
“if one has a complaint against 
another, forgiving each other; as the 
Lord has forgiven you, so you also 
must forgive.”  (Colossians 3:13, ESV) 
 
Such simple, clear words to us, His 
church.  Yet I have never experienced 
a church that was not damaged by 
willful refusal to receive them with a 
humble heart.  A heart of stone 
whispers, “Gaze upon the darkness 

of your offender’s sin.  Do not avert 
your eyes for a minute from the 
cause of your hurt.  Demand justice!  
Require payment in full!”  The heart 
of flesh that God gives His people 
replies, “Look upon Jesus and His 

atoning death.  Hear Him as He cries 
out in agony over the punishment 
that the Father requires from Him in 
your stead.  Hear Him as He speaks 
forgiveness to those near Him who 
pierced His flesh with thorns, whip 
and nails.  Hear Him speak complete 

cleansing over every stain upon your 
sin-blotted soul.  Will not redeeming 
love now be your theme?”  
 
Forgiveness from God is 
foundational to our relationship 
with Him.  Forgiveness toward one 
another is foundational to our 
worship of Him. 
 
If we really want to know what God 

means when He calls us to forgive 
one another, we need to fix our eyes 
upon Jesus.  When we plunge 
ourselves beneath the blood of Jesus, 
we take upon ourselves the mantle 
to communicate the greatness of His 

forgiveness by granting forgiveness 
to all those who wrong us.  Our 
power to forgive others is fueled by 
Jesus’ wondrous forgiveness of our 
own sins.  Let us consider four words 
that describe Jesus’ forgiveness given 
to us.  May these words empower 
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Forgiveness continued from page 1. 

our forgiveness and loosen the chains that holds 
resentment and bitterness fast to our souls. 
 

Word #1: Costly.   Jesus’ forgiveness is free to us, but 

so costly to Him. Jesus suffered infinitely, not for His 
own sins, but for ours.  As we look upon the price He 
willingly paid to free us of our sin’s debt, we learn 
something of the forgiveness we might offer others.  To 
offer forgiveness is to freely pay what the offender 
owes as the result of their sin against us.  Our 
forgiveness does not mean that God releases them 
from the penalty due to His Law, but it means we 
release them from the penalty due to us.   

 
The cost of forgiveness is often unimaginably great.  
The cost is what caused C. S. Lewis to write, 

“Forgiveness is beautiful, until you have something to 
forgive.”  At the point when we consider the emotional 
and personal cost that forgiveness will exact from us, 
our flesh screams in painful defiance, “But it would not 
be right to release them from the guilt of their sin 
toward me and of the separation that their sin caused!”  
We must look to Jesus to find the answer to our flesh’s 
rejection of a forgiving spirit. 
 

“… forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive.” 
 

Word #2: Complete.  Jesus forgives not in part, but the 
whole.  Every sin and every part of every sin is 
cancelled.  He says, “My blood covers everything!  I will 
remember your sin no more!”  He will never whisper 
even a shadow of our sin’s guilt over us.  

 
From the completeness of His forgiveness we learn that 
partial forgiveness is not true forgiveness.  Forgiveness 
never releases someone for most of the offenses that 
they have committed, but holds on to a few particular 
abuses.  Love keeps no record of wrongs suffered.  All 

sin is completely devoured by the blood of Jesus.  Not 
one part of our sin escapes the blood’s cleansing 
power. This is the completeness of true forgiveness. 
 

“… forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive.” 
 
Word #3: Continual.  Jesus does not forgive, afterwards 
change his mind, and then accuse us.  One has said that 
God throws our sins into the depths of the sea and 
places a sign that reads, “No fishing!”   
 
In our flesh, we are so prone to take back our 
commitment to forgive another person.  We say, “OK.  I 
forgive you.”  And we genuinely mean it!  But 
forgiveness does not always release us from the pain of 
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… forgiving each other; 
as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive. 
 

Colossians 3:13, ESV 

Continued on page 3. 
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their sin.  I wish forgiveness were that easy!!  Often 
the pain the wrongdoer's offense created persists and 

may even deepen with time.  And when the pain of 
the offender’s sin washes over us the next morning or 
next week or even years after, we are tempted to 

retreat from forgiveness.  By God’s grace, we must 
renew the commitment we originally made to forgive 
or we will be guilty of having promised forgiveness and 

not delivered it.   
 

