
Music and singing is an amazing gift from 
our Lord.  While I have not counted them 
myself, it is said that there are over 400 
verses in the Bible that refer to singing, and 
around 1150 if we include instruments, 
trumps and horns!  We see God’s people 
praising Him with voice and instrument 
from Genesis to Revelation.  Here are just a 
few verses (all Scripture quotations are 
from the ESV Bible): 
 Genesis 4:21 – His brother's name was 

Jubal; he was the father of all those who 
play the lyre and pipe.  

 Exodus 15:1a – I will sing to the Lord, for 
he has triumphed gloriously 

 2 Chronicles 5:13a – and it was the duty 
of the trumpeters and singers to make 
themselves heard in unison in praise 
and thanksgiving to the Lord 

 Psalm 66:1-2 – Shout for joy to God, all 
the earth; sing the glory of his name; 
give to him glorious praise!  

 Psalm 95:1-2 – Oh come, let us sing to 
the Lord; let us make a joyful noise 
to the rock of our salvation! Let us come 
into his presence with thanksgiving; let 
us make a joyful noise to him with songs 
of praise! 

 Psalm 98:4-6 – Make a joyful noise to 
the Lord, all the earth; break forth into 
joyous song and sing praises! Sing 
praises to the Lord with the lyre, with 
the lyre and the sound of melody! 
With trumpets and the sound of the 
horn make a joyful noise before the 
King, the Lord!  

 Psalm 100:1 – Make a joyful noise to 
the Lord, all the earth!  

 I Chronicles 15:16 – David also 
commanded the chiefs of the Levites to 
appoint their brothers as the singers 
who should play loudly on musical 
instruments, on harps and lyres and 
cymbals, to raise sounds of joy.  

 Colossians 3:16 – Let the word of Christ 
dwell in you richly, teaching and 
admonishing one another in all 
wisdom, singing psalms and hymns and 
spiritual songs, with thankfulness in 
your hearts to God.  

 Revelation 14:3 – and they were 
singing a new song before the throne 
and before the four living creatures and 
before the elders. No one could learn 
that song except the 144,000 who had 
been redeemed from the earth.  
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Music In The Bible continued from page 1. 

In Mathew 26:30, Christ and His disciples sang hymns after 
the last supper, and in Zephaniah, we read that God Himself 
sings over His people!  It is very clear in Scripture that 
singing and playing music is a gift from our Lord that is to be 
enjoyed and used in the worship of our heavenly Father. 
 

Music Styles 
There is a long history of debate over styles of music in the 
church.  Instruments, at one time, were said to be 
associated with immorality, solos were a form of worship of 
man, and new songs were not as good as the old standards. 
Hymns were accused of using rhymes and tunes of common 
songs. Organs were clearly the only proper instrument. And 
Christian rock is not a thing—it will ruin the world!   
 

Nearly thirty years ago, Markie and I took up the sport of 
SCUBA diving.  Our time near the beach resulted in our 
hearing a lot of reggae style music.  We often listen to music 
in our home, so we sought out Christian reggae style music 
for listening and to share with our three young boys.  One 
day our middle son came home and was quite excited.  He 
exclaimed “Mom, Mom, I just heard a Christian rock song!  
You know how all Christian songs are reggae! Well, this one 
was rock!”  We concluded that we might have been playing 
the reggae genre a little too frequently!  So, what is the 
proper style of music for worship?  Hymns?  Praise and 
Worship? Southern Gospel? Maybe, pop, metal or rap?  
Clearly reggae, but what about Gregorian chants?   
 

