
Continued on page 2 

Ambassadors for Christ! 
Page 3 Close Encounters with Christ 

Page 4 Student Ministries 
Children’s Ministries 

Page 5 Hats of Hope 
Coffee with the Elders 
College Care Packages 
Grandparents @ Prayer 
PrimeTime Fellowship 
BEST Lunch & Wisdom Forum 
OHOH Ladies’ Focused Fellow. 
Marshall Family Celebration 

Page 6 Membership Class 
Budget Meeting 
Men’s Breakfast 
Annual Meeting  
Madalyn Unseth Bridal Shower 
Jackie Fricke Baby Shower 
His Princess Retreat 
GrandCamp 

Page 7 United In Christ Cookout 

Page 8 Easter at Bethany 

Dr. Ritch Boerckel In This Issue 

Ben and Amy love their daughter 
Rachel very much.  They have 
prayed over her since she was a 
little girl that God would claim her 
heart for Himself.  They rejoiced 
when Rachel prayed to receive 
Jesus as her Savior at the age of 
seven in Vacation Bible School.  But 
they also knew to continue to pray 
that Rachel’s faith would be proven 
genuine.  They began to be 
concerned about the spiritual 
direction of Rachel’s life when she 
entered high school.  She resisted 
their instructions and seemed set 
on moving in a direction opposite of 
her parent’s faith in Jesus.  Ben and 
Amy encouraged her involvement 
in the youth group, but Rachel had 
no desire to attend the Bible 
studies.  Her friends were clearly 
not committed to God and Rachel 
was moving step by step from faith 
in the Lord Jesus.  After Rachel left 
for college, she became even more 
spiritually distant from her parents.  

She accepted the godless 
philosophies and values that her 
professors skillfully presented as 
attractive alternatives to 
Christianity.  After college Rachel 
married a nice young man.  Jeff was 
not a believer, but he seemed to 
love Rachel.  Ben and Amy prayed 
every day for salvation for their 
daughter and son-in-law.  They 
prayed for God to open their hearts 
to know who Jesus is.  When Rachel 
and Jeff moved away to a new 
community, her parents prayed 
that God would use a church to 
help them know Jesus through solid 
teaching and through the warmth 
of Christian love.   

Ben and Amy were so very excited 
one day when Rachel called and 
told them that they had decided to 
attend church on Sunday mornings.  
They realized that they were 
missing a spiritual foundation in 
their life and that they were going 

 



to begin the journey.  Rachel and Jeff still had not 
entrusted themselves to Jesus, but they were now 
interested in thinking more about Him.  Ben and Amy 
advised their daughter to look for a church that 
would teach them from the Bible.  They encouraged 
them to phone some of the Bible churches, 
Community churches and Baptist churches in the area 
and ask, “On Sunday mornings, do people typically 
bring their Bibles to church?  And does the pastor 
teach directly from the Bible?”   

Note to the reader:  At this point, I must confess that 
this is a fictional story.  Yet it is one that is lived out in 
many families throughout the United States.  The 
ending to these stories vary so I offer two endings for 
you to consider.  You can choose 
how this story concludes. 

 

CONCLUSION #1 

Jeff and Rachel drive into the 
parking lot on Sunday morning at 
First Bible Church with some 
apprehension and some 
excitement.  They do not know 
what to expect.  Jeff has not been 
in a church since he was five years 
old.  Rachel has not been in a 
church since her freshman year in 
college.  They both feel out of 
place, but eager to begin a new 
chapter in their lives.  As Jeff and 
Rachel park their car they notice 
that other families are laughing 
and talking to each other even 
before they entered the building.  
A man approaches Jeff and Rachel 
as they walk up to the building.  He smiles and 
warmly greets them, “Hi, my name is Dan, I do not 
think that I have met you yet.”  After learning that 
this was their first Sunday at First Bible, Dan asks if he 
can escort them to the Welcome Center where they 
learn more about the church.  At the Welcome 
Center, Lucy greets Jeff and Rachel warmly.  “I am so 
glad you could come and join us today.”  Lucy gives 
them a brand new Bible and some information about 
the church.  She then introduces them to a young 
couple named Bill and Tina.  Bill and Tina ask Jeff and 
Rachel if they would like to sit with them during the 
service.  The service is lively in its worship and they 
are challenged by what they learn about God from 

the sermon that day.  After church, Bill and Tina ask if 
they have any lunch plans.  They invite them over to 
their home for lunch, because Jