
Layoffs, pay cuts, deficit 

spending, budget cuts, tax 

increases, stock market 

drops, and lower 401(k) 

balances.  That’s just on the 

economic side.  What about 

shootings, wars, floods and 

the hundreds of other pieces 

of bad news we get every 

day?  Each of us hears all 

this bad news almost every 

day.  All of us are impacted 

directly by this or other bad 

news.  We have people in 

our church family that are 

hurting from job loss, 

disease, broken 

relationships, and many 

other trials. 
 

In the midst of all of this, it 

is easy to give way to fear.  I 

know that it is a temptation 

for me.  If I am not careful, I 

can start “what-iffing” to the 

point of experiencing 

moments of great fear.  

When does this happen in 

my life?  It usually happens 

when I see things from a 

worldly point of view rather 

than a Spiritual point of 

view; when I don’t see how 

something can possibly work 

out, instead of trusting that 

God is in control and He will 

work it out to His glory. 
 

As a people that are a part of 

Bethany Baptist Church, we 

can also experience 

moments of fear regarding 

what the future holds.  We 

have been blessed with 

godly men who lead us as 

Elders and Pastors.  So when 

Pastor Ritch is gone on 

sabbatical for eight weeks or 

when Pastor Chris decides to 

leave full-time Christian 

ministry it is a change, and 

there can be temptation to 

have fear.  When we are 

building a new building and 

taking out a substantial loan, 

there can be temptation to 

have fear.  Change can bring 

temptation to have fear. 
 

God has been gracious to me 

to help me overcome my 

fears.  He has done this in 

two ways.  First, He has 

given me His Word.  

Secondly, He has given me 

many examples in my life 

and in the life of many 

brothers and sisters of His 

faithfulness. 
 

Just one example from 

God’s Word was when the 

storm was raging around the 

disciples when they were in 

the boat on the Sea of 

Galilee as described in 

Matthew 8:23-27.  The 

disciples were terrified and 

convinced they were going 

to drown, but Jesus said, 

“You of little faith, why are 

you so afraid?”  Then He 

calmed the storm.  Jesus was 

sitting there right next to 

them.  He was in the storm 

with them, yet they were 

afraid.  They did not trust 

that He was either able or 

willing to save them from 

the storm, which is why 

Jesus confronted them with 

their lack of faith. 
 

God is right next to each one 

of us and, if we are in Christ 

Jesus, we have access to the 

Father.  He is there with us 

in the storms of life.  He is 

telling us to have faith, not 

fear.  In John 14:1 Jesus 

said, “Do not let your hearts 

be troubled. Trust in God; 

trust also in me.”   God’s 

Word also teaches us that 

God has a purpose for our 

trials.  In Romans 5:1-3 Paul 

says, “Therefore, since we 

have been justified through 

faith, we have peace with 

God through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, through whom we 

have gained access by faith 

into this grace in which we 

(Continued on page 9) 
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The advertisement said, “More value for the way you live.”  It was an 

advertisement for a food store.  This got me thinking about value and one’s 

lifestyle.  We are very budget-minded, so a bargain is worth our investigation.  In 

this day and age, anything under a dollar is a bargain.  Potatoes were advertised at 

$.97 for a 5 lb. bag, but I was well supplied there.  Yes, a bargain, but I had to 

adjust my value thinking.  Bread was listed 10 for $10 but I could never use ten 

loaves, so I’d adjust my thinking back to one loaf for $1.  I remember when bread 

was ten cents a loaf, but that was in the “dark ages!”  Frozen turkey was advertised 

at $.88 a pound, but the turkey weighed 12-16 lbs. on average.  I would be eating 

turkey until Thanksgiving!  A pepper or cucumber cost $.77 each; that’s less value 

for the way I live.  I used to grow my own, and the plant cost only $.10.  The 

harvest was bountiful!  I know, “times have changed!”  

 
What would you like to have that would give you “more value for the way you 

live?”  I’m not thinking in terms of groceries or any other perishable item.  I’m 

thinking of life, and how it can have more value for you!  How can it have more 

value for me?  Do you count your values in life by the amount of money in your 

checking account, savings, or stocks or bonds?  Are you looking for material things 

to give you joy?  If you lost everything material, would your values all be gone?  

