
How can we discern whether our 
repentance is true or false?  Whether 
it is fruitful or fatal? 

The apostle Paul answers this 
question in the clearest of terms in 2 
Corinthians 7:8-12.  Paul had written 
a severe letter to the Corinthian 
church to confront sin in the church. 
After sending the letter, he wondered 
whether it would bring godly sorrow 
leading to true repentance or worldly 
sorrow leading to death.  Paul 
rejoiced that the Corinthians truly 
repented of their sin. He wrote, “I 
rejoice, not because you were 
grieved, but because you were 
grieved into repenting. For you felt a 
godly grief, so that you suffered no 
loss through us. For godly grief 
produces a repentance that leads to 
salvation without regret, whereas 
worldly grief produces death” (2 
Corinthians 7:9-10). 

Both Saul in the Old Testament and 
Judas in the New Testament are 

examples of worldly sorrow over their 
sin.  They both expressed sad regret 
over their sin. They both confessed 
with remorse, “I have sinned.”  But 
neither truly repented and they 
remained outside of God’s forgiving 
grace.  

Paul describes seven characteristics in 
the Corinthian's repentance that 
made him believe that their 
repentance was true.  These seven 
characteristics help us to understand 
the fruit that is in keeping with true 
repentance. 

2 Cor. 7:11 For see what earnestness 
this godly grief has produced in you, 
but also what eagerness to clear 
yourselves, what indignation, what 
fear, what longing, what zeal, what 
punishment! At every point you have 
proved yourselves innocent in the 
matter. 

Paul lists seven qualities that marked 
the Corinthians' repentance as 
genuine.  
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repentance rejoices in the opportunity to prove 
itself through patience and humility.  It is willing to 
listen to correction and rebuke with a humble 
heart.  It wants to demonstrate that real change 
has really happened. For instance, if a husband 
who has committed adultery truly repents, he will 
act humbly to prove the genuineness of his 
repentance.  He will become an open book to his 
wife and others.  He will offer freely his phone, 
email and text records.  He will communicate his 
schedule for each moment of the day.  He will 
offer full disclosure of credit card purchases.  He 
will make his mileage log on his car available.  
“Eagerness” makes him willing to wear a tracking 

device on his ankle if necessary!!  
His heart communicates,  “I want to 
present all the information that 
others need to show that I have 
changed.  I am an open book now."  
True repentance asks, “What 
evidence do you need to show you 
that I have repented?”  True 
repentance willingly gives more 
information than asked, not less. 
Eagerness welcomes 
uncomfortable probing by those 
who have been wronged and those 
who are part of the restoration 
process.   

3.  Indignation.  This is indignation over our own sin, 
not the sins of others and certainly not the reproof 
others bring to us.  True repentance is angry at 
one’s own actions and the reproach that sin has 
brought to Jesus and His church.  Sin becomes 
revolting when we see it in the light of God’s 
holiness.  Repentance views sin as a rejection of 
God’s holiness and sovereign authority.  
Repentance causes us to agree with God about our 
sin’s severity and seriousness.  Repentance makes 
us vexed not merely by the temporal 
consequences of our sin, but by the fact that we 
acted to rob God of His glory!    

When we are indignant with people who bring 
biblical correction, we prove ourselves to be 
unrepentant.  God teaches us, “Whoever corrects 
a scoffer gets himself abuse, and he who reproves 
a wicked man incurs injury. Do not reprove a 
scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, 
and he will love you” (Proverbs 9:7–8, ESV). A sure 
sign of false repentance is when godly people who 
seek to restore a sinning person receive abuse, 
insults and hatred for their efforts.  A sign of true 

1. Earnestness. True repentance is earnest for 
righteousness to rule one’s life.  “Earnestness” is 
a determination to see something through to 
completion.  Earnestness means we do not 
procrastinate, but we deal with sin willingly, 
quickly and thoroughly.  Earnestness means that 
we are committed to discovering the depth of our 
sin and the hurt it brought to others.  Earnestness 
means we become impassioned about changing 
our orientation to God and to sin.   