Forgiveness is a commitment of our future selves to 
daily release the offender from the guilt and 
separation his/her sins deserve.  Depending upon how 

hurtful the offense, forgiveness may require that we 
release the offender over and over for the rest of our 
lives.   
 

“… forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive.” 
 

Word #4:  Compassionate.   Jesus’ forgiveness is 
always warm-hearted.  His forgiveness is never served 

cold.  It is the kind of forgiveness that longs for 

restored relationship. It does not say, “Hey, I forgive 
you, but just keep your distance.”  Someone protests, 

“But trust takes time to be restored.”  Yes, but love 
does not.  Jesus’ forgiveness is born out of genuine 
love for us, not out of obligation!   

 
The father of the prodigal went beyond accepting his 
son back home.  He lavished compassion and love 

upon him.  He said, “But the father said to his 
servants, ‘Bring quickly the best robe, and put it on 
him, and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet. 
And bring the fattened calf and kill it, and let us eat 
and celebrate. For this my son was dead, and is alive 
again; he was lost, and is found.’ And they began to 

celebrate.” (Luke 15:22–24, ESV) 
 

God loves cheerful forgivers!  We forgive with thankful 
hearts to the Lord who in love forgave us so much! 
Freely we have received forgiveness from our Lord, 

freely we offer it to one another. 
 

“… forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, 
so you also must forgive.”  
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Sunday, February 4 at 9:45am 
In the Library Area Near the Fireplace 
 

The elders have set the first Sunday of every even 
month as Coffee with the Elders in the Prayer Room 
from 9:45-10:45am. Everyone is invited to come and 
talk to the Elders about anything—question, concern, 
prayer, whatever.  Of course, this is not the only 
time elders are available, people can reach out 
to elders any time, but this is a regularly scheduled 
time/place to make it as easy as possible for people to 
meet with them on a Sunday.  

Sports Opportunities  
at Bethany offer a unique 
opportunity to glorify God by 
providing an environment where 
adults can connect, be 
welcomed to the church, and 
build community. 

The following opportunities currently exist: 

 Co-ed Indoor Soccer:  RESOLVEDto and the College 
ministry invite all adults for indoor co-ed soccer 
on Tuesday nights from 6:30-9:00pm. All abilities 
welcome. 

 Dodgeball League:  Sundays from 4-7pm beginning 
February 11 through March 18. Co-ed teams will 
consist of at least six players. Sign up a team or 
individually and we will put you on a team. Space is 
limited to 8 teams. Cost is $5 per person. Contact 
kari@bethanycentral.org to sign up or with 
questions. 

 Co-ed Open Gym Volleyball:  Thursdays from 
6:30-8:30pm March 1, 15, 29, and April 12. All 
adults college-age and up are invited to play. 
Contact kari@bethanycentral.org for details.  

Legacy Grandparenting Conference 2018 
Saturday, February 24 from 9 am until 3pm   
Edgewood Baptist Church — Rock Island IL 

It's time to share a vision for Biblical grandparenting.  
Grandparents have an amazing potential to spiritually 
influence their grandchildren. Too often grandparents 
can get caught up in the retirement culture and miss 
out on investing in the faith-life of their grandchildren.   
 

We invite you to join us as the Legacy Grandparenting 
Conference comes to the Quad Cities, with speakers 
Larry Fowler and Josh Mulvihill.  The cost is $35 per 
person, optional Chick fil A box lunch is available for $5.  
Transportation provided from Bethany departing at 
7:30am. 

To register email: laura@bethanycentral.org or call the 
church office at (309) 692-1755. 

If you have questions contact lyall@bethanycentral.org. 

Awana Calendar 
 

Wednesday Family Meals have 
resumed! Join us from 5:00-5:30pm 
each week.  RSVP online or on the 
Communication Card in your bulletin. 
 