Perhaps this is a little too strong for your coffee cup today?  Let’s dilute it a little. 

 
I tried to count my many blessings (values) that I possessed, and wondered how 

they affected my way of life.  First, if Jesus was no longer valuable to me, where 

would I be?  Would life be worth living without Him?  If my loved ones were gone, 

would I see value in life?  Our son is with Jesus; he knows true value now!  Life 

would be empty without family, friends, our church, and neighbors.  So I bow my 

head in thankfulness, dear Lord, for showing me that You provide “More value for 

the way I live.”  Dear friend, can you say, “Amen?” 

Over the Coffee Cup  by Char Wallen 
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Save the date!  Living Hope is putting the finishing touches on their 

building, and they are ready to give thanks! Everyone is invited to a 

Dedication Celebration on Sunday, June 7 at 4 pm.  They are looking 

forward to celebrating with the Bethany Fellowship family!  

Childcare will be provided for birth through age four and there will 

be dinner afterwards. 

Living Hope Community Church 

Dedication Celebration 

Sunday, June 7 at 4:00 pm 

Living Hope Community Church 

6014 W. Lancaster Rd. 

Bartonville, IL 61607 

(309) 633-0028  

www.livinghopecentral.org  



“This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in 

their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.”  James 1:27 

Introducing.... 

The Open Hearts, Open Homes Orphan Ministry Blog 

 
When couples first sense God’s leading towards adoption or fostering, they are 

hungry for information.  As they proceed through the various processes, they are 

hungry for information.  As they transition into becoming a family, they are 

hungry for information.  The Open Hearts, Open Homes Orphan Ministry is 

hoping to help feed that need through our ministry blog.  The blog address is 

openheartsopenhomesministry.blogspot.com  It can also be easily accessed via 

Bethany Baptist Church and Bethany Community Church websites under the adoption ministry link.  As we 

expand, we are hoping to offer a wide variety of information including the following: 

 

*”Why Adopt?” Testimonies from OHOH families 

*Prayer requests and updates 

*Beginning steps for fostering or adoption 

*Links to related blogs and websites 

*Information on choosing an agency 

*Testimonies/advice from specific countries 

*Upcoming OHOH activities 

 

We also feel quite blessed to have such a personal adoption song on the blog.  It was written by Emily 

Robertson.  She and her husband adopted from Vietnam and attend BCC.  It is performed by Beth Bonk.  

She and Eric attend BBC and adopted domestically.   

 

We encourage you to check out the blog to see the amazing things God is accomplishing in the lives of His 

children.   

Open Hearts, Open Homes 

Adoption & Orphan Ministry 
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Music time Games and snacks 

Join us for our 6th Annual MusiCamp! 

Each evening will consist of: 

T & T (technique and theory)  

For: Kids who have finished Kindergarten through those who have finished 7th grade  

We will be working on the musical “Life School Musical!” which will be performed on  
Sunday, June 14 at 6:00 p.m. 
Registration will be held Sundays, May 24 and 31 at the Welcome Center.  
Cost: $5 per child (for T-Shirts) 
One CD per family will be provided. 

 
Guaranteed:  
One great 

time! 

Dates: June 8 - 12, 2009     Time: 6:00—8:15 p.m. 



Pray 
 Serve & 

 Give 
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Bethany Construction Ministry 
You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden.  Matthew 5:14   
 

Construction Volunteers Make an Impact  
 

It is a great benefit and motivation to the workers to see how 

involved the church is by cleaning up the project as well as the 

encouragement they receive through cards, weekly snacks and 

meals.  Some of the volunteer projects include:  general sweeping 

and cleanup, miscellaneous repairs, building and tearing down of 

temporary walls, and cleaning of the CORE trailer.  The church is 

able to save thousands of dollars monthly by having volunteers do 

clean-up work to help construction move quickly.  We need you! 

 Men, women and children old enough to help are welcome to come out Saturdays to contribute to this building 

project. Anyone who can push a broom, pick up garbage, and push a wheelbarrow around can help.  If you're a 

skilled laborer, there's always a job for you too.  It's a great way to get involved, meet new people, and participate 

with our new church building.  Come, join us and receive a blessing!  

PRAY, SERVE, & GIVE 
With the new building taking shape, you might ask,  

“How can I help?”   

You can pray, serve, and give!   

Pray for the construction workers’ safety.   

Serve by hosting a lunch or coffee break for construction work-

ers or helping at the Saturday work days.   

Give by contributing to the cost of the project.   

Learn more about how you can help by visiting the lobby display 

or the construction ministry web site.  

Saturday, May 9 from 10:00 am - 12:00 pm   
Visit the construction site of the new church and write your favorite scripture verse  

on the steel beams or concrete floors.  Bring your family, friends, care group,  

or ABC class.  Bring your own Sharpie or permanent marker to the construction site.  

Graffiti  
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Mosaic Multicultural Ministry 
By:  Ginger Burke 

 

Did you know that 70% of International students are never invited to an American home during their stay in 

the US? And more than 85% have never been invited to an American church, according to The World at 

Your Door, by Dr. Tom Phillips and Bob Norsworthy. 
 

As the body of Christ, we have the opportunity to bring glory to God and demonstrate the love of Jesus to 

students from around the world. Bethany’s Mosaic Ministry to Internationals has begun to encourage 

hosting and befriending International exchange students. For the most part these students are eager to see 

our culture firsthand and improve their English skills. We want to make sure they also learn about our Lord 

Jesus while they are here. If you are interested in hosting or befriending a student for 5 or 10 months contact 

Ginger Burke (gingerkburke@yahoo.com).  
 

The Delaney’s 

Last August Tim and Angie Delaney’s family began hosting a 

student. Here is Angie’s story: 
 

It's hard to believe that just eight months ago we welcomed a 

student into our home from South Korea. That first week we 

pronounced her name wrong, and to be quite honest, we thought 

her last name was her first! How in the world did we get here?! 

One Sunday morning we saw an insert in the bulletin, and God 

spoke to our hearts. Tim and I were both encouraged to begin the 

process. As we presented this opportunity to our children, we had 

an underwhelming one of three on board. We listened to their 

concerns, and we prayed. The main concerns were "how this 

would change their lives" and "their having to give up 

something." This gave us an opportunity to talk through these real 

issues with them. When the time came, everyone played a part in selecting just the right student for our 

family. Some things that were important to us were that she was willing to attend church, a non-Christian, 

had numerous years of English so we could communicate, and had a B or higher grade point in her country 

so she did not struggle too much with grades, as we have other kids that we could not dedicate all of our 

time to one.  
 

Euni was only with us 24 hours, and our children all fell in love with her. She is now truly a part of our 

family. (She is truly a teenager just as any teenager!) We have learned more and more about her country and 

her part of the world as we have watched her grow in her comfort level here. Her time with us is growing 

short as she will be returning home June 21. Not only will she be taking our daughter with her for a stay, 

Welcome Matt Morgan! 
We are pleased to announce that Matt Morgan will be returning to Bethany to 

minister in a one-year internship with us.  He will be responsible for Evangelism 

and Discipleship along with other areas that will continue to prepare him for future 

ministry.  Matt is graduating from Dallas Theological Seminary with a Masters of 

Divinity in May.  He, Amy, Leah and Timmy will be in the Peoria area in June and 

will begin the internship on July 1.  Please pray for Matt and Amy during this 

transition and as they continue to seek God’s will for their future ministry. 



 1 - Mark Burnham 

 - Brent Castle 

 - Victor Harvey 

 - Brianna Nielsen 

 2   - Charisa Ausfaul 

 - Catharine Burrows  

 - Marge Coulter 

 - Lisa Haywood 

 - Logan Queen 

 3 - Tyler Holland 

 - John Myatt 

 - Jessica Rumbold 

 - Molly Schnepel 

 - Martie Scott 

 - Linda Shaner 

 4 - Robert Barnes 

 - Courtney Carbaugh 

 - Steve Fruendt 

 - Steve Haroldson 

 - Nicole Pepper 

 - Bob & Carol Dornon 

 5 - Claudia Armstrong 

 - Mike Chambers 

 - Tom Davis 

 - Addison Hiller 

 - Kaitlyn Kallina 

 - Brooke Parrish 

 - Brooke Rumbold 

 - Brooks Shanklin 

6 - Molly Brubaker 

 - Benjamin Clore 

 - Brad & Anne Anderson 

 - Mark & Karen Burnham 

7 - Jared Brabant 

 - Grant Mathes 

 - Brenda Van Atta 

 - Wilma Stringer 

 - Hayley Summers 

 - Ron & Kristi Hoyle 

 8  - Darren Collings 

 - Jean Davis 

 - Kayley Fruendt 

 - Ashley Schellenberg 

 - Deb Schepke 

9 - Rod Abel 

 - Benjamin Gottemoller 

 - Wayne & Jane Miller 

10 - Nancie Ham 

 - Scott Kern 

 - Tom Williams 

11 - Stephen Hapke 

 - Gideon Pascual 

 - Jeff & JoEllen Borden 

 - Warren & Nicole Pepper 

 - Craig & Kimberly Shepherd 

12 - Magdelina Lindahl 

 - Kristen Poremski 

 - Kaitlyn Sutter  

 - Jerry Tzeng 

 - Sharaon Wineinger 

 - Walt & Anna Marie Chave 

 - John & Lori Havenga 

 - Lee & Beth Randall 

 - Jerry & Chilly Tzeng 

13 - Mark Biedler 

 - Terri Chism 

 - Josh Peters 

 - Kourtney Teubel 

13 - Kaleb Walton 

 - Eric & Sarah Charles 

 - Joe & Tina Ramsey 

14 - Katie Burnham 

 - Bill Cottrell 

 - Brook Houghham 

 - Owen Kellem 

 - Fred Laugherty 

 - McCully Shanklin 

 - Bob & Pat Goben 

 - Craig & Debbie Jo Hodges 

 - Carl & Sue Lewis 

15 - Kristyn Hart 

 - Judith Myers 

 - Tom Sharpe 

 - Kent & Janell Kloter 

 - Barry & Bridget Schnepel 

16 - David Burnham 

 - Victoria Criss 

 - David Dremann 

 - John Huerta 

 - Elsa Meiss 

 - Dennis Moorman 

 - Stefanie Sage 

 - Sam Zimmerman 

 - Steven & Linda Egle 

 - Steve & Evelyn Herron 

17 - Julie Growchowsky 

 - Beth Hapke 

 - Janet Lawson 

 - Obadiah & Lauren Grotts 

 - John & Roslynn Huerta 

18 - Dan Albaugh 

 - Virginia Baker 

 - Alivia Ham 

 - Sue Shobert 

19 - Wayne Altpeter 

 - Carlos Gonzalez 

 - Kenneth Meiss 

 - Jesse Sutter 

 - Charly Ugorji 

 - Brett & Jill Masear 

 - Gregg & Kris McClelland 

 - Dennis & Kristie Moorman 

 - George & Debbie Pinkney 

20 - Billie Fite 

 - Ed Glaue 

 - Cindy Shepherd 

 - Steve & Jennell Dietz 

 - Paul & Dana Hake  

 - William & Stacey Jacobs 

21 - Charlene Bateman 

 - Jean Byerly 

 - Mary Gerig 

 - Steve Herron, Jr. 

 - Carol Vance 

 - Jason & Heather Lied 

22 - Naomi Abel 

 - Roger Koehler 

 - Kristy McMenamy 

 - Mason Schrepfer 

  - Linda Slopak 

 - Chase Stahl 

 - Lowell Wallen 

 - Alexander Weber 

 - Mike & Terri Chism 

 - Steve & Melissa Fruendt 

 - Tim & Jill Johnson 

22 - Justin & Kristy McMenamy  

 - John & Tina Strawn 

23 - Grace Bonk 

 - Josh Braun 

 - Katie Bruza 

 - Chris Jenkins 

 - Dave Robinson 

 - Carol Smith 

 - Ashley Stoltzfus 

 - Kirk & Lisa Hoffman 

24 - Brian DeBacker 

 - Chelsea Fouts 

 - Jonas Hake 

 - Roger Lawson 

 - Gary Page 

 - Josh & Vivian Moon 

 - Donald & Ruthann Schmidt 

25 - Joel Borden 

 - Kayla Johnson 

 - Laura Joyce 

 - Sue Mette 

 - Luke Shobert 

26 - Ali Bryant 

 - Gary Bryant 

 - Rebecca Schlich 

 - V. Rick Smith 

 - Liz Thorp 

 - Todd & Lisa Bryant 

 - Al & Joyce Dremann 

 - Andy & Ann Wilson 

27 - Ginger Burke 

 - Audrey Joyner 

 - Caleb Plattner 

 - Jennifer & Jeremy Bencher 

 - Joe & Ginger Burke 

 - Adam & Mindy Byerly 

 - Joel & Jaclyn Taylor 

28 - Philip Bruza 

 - Karen Hart 

 - Brandon Worner 

 - John & Lynette Eisenmann 

 - Tim & DeAnna Hutton 

 - George & Lindai Lin 

 - Kevin & Sara Martin 

 - Jack & Sharaon Wineinger 

29 - Audra Davis 

 - Mickey Ellenwood 

 - Roslynn Huerta 

 - Emmaline Perkins 

 - Cody Strawn 

 - Adam Zielinski 

 - Josh & Trisha Johnson 

30 - Sarah Frazelle 

 - Abigail Lee 

 - Mark Swanson 

 - Caleb & Sravani Jorden 

31 - Carol Dornon 

 - Sherrie Dornon 

 - Summer Hoyt 

 - Joan Kelch 

 - Cherlyn Lied 

 - Grace Netherton 

 - Cheryl Sharpe 

 - Christen Weaver 

 - Evan & Emily Robertson 

 - Carl & Brenda Theobald 
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Missions in May 

 

Special Offering for Short-Term Missions Trips  

(during the month of May) 
Help send out our Bethany Fellowship teams.   

Use the envelope in the bulletin, and see the insert for more details about trip support.   

Envelopes will be available May 3 in the bulletin and then at the Welcome Center.   

Gifts will be collected until May 31.   

Please consider how you might help in May to advance our Bethany Fellowship Short-Term teams. 

Short-Term  

Special Offering 

For Bethany Fellowship Trips 2009 
 

$24,000 

 

2009 Trips 

Estimated Amount 

Needed: 

Short-Term Missions Teams 

Joining His Global Purpose Highway 

Every People, Every Nation 

          2009 

Name___________________________  

Amount ________      

Envelope No. _______     

Check No._______ 

South Africa Team, May 22-June 8 

 

Please pray for: 

team unity 

health and safety while traveling 

for the student team members who need to 

wrap up school/finals early to participate on 

the trip 

wisdom for Pastor Joel and the team as they 

make final plans to serve with our 

missionaries  

Dave and Carol Beakley at Christ Seminary in 

Polokwane, South Africa,  

The team as they host a VBS in Mozambique. 

Kirsten Smith, Joel Smith, Ginny Smith, Joel Park, Evan Smith, 

and Holly Miller.  Not pictured:  Brette Benedict 
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Bethany Children’s Ministry 
By Jerry Sanderson 

Minister of Children’s Discipleship 
 

Sunday School 

In May we will continue our study of Exodus.  We encourage you as parents 

to go through the Scriptures being taught in Sunday School with your 

children to reinforce the lesson. The Scriptures covered in May are: 
 

            5/3        Exodus 15:22-17:7 

5/10      Exodus 19 

5/17      Exodus 20:1-21 

5/24      Exodus 25-31 

            5/31      Exodus 32          
             

We still have several places where people can help in Children’s Sunday School.  Please contact Jerry 

Sanderson or Mary Carlson for more information. 
 

AWANA 

The AWANA Awards Night will be May 6th in the Sanctuary.  There will be no prayer meeting or family 

meal on this night. 
 

Nursery 

Have you ever thought about serving in Nursery on Sunday evenings?  Throughout the year we have services 

and electives on Sunday evening and we provide nursery during those times.  This is a great opportunity to 

serve at 6pm on those nights once a quarter in a more relaxed setting and get to build relationships with 

others that are serving with you at that time.  Please contact Jerry Sanderson for more information. 
 

