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The Broadcaster 
Should I forgive someone who does not 

ask for my forgiveness?    Dr. Ritch Boerckel  

Forgiveness is central to the life 
of the Christian.  Forgiveness is 
the first blessing of God’s 
salvation in our lives.  
Forgiveness from God is 
foundational to our new identity 
in Christ.  As such, our 
forgiveness by God is the ground 
from which we forgive others 
who sin against us.  As believers, 
we know that our sins against 
God have incurred an infinite 
debt against Him.  It would be 
the grossest form of hypocrisy to 
accept the forgiveness of such a 
huge debt and then refuse to 
forgive the finite, small “debts” 
created by other peoples’ sins 
against us.   

Recently, a godly church member 
shared that they were listening 
to a Bible teacher on the radio.  
This radio teacher said that 

Christians should not forgive 
those who sin against them 
unless they ask for forgiveness.  
This teacher believed that this 
was a proper understanding of 
Ephesians 4:32, “. . . forgiving 
one another, as God in Christ has 
forgiven you.”  In short the radio 
pastor believed that since God 
does not forgive sins apart from 
confession/repentance, then we 
should not either. So we ask the 
question, “If a person does not 
ask us to forgive him/her for a sin 
committed against us, are we 
right to withhold forgiveness 
from them?” 

First, I acknowledge that this is a 
question upon which some very 
godly, well-versed Bible teachers 
disagree.  I wish there were not 
such confusion in the church 
about this matter, but there is.  

Continued on page 2. 
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Also, this question is one of immense practical 
importance.  This is not a hypothetical question 
that impacts relatively few people.  Every 
Christian will be profoundly affected by the way 
they answer this question.  The answer a believer 
gives to this question will shape their 
relationships with those inside the body of Christ 
and with those outside of it.   

In short, I believe with the utmost conviction that 
God calls us to forgive every person who sins 
against us regardless of his or her confession or 
repentance. I believe that this is the clear 
teaching of the Bible and the call of God upon our 
lives for His glory.  I recognize that a person who 
knowingly sins against me and refuses to confess 
that sin may not receive the benefit of my 
forgiveness.  But I will.  I will be unburdened from 
inner conflict, resentment, ongoing anger, 
bitterness, hatred, or malice.  I will be free to love 
even my enemies with an open heart.  I will 
experience the fruit of the Spirit and the kingdom 
of God reigning in my soul.  

Here are eight reasons why is strongly disagree 
with the teaching that we should not forgive 
someone until they ask for forgiveness. 

1. Interpreting the phrase “as God in Christ has 
forgiven you” as a limitation to our 
forgiveness turns this phrase upside down on 
its head.  This phrase is not attached to limit 
our forgiveness of others, but to maximize it.  
The point in this phrase is that no sin is so 
severe that it remains outside of the 
forgiveness of God.  In this amplified way, we 
are called to imitate God’s forgiveness in 
Jesus.   

2. I believe this view confuses judicial 
forgiveness with relational forgiveness.  It is 
true that God’s judicial forgiveness is not 
given until after a person repents.  But we do 
not imitate God’s judicial forgiveness.  No 
human has the authority to grant judicial 
forgiveness to another human.  Only God can 
forgive sins judicially (cf. Mark 2:7).  If judicial 
forgiveness were in view, it would be 
impossible for us to forgive any sin. Yes, 
judicial forgiveness is only granted when a 

condemned person recognizes their sin 
against God and confesses that sin to Him.  
But that kind of forgiveness is God’s domain 
alone and not ours. 

3. The story of the Prodigal Son best illustrates 
the posture we are to have towards those 
who sin against us.  The father in that story 
did not say, “Let me hear my son’s repentance 
before I decide to forgive him.”  He saw his 
son from a distance and ran to meet him 
before his son said a word.  His heart had 
forgiven his son long before his son came 
home.  His son did not benefit from his 
father’s forgiveness until he repented of his 
sin, but the father’s heart did not change at 
the point of his son’s return.  The father’s 
heart was already reconciled to the son 
through forgiveness before the son returned 
home.   