February  21 Silly Socks Night 
March 14 All Uniform Night (Everyone wear your 
  Awana uniform for a group picture! ) 
March  21 OFF Spring Break 



Sundays at 9:45am — February 18, 25 & March 4 

If you are interested in joining the church or just 
learning more about Bethany, plan to attend.  
Please RSVP to jennifer@bethanycentral.org.  
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Senior adults are invited to join us for this 
presentation on Successful Aging.  Bethany’s own, 

Trent Gerig, Physical Therapist, will be sharing about: 
how to stay safe, fall prevention, fitness/wellness, 
scam prevention, and steps to help you remain in 

your home for as long as possible. We will also enjoy 
a  delicious meal and warm fellowship.   

To sign up, call the church office at 692-1755. 
 

Also, mark your calendar for our March PrimeTime 
which will be held on Monday, March 19 at 11am. 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, February 19 

at 11am in the Sr. High Room 

ASL Level I Class  
 

Sign On will be offering a 4-week ASL 
class at Bethany on Mondays from 
6 to 7pm (Feb. 5, 12, 19, and 26).  
 

This class introduces basic information about American 
Sign Language.  The American Manual Alphabet, 
approximately 100 ASL vocabulary words, and numbers 
one through ten will be introduced. Students will 
develop expressive and receptive ASL vocabulary skills 
by review and reinforcement. This is a great 
opportunity for increasing Gospel outreach to those 
who are deaf.   
 

Sign On charges a class fee of approximately $90 for 
this class. For more information or to sign up, contact 
Bonnie Abel at 397-5286. 

Grandparents @ Prayer  

Mondays at 11am 
Feb. 12 & 26 and March 12 & 26 

In the Prayer Room 
 

Discover the great blessing of praying with other 
grandparents for our grandchildren!  We can make a 

significant difference in the world by praying regularly 
and deliberately for our grandchildren and their 

parents.  Please contact Rod Abel at 309-253-1618 or 
rodbonabel@comcast.net for more information. 

Student Ministries Calendar 
 

2/7  IMPACT Meeting @ 8-9pm 
2/9  SH Guys Cook for Girls @ 6-9pm 
3/7  IMPACT Meeting @ 8-9pm 
3/14  Engage @ 6:15-9pm 
3/18  SH Pancake Breakfast @ 9:45-10:45am 
3/18  Elevate Trampoline Park (time TBD) 

3/21  NO Youth Group 
Got questions?  Contact erin@bethanycentral.org or 

josh@bethanycentral.org. 
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The Messiah 

Sunday, March 25 
Augustana College—Rock Island, IL 
Bus leaves Bethany at 1 pm 
Cost:  $20; $16 for age 60 and above 
 

Join us for the glorious performance of Handel’s 
classic Messiah at Augustana College. The  200-
member Handel Oratorio Society and professional 
Handel Oratorio Society Chamber Orchestra will 
perform this masterwork.  
 

To register email laura@bethanycentral.org or call 
the church office at (309) 692-1755. If you have 
questions contact lyall@bethanycentral.org. 

If you have questions or would like 
to volunteer for a shift, please 

contact Kari Rabenhorst at 
kari@bethanycentral.org. 

KKK      Z IDIDID         ONEONEONE 

You’re invited to join us at the Shoppes at Grand 
Prairie for this fun, family-event featuring face 
painting, music, popcorn, candy, games and 
inflatables!  There are still be opportunities for 
additional volunteers to serve at a game, craft or 
activity station if you would like to reach out to the 
community and serve our neighbors through this 
event. Volunteers serve from 9am to Noon or 11:30am 
to 2:30pm.   

 
 

Saturday, March 3 at 10am, in the Café  
Chelsea and her fiancé Ben Inman are 
registered at Bed Bath & Beyond and 
www.Amazon.com. 
Hosted by: Chelsea’s friends 
 

 

New Ladies’ Study Begins March 27  
 

A Life Beyond Amazing  by Dr. David Jeremiah 
Led by Lona Hudson, this study meets Tuesdays from 
12-2pm, March 27 through May 29. This study answers 
the questions that keep us up at night and shows that 
the way forward is in knowing who we are in Christ 
and why living in that knowledge matters. In this study, 
Dr. David Jeremiah challenges us to make nine 
important decisions that will transform our hearts.  

Register online at www.bethanycentral.org/ladies 
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8:30 AM — 4:00 PM 
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