VBS 

VBS planning is moving fast.  Mark your calendars for Operation Space from Answers in Genesis July 6-10  

If you would like to be a part of this great adventure through Scripture, please contact Kelli Christenberry or 

Jerry Sanderson at 692-1755. 

now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, 

because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.” 
 

Examples that God has given me of His faithfulness include brothers and sisters in Christ who persevered 

through many hardships, but held on to God’s promises and sought to glorify Him through their trials.  These 

include people suffering with disease, yet who preach the gospel to those in the medical profession that are 

treating their disease.  These include people in extreme financial difficulties that still find ways to be generous to 

others.  These include people who have spouses that have made ungodly choices yet who have prayed for, served, 

and loved those spouses.  Many of these people are you.  And in all of this I see the faithfulness of God worked 

out in the lives of these people as they ask for prayer and encouragement, but trust in Him and give Him glory in 

the midst of their trials. 
 

So when I get my 401(k) statement and it shows a shrinking balance, when I hear of budget cuts and layoffs, 

when I consider how to handle a difficult parenting issue with one of my children, I know that God is telling me 

not to be “of those who shrink back and are destroyed, but of those who believe and are saved.” Hebrews 10:39.  

He wants me to replace my fear with faith in Him and His goodness.  As God says in 1 Thessalonians 5:24, “The 

One who calls you is faithful and He will do it.”  May God be glorified as we trust in Him fully. 

Continued from page 1 - Faith or Fear? 
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High School Graduates: 

Joel Borden ~ Richwoods High School 

Alex Colwell ~ Peoria Christian School 

Greg Daum ~ Stark County High School 

Jonathan Eisenmann ~ Home School 

Seth Elsasser ~ Stark County High School 

Chelsea Fouts ~ Dunlap High School 

Lindsay Goben ~ Illinois Valley Central High School 

Jordan Hoerr ~ Peoria Christian School  

Tommy Hoerr ~ Brimfield High School 

Jordan Horton ~ Richwoods High School 

Mikey Horton ~ Princeville High School 

Whitney Hudson ~ Dunlap High School 

Lindsey King ~ Dunlap High School 

Ben Inman ~ Peoria Christian School  

Cody Jordan ~ Dunlap High School  

Reece Johnson ~ Dunlap High School 

David Lawson ~ Elmwood High School 

Laura Mathes ~ Dunlap High School 

Amanda Myers ~ Illinois Valley Central High School 

Claire Norman ~ Illinois Valley Central High School 

Josh Peters ~ Peoria Christian School 

Stefanie Pinkney ~ Peoria Christian School  

Nickolas Rumbold ~ Stark County High School 

Ryan Rumbold ~ Stark County High School 

Jordan Sanderson ~ Home School/Peoria Christian 

Jake Siri ~ Dunlap High School 

Justin Smith ~ Peoria Christian School  

Korinne Talbot ~ Dunlap High School 

We apologize to any graduates we may have missed. 

College Graduates:  

Brent Castle  ~ Illinois State University 

Shane Castle ~ Illinois State University 

David Dremann ~ Case Western University 

Rachel Dremann Schmoyer ~ Univeristy of Oklahoma 

Nichole Franks ~ ILIA Chicago (12/09) 

Jeremiah Heisey ~ University of Illinois  

(Masters of Accounting) 

Beth Haupt ~ University of Illinois  

(Certified Public Accountant) 

Jason Haupt ~ Taylor University 

(Masters of Environmental Studies) 

Becky Hornbrook ~ Bradley University  

(Doctorate in Physical Therapy)  

Samantha Inman ~ University of Cincinnati 

Brittany Klaus ~ Moody Bible Institute 

Janna Laugherty ~ Southwest Baptist University (12/09) 

Scott Lawson ~ Trinity International University (12/09) 

Nicole Lee ~ Bradley University 

Kerry Malone ~ OSF St. Francis School of Nursing 

Matt Morgan ~ Dallas Theological Seminary 

Drake Philyaw ~ CedarvilleUniversity 

Curtis Powers ~ Iowa State University (12/09) 

Zach Schell ~ Illinois State University 

Lindsay Tabor ~ Bradley University (12/08) 

Megan Thorp ~ University of Illinois 

Nick Yonke ~ University of Iowa  

Congratulations to Bethany's Graduates! 
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I have forgone the youth spotlight this month for the mere fact that I have 

run out of room due to having so much to say.  This month I want to 

continue some thoughts I actually started last month. 
 

