not enter into it with 
anything other than faith that God will use a very imperfect vessel for His 
glory.   
 
I am excited about the direction Bethany is heading with a discipleship 
model allowing men to grow spiritually into whatever form of leadership 
God has for them.  I see this model to be more consistent with Scripture 
and allowing God to work through many more men in shepherding and 
caring for the flock.  There are many hurting members and ministries that 
need leading and shepherding and I feel this will significantly expand the 
ministry of our church.  This current season of life has presented me with a 
considerable challenge; traveling almost every week and not being able to 
serve as much as I would like.  I am hopeful this is a short season and am 
excited to be used in any way God would have me to lead as we pursue this 
model.   



Kevin Sauder—Elder 
 
1. I grew up in a Christian family as the oldest 

of three brothers.  Even though I was 
socially respectable and normally well-
mannered, I was not a happy young man.  I 
was caught in a bitter, self-righteous hatred 
that left me feeling empty. Apart from 
God's work in me, I was completely lost in 
my sins.  On my thirteenth birthday, my 
parents gave me a new Student Bible. I 
started reading it every night and 
eventually started praying that God would help me to know what I 
must do to get free from the growing burden of my sin and guilt.  By 
God’s grace I was brought to the foot of Jesus’ cross in February 1992, 
humbly confessing my sins and embracing His saving grace.  God gave 
me new life in Christ, and it’s been an adventure of abounding grace 
by the merciful provision of God’s Spirit ever since! 

 
2.   There is little that gets me more excited than knowing that God has 

just worked in me or through me to bring His name glory in His 
church.  It has been my joy to be part of Bethany’s pastoral team for 
the last five years, and I’m so thankful to be part of a group of 
vocational and lay leaders who are united in the fear of Christ, 
passionate in their personal love for God and His glory, and 
sacrificially committed to strengthening the faith and the worship of 
our church family here in Peoria.  It is a joy and a privilege to be part 
of the Bethany team, and I’m very excited about multiplying the 
number of disciple-makers in our church family, and growing our 
leadership team as God would call men to this sacrificial service.  
I am excited about doing everything I can to help Bethany pursue the 
glory of God more together through ongoing faithfulness in the 
biblical role of elder.  I desire for the church’s ministry to be 
unexplainable by human methods and means, as it is the body of 
Christ Himself on this earth.  There is no biblical expression of faith 
and worship that is too great for God’s children to prayerfully seek for 
God’s joy in His church (Eph 3:20-21).     



Steve Weaver—Elder 
 
1. As a 10 year old boy at a little Mennonite 

mission church on the south side of 
Peoria, the Lord was working on my heart.  
I heard a message that day from the book 
of Hosea.  As much as a 10 year old could, 
I was convicted of my sin and aware I 
needed a Saviour.  Through a series of 
events and my greater understanding of 
Him, 12 years later (June 25, 1972) He 
became the Lord of my life. 

 

Over the next 43 years , the Lord has been perfectly faithful.  He has 
placed me in situations that provided opportunities for spiritual 
growth and areas to serve.  From early in our marriage, Shelley and I 
taught high school Sunday School.  As we aged, we taught a young 
and later a not-so-young married class.  I have also been involved in 
para-church ministries.  Shelley and I have been blessed with three 
children who are Christ-followers. 
 

As we were searching for a faithful church to attend, we were 
directed to Bethany in 2007 and became members in 2010.  We 
cherish the sound expository teaching, fully focused on glorifying God 
that is the core of Bethany.  We have also been blessed with 
wonderfully deep biblical relationships with many in the church.  A 
high point of each week  is our small group.  I am presently discipling 
(as they also disciple me) three men, each at various places in their 
Christian walk.  I enjoy serving on finance committee, visiting our 
members in the hospital, as well as welcoming those who come in 
our doors. 