4. Nowhere in Scripture are we given any reason 
to withhold forgiveness from people who 
wrong us.  Rather, we are commanded over 
and over to love our enemies and bless those 
who wrong us (cf. Luke 6:27-28).  God teaches 
us that love keeps no record of wrongs 
suffered (cf. 1 Corinthians 13:5).  It is 
impossible to love another person and keep 
any record of a wrong that they committed 
against us.  What does this mean if not that 
we are to forgive regardless of the other 
person’s confession? 

5. Relationally, Jesus forgave sins before 
forgiveness was asked of Him (cf Luke 
23:34).  Jesus did not wait for those crucifying 
Him to extend relational forgiveness to 
them.  He asked God the Father to forgive 
them even as they were cruelly crucifying Him 
because in His heart He held no grudge, no ill 
will, no desire for their harm.  I believe 
relational forgiveness is an open heart free of 
any resentment toward the person who hurt 
us.  Again, in order to benefit from our 
relational forgiveness, the sinning person 
must repent or receive our forgiveness.  But 
we are right extend this forgiveness before 
they ask. 

Continued on page 3. 



Operation Christmas Child 

Since 1993, more than 100 million boys and girls in 
over 130 countries have experienced God’s love 
through the power of simple shoebox gifts from 
Operation Christmas Child. Samaritan’s Purse works 
with local churches and ministry partners to deliver 
the gifts and share the life-changing Good News of 
Jesus Christ.    

Pick up a ready-made box and a form with mailing 
label from the Resource Center in the church foyer 
beginning October 1. Bring filled boxes back with 
your $7 donation to cover mailing cost by Sunday, 
November 19.   Contact Thad Edmonds at 243-1854 
or 657-3621 for more information. 
 

What goes in the box? 

TOYS:   dolls, toy cars, stuffed animals, kazoos, 
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, balls 

SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  pens, pencils and sharpeners, 
crayons, markers, notebooks, paper, solar calculators 

NON-LIQUID HYGIENE ITEMS:  bar soap, 
toothbrushes, combs, washcloths, etc. 

ACCESSORIES:  t-shirts, socks, hats, sunglasses, hair 
clips, jewelry, watches, flashlights (with extra 
batteries), etc. 

A PERSONAL NOTE:  You may enclose a note to the 
child and a photo of yourself or your family. If you 
include your name and address, the child may be 
able to write back. 
 

What comes out of the box is eternal! 

In the hands of local churches, every gift-filled 
shoebox is a powerful tool for evangelism and 
discipleship—transforming lives of children and their 
families around the world through the Good News of 
Jesus Christ. 
 

For more information visit:  www.samaritanspurse.org 

6. Stephen is another great example of 
relational forgiveness.  He forgave 
those who were stoning him before 
they confessed their sin.  Stephen 
followed Jesus in forgiving those who 
were attacking him even as they were 
in the act of cruelty against him.  “And 
as they were stoning Stephen, he called 
out, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” And 
falling to his knees he cried out with a 
loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin 
against them.” And when he had said 
this, he fell asleep.”  (Acts 7:59–60 ESV) 

7. God commends overlooking an 
offense. “Good sense makes one slow 
to anger, and it is his glory to overlook 
an offense.”  (Proverbs 19:11 ESV)   

8. The ultimate test of any teaching is its 
practical fruit.  Does the teaching 
produce love, grace, joy, unity and 
peace in the church and in families? 
Does the teaching promote God’s glory 
in His church? Practically, I have seen 
this teaching of withholding forgiveness 
until the other person asks bring 
destruction and heartache into lives 
and homes.  This teaching has caused 
some people in Christ’s church to be 
filled with bitterness toward others, to 
cut them out of their lives and to feel 
righteous about it.  Our flesh naturally 
desires an excuse to withhold love and 
to nurse our hurts.  This teaching often 
provides that excuse. 

May we be expressions of God’s mercy, 
patience and love to those who wrong us.  
May we forgive with the grace of Jesus at 
work in our hearts . . . whether they ask for 
our forgiveness or not.  
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It all started with the lady next door 
who kept on and kept on asking my 

Mom to let my brother and me go to 

Sunday School and VBS at a small 
nearby church. Finally, after many 
invitations from this dear neighbor, 

my mother relented and we boys 

started going to church. 

We would bring home Sunday 
School papers every week from our 
class, and Mom would read them. 

