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Christmas is a season of worship.  
We do not need much for Christmas 
to be filled with real joy, but we do 
need worship.  Christmas without 
the exchange of a single gift is still 
Christmas.  Christmas without 
turkey and a feast is still Christmas.  
Christmas without lights and a tree 
is still Christmas.  Christmas without 
family gathered together is still 
Christmas.   Christmas without 
picture and play is still Christmas.  
Christmas without snow is still 
Christmas.  BUT Christmas without 
worship is not Christmas.  It 
becomes a fragile shell of hope 
when it is divorced from the true 
worship of the living God.  It ceases 
to be the thing that God made it to 
be.  It loses its power to transform 
darkness to light. 

From the advent of Jesus into this 
world, God set worship at the center 
of Christmas.  The Christmas story 
has many interesting features... a 
priest made mute, a virgin 
betrothed, an astounding 
declaration to Mary from an angel, a 
message to Joseph in a dream, a 
census from Caesar, shepherds in a 
field, an inn too full,  a manger of 
hay, wise men from the east, a ruler 

consumed with cruel pride, great 
weeping in Ramah, an old man in 
the Temple, a flight to Egypt.  All 
these details and more give life to 
the wonder that God took on human 
flesh and was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit in the womb of a virgin.  Yet it 
is possible to become lost in the 
details and miss the center.  The 
center of the story and of the 
season is worship.  God sent His Son 
into the world so that we might 
know God and worship Him as God.    

To put an exclamation point on this 
emphasis, God fills this story with 
profound worship.  Worship fills 
every corner of this great story.  
Consider the worship that God 
ordained and recorded in the 
incarnation story so that we would 
forever remember the center of 
Christmas.   

1. God ordained for John the 
Baptist and his mom to 
worship.  
 

“And when Elizabeth heard the 
greeting of Mary, the baby 
leaped in her womb. And 
Elizabeth was filled with the Holy 
Spirit, and she exclaimed with a 
loud cry, ‘Blessed are you among 
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women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! And 
why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord 
should come to me? For behold, when the sound of 
your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb 
leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that 
there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her 
from the Lord’” (Luke 1:41–45, ESV). 

John was the youngest worshipper recorded in 
Scripture.  I do not understand how a little baby in the 
womb even possesses “joy” but this is what John 
experienced when his mom was greeted by the 
pregnant Mary.  Elizabeth joined with her son in this 
time of worship.  

 

2. God ordained for Mary to worship. 

“And Mary said, “My soul magnifies the Lord, and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, for he has looked on 
the humble estate of his servant. For behold, from 
now on all generations will call me blessed; for he who 
is mighty has done great things for me, and holy is his 
name” (Luke 1:46–49, ESV). 

I think of many responses Mary could have had to the 
baby in her virgin womb.  She could have been filled 
with fear.  She could have been filled with distress.  
She could have been filled with confusion.  Mary 
chooses to fill her heart with worship and cry out, “My 
soul magnifies the Lord!”  Mary’s song exults that God 
is her personal Savior and that He is faithful, powerful, 
holy and merciful.   

 

3.  God ordained for John the Baptist’s dad to worship. 
 

“And his father Zechariah was filled with the Holy 
Spirit and prophesied, saying, ‘Blessed be the Lord God 
of Israel, for he has visited and redeemed his people 
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us in the 
house of his servant David, as he spoke by the mouth 
of his holy prophets from of old’” (Luke 1:67–70, ESV). 

Zechariah is overcome by the grace of God in visiting 
His people and redeeming them.  He rejoices that God 
does not leave them abandoned in their sin, but raises 
a “horn of salvation” . . . a strong, mighty Deliverer . . . 
to rescue them from their enemies and their sin. 

4. God ordained for a multitude of angels to worship. 

“And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying, ‘Glory to 
God in the highest, and on earth peace among those 
with whom he is pleased!’” (Luke 2:13–14 ESV) 

God is not content merely for mankind to give Him 
praise.  He created angels for such a purpose too!  
When one third of the angels rebelled against God, 
they fell from God’s presence with no hope for 
salvation.  These angels had observed God’s 
righteousness, God’s sovereign power, God’s wrath, 
and God’s justice through the way He dealt with their 
brethren who sinned.  Now in Christ, they rejoice in 
praise to God as they observe His mercy, grace, 
wisdom and love in sending His Son to be mankind’s 
Savior.  Glory to God in the Highest! 