 

2. My years as an elder have been the most humbling as well as growth-
filled years of my Christian walk.  As iron sharpens iron, so the elders 
of the church have sharpened me with words spoken and actions 
observed.  Over the next several years, I am enthused about the work 
the Lord will do in our fellowship as more men complete the 
leadership development process and become elders and deacons.  
The Lord has been greatly glorified at Bethany; my prayer is that we 
continue to be faithful in all we do to worship our great God. 



Jason Barley—Deacon 
 
1. Growing up, I was raised in a religious 

household.  Every week my parents took 
me to church and even sent me to a 
parochial school.  In the summer they even 
sent me to Christian camps.  It was at one 
of these camps that I learned about trusting 
Jesus with your life.  On August 1, 1995 I 
decided to trust Jesus with my life.  I 
struggled, however, with a works-based 
approach to Christianity.  As I grew older, 
the world began to take over my thoughts/desires and impact my 
actions.   

 
Thankfully, a close friend in college continued to ask me to go to 
church and attend Cru.  After graduation, he offered a room in a 
house he was renting in Peoria when I took a job in the area.  He 
even brought me to Bethany.  At Bethany I learned what a true 
relationship with Christ was like.  I pursued understanding what God 
had planned for my life—that His Son was sent to die for my sins 
past, present and future.  Hebrews 9:22 “Without the shedding of 
blood there is no forgiveness.”  Without Christ sacrificing Himself for 
us, we could never be forgiven.  I was plugged into a discipleship 
group with Pastor Fred and continued a fervent pursuit of the Lord.  
I dedicated my life to Him and continue each day the sanctification 
journey He has set before me.  2 Corinthians 5:17 “Therefore if 
anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation, the old has gone the new 
has come!”  I am thankful the Lord pulled me out of my self-serving 
life and called me to a life of pursuit.  His blessings are new each and 
every day and he continues to amaze me with His faithfulness.  Each 
day I rely on the Holy Spirit’s power to align my desires with His, that 
I might glorify Him in how I lead the wife and children He has 
provided.  I still struggle not to try and take control, but can rest in 
His power.  Philippians 4:6-7 “Do not be anxious about anything, but 
in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ 
Jesus.” 



2. I am excited to continue in the work of the deacon ministry for many 
reasons.  First, I am excited for the continued mentoring, theology 
education and structure available within the Leadership 
Development program.  What a great program to come alongside 
our brothers in Christ to learn and grow in His likeness! 

 
The role of the deacon that I am most excited about is the ministers 
of mercy.  Today’s world is so focused on providing for yourself and 
abusing power for personal gain.  What a stark contrast to our Lord 
who humbled Himself to serve His followers, even washing their 
feet.  As ministers of mercy within the church, I am excited to come 
alongside brothers in Christ to reach out to those in need.  To 
encourage one another during those special times and lovingly 
providing the physical needs of church members while ministering to 
their soul.  I look forward to helping raise up brothers to aide in 
these activities, coming alongside them to lead, encourage and 
mentor these servants to help fulfill Christ’s law to love one another. 
 
Mark 10:45 “For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but 
to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” 

 

Pay careful attention to yourselves and to 

all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has 

made you overseers, to care for the church of 

God, which he obtained with his own blood. 

I know that after my departure fierce wolves 

will come in among you, not sparing the 

flock; and from among your own selves will 

arise men speaking twisted things, to draw 

away the disciples after them.  

Acts 20:28-30 (ESV) 



Mark  Ellison—Deacon 
 
1. I was taken to church (Grace Brethren Church, 

Parkersburg, WV) by my parents from my 
earliest memory. In fact, we lived within 100 
yards of the church, and my maternal 
grandparents were among the founding 
members of that church, which is to say I 
spent a lot of time at church as a child. It was 
at a VBS at the church in the summer of my 
sixth or seventh year, after a clear 
presentation of the Gospel, that the reality of 
my situation first sank into my heart. I 
realized that I was a sinner and was separated from God, doomed to 
Hell, but Jesus loved me and died for me so that I could be forgiven my 
sins and have eternal life. I went forward at the invitation, and in the 
furnace room at the foot of the stairs in the church basement, I knelt by 
a folding chair with a neighbor lady who explained to me how to pray, 
and I asked Jesus to save me. That memory I hold dear in my heart as 
the start of a lifelong (and ultimately eternal) journey to follow Jesus.  

