
As a teenager, I read a biography of 
J. Hudson Taylor that strengthened 
my faith and impacted my 
understanding of Christian ministry.   
At 22 years of age, God sent Taylor 
from his home in England to bring 
the Gospel to inland China.  As I 
read stories of Taylor’s faith in the 
Lord and zeal for the Lord, my soul 
was stirred with a passion to give 
my life to whatever God would call 
me to do.  Though Taylor was born 
130 years before me, his story 
seemed so relevant to where I was.  
Early in his ministry, Taylor became 
conscious of the danger of using 
human methods to accomplish 
God’s work.  One of his most 
famous maxims captures his 
determination to rest in God’s 
means to bring people to Christ, 
“Depend on it. God's work done in 
God's way will never lack God's 
supply.”   

As we study the life of Moses on 
Sunday mornings, this principle has 
been rolling through my heart.  

Moses seems to have learned it late 
in his life.  When Moses was around 
40 years old, he saw an Egyptian 
beating an Israelite slave.  He 
intervened to deliver the Hebrew by 
killing the Egyptian.  Moses was 
right to defend the Hebrew from 
the brutal beating.  Moses was also 
right to desire deliverance for the 
whole of the people of God from 
the bonds of Egypt.  But Moses was 
wrong in his method.  Moses relied 
upon his Egyptian training as a 
warrior to bring God’s deliverance 
to this man.  Moses did what the 
wisdom of Egypt taught him to do in 
order to set this situation right.  
Egypt’s wisdom was to confront 
force with greater force.  And Moses 
was the greater force. 

From reading this story in Exodus 2, 
we see that Moses looked this way 
and that way before striking down 
the Egyptian.  Sadly, Moses did not 
first look up!!  He was moved by the 
need, but he was not led by God.   

Continued on page 2. 
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God’s Work, God’s Ways continued from page 1. 

demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your 
faith might not rest in the wisdom of men but in the 
power of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:1–5, ESV) 

After Moses’ failure, God put him in a Midian 
wilderness for 40 years.  Why?  God set Moses in the 
desert of Midian to be cleansed of self-reliance.   
Moses had to be cleansed of Egypt’s ways and wisdom 
in order to learn God’s ways and wisdom.  He had to 
lose his confidence in himself in order to find 
confidence in God.  After 40 years of humbling, Moses 
will rely wholly on God’s means when he confronts the 
next Pharaoh.   

How do we apply the principle that God’s work must 
be done in God’s ways?  As we commit ourselves to 
God’s work, let us ask Him for wisdom so that we only 
use His ways.  Let us ask Him for conviction to refuse 
man’s ways to accomplish His goals.  Let us be more 
devoted to the God of the work than to the work of 
God.  When we are more devoted to the work of God 
than we are to the God of the work, we will 
compromise in our methods.   

The danger of compromise prowls in every church.  
This danger is so subtle because man’s methods often 
appear to be so fruitful.  We see the Egyptian dead and 
the Hebrew walking home protected and think, “God 
must be in that!!”  But the Day will show each man’s 
work for what it is!  Pray for your church and for her 
leaders!!  Ask God to give them faith and conviction to 
do everything for the glory of God.  

Friends, we do not advance the work of God by killing 
Egyptians. God’s work must be done in God’s ways in 
order to bring glory to God.  It may appear for a time 
that we can accomplish God’s work through human 
means, but this is only a mirage.  For one full day, 
Moses believed he accomplished God’s work of 
deliverance through the human means of killing the 
Egyptian.  But the next day, his human success 
crumbled under his feet.    

When we are engaged in the work of God, we feel 
strong temptation to be pragmatic and say, “Whatever 
works is fine.”  But God’s goal is not simply to deliver 
man from sin and oppression.  God’s goal in our work 
for Him is to bring lasting deliverance and to bring 
glory to His own Name.   

God’s methods for accomplishing His work are 
revealed to us in the Gospel.  God uses the cross of 
Jesus, the hope of the resurrection, the power of His 
Word, the prayerful dependence of His people, the 
broken, humble repentance from our own sins, the 
devotion to simple obedience and a passion for God’s 
glory.   

Paul describes his ministry:  “And I, when I came to 
you, brothers, did not come proclaiming to you the 
testimony of God with lofty speech or wisdom. For I 
decided to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ 
and Him crucified. And I was with you in weakness and 
in fear and much trembling, and my speech and my 
message were not in plausible words of wisdom, but in 
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“God’s work must be done in God’s ways in 

order to bring glory to God.” 

Continued on page 3. 



A. W. Tozer was a pastor who died in 1963.  
But he saw new trends in Christian ministry 
in his day that troubled him.  He believed 
that the church was attempting to do 
God’s work in man’s ways.  I think he has a 
word for us to consider in 2018. 

