
This week a friend shared with me 
how his walk with God has slowly 
drifted from being fervent to being 
feeble.  He longed for the time when 
he prayed fervently, he praised 
constantly, and he pursued God with 
joyful passion.  With this spiritual 
longing in his voice, he spoke of his 
desire to return to former days of 
lively fellowship with God.   

The struggle my friend described is 
one with which I am also acquainted.  
Our pursuit of God will never be an 
easy stroll, but rather an earnest 
struggle.  Our flesh is weak.  Satan is 
strong.  Our world is not a friend to 
God.  So we must fight to pursue the 
joy of fellowship with our great God.  
Yet we are more than conquerors 
through Christ Jesus our Lord!  We 
look past our own failings to Jesus’ 
power and victory! 

When we drift spiritually, do not be 
discouraged.  Remember that the 
Christian life is a series of new 

beginnings.  We do not stop fighting 
for fellowship with God simply 
because we have fallen down . . . 
even when we fall for the thousandth 
time.  Perseverance is central to our 
progress.  God says,  “for the 
righteous falls seven times and rises 
again . . .” (Proverbs 24:16 ESV). 

So we ask, “How might I rise up and 
walk with God again?”  Several years 
ago, I read some counsel that 
encouraged me in how I might order 
my day to keep God in focus.  The 
text was from Richard Baxter, a 17th 
century Puritan pastor who wrote on 
the subject, “How to Spend a Day 
with God.”  Baxter was writing to 
encourage Christians to make each 
day a God-exalting one.  He calls us 
to some daily habits that keep us 
connected to God’s grace for our 
growth.  I have paraphrased Baxter 
and put a more modern form to his 
words with the hope that you will 
benefit as much as I did from Baxter’s 
thoughts. 
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Daily Pursuit continued from page 1. 

pure, true and gracious.  Strengthen yourself against 
bitterness and anger that will keep you from loving 
others. 

8. Meditation:  Invest some time in this day to think 
about the infinite goodness and sovereignty of God.  
Think deeply about Jesus and His work on the cross.  
Consider heaven and how unworthy you are of going 
there.  Thank God for His grace. 

9. Time:  Place a high value on your time and guard it 
jealousy.  The time God gives you is very finite and 
more valuable than money.  Do not let worthless 
recreations, idle conversation, unprofitable social 
events, or sleep rob your time.   

10. Eating and Drinking:  Eat and drink sensibly and with 
thankfulness for your health.  Never satisfy your 
appetite in food or drink when it will be detrimental 
to your health.  Avoid being like the people Paul 
described as ones “whose end is destruction, whose 
God is their belly.”  (Phil. 3:18-19) 

11. Sin:  If you do sin in this day, repent quickly, whatever 
the cost.  It will cost you much more to continue in 
your sin than to repent of it.  Do not make light of 
habitual sins as though they are not deadly, but 
confess them and put them to death by striving 
against them in God’s strength.  

12. Relationships:  Honor God through the special duties 
in the relationships that God has given you whether 
spouse, children, employer, employee, parents, 
pastors, friends, or enemies. 

13. Bedtime:  Before going to sleep , review your actions 
and the mercies of God in this day just ending.  
Renew your repentance and resolve to obedience.  
Examine yourself to see whether your soul grew 
stronger or weaker and whether you are prepared for 
eternity.  Thank God for all His blessings.   

 

May these encouragements be engraved on your mind 
and practiced each day for the greater holiness and 
fruitfulness of your life, and for the readiness of your 
death.   In this way you will enjoy God and rejoice in the 
life that He has given you.  

A holy life is made more possible by the planning and 
structure of our daily habits.  Therefore, I give some brief 
encouragements to help you pursue a godly life every 
day. 

1. Sleep:  Sleep the appropriate amount of time each 
evening.  If you sleep too long, you will waste 
precious morning opportunities to talk with God and 
listen to Him through His Word.  If you sleep too 
little, your body will suffer from illness and lack of 
energy. 

2. First Thoughts:  Give God your first thoughts in the 
morning.  Let your heart give immediate thanks for 
the rest you enjoyed and call upon Him to help you in 
the challenges you will face this new day.  Think how 
you might have spent that night in misery or pain 
and thank Him for your comforts.  Think also of how 
quickly your days and nights are passing and how 
soon your last night on earth will come!  Prepare 
your soul for such a time and focus on your Savior. 

3. Prayer:  Let your first action of the day be to talk with 
God.  Before you speak to other people, speak to 
your Lord. 

4. Family Worship:  Gather your family together early 
before school and work.  This is the time of day that 
will be most likely free of interruptions and 
scheduling conflicts. 