Earnestness drives the sinner to seek counsel 
from godly people.  Earnestness assumes that our 
sin is proof that we are deceived and that we do 
not know the nature of our own heart.  It refuses 
to see our sin as a momentary 
aberration that does not 
reflect who we really are.  
Instead the earnestness of 
repentance sees our sin as a 
symptom of a serious sickness 
in our hearts.  It believes that 
other godly people have a 
better understanding of our 
own heart than we do.  It seeks 
God’s counsel through His 
church to help us see what is 
hidden.  True repentance 
produces demonstrable 
evidence that we are earnest 
about entering into God’s righteousness today.  

2.  Eagerness.  When Paul writes the words, 
“eagerness to clear yourselves,” he is not 
suggesting that true repentance is eager to prove 
oneself blameless.  False repentance claims 
innocence.  False repentance diminishes the 
weight of our sin by insisting that others 
sympathize with why we were tempted in the 
first place.  False repentance has an “eagerness” 
to convince others that we are not as sinful as our 
actions seem to reveal.   

In contrast, true repentance is eager to do 
whatever it takes to show others that real 
repentance is our heart’s commitment.  Real 
repentance is patient with people who doubt our 
repentance.  We understand that our sin makes it 
reasonable for others to doubt our sincerity.  
When we sin, others may ask, “How do I know if 
you have truly repented?”  Worldly sorrow 
becomes frustrated with that question.  “HOW 
DARE YOU QUESTION MY INTEGRITY?”  The 
eagerness of repentance refuses to say, “Well, I 
apologized.  Others need to get over it.”  True 

“True repentance 
is angry at one’s 
own actions and 

the reproach that 
sin has brought to 

Jesus and His 
church.” 



repentance is when our indignation is turned 
against our own sin.  When this happens, love 
and gratitude flows from us to those who help 
reveal to us the deep offense of sin to us.   

4. Fear.  Sin always begins with a casual view of 
God and His justice.  Repentance brings us to a 
fear of God and a deep awe of His holiness. 
 When Isaiah saw the LORD he cried out, “Woe is 
me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, 
and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean 
lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the LORD of 
hosts!” (Is 6:5) Repentance brings a person face 
to face with God's holiness and inspires a godly 
fear of Him that leads us to humbly seek His 
mercy and to worship Him. True repentance 
changes the way we think about God.  True 
repentance looks to God and keeps the cross of 
Jesus in view in order to understand the 
depraved nature of our sin.  The cross and only 
the cross can relieve a truly repentant person of 
the fear of judgment.  Praise God that Jesus’ 
death is sufficient! 

5. Longing.  True repentance possesses a longing to 
see our soul and our sin as God does.  We no 
longer are willing to be blind to the ugliness of 
our own sin. True repentance longs for 
reconciliation with God and with the people who 
our sin has hurt.  True repentance longs to be a 
joy to others, not a pain. It longs to see ALL the 
damage our sin did and to take appropriate 
action to move toward that end, regardless of 
the personal cost.  It refuses to take ones eyes 
off their sin in order to be comfortable. In true 
repentance, we embrace the discomfort of 
repentance in order to love God and others.  
False repentance has a blurred vision of the 
depth and breadth of hurt our sin brings into 
others lives.  The longing of repentance causes 
us to linger long over the hurt our sin caused so 
that we might pursue every person who was 
impacted by our wrongdoing. 

6.   Zeal.  True repentance is consumed with a desire 
to be holy.  It is thirsty for God.  It craves 
Christlikeness.  It longs to be a sheep who hears 
His voice and follows him.  It makes us a fervent 
fan of God.  It produces an energy boiling up 
inside moving us upward to communion with 
God.  We no longer see our discipline in the 
Word and prayer as obligations to fulfill, but as 
joys to pursue. We want to hear God’s 
voice.  Such zeal never neglects God’s Word and 
the communion of the church, but feasts upon it. 

Psalm 19:10-11 More to be desired are they than 
gold, even much fine gold; sweeter also than 
honey and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Moreover, by them is your servant warned; in 
keeping them there is great reward. 