 

5.  God ordained for the lowly shepherds to worship. 

“When the angels went away from them into heaven, 
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go over to 
Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby 
lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made 
known the saying that had been told them concerning 
this child. And all who heard it wondered at what the 
shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these 
things, pondering them in her heart. And the 
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told 
them” (Luke 2:15–20, ESV). 

God loves to use the weak things of this world to 
showcase His glory and grace.  God did not first 
appear to kings, to rich land owners, to powerful 
people of influence, to men wise in the arts and 
sciences or to admired teachers.  God chose to first 
introduce His incarnate Son to lowly shepherds in an 
obscure village.  And when these men saw this little 
baby lying in the manger, they knew that they were in 
the presence of One infinitely greater than 
themselves.   
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6.  God ordained for an old man to worship. 

“Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was 
Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 
waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy 
Spirit was upon him. And it had been revealed to him 
by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before 
he had seen the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the 
Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought 
in the child Jesus, to do for him according to the 
custom of the Law, he took him up in his arms and 
blessed God and said, ‘Lord, now you are letting your 
servant depart in peace, according to your word; for 
my eyes have seen your salvation that you have 
prepared in the presence of all peoples, a light for 
revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to your people 
Israel’” (Luke 2:25–32, ESV). 

All his life, Simeon filled his heart and mind with God’s 
promises recorded in Scripture.  He longed to see 
those promises come true.  When he laid eyes upon 
the infant Jesus, he knew that his eyes were seeing 
God’s promised salvation.  This little one would be a 
light for Gentiles all over the world!  This little one 
would be for glory to the people of Israel!  Simeon 
would now depart from this broken world with joy, 
having seen the glory of God in the little face of Jesus. 

 

7. God ordained for an old woman to worship. 

“And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of 
Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in 
years, having lived with her husband seven years from 
when she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she 
was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, 
worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And 
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks 
to God and to speak of him to all who were waiting for 
the redemption of Jerusalem” (Luke 2:36–38, ESV). 

Anna’s whole life was about the worship of God.  She 
is now 84 years old.  She had lost her husband to 
death over 50 years earlier.  For those 50 years she 
stayed in the temple, dedicating her life to as an 
offering of prayer and praise to the LORD.  When she 
saw the infant Jesus in the temple, she immediately 
burst out in joyful thanks to God.  She knew that many 
in the temple were waiting for the promised Messiah 
and she HAD to tell them.  She could not keep this to 
herself!  It was news too good to keep quiet about it! 

8. God ordained for wise men from the east to worship. 

“Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in 
the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from the 
east came to Jerusalem, saying, ‘Where is he who has 
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when 
it rose and have come to worship him.’ … When they 
saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 
And going into the house, they saw the child with 
Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped 
him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him 
gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh” (Matt. 2:1-2, 
10–11, ESV). 

Not many that God chooses are wise according to 
worldly standards.  Not many that God chooses are 
powerful or of noble birth (Cf. 1 Corinthians 1:26, 27).  
But a few are!!  God sent a star to guide these men 
from far distances away so that they would represent 
the peoples of the world in worship to His Son.  
Heaven will be filled with people from every tribe, 
tongue, nation and people worshipping Jesus.  God 
sent these wise men to mark the worth of His Son 
from the very beginning of His earthly life.   

Do you see that the center of Christmas is worship?  It 
is not enough to say a prayer before Christmas lunch.  
It is not enough to play some carols in the 
background.  It is not enough to decorate.  It is not 
enough to attend a church service.  This is a season to 
be filled with worship!   

 

9. God ordains for you and me to worship!!! 

O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem. 
Come and behold Him, 
Born the King of Angels! 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, 
Born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be the glory giv'n; 
Word of the Father, 
Now in the flesh appearing, 
 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
O come, let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord.   
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PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, December 17 at 11am 

 

All seniors are invited to join us for a 
delicious Christmas lunch!  Randall 
Christenberry will be tickling the 
ivories as we sing Christmas carols 
together. 
 

Make plans to join us! RSVP to  
the church office at 692-1755.  