Pastor Ritch recently spoke on the impact that the 
Reformation had on our worship and singing.  He shared 
that prior to the reformation, music in the church was rich 
and beautiful, but only the monks and cantors in the church 
were allowed to perform—certainly not the lay people!  It 
was the Reformers that brought the music back to the 
people.  Martin Luther wrote music for the congregation to 
sing together in the worship of God.  Pastor Ritch shared a 
quote from Luther, stating that music was “a gift of God to 
be nurtured and used by man for his delight and edification, 
as a means for giving praise to the Creator, and as a vehicle 
for the proclamation of God’s Word.”  Words of truth from 
the Bible were put to song to help us in memorizing the 
Word of God. 
 
Theology Matters 
We can listen to individuals and groups sing, or to 
instruments playing, and marvel at the gifting with which 

the Lord has granted.  This can lead us in reverent awe and 
prayerful worship of our great Lord.  We can listen to choirs 
and Christian concerts of many different styles, and receive 
the joy of worshiping our Lord aloud and expressively in the 
company of others; or we can sit silently amongst a crowd, 
in quiet reflection on His working in our lives.  We can sing 
when we are overjoyed at the wonder and blessings that we 
receive from our Lord, or when we are overwhelmed by the 
struggles that we may endure in this world. All of these are 
done in worship of our great and steadfast Lord.   
 

Music and our singing together triggers emotions and helps 
us in memorization and recall. How wonderful that we can 
share the Gospel truth through singing and music, sharing 
the Good News with others and reminding ourselves as 
well.  Voicing praise and worship for our Heavenly Father is 
a joyful privilege, one that we share together.  As you sing, 
consider the joy in your own heart, but also of those around 
you.  Each of us has personal preferences with regards to 
styles; these are influenced by our own history and cultural 
preferences. The words that we sing should always be truth. 
Be discerning. Theology matters! 
 

Prayer Needed 
Like many of you, music and our worship has been on both 
my mind and my heart over this past year.  We will soon be 
seeking a shepherd for our worship and music ministry.  
Someone who can shepherd the whole church and is gifted 
in the area of music.  During this time, as you have been, 
please be praying.   
 Pray with the elders — as they continue to seek God’s 

will in our worship. 
 Pray for the soon to be selected search team — that the 

Lord would grant wisdom and unity as they seek out the 
person that God would have for us. 

 Pray for one another — that each person would find joy 
in singing and worshiping our great Lord. 

 Pray for the shepherd that God has already chosen for 
us — that they would have great joy and contentment as 
the Lord leads them to join us. 

 

A joyful church is a singing church.  Let us join together in 
expressing the joy that we have in our heavenly Father.  Let 
us draw closer to God and to one another, sharing the good 
news of the Gospel and remembering all that He has done. 

 

Let us all make a joyful noise unto the Lord!  
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Stewardship—A Goal For Life 
Pastor Joel Smith 

“Moreover 

it is 

required in 

stewards, 

that a man 

be found 

faithful.” 
 
I Corinthians 4:2 

A while ago, someone shared that they 

tithed regularly at their church and then 

went to the river boat and gambled with a 

portion of the money that was left. They 

ended with the question, “I give to God 

what is His and then have the right to do 

what I want with the rest—right?” What 

would your answer be to this person? 

First, let’s look at stewardship from the 

Matthew 25:14-30 passage. (I am indebted 

to Pastor Bill Goode for much of this 

material.)  Here we see several things: 

 

 We own nothing—God owns 

everything. 

 Everything we have has been entrusted 

to us by God. 

 We have a choice to use or not use 

what has been entrusted to us to either 

increase or diminish it. 

 God may call us to give account at any 

time for how we used what He 

entrusted to us. 
 

This passage reaches far beyond the use of 

money and other material things—it deals 

with the stewardship of our whole lives. 

What are some of the things with which 

God has entrusted you? How about 

friendships, service opportunities, your 

mind, using money wisely, using time 

profitably, your home, God’s truth, even 

trials—what are some other things you 

could list? 