True repentance does not leave us as a mild-
mannered Christian, but as one who pursues 
holiness with passion and zeal.   

7.  Punishment.  True repentance is ready to see 
justice done, even if that requires personal pain 
and cost.  It is eager to make restitution and to 
receive the penalty that the law demands for 
such a sin.  It does not seek to protect oneself 
from any just penalty, but it accepts the 
consequences of one's own sin.  It does not place 
blame for the consequences of our own sin upon 
others.  It does not act self-centeredly, expecting 
others to sacrifice in order for us to avoid those 
just consequences.  It submits to the authorities 
that God has established for us . . . both 
government and church.  It does not flee from 
accountability to those authorities. 

True repentance never demands forgiveness.  It 
understands that forgiveness is given by grace 
and not by merit.  It humbly seeks forgiveness 
from God and from those hurt, but it does not 
demand it.  Repentance never points to one’s 
own apology as the reason that forgiveness 
should be granted.  “Hey, I apologized!  Now 
YOU are the problem!”  Repentance lies face 
down at the cross of Jesus, knowing that one’s 
sin only deserves eternal condemnation.  In hope 
it rejoices in the promise offered in Christ Jesus.   

Repentance is a lovely thing.  It is not something to 
loathe, but something to love.  Repentance is the 
beginning of grace in our lives.  Through repentance 
we realize our sinful condition, renounce sin before 
God, and run in faith to Christ. 

Martin Luther ignited the Reformation by nailing 95 
Thesis to the door of the Whittenburg Chapel.  The 
very first thesis was, “Our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ . . . willed the entire life of believers to be one 
of repentance.”  Amen and amen.  
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“Our Lord and Master Jesus 
Christ . . . willed the entire 
life of believers to be one of 
repentance.”                  Martin Luther  



Sundays at 9:45am — February 17, 24 & March 3 

If you are interested in joining the church or just 
learning more about Bethany, plan to attend.  
Please RSVP to jennifer@bethanycentral.org.  
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Sunday, February 3 at 9:45am 
In the Library Area Near the Fireplace 
 

The elders have set the first Sunday of every even 
month as Coffee with the Elders from 9:45-10:45am. 
Everyone is invited to come and talk to the elders about 
anything—question, concern, prayer, whatever.  Of 
course, this is not the only time elders are available; 
people can reach out to elders any time, but this is a 
regularly scheduled time/place to make it as easy as 
possible for people to meet with them on a Sunday.  

 

Senior adults are invited to join us for this a 
delicious meal and warm fellowship.   

To sign up, call the church office at 692-1755. 
 

Also, mark your calendar for our March PrimeTime 
which will be held on Monday, March 18 at 11am. 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, February 18 

at 11am in the Sr. High Room 

Awana Calendar 
 

Feb 20  Fashion Disaster Night 
Mar 13  Cap/Hat Night 
Mar 20  NO Awana for Spring Break 
 

Join us from 5:00-5:45pm each week for Family Meals.  
RSVP online or on the Communication Card in your 
Sunday bulletin. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Child Dedication Class 
Sunday, February 10 at 9:45am  

Parents wishing to have a child dedicated should plan 
to attend this class which covers what child 

dedication is, basic parenting principles, and an 
overview of resources Bethany offers.  The next 
dedication will be held on Sunday, February 24. 
Sign up by calling the church office at 692-1755.  

February 18 & March 18 — 7 to 9pm 
 

Ladies anywhere in the process of fostering or 
adoption are welcome to join us on the third 
Monday of each month for an evening of prayer 
for our families, encouragement, and 
conversation. If you have questions, please 
contact Amy Park at 251-7250. 

Grandparents @ Prayer  

Mondays at 11am 
Feb. 11 & 25 and March 11 & 25 

In the Prayer Room 
 

Discover the great blessing of praying with other 
grandparents for our grandchildren!  We can make a 

significant difference in the world by praying regularly 
and deliberately for our grandchildren and their parents.   

Questions? Contact Rod Abel at 309-253-1618. 