 
I was active in church activities and sharing my faith growing up, and I 
can honestly say I’ve never doubted the truth of what Jesus did for me. 
I will say there were times (and still are) when I sinned and then 
wondered how God could still love me and forgive me, but the truth in 
His Word reassures me that confession and repentance are all that He 
requires to deal with my sin now. Christ paid the price once and for all, 
and I didn’t need to get saved all over again. Since then I’ve gotten to sit 
under the teaching of the Word from so many great teachers over the 
last half century, and I was even privileged enough to attend Grace 
College in Winona Lake, IN, and minor in Biblical Studies. Nevertheless I 
continue to be amazed at the new depths of truth from the Bible that 
the Holy Spirit shows me that I’ve never seen before, reminding me of 
the need to continue to study and grow in the knowledge and practice 
of the Word. To those who look down on a “literal” understanding of 
the Scriptures as being so unsophisticated and limiting, I can only say 
that taking God at His word in His Word is the only way to know God as 
He truly is. I’ve also had the opportunity to do some teaching, outreach 
and short-term mission work, sharing the Gospel and Christ’s love with 
people in various settings. I’ve particularly been drawn to the challenge 
of promoting and defending the truth and authority of the Bible from 



the very first chapters through Biblical Creationism.  I haven’t always 
done everything right in my life (David is my example in a lot of things, 
unfortunately not all good, but fortunately not like polygamy or 
Bathsheba), but I strive to be more like Jesus and to be worthy of His 
calling. I am so thankful that Jesus looked on my rottenness and loved 
me anyway, picked me up from the muck, cleaned me off, and made 
me His child. I can only be grateful and love Him in return.  I want to live 
for Jesus so that when I see Him face to face He will be able to smile at 
me and acknowledge that He knows me before His Father. 

 
2. I am so grateful to have had the opportunity and privilege to serve 

Christ’s church at Bethany Baptist as a deacon for the last couple years. 
During some of that time I was having some really serious health issues, 
and I was able to see, from the love shown to me and my family, the 
real impact Christ’s disciples loving each other and caring for the 
physical needs of each other can have on the spiritual life of the church. 
We first started coming to Bethany back in the winter of 2004, so our 
kids could be in Awana.  It was because the people at Bethany loved on 
us when our new baby Sarah was sick in the hospital for weeks, even 
though we were new to the area, that we stayed. People who didn’t 
even know us cared for us and helped us through our trial, and we knew 
there was no other church we wanted to be a part of here. It also 
reminded me that it was the command to every believer to minister to 
fellow believers and witness to unbelievers by showing in tangible ways 
the love of God in our lives by reaching out to others in need. 

 
I’ve also learned the importance of not relying on and demanding of our 
pastors and elders that they do all that work of ministering to peoples’ 
needs, as much as they love to do so. We need to free the shepherds to 
do the work of shepherding and carry the work of ministering to people 
on our own shoulders, so they can carry the work of leading and 
teaching the Word on theirs. To me, the work of the deacons in 
supporting the work of the elders in the church is similar to the example 
of Aaron and Hur supporting Moses’ arms during the battle against the 
Amalekites in Exodus 17:8-16. The work is too much for them to do 
alone, and they need us to come alongside and support them so God 
can accomplish building the church here at Bethany. I am so glad that 
the Scripture gives us the role of the deacon, and I am excited at the 
growing work of the deacons here at Bethany. I want to be involved 
with that, and I want to be involved in encouraging and leading more 
men to be a part of that work. 



Barry Heisey—Deacon 
 
1. For as long as I can remember, I have been 

surrounded by godly influence, 
encouragement, and instruction.  Raised in 
a loving Christian home and community 
where parents and grandparents, church 
family, teachers, and many others lived out 
a life of faith and obedience, I had the 
privilege and blessing of learning from 
those whose lives reflected Christian 
principles and a personal faith in Jesus 
Christ. 