I Corinthians 4:2 challenges us by stating, 

“Moreover it is required in stewards, that a 

man be found faithful.” Would you take a 

moment and list all the blessings that God 

has showered upon you. Then, list the 

areas in which you are being a faithful, 

growing steward. Next, star the areas in 

which you believe God would have you 

grow. Pray about these areas, asking God 

for His help. Then, decide when, where, 

and how you will begin your growth 

process and begin to implement it. 

So, how would you answer the person 

mentioned at the beginning of this article? 

May we each be wise stewards that can 

give a good account to our Lord and 

Savior (2 Corinthians 5:10). May the 

entirety of our lives reflect His glory.  

Tax-Smart Giving 

Your mailbox is probably getting filled with end-of-year giving requests.  As you consider other ministries, 
do take time to consider how you might give to your church first.  Your giving to Bethany is used to care 
for our local church ministry and over forty ministries around the world. 

Consider tax-smart giving which is cheaper and often easier than a cash gift.   With the stock market and 
CAT stock hitting record highs recently, charitable-minded givers should consider a gift of common stock.  
If you have held stock for more than one year, you can avoid the capital gains taxes associated with the 
sale of the stock and obtain a charitable deduction for up to the full fair market value of the stock. 

Another wise giving option, if you are over the age of 70½, is to gift your required minimum distribution 
(RMD) to the church directly and thus avoid the taxes associated with the required distribution—an option 
known as a qualified charitable distribution (QCD).  

Please contact Jan in the church office for assistance with these types of contributions.  



 . 

 Children’s Ministry Dates To Note 

Awana 

Dec. 13 Goofy Glasses Night 
Dec. 20 & 27 No Club  
Jan. 3 Awana Resumes 
Jan. 17 Pajama Night 
 

Sunday School 
Dec. 24 No Sunday School 
Dec. 31 No Sunday School 
Jan. 7 Sunday School Resumes 
 

Children's Church continues throughout the holidays. 
 

VBS Save-the-date July 9-13 
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PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, December 11 at 11am 

 

All seniors are invited to join us for a 
delicious Christmas lunch with ham 
and all the trimmings!  The Bethany 
Handbell Choir will provide beautiful 
music and we will sing Christmas 
carols together. 
 

Make plans to join us! RSVP to  
the church office at 692-1755.  

December & January Youth Calendar 

Dec. 6 Christmas Café, 6:15pm 
 SH Winter Camp Early Registration Deadline 
Dec. 10 SH Sharon Pines Christmas Party, time 
Dec. 13 No Youth Group 
Dec. 17 SH Winter Camp Registration Deadline 
Dec. 20 No Youth Group 
Dec. 27 No Youth Group 
Jan. 12-14 SH Winter Camp 
 

If you have questions, please contact  
Erin Blucker (erin@bethanycentral.org). 

Coffee with the Elders 
December 3 at 9:45am 

The elders have set the first Sunday of 
every even month as Coffee with 
the Elders in the Prayer Room from 9:45-10:45am. 
Everyone is invited to come and talk to the Elders about 
anything—question, concern, prayer, whatever.  Of 
course, this is not the only time elders are available, 
people can reach out to elders any time, but this is a 
regularly scheduled time/place to make it as easy as 
possible for people to meet with them on a Sunday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
A new semester begins in January!  Class meets on Monday evenings from 6-9pm at Bethany Baptist beginning  
January 15, 2018.  This semester we are offering Systematic Theology II which will be taught by Pastor Ritch. 
 

This course will examine what the Bible teaches in the following areas: 1) Salvation, with a continuation and 

coverage of topics not previously covered in Systematic Theology I; 2) Christ, an examination of the person and work 
of Christ; 3) The Holy Spirit, an examination of His person and work; 4) Christ’s Church, a study of the formation, 

nature and ministry of the church; and 5) Last Things, a treatment of future things, and God’s eternal kingdom.  A 

continual focus will be placed on how the student is to live, to the glory of God, as a result of a deepening 
understanding of these topics.  (Systematic Theology I is not a prerequisite for Systematic Theology II.) 
 