December & January Student Ministries  

Dec. 5 Christmas Café, 6:15pm 

Dec. 9 SH Sharon Pines Christmas Party, 12:30pm 
Dec. 12 No Youth Group 
Dec. 16 South Side Mission Service, 6pm 

Dec. 19 No Youth Group 
Dec. 26 No Youth Group 
Jan. 2 JH & SH Pizza & Game Night, 6-9pm 
Jan. 9 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 IMPACT Meeting, 8pm 
Jan. 16 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
Jan. 18-20 SH Winter Camp 
Jan. 23 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
Jan. 30 Youth Group, 6:15pm 
 

If you have questions, please contact  
Erin Blucker (erin@bethanycentral.org). 

Coffee with the Elders 
December 2 at 9:45am 

The elders have set the first Sunday of 
every even month as Coffee with 
the Elders in the Prayer Room from 9:45-10:45am. 
Everyone is invited to come and talk to 
the Elders about anything—question, concern, 
prayer, whatever.  Of course, this is not the only 
time elders are available, people can reach out 
to elders any time, but this is a regularly scheduled 
time/place to make it as easy as possible for people 
to meet with them on a Sunday.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Children’s Ministry Dates To Note 

Awana 
Dec. 12 Silly Socks Night 
Dec. 26 No Club  
Jan. 2 No Club 
Jan. 16 Wacky Hair Night 
 

Sunday School 
Dec. 24 No Sunday School 
Dec. 30 No Sunday School 
 

Children's Church continues throughout the 
holidays. 

Grandparents @ Prayer 
December 10, January 14 & 28 

11am in the Prayer Room 
 

Discover the great blessing of praying with other 
grandparents for our grandchildren!   

Questions? Contact Rod or Bonnie Abel at 
rodbonabel@comcast.net   



Everyday our mailboxes and inboxes are full 
of “opportunities.” We have ads for the 
grocery store and offers for better insurance. 
We have catalogues, election flyers and 
school fundraisers requests. And let's not 
forget the letters and emails we get from 
missionaries. What does God have to say 
about opportunities to be part of sending 
missionaries? What does it look like to be 
wise and faithful with them? How do we send 
our missionaries well? 

Though a very short letter, the book of 3 John 
gives us a helpful picture of how we are to 
view these opportunities. There are three 
main characters: John, Gaius, and 
Diotrephes.  First, there is John, the author of 
the letter, who speaks authoritatively. Then, 
there is Gaius, the recipient of the letter, 
whom John affirms for his hospitality and care 
for the itinerant preachers/missionaries who 
visited Gaius’ town. And then there is 
Diotrephes, the controlling authority that 
John rebukes. In an effort to maintain control 
Diotrephes not only refuses to extend 
hospitality to the visiting preachers/
missionaries, but encourages others in the 
church to do the same. 

John writes this little letter to affirm Gaius and 
to remind leaders, like Diotrephes, what it 
means to care for the ones who have been 
sent out from their local churches to go and 
make disciples. 

Here’s what John writes: "You will do well to 
send them [the missionaries] on their journey 
in a manner worthy of God. For they have 
gone out for the sake of the name, accepting 
nothing from the Gentiles. Therefore we ought 
to support people like these, that we may be 
fellow workers for the truth” (3 John 6b-8 ). 

There are a number of incredible things in 
these couple sentences, but I want to 
highlight two of them that directly impact 
those of us whom God has called to stay here 
“at home” in Peoria. First, John says that we, 
the church here locally, will do well to send 
missionaries in a ‘manner worthy of God.’ 
We’ll come back to this in just a minute. 

And secondly, John says that when we 
support those who have been sent out we 
become fellow workers for the truth. John 
says that our sending of missionaries in a 
manner worthy of God actually means that 
we become participants in the work with 

them. What a sweet picture of God using the 
whole body to take the Gospel to the nations! 

So what does John mean when he says “send 
them on their journey in a manner worthy of 
God?” Here at Bethany Baptist Church we are 
confident that at a minimum this means our 
sending is focused on care and advocacy. To 
accomplish this goal we have developed the 
ministry of Advocacy Teams. 

An Advocacy Team is a small group of 6-10 
people who serve as the most engaged 
system of support for one of Bethany’s Global 
Outreach Partners (GO Partner), allowing the 
team to see real needs, celebrate successes, 
and share in defeats. These teams exist to 
provide the first line of defense in terms of 
spiritual and emotional care for the GO 
Partner as well as a means of connecting the 
broader church to the needs of a missionary. 