5 

Student Ministries Calendar 
 

If you are not currently receiving the 
weekly youth email, please contact 
erin@bethanycentral.org to sign up. 
 

2/6 Youth Serves Wednesday Night Meal 
 YG @ 6:15pm 

2/8   SH Guys Cook for Girls @ 6pm (tentative) 

2/13 Engage applications due 
 YG @ 6:15pm 

2/20 YG @ 6:15pm 

2/22  JH Late Nighter, 6pm-midnight (tentative)  

2/27 Deadline for Engage papers/presentations 
 YG @ 6:15pm 

3/6 YG @ 6:15pm 
 IMPACT @ 8pm 

3/13  Engage @ 6:15pm 

3/17  SH Pancake Breakfast during Sunday School 
 SH Elevate Trampoline Park @ 6pm (tentative) 

3/20 NO YG 

3/27 YG @ 6:15pm 

3/28 Midwest Food Bank Service Project, 6pm 
 

Got questions?  Contact erin@bethanycentral.org or 

josh@bethanycentral.org. 

Ladies’ Bible Studies  

 

A Study of the Gospel of Mark by Teaching Team 
Join us as we dive into the Scripture and allow it to 
change our hearts to be more like our Savior.  
Resource cost:  $8 

This study is offered at a variety of times/locations 
beginning in February: 

-  Tuesday Evenings at church, 6:30-8pm, led by Kylie 
Betts, February 5 to April 2. 

- Thursday Mornings at the home of Jen Weers, 
 9:00-10:30am, February 7 to April 4. 

- Thursday Evenings at the home of Michelle Critten, 
8:00-9:30pm, Feb. 21, Mar. 7 & 28, Apr. 4 & 11. 

 

Agents of Babylon  by Dr. David Jeremiah 
Led by Lona Hudson, this study meets Tuesdays from 
12-2pm at church, March 19 through June 11.  

This 13-week study is an in-depth exploration of the 
characters and prophecies contained in the book of 
Daniel. Book cost:  $10 

 

Register online at www.bethanycentral.org/ladies 



 

This month we are excited to kickoff a series featuring one of our 
Children’s Ministries in each issue of The Broadcaster.  

Children’s Church:  The goal of Children’s Church at Bethany is to 
support parents as they bring their children up in the training and 
instruction of the Lord (Ephesians 6:1-4), so that God is glorified in 
the families of our church. This ministry serves as an alternative 
time of worship for younger children (3 years old through 
kindergarten), and meets in the children’s wing during the 
11:00am Sunday Worship Service.    

We asked Matthew Moorman, one of our four Large-Group 
Leaders in Children's Church, to tell the Bethany Family how God 
uses this ministry in his life and in the lives of others.  

And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and 
good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit 
of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as 
you see the Day drawing near. Hebrews 10: 24-25 

In Hebrews 10 verse 25, the writer emphasizes the importance 
for believers to meet together and to worship together. I 
believe that this command is not only essential for adults, but 
also for the younger generation in our church. 

The Children’s Church program grants young kids at Bethany 
the opportunity to come and learn more about God’s Word in 
a way that they will best understand. I have had the blessing 
to both grow up attending Children’s Church, as well as to 
teach it over the past year. As a teacher, the Children’s 
Church program has been meaningful to me in two specific 
ways. 

1. One of the most impactful parts of Children’s Church for 
me is to watch the kids as they learn more about the Bible. 
To see a young child get excited about the Bible and to be 
able to watch them truly enjoy and learn from God’s Word 
is an amazing blessing! I will never be able to forget the 
excitement on children’s faces as they tell me what they 
learned that week or even what they learned the week 
before. 

2. The sweetest part of teaching Children’s Church is to be 
able to share the Gospel with the kids week after week. 
This program has become so much more than merely a 
program. It is a ministry. I pray that sharing with these 
kids just how much God loves them will continue to 
impact them years after they have aged out of Children’s 
Church. 

Matthew Moorman is a junior at Peoria Christian High School. 

Ginny Smith, Children’s Ministries Director 
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