 
As an early teenager, I was burdened by sin and uncertainty about 
where I would spend eternity.  I knew there was something missing 
in my life.  Through the hearing of God’s Word in our local church, 
church camp, and youth activities, I came to an understanding of 
Christ’s death and resurrection for my redemption.  At church camp, 
I repented of my shortcomings and came to a personal faith in 
Christ.   Rescued solely by God’s grace through faith in Jesus 
(Ephesians 2:8, 9), I became a member of His family and was 
baptized.   The many years that followed were spent trying to live a 
“good Christian life” - still living on the edge of a full Christian 
commitment and busy chasing after many of the desires of this 
world rather than Christ, the One True Treasure.    
 
In 2003, we began attending Bethany where I was reminded of my 
salvation through God’s grace alone and our ultimate purpose to 
pursue and glorify Him.   Later that same year, we had the awesome 
blessing of participating in a week-long seminar conducted by Life 
Action Ministries where I felt a strong call from God to fully 
recommit my life in obedience and service seeking to bring glory and 
honor to Him.  The journey since then has been a daily reminder 
that God is in control, not me, and to concentrate on my 
relationship with Him.   He continues to work in my life . . . growing 
my desire to live, serve, love, and finish in a way that makes Christ 
look glorious. 

 



2. As followers of Christ, I believe we are called to action as Ministers 
of Mercy, serving those in need and compelled by a desire to see 
God worshiped by all people.  God’s Word specifically instructs us to 
meet the needs of the foreigner, the widow, the orphan, and the 
poor (Exodus 22).   The role of deacon provides an opportunity to 
meet the physical needs of the church through loving service, and by 
mentoring, encouraging, and leading others as we bring glory to 
Him.   This form of “passionate compassion” reflects our concern for 
others, rightly motivated by the ultimate goal of worshiping God and 
bringing glory to His name. 

 
 

I am excited to serve in this role at Bethany; to lead and work as a 
faithful steward of the talent and resources with which God has so 
awesomely blessed our church family and local community.  As 
many of us now enter the “second half” of our careers, we enjoy a 
season of life that provides the freedom to repurpose and 
reprioritize our time and energy for Christian service.  I look forward 
to working together with all servants who have a desire to facilitate 
ministry and a vision for expanding our compassion ministries 
serving our church family, local community, and around the world.  
Persevering in faithful and loving service (2 Tim. 4:7-8).  Living and 
finishing life for the glory of Christ!  

 

But we were gentle among you, like a nursing 

mother taking care of her own children. So, 

being affectionately desirous of you, we were 

ready to share with you not only the gospel of 

God but also our own selves, because you had 

become very dear to us. 

1 Thessalonians 2:7-8 (ESV) 



 

Dan Hoerr—Deacon 
 
1. I grew up in a Christian home. Even though  

I was taught right from wrong and felt the 
call of God on my heart when I was young,   
I lived life doing things my way. I enjoyed 
life and was relatively successful in the 
things that were important to me.  
However, before long almost everything 
started to lose its appeal. I knew that a life 
without God was likely a big factor in my 
absence of joy. Determined to be self-
sufficient I lived many years without Him before finally responding 
to His call. Confessing my sinful condition in repentance and 
believing on Christ alone for my eternal salvation, I became a Christ-
follower at age 24. Even though this was just the beginning, after 
many highs, lows and everything in between, I continue to 
passionately pursue His glory today. 

 
2. With the new elder/deacon/ leader training and mentoring program 

evolving, I am very excited about participating and finding the area I 
can best serve the Lord. The opportunity for learning and equipping 
is one of the best things about Bethany and I feel blessed to be a 
part of it. My dream for the future in the deacons is that we may 
have more participating deacons so that each may have 
opportunities in the area that God has called and equipped each 
one. For me, that would be the in area of compassion/relief on more 
of an international basis. I realize this may be a combined effort with 
the deacons and G.O. and I’m not sure what this would look like but 
this is an area I would love to participate in. However until we have 
extra people, I am willing to do whatever I can to help maintain the 
physical requirements of the local church.  