Textbook and Reading:  This class uses the book Systematic Theology by Wayne Gruden. Books are available for $26 
or they can be purchased online. 
 

To sign up for this class, please call the church office at 692-1755.  

Discovering Church Membership Class 
Saturday, January 20 from 8 to 11am 
 

If you are interested in joining the church or just 
learning more about Bethany, make plans to attend 
this class.  Please RSVP to Jennifer in the church office 
at jennifer@bethanycentral.org. 

A New Semester of Ladies’ Bible Studies 
Begin in January! 

Watch your Sunday bulletin and weekly email for 
details.  Information will also be available online at 
www.bethanycentral.org/ladies 
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 Adoption Is Not Plan B 

Adoption is not Plan B.  Plan A is for children to be nurtured by the father and mother whose love begot them.  

Adoption only exists because Plan A was broken, but that does not make it a second rate substitute.  Adoption is 

not Plan B, it’s redemption! 

The plans we like to make are always nice. Every detail is 

arranged in blissful, painless harmony.  On those irritating (and 

frequent) occasions when our fragile dreams are thwarted we 

wearily make the best of what was broken; Plan B. 

The plans God makes are always glorious.  Every detail is 

arranged with extravagant, lavish grace.  It’s a power so great 

that it does not need to avert brokenness, but simply 

overcomes it.  God steadfastly makes the best through what 

was broken; Redemption. 

By now your Plan A is probably just a tattered memory.  Plan B 

is a gnawing void. But God the Father has a different plan, a 

kind plan for the fullness of time. Adoption is not Plan B, it’s 

redemption! 

There are many ways to share the Father’s plan for adoption 

and redemption with the world.  This month, please pray 

specifically for those in this church family who are sharing 

through orphan care and ask God if He wants you to be part of 

His redemption of a child or family in need. 

For more information please contact Summer Hoyt 

(hoyts.underconstruction@gmail.com) or  

Ashley Stoltzfus (stoltzfus.ashley@gmail.com).  
 

Adoption / Foster Care / Safe Families / Family Friends 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every 
spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, even as 
he chose us in him before the foundation of the 
world, that we should be holy and blameless 
before him. In love he predestined us for 
adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according 
to the purpose of his will, to the praise of his 
glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in 
the Beloved. In him we have redemption 
through his blood, the forgiveness of our 
trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 
which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom and 
insight making known to us the mystery of his 
will, according to his purpose, which he set forth 
in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 

 
Ephesians 1:3-10, ESV 

By Dan Hoyt 
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Jerry Sanderson 
 jerry@bethanycentral.org 

The focus of Bethany's Men's Ministry is twofold: to bring together men of all ages to grow in relationship with Jesus 
Christ and to encourage men to be servant leaders in the church, in their families, and in their communities.  Here are a 
few of the opportunities for men to get involved at Bethany: 
 

 One-On-One and Group Discipleship — "Iron sharpens iron, and one man sharpens another." (Proverbs 27:17, ESV) 
Whether man to man or in a small group, discipleship at Bethany offers a place to be encouraged in your faith while 
helping to strengthen the men around you. If you are interested in learning more about this, contact Jerry Sanderson 
at jerry@bethanycentral.org.  

 Men's Bible Studies—Throughout the week, small groups of men gather regularly across the city to be challenged 
and encouraged in their faith through the regular study of God's Word. Please let us know if you are interested in 
serving in this ministry or if you desire to be connected in a group with other men in the church. To learn more, 
contact Pastor Jerry Sanderson at jerry@bethanycentral.org. 

 No Regrets Conference—The No Regrets Men’s Conference is an annual one-day event, designed to create an 
environment for men to be challenged in their relationship with the Lord at home, in the workplace, and in their 
ministry. It is held on the first Saturday of February. The next conference will take place on Saturday, February 3, 
2018.  (See details above.)  

 

Men’s Ministry 
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