The more she read these Sunday 

School papers, the more under 
conviction she became—we would 
see her crying often during the day. 

After a number of months, Mom 
accepted Christ and started coming 

to church with us. Then, we started 
asking Dad to join us. Finally, he 

came to the Lord too. This was a real 
change for him! In later years, my 

dad was ordained at Bethany, after 
spending much time studying the 
Word, and he became the State 

Director for Child Evangelism and 

the Director of Camp Good News. 

God gave him a heart for Children’s 
Ministries, because these ministries 

are what God used to save our 

whole household. How grateful we 

were to a little old lady who 
persisted in asking to take me and 

my brother to Sunday School! 

Not only was Children’s Ministries 

used to bring about salvation to our 
family, but it also resulted in the 

Kidz Heart Ministries & Camp Good News® Present an Adventure Weekend For 
Fathers and Sons (Grade 4-8)! 

Friday-Saturday, October 13 -14, 2017 at Camp Good News in Washington 
Cost: $75 for Father-Son pair  

To register, call Camp Good News at 309-444-3255 or go online at 
www.iheartcamp.org/rmdk.  Contact Rod Abel (309-253-1618) for more 
information. 

raising of my two children in church. 
My daughter, Cheryl, went to Moody 

Bible Institute, then Wheaton and the 

University of Minnesota; and now she 
teaches voice at Bethel University. 

Cheryl and my son, Bob, both worked 

on the staff of Camp Good News for 
many years, serving children from all 

over Illinois. 

Bob and wife Sharon, who met in the 
high school youth group at Bethany, 

live in the area. Bob taught at the 

college level for 40 years, and is now 

semi-retired, still teaching at ICC and 
Bradley part-time. He and his wife 

attend Bethany Community Church in 

Washington.  

Bob and Sharon’s daughter, Becky, 

attended Trinity International in 
Chicago, and married Ben, a young 

man she met in Bethany’s high school 
youth group. They have two children 

and she is a church office 

Administrative Assistant at a small 
Baptist Church.  Their son, Gavin, is a 

Christian and was baptized on Easter 

Sunday in the Baptist church where 

their entire family is active. 

Again, God used a little old lady’s 
persistent invitation and the Children’s 

Ministry programs at Bethany Baptist 
Church to reach our family for the Lord 

and have an impact now for five 
generations! Nobody but our Heavenly 

Father knows how many children and 
adults have been reached as a result of 

that one dear lady and the children’s 

program at a small church on the South 
Side of Peoria. 

Please consider how you can be part of 
Children’s Ministries at Bethany!  



College Care Packages 

Donation collection ends Sunday, November 5 
 

Did you know that our church has nearly 100 college students?  
In November we will be sending them care packages from our 
church body.   

We are collecting miscellaneous food, snack, and fun items to send in boxes to 
our college students. Donations can be dropped off at the Welcome Center 
now through November 6.   For more information, contact Kari in the church 
office at kari@bethanycentral.org.  If you have a student who is currently at 
college, please contact the church office at 692-1755 with their school address.   

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

You’re invited to come and talk to the 
elders about any question, concern or 
prayer request.  Of course, this is not 

the only time elders are available. You 
are welcome to reach out to an elder 
any time but this regularly scheduled 

time, on the first Sunday of even 
months, is designed to make it as easy 

as possible to meet on a Sunday. 

 

 

 

 

Parents wishing to have a child 
dedicated should plan to attend this 
class in the Conference Room. We 
will cover what child dedication is, 
basic parenting principles, and an 

overview of Bethany resources. The 
next Parent/Child Dedication will be 
held on Sunday, October 15. Call the 
church office at 692-1755 to sign up. 

Youth Calendar 

10/4 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT Meeting, 8-9pm 
10/6 SH Girls Cook for Guys, 6pm 
10/11 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
10/13 JH Fall Retreat through 10/15 
10/15  SH Pancake Breakfast, 9:45am 
10/18 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
10/25 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
11/1  JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT Meeting, 8pm 
11/8  Community Event, 6:15pm 
11/15 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 
11/22 NO Youth Group 
11/26 SH Pancake Breakfast 
11/29 JH/SH Youth Group, 6:15pm 

 

Hymn 
Sing 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Sundays at 9:45am 

October 29, November 5 & 12 
If you are interested in joining the 
church or just learning more about 
Bethany, make plans to join us for 

this class.  Please RSVP to 
jennifer@bethanycentral.org. 