5. Purpose:  Remember why God created you and gave 
you life!  Let your one passion be to glorify God and 
enjoy Him in this new day.  Do nothing that will 
divide your heart and rob you of the pleasure of 
walking with God. 

6. Diligence:  Make the most of your opportunities to 
work as God intends.  Refuse the temptation toward 
idleness and ease.  Do not waste the time God gives 
you, but be diligent. 

7. Temptation:  Recognize and acknowledge the 
temptations that war against your own soul.   Watch 
against the master sins of unbelief:  hypocrisy, pride, 
self-will, and the love of earthly things.  Take care 
that greed does not gain strength in your heart.  
Watch over your tongue that your words will be 
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PrimeTime 
Fellowship 

Monday, August 20  
11am Sr. High Room 

Senior adults are invited to join us for 
sweet fellowship and a delicious 

lunch.   To sign up, call the church 
office at 692-1755. 

Also, mark your calendar for our Sep. 
PrimeTime which will be held 

Monday, September 17 at 11am. 

Student Ministries 
Calendar 
 

August 
1 SummerFest at BBC, 6:15pm 
8 SummerFest @ Peoria Palace 
 Skate Rink, 6:15pm 
12 SH Lake Hangout at BBC, 6pm 
15  NO YG 
22  Fall Kickoff at BBC, 6:15pm 
29 Youth Group, 6:15pm 

September 
5 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT Meeting, 8pm 
12 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
19  Youth Group, 6:15pm 
26 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
29 SH IMPACT Day Trip, 8am (tentative) 
 

erin@bethanycentral.org 
josh@bethanycentral.org 

Sundays 9:45am—August 12, 19 & 26 
If you are interested in joining the 
church or just learning more about 

Bethany, plan to attend.  Please RSVP 
to jennifer@bethanycentral.org.  

                     Beautiful Feet                                   by Rod Abel 

Do you have beautiful feet? I must confess that as a letter carrier with the U.S. Postal Service for 27 years, my feet 
weren’t always beautiful. In fact, they sometimes were anything but that. I’ve experienced pretty much all the 
ailments feet can have! Over the years I’ve learned the secret of having “beautiful feet” is found in Isaiah 52:7 “… How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him who brings good news, who publishes peace, who brings good news 
of happiness, who publishes salvation.” 

Volunteering in an Awana program was one of the starting points for me in developing “beautiful feet.”  I learned how 
to share the Gospel, countless tips on effective Bible memorization, and gained valuable experience in developing 
heart connections with others. Eventually it turned into a destiny as I now lead Kidz Heart Ministries. So this year, why 
don’t you take the plunge and join Bethany’s Awana team? You too, can have “beautiful feet!”  It starts by signing up 
during August registration, or you can call me at 309-253-1618 and we can talk about it. Do you realize as your 
AWANA clubbers gather around you, that one of your “own” kids may be the next Billy Graham? Oh the hands, the 
feet, the minds, and the souls that we have the privilege of guiding! Our clubbers are watching us. They are seeing our 
Christian example, our commitment to the Lord, our faithful witness. They are storing all that away in their hearts, and 
someday they’ll become great men and women of God. Let’s never forget the precious privilege that is ours, and the 
solemn responsibility we carry as our clubbers gather each week for AWANA! LET’S HAVE BEAUTIFUL FEET! 

 

 

 

 
Sunday, September 30 @ 9:45am 

Parents wishing to have a child 
dedicated should plan to attend this 
class in the Conference Room. We 
will cover what child dedication is, 
basic parenting principles, and an 

overview of Bethany resources. The 
next Parent/Child Dedication will be 
held on Sunday, October 14. Call the 
church office at 692-1755 to sign up. 

Hats of Hope  
Saturday, August 4 and September 8 
from 9 to 11am in Room 815 
 

Use your gifts and talents in sewing 
and knitting, or simply cut fabric and 
make fabric flowers for hats for 
cancer patients.  
Yarn and materials are 
supplied if you desire 
to make hats at home. 
 

Contact:  Holly Miller 
at 648-1693. 

 

 

 
 

Sunday, August 5 @ 9:45am 
 

You’re invited to join us in the library 
area near the fireplace to talk to the 
elders about any question, concern 
or prayer request you may have.   

Baby Shower 
for Megan Kieser  
 

Saturday, August 11 
11am in the Café  
 

All ladies are invited to a Baby Shower 
for Megan Kieser. Andy & Megan are 
expecting a baby boy in October.  
They are registered at Amazon.com 
and Target. 

Upcoming AWANA Dates to Note: 
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Parent Registration Night 
Wednesday, August 22, 5:45-7:30pm 

First Night of Club 

Wednesday, August 29 at 6:15pm 
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