“It is now common practice in most 
evangelical churches to offer the people, 
especially the young people, a maximum of 
entertainment and a minimum of serious 
instruction. It is scarcely possible in most 
places to get anyone to attend a meeting 
where the only attraction is God. One can 
only conclude that God's professed children 
are bored with Him, for they must be 
wooed to meeting with a stick of striped 
candy in the form of religious movies, 
games and refreshments. 

This has influenced the whole pattern of 
church life, and even brought into being a 
new type of church architecture, designed 
to house the golden calf. 

So we have the strange anomaly of 
orthodoxy in creed and heterodoxy in 
practice. The striped-candy technique has 
been so fully integrated into our present 
religious thinking that it is simply taken for 
granted. Its victims never dream that it is 
not a part of the teachings of Christ and His 
apostles. 

Any objection to the carryings on of our 
present gold-calf Christianity is met with 
the triumphant reply, "But we are winning 
them!" And winning them to what? To true 
discipleship? To cross-carrying? To self-
denial? To separation from the world? To 
crucifixion of the flesh? To holy living? To 
nobility of character? To a despising of the 
world's treasures? To hard self-discipline? 
To love for God? To total committal to 
Christ? Of course the answer to all these 
questions is no.” 

“Depend on it. God's work done in God's 
way will never lack God's supply.”   
J. Hudson Taylor  

God’s Work cont’d from page 2. 
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Safe Families: Sharing Life 
Every time my husband walks into the DMV and sees people of every color, language, education level, and 
financial status, he says something like “I always forget that this group represents the average Peorian.” When we 
worship, work, go to school, shop, and live with and near people who are similar to us, it IS easy to forget the rest 
of our community. The ministry of Safe Families has allowed us to cross over those manmade categories of people 
and not just remember that they exist, but actually know and love them. In a nutshell, Safe Families is a ministry 
of the local church that helps keep children safe and families together while parents are working through some 
kind of crisis. The church provides a host family for the kids, a coach for the parent(s), and family friends for the 
host family and placing family. Here are two of my favorite stories (names and identifying details have been 
changed) … 

Tasha came onto our radar years ago; she was unemployed, living in her car, and in a very scary relationship. Her 
oldest child had been abused and neglected and her younger child came with mold in her hair. Tasha did not meet 
any of the goals she was hoping to meet in the established time, and she continued to put her children in danger. 
She was also very unkind to her host family. If it hadn’t been for her Safe Families Coach, I believe we would have 
contacted DCFS, and Tasha would have taken her kids, hidden, and moved once again. Instead, we prayed harder. 
And God in His great grace answered. One of Tasha’s children became a believer while in her Safe Families host 
home! Fast forward to this year: Tasha got married! Her children have been in the same home and school for two 
years and seem to be thriving. Her family is very open to hearing about Jesus’ love and is slowly getting 
comfortable attending church events.  

Nichole moved to Peoria to get away from her past life. She enrolled in a 2-year college program and got a job 
right away. She realized that her former network of friends and family was not a safe option for her, so she 
reached out to Safe Families for help with her kids when she was in the hospital or needed to move or was 
struggling getting some study time in for her finals. Nichole moved into her own house this year and graduated! In 
the past six months she has developed some significant and on-going health issues and it is a relief for her to 
know that she has a safe and loving option for her kids. 

Tasha and Nichole are a sweet blessing to each of us who call them friends. Their lives have been so hard, and 
there is so much they have taught us through their experiences. Another beautiful part of ministering in Safe 
Families is watching how God is increasing the faith of His servants. In spite of miscommunications and 
inconveniences, (not to mention head lice and diarrhea) the volunteers keep volunteering, and God keeps 
showing us more of Himself. Most of the families who have come through Safe Families are still struggling with 
the same hardships they had before they met us. We constantly need the reminder that our amazing Lord is the 
One who is in charge of the harvest. 

We would love for you to join us as we follow Jesus’ example and bring good news to the poor, bind up the 
brokenhearted, proclaim liberty to the captives and opening of prison to those who are bound, and proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favor. (Is 61:1-2) There are many big and little ways to volunteer with Safe Families. If God is 
leading you to find out more, please call the church or email: safefamilies@bethanycentral.org.  

Written by Ginger Burke. Inspired by a tired but joy-filled group of Christ followers including: Mick & Jessica Dobra, Terry & Karye 
Setterlund, John & Holly Zimmerman, Cindy King, Jon & Michelle Gladstone, and maybe YOU in the coming year. ;)  
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PrimeTime Fellowship 
 

Monday, October 22 
11am Sr. High Room 

All ages are welcome to join our seniors for this special 
GO Conference edition of PrimeTime!  We will enjoy 
sweet fellowship and a delicious lunch and hear from 

our visiting GO Partners. To sign up, please call the 
church office at 692-1755. 

Also, mark your calendar for our November PrimeTime 
which will be held Monday, November 12 at 11am. 

Student Ministries Calendar 
 

October 
3 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT 8:00pm 
7  SH Sunday School Pancake Breakfast, 9:45am 
10 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
17 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
24 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
31 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 

November 
7  Community Event Night 
14 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT, 8:00pm 
21 NO Youth Group 
25 SH Pancake Breakfast 
28  Youth Group, 6:15pm 

Sundays 9:45am—October 28, Nov. 4 & 11 
 

If you are interested in joining the church or just 
learning more about Bethany, plan to attend.  
Please RSVP to jennifer@bethanycentral.org.  

Hats of Hope  
Saturday, October 6 & November 3 
from 9 to 11am in Room 815 
 

Use your gifts and talents in sewing 
and knitting, or simply cut fabric and 
make fabric flowers for hats for 
cancer patients.  
Yarn and materials are supplied if 
you desire to make hats at home. 
 

Contact:  Holly Miller at 648-1693. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

You’re invited to join us in the library area near the 
fireplace to talk to the elders about any question, 

concern or prayer request you may have.   
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Awana is our mid-week ministry 
to 3 year olds* up through 
6th  Grade. Awana meets on 
Wednesdays at 6:15pm 

Theme Nights & Calendar: 
Oct 24:  Global Outreach Night 
Oct. 31:  No Club  
Nov. 14:   Operation Christmas Child Shoebox Night 
Nov. 21:  No Club 
 

Family Meals are served in the gym on Wednesdays 
from 5:00-5:45pm for a suggested donation of $3 per 
person/$15 per family maximum. 

Sunday, October 7 @ 9:45am 

Women’s Coffee & Canvas 
October 12 from 7-9pm at Bethany 

Ladies, join us for a guided painting 
class led by Heather Donnelli. 

In addition Kayla Phillips will share 
about Glorifying God through Creativity.  

All painting skill levels are welcome! Cost is $10 
(includes all supplies, snacks, and coffee).  

Register and pay online at bethanycentral.org/women 
by October 8. Limited spots are available 

so sign up today!  

Come discover the great blessing 
of praying with other 
grandparents for our 
grandchildren! As grandparents, 
we can make a significant 
difference in the world by praying regularly and 
deliberately for our grandchildren and their parents. 
We have an opportunity to powerfully touch the lives 
of another generation for eternity.  

Join us in the Prayer Room at 11am on: 
Oct. 8 & 22  Nov. 12 & 26 



Page ii 

College Care Packages 

Did you know that our church has nearly 100 college students?   

In November we will be sending them care packages from our church body.  We are collecting 
miscellaneous food, snack, and fun items to send in boxes to our college students. Donations 
can be dropped off at the Welcome Center now through October 28.   For more information, 
contact Kari in the church office at kari@bethanycentral.org.  
 

Your donations are an encouragement to our students!  We’ve heard from some over the years: 

“Thank you so much for the care package! It’s nice to know that I’m still loved and cared for! You guys mean a lot to me.”  

“Thank you so much for my college goodie box! I really appreciate it. The snacks will last me a long time, and will be nice during 
late-night study sessions! This was such an encouragement to me. College has been a difficult adjustment, but God is teaching 
me things and revealing Himself.” 

“Thank you so much for the amazing care 
package you sent me! I enjoyed the 
treats in the package as well as the 
thoughtfulness of so many people at 
Bethany. It’s nice to know that I’m not 
‘forgotten’ while I’m away at school.”  

“Thank you so much for sending me 
that amazing package—it was such 
an encouragement! It is so great to 
know that our church family prays 
for us and cares about us!” 

“Thank you for ministering to our spirits 
(and our bellies) by sending a mid-
semester care package! We are grateful 
to know that there is a support system 
of prayer in Peoria that is helping us get 
through the ‘home stretch.’” 

Share the love of Jesus, 
through the power of a simple gift,  

with children around the world. 

1. Pick up an Operation Christmas Child box at 
church (or use a shoe box). 

2. Select a quality “wow” toy such as a doll, 
soccer ball with pump, or stuffed animal. 

3. Fill with other fun toys, hygiene items, and 
school supplies. 

4. Pray for the child who will receive your gift. 
Include a personal note and photo. 

5. Return your box to church during the 
collection period with a $9 donation to cover 
shipping and Samaritan’s Purse project costs. 

Do Not Include:  Candy; toothpaste; used or damaged items; war-related 
items (toy guns, knives, military figures, etc.); chocolate or food; 

fruit rolls/ fruit snacks; drink mixes; liquids or lotions; medications 
or vitamins; glass items (snow globes); aerosol cans. 

 
 

Boxes can be dropped off 
at Bethany anytime from 

October 7—November 11. 
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Sunday, November 18 
at 5:30pm in the Gym  

Join us for this special time 
of sharing a meal and 
giving thanks to God for His 
provision for us in this past 
year. Turkey and beverage 
will be provided. Bring any 
two of:  veggie, salad, 
dessert.  RSVP online or on 
an upcoming  insert in the 
Sunday worship bulletin. 

FeastFeast  ofof  

ThanksThanks  