Our hope is to see this kind of intentional care 
developed for all the GO Partners we have 
sent out from Bethany. The dream is that in 
the coming years many of you will become 
increasingly involved in what God is doing 
around the world by joining one these teams 
and providing care for our church’s GO 
Partners as they prepare for the work, serve 
in their ministries, and return for furloughs. 

So far three of our GO Partners have 
developed Advocacy teams. This has already 
been producing fruit in our church. One 
particularly special moment was when those 
three existing teams joined together for a 
time of prayer with our Partners. We heard 
updates from each Partner and spent time in 
prayer together. 

As the Advocacy Team ministry grows, so will 
prayer meetings like these. We are praying 
that one day soon, dozens of teams, along 
with many other participants in the church 
will gather together to hear about what God 
is doing around the world through our GO 
Partners and to spend time praying together. 

As we think about all the opportunities God 
brings before us, there are so many ways that 
we can help send our GO Partners in a 
manner worthy of God. It may mean locking 
arms on an Advocacy Team, but it may also 
mean writing a note of encouragement, 
faithfully giving and praying, or providing 
childcare. But whatever we do, let us hear 
John’s encouragement and not let these 
opportunities pass us by.   

GLOBAL OUTREACH 
ADVOCACY TEAMS 

If you’d like more information about Advocacy Teams or are interesting in joining  one, please 
contact Joel Taylor (joelmtaylor@gmail.com)  or  Wes Benson (wgbenson34@gmail.com).  
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A new semester begins in January!  Class meets on 
Monday evenings from 6-9pm at Bethany Baptist 
beginning  January 14, 2019.  This semester we are 
offering Systematic Theology I which will be taught by 
Pastor Ritch and Pastor Art Georges (Living Hope). 
 

This course examines what the Bible teaches 
regarding four areas of doctrine:   
1) The Bible—the Bible’s authority, inspiration, 

canonicity, inerrancy, and sufficiency.    
2) God—the personality of God, the attributes of God, 

and the decrees of God.   
3) Man—the nature of man and the sinfulness of 

man.   
4) Salvation—the atonement of Jesus and to 

conversion.   
 

Students will learn the value of a systematic study of 
God’s Word to discern how to live, think, serve and 
worship God.  A Christ-like life is the main objective of 
all study of theology.  
 

Textbook and Reading:  This class uses the book 
Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem. Books are 
available for $30 or they can be purchased online. 
 

You may sign up online at bethanycentral.org or by 
calling the church office at 692-1755.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, February 2, 2019 
at Bethany Baptist  

 

The No Regrets Men’s Conference is an annual 
one-day simulcast event designed to create an 
environment for men to be challenged in their 
relationship with the Lord at home, in the 
workplace, and in their ministry. It is held on the 
first Saturday of February. Watch your Sunday 
worship bulletin for registration details. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Biblical Counseling Training Conference 
February 10 - 15, 2019 

 

Mark your calendars for the Biblical Counseling 
Training Conference. The conference is being held at 
Faith Baptist Church in Lafayette, IN.  The theme of 
the conference is “Equipping you for Christ-Centered 
Biblical Counseling.”  You might rightly ask, why 
should I register? 

 This week is a life changing week. You will be 
encouraged in your own personal walk with Jesus. 

 This week is a ministry changing week.  Many have 
commented that this conference initiated a 
change in how they approach all their ministries. 

 This week is designed with you in mind.  The 
conference instructors were chosen for all levels of 
participation.  There are six training tracks for you 
to choose from depending on your interest level. 

Do not miss out on this great opportunity to be 
challenged, equipped and renewed.  If you have 
further questions, please contact Jennifer Bateman 
at (309) 692-1755 or jennifer@bethanycentral.org. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

We are excited to kick-off a new semester of 
studies in January! Plans are currently in the 
works for a combined study of the Book of Mark 
beginning January 29 with options offered in the 
morning and evening.  
 

We will also be offering a Precept study of I 
Thessalonians, as well as various studies in homes.  
Watch your Sunday worship bulletin and the 
website for details on the full line up of studies. 

 

bethanycentral.org/ladies 
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