 

 
 

 

 

All seniors are invited to join us for a 
delicious lunch and a sweet time of 

fellowship!  To sign up, call the church 
office at 692-1755. 

 

Join us for an evening of singing 
the classic hymns of our faith.  

Randall Christenberry will 
accompany us on the grand piano 

as we put into practice 
Ephesians 5:19. Feel free to bring a 

simple savory or sweet snack to 
share during the 5:30 fellowship. 

 

“… speaking to one another with 

psalms, hymns, and songs from the 

Spirit. Sing and make music from 

your heart to the Lord”  
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Sunday, November 19 at 5:30pm in the Gym  

Join us for this special time of sharing a meal and 
giving thanks to God for His provision for us in this past 
year. Turkey and beverage will be provided. Bring any 
two of:  veggie, salad, dessert.  RSVP online or on an 
upcoming  insert in the Sunday worship bulletin. 

FeastFeast  ofof  ThanksThanks  
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Come discover the great blessing of 
praying with other grandparents for 
our grandchildren! As grandparents, 

we can make a significant difference in 
the world by praying regularly and 

deliberately for our grandchildren and 
their parents. We have an opportunity 

to powerfully touch the lives of 
another generation for eternity.  

Rod & Bonnie Abel, Bethany Baptist 
sent missionaries with Kidz Heart, 

will host an organizational meeting on 
Monday, October 9, at 1pm 

at Bethany Baptist.  We will discuss 
how we can pray for our children 
and consider how often to meet.  

Will you take up the call to join a G@P 
group? Together we can discover the 
great blessing of praying with other 
grandparents for our grandchildren!  

For more information, contact 
Rod Abel at 309-253-1618 or 
rodbonabel@comcast.net. 

Awana is our mid-week ministry to 
3 year olds (starting Kindergarten in 
two years and potty trained) up 
through 6th  Grade. Awana meets at 
6:15pm and ends at 8:00pm 
(7:50pm for Cubbies).  

Theme Nights 

Oct. 18:  Cowboy/Cowgirl Night 
Nov. 15:  Cap & Hat Night 
Nov. 22:  Off for Thanksgiving 
 

Family Meals are served in the gym 
on Wednesdays from 5:00-5:45pm 
for a suggested donation of $3 per 
person/$15 per family maximum. 

Often when a person thinks about apologetics they think of advanced 
thinkers that speak at leading seminaries and universities.  However, the 
ability to think through the faith and answer questions is important for all 
ages.  Therefore, we have added some resources to our library at Bethany 
aimed at kids. 

The Case-For series for Kids comes from the well-known author of The Case 
for Christ, Lee Strobel.  The books are aimed at the Middle School level, but 
depending on the reading level of the child could be used for Elementary or 
High School.  There are four very engaging books that will help kids learn 
basic truths in a memorable way in this series: 

 The Case for Grace – for Kids 
 The Case for a Creator – for Kids 
 The Case for Faith – for Kids 
 The Case for Christ – for Kids 
 

In Cold-Case Christianity for Kids, the reader goes along with a real 
detective to uncover the truths of Christianity.  It is also very engaging and is 
aimed at Middle School or even early High School. 

How Do We Know series is a set of books for Elementary-aged children  
from Apologia Press.  These books have fun and colorful illustrations.  The 
books in the series are: 

 How Do We Know God is Really There? 
 How Do We Know Jesus is Alive? 
 How Do We Know God Created Life? 
 

Finally, we have a set of Apologetics books for early to mid-Elementary-
aged children.  These are unique books that are very creative in how they 
teach apologetics.  The titles are: 

 Pig and the Accidental Oink! 
 Possums and the Empty Tomb 
 Picture Book Apologetics – Pitfalls – A Quick Guide to Identifying Logical 

Fallacies for Families (This book, unlike the others, is meant for parents to 
read with the family to help teach). 

 

We are excited to have these additions to our Library at Bethany and we 
encourage you to check them out soon! 
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