If we are honest with ourselves, many of us are guilty of speaking in 

generalizations a lot of times.  Ask someone what their goals are and you 

will probably get a fairly general answer.  Ask that same person how they 

plan to attain those same goals, and again, you will probably get another 

general answer.  I believe there are many people who struggle with intentionality, making a plan, and then 

staying the course to finish well and accomplish the goal.  That is how we came up with Bethany’s strategy 

for discipleship a few years ago.  It was an answer to the question of what does a disciple look like and how 

can we help them get there.  Over the past year or so, I have been seeking to do the same thing with our Jr. 

and Sr. High youth.  What does a discipled student who progresses through our program look like when they 

walk through the graduation tunnel, and how can we ensure that we are providing the teaching, training, and 

mentoring to help them arrive?  I do not want to simply have a general idea that I keep in my head and 

occasionally reference to my youth leaders, but rather a specific design according to God’s Word with a map 

leading the way.  Thus, everything we do must be measured up against this blueprint and evaluated as to how 

it fits and what it will accomplish in helping us achieve our goals. Goals and blueprints are not what I really 

want to talk, but it is important to mention as it sets the stage for some thoughts that I have been pondering. 
 

Last month I mentioned the importance of preparing our young people to be able to defend their faith.  

Again, as alluded to above, the goal of the discipled student is to help them to develop spiritual maturity and 

grow in their knowledge, understanding, and application of God’s Word.  So, here’s my concern which is 

something that I have been pondering often.  The goal is not to develop mere “conformists.”  What I mean is 

that it is possible for kids to appear as though they are at a certain level of spiritual maturity and to conform 

to our expectations for them, and yet for their hearts to be far from Him.  That is a simple description of the 

problem.  The simple answer?  We need to be engaging them with intentional love and compassion 

concerning heart issues.  We need to be asking kids how their time in the Word and prayer is going.  What is 

God teaching them?  What is He convicting them of or what sin areas are they currently working through 

and pursuing victory over?  How can we be praying for them?  It is not possible for us to change their hearts. 

Only God and His Word can do that, but we can be intentionally putting ourselves in a position to be a 

catalyst through challenging, encouraging, and praying with them.  And what the kids need to understand is 

that the goal is not to please me, their youth leaders, or their parents, but that the most important element in 

their walk with God is to please Him.  The unfortunate thing about the problem of conformity is that we 

adults are not immune to it, either.  We, too, must be careful to not “look like a good Christian” and yet be 

stagnate in our faith, or worse, trapped in the bondage of sin. 
 

There’s more.  Behavior is a big deal.  From the early ages school kids get stickers for good behavior as well 

as other rewards (first one in line for food, baby!).  The ultimate desire for any godly parent is to see their 

kids manifest godly behavior for the glory of God.  However, the danger therein is when we confuse this 

godly desire with a selfish desire that merely seeks godly “conformity.”  We want our child to look good as 

well as represent us and what we stand for.  But obedience without the heart is not obedience; it is mere 

conformity.  We must help our kids understand the heart of why we do what we do is for the glory of God.  

If all we are after is external conformity without lovingly engaging their heart and seeking to instruct them 

with the Bible itself, we are in danger of losing the relationship and missing opportunities to instruct them 

according to His ways and truth.  Let us not grow weary in being intentional to make the “the most of every 

opportunity, because the days are evil” but let us persevere to use every moment of every day as a teaching 

moment to minister to our kids’ hearts in ways that are pleasing to Him. 

By Joey Holland 
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7229 N Knoxville Ave 
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For Sarah Lawson 

Saturday, June 6  

at 10:00 AM 
 

Sarah will be marrying  

Jason Barley on July 18. 

They are registered at Bergners, 

Bed, Bath, & Beyond, Lowe’s, and 

Cutco.com. Photo by Jim Huber - May 13, 2006  

See special insert for Local Ministry Volunteer 

Opportunities and May Local Ministry Events and  

how you can join in! 