 

Glorifying God by proclaiming              

Jesus Christ as Lord and preparing          

His people to worship Him forever. 



John Myatt—Deacon 
 
1. I came to know the Lord at the age of 13 prior 

to a Wednesday evening service.  I had raised 
my hand for prayer many times before this 
during Pastor Tim Luther’s altar call following 
his Sunday morning sermons.  I did not 
normally go to Wednesday evening service, 
but this time my best friend was going so I 
tagged along.  I remember wandering around 
the church then finding myself in front of 
Pastor Luther’s office door.  He told me he had 
been praying for me and asked me to sit down.  
He presented the Gospel, and I excepted the Lord into my heart as my 
personal Savior. 
 

I was so filled with excitement, I knew right then that the Lord had 
taken over my life and He had a plan for me.  I immediately told 
my friend and his mother, I could not wait to get home and tell my 
unsaved (at the time) parents and brother.  I even called my best 
friend’s sister and told her. 
 

Today, 34 years later, I am still excited to know the Lord is in 
control of my life.  Being able to follow Him and see His glory shine 
through my family, Bethany Baptist, and myself is so much more 
than I could have asked for or expected on my own.  I can’t say 
that there hasn’t been times when my excitement dipped.  That’s 
when He shows me something through His teachings that I might 
have not read or heard before; and just like that, I feel like that 13-
year-old kid all over again. 

 

2. My family and I started attending Bethany Baptist shortly after Pastor Ritch 
was called to the church.  Through Pastor Ritch’s spirit-led teachings, 
Bethany has grown and started sister churches.  With this growth the Lord 
has presented many opportunities for ministry growth.  Being a deacon 
allows me the opportunity to work with both men and women side by side 
in these ministries.  Working/Mentoring in these ministries, we see people 
sometimes at their worst and often times at their best.  It is in these times 
that we are given the opportunity to reach out to others for the Lord.  
Bonds are formed and an openness is created so we can reach out to the 
unsaved or those who may be at a spiritual low point in their lives. 

 

Probably what is most exciting about being a deacon is the not knowing 
what the Lord has planned for Bethany Baptist and the deacon ministry 
next.   



Kyle Scholl—Deacon 
 
1. I was raised in a Christian home which was 

a great blessing.  I was called to Christ and 
gave my heart to Him during the summer 
between graduating from high school and 
starting college.  The church I went to 
focused on striving to be worthy of God's 
love and grace instead of God's grace is 
enough.  I got married to my wonderful 
wife who continues to show me spiritual 
discipline and love of others. We have two 
children which are a great joy in our lives. 

 

When our children were just starting school, God called us to a job in 
North Carolina.  This gave us an opportunity to grow spiritually in a 
church like we had never done before.  The church had strong 
theology which caused us to learn more about God and His love for 
us.   We were transferred back to the Peoria area and I worked in 
high school ministry.  This was also a spiritually growing time in the 
Word preparing lessons for Sunday youth classes. 
 

In 2009, we were led to Bethany for worship and spiritual growth.  I 
enjoy the expository teaching of the Word and fellowship with 
believers.  It is a humbling thing to think of the awesome God we 
serve.  We have developed deep relationships within our small 
group which is very encouraging as we meet with the challenges life 
brings.  During the last three years, I have served as a deacon which 
has given me a view of the true heart of the Bethany fellowship.  It is 
exciting to see all the opportunities God has put in our pathway to 
focus on giving God glory.   

 

2. The opportunities that we have at Bethany are numerous.  The 
deacon ministry has consisted of seven men which limits how much 
service can be accomplished.  We look forward to having more 
deacons so the ministry can be expanded to include maintenance of 
the physical assets, care and mercy ministry, as well as orderly 
operation of worship.  Many different types of talent will be needed 
to serve the greater scope of service.  I am excited about continuing 
to grow spiritually in the Bethany leadership development program. 






