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Bethany Baptist Church exists to glorify God by 
proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord and preparing 
His people to worship Him now and forever. 

The Broadcaster 
Velvet and Steel  Dr. Ritch Boerckel  

God designs friendships among His 
people to sanctify our lives and to 
build up His church.  Our individual 
pursuit of holiness largely rests 
upon our relationships with other 
Christians.  God fashioned His 
church in such a way that we need 
each other in order to see our own 
sin, gain spiritual strength, battle 
unbelief and overcome 
discouragement.  As such, God 
ordained us to speak truth into one 
another’s lives so that together we 
would be transformed into 
Christlikeness and together we 
would build up the body of Christ.  
Without biblically-rooted voices, 
we are left isolated to our own 
understanding and easily deceived 
by the voice of our own hearts.   
Godly friends often help us to see 
aspects of our soul that we do not 
see.  They provide another angle 
from which to understand our own 
attitudes, behaviors, priorities and 
habits.   

For this reason, healthy Christian 
friendships are not merely a nice 

“add-on” to our lives as we 
worship God.  Healthy Christian 
friendships are foundational to a 
life of worship.  You might rightly 
ask the question:  what 
characteristics set uniquely 
Christian friendships apart from 
the more generic friendships 
enjoyed by all humanity?   

As we search the Scriptures, God 
describes the unique nature of 
Christian friendships through many 
“one another” commands.  Most 
of these commands are “velvet”. . . 
soft as a feather pillow and easily 
received with gratitude.  Some of 
these commands are “steel” . . . 
solid as a pile of rocks and often 
resisted with resentment.   The 
velvet commands call us to love 
one another through brotherly 
affection, encouragement, 
forgiveness, burden bearing, warm 
greetings, intercession, and 
humble service.  The steel 
commands call us to love one 
another through instruction, 
exhortation, and admonishment.    
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Both the velvet and the steel commands are born of 
love . . . a love that pursues the eternal joy of our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.  Both the velvet and the 
steel are designed by God to sanctify us.  Both the 
soft and the solid commands strengthen us to pursue 
the joy of God’s glory in our lives. When Christian 
friendships embrace the velvet and avoid the steel 
they fail to sharpen our lives as God intends.  We do 
not love one another well when we neglect the steel 
commands out of fear.   

Paradoxically, velvet and steel friendships are both 
the most satisfying and the most scarce.  They are the 
most sweet and the most sore. They are the most 
profitable and the most painful.  Rubbing a piece of 
iron against another piece of iron seldom can be 
called pleasant, but it does sharpen.  

Why are these kinds of friendships so rare in the 
church?  One reason is that our proud flesh sets up 
roadblocks to keep others from giving us any steel.  
Our friends feel that the risk of rejection or reprisal is 
too great. They think, “Why should I share 
correction?  It won’t be helpful and it may destroy 
our friendship.  I can’t risk that!”   I believe that if we 
are to experience God’s design for Christian 
friendships, we need to take ownership of any 
resistance to correction that we may be 
communicating.   

Recently, I have been asking myself the question, 
“Am I the kind of friend who makes it easy on others 
to offer admonishment to me?  Do I welcome 
instruction and correction?  Or do I unconsciously 
make it difficult for people to share with me spiritual 
concerns that they have about my life?  Are my 

friends reluctant to share some “steel” with me for 
fear that I might not listen well to them?” I know that 
I need godly people who will share with me where I 
am straying in mind, attitude, actions or words.  My 
spirit wants to make the path smooth for Christian 
friends to love me by offering instruction, correction 
and admonishment to me.  But what can I do to make 
the road more smooth? 

One step God has led me to take in pursuit of 
smoothing the path for friends to share both velvet 
and steel with me is to ask them, “Do you think it is 
easy to share concerns you have about my heart, my 
behavior, or my attitudes?”  If they tell me that they 
do find it difficult, I hope to ask, “What advice would 
you give me to make you feel more at ease in sharing 
concerns with me?”  I encourage you to ask your 
spouse, family, or close friends these questions.  And 
then be ready to listen instead of rationalize why they 
are wrong!!  Pray over the answers that they might 
give you and be ready to apply any wisdom that they 
give. 

The church is only as strong as the friendships within 
her.  For the glory of God in His church, I urge each of 
us to be the kind of person who receives “steel” from 
one another with humility, prayer and gratitude.  It is 
not that other people are always right regarding their 
concerns, but it is that we are wise and right to 
welcome any correction or concerns that our friends 
believe that we need.  We are wise and right to make 
the path smooth and not difficult for them to 
approach us.  I believe a spoken invitation would go a 
long way in laying some pavement down for us to 
enjoy the benefits of authentically Christian 
friendships!  

“Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another.”  (Proverbs 27:17, ESV) 

“But exhort one another every day, as long as it is called ‘today,’ that none of you 
may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.” (Hebrews 3:13–14, ESV) 

“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and admonishing one another in all wisdom, 
singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to God.”  

(Colossians 3:16, ESV) 

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should restore him in a 
spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” (Galatians 6:1, ESV) 
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Connecting at Bethany 

Small Groups 
 

Bethany has 40 small groups that meet in homes throughout the greater Peoria Area.  The fact that 
they meet in homes creates an even more relaxed environment to develop deep, transparent Christian 
relationships.  

Small Group schedules typically run during the school year, so many will be starting back up this 
fall.  We can try and connect you with group options that are close to where you live. 

If you are interested in being in a Small Group go to bethanycentral.org/small-groups to see the groups 
or contact Jerry Sanderson at jerry@bethanycentral.org. 

One of the hallmarks of a healthy church is a place where people have close, caring Christian 
friends.  The church should be a place of loving Christian community where emotional, physical and 
spiritual burdens are shared.  God is glorified when his people love each other enough to rejoice and to 
mourn together, where we lift one another up in prayer and bring God’s Word to each other for 
encouragement and correction. 

While it can be a challenge for any church to live up to these God given ideals, it can be especially 
difficult in a large church.  Some ways we have tried to make Bethany a place to develop these 
important connections include Adult Bible Communities (ABCs), which are Adult Sunday Schools, and 
Small Groups that typically meet in people’s homes. 

If you are not part of an ABC or a Small Group we encourage you to get connected.  These smaller 
gatherings allow for more personal interaction, getting to know others who are part of Bethany. 

 

Adult Bible Communities (ABCs) 
 

There are 14 ABCs of various age groups meeting on Sunday mornings at 9:45am.  Join us! 

Class Age Group Current Study Location 
20/20  Single Adults Theology of Work Room 812 
Bereans Senior Adults Matthew Room 811 
City on a Hill All Ages Minor Prophets Room 805 
College Class  College & Young Adults Doctrine of the Holy Spirit Room 807 
CrossPoint  All Ages Daniel Room 817  
Crossroads All Ages I & 2 Peter Room 808 
Dust to Glory  All Ages Ephesians Gymnasium 
Foundations  Young Marrieds & Families Ephesians Room 813 
Joint Heirs All Ages I Peter 3:8-18 Room 815 
Living Stones All Ages I & 2 Peter Room 809 
Newly Married & Engaged New Couples The Art of Marriage Room 806 
Salt & Light   Young Couples & Parents Romans Room 814 
Temple Builders All Ages Jude Room 816 
The Master’s Touch All Ages Genesis Room 401  
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You’re invited to come and talk to the 
elders about any question, concern or 
prayer request.  Of course, this is not 
the only time elders are available, you 
are welcome to reach out to an elder 
any time, but this regularly scheduled 
time is designed to make it as easy as 

possible to meet on a Sunday. 

 

 

 

Seniors, mark your calendar and plan 
to join us for these two opportunities 
to gather for sweet fellowship and a 

delicious meal!  Sign up on an 
upcoming Communication Card in 

your bulletin or call the office. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sundays at 9:45am 
August 13, 20 & 27 

If you are interested in joining the 
church or just learning more about 
Bethany, make plans to join us for 

this class.  Please RSVP to 
jennifer@bethanycentral.org. 

Ladies, join us to celebrate with these brides-to-be: 

 Samantha James on Saturday, August 5 at 10:00am in the Café  
Samantha and her fiancé Greg Daum are registered at Amazon, Target, and 
Bed, Bath, & Beyond.  
Hosted by: Cheryl Daum & Natalie Elsasser 
 

 Janna Laugherty on Sunday, August 6 at 3pm in the Café  

Janna and her fiancé Butch Stilwell are registered at Target, Walmart, 
and Bed, Bath, & Beyond. 
Hosted by: Joy Baumann, Julie Stuber & Kari Rabenhorst 
 

 Cherie Hoerr on Saturday, August 26 
10am in the Café  
Cherie and her fiancé Casey Williams 
are registered online at 
www.zola.com/wedding/caseyandcherie 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Men, make plans to join us for a 
delicious breakfast, fellowship, and 

encouragement from the Word. 

 
The Herman, Plattner, and Kellenberger families 
invite the church family to a Potluck, Praise and Worship night 
at the Giant Goose Ranch! 

Please bring a side dish, dessert, and lawn chairs or a blanket 
to sit on. Meat, drinks and table service will be provided! 

RSVP to Katie Herman:  katieherman1988@gmail.com 
call/text—309-258-5954 

 

The Giant Goose Ranch is located on Route 9, just 
two miles west of Canton at 25369 N. Goose Ranch Road. 

Rain date is set for Sunday, September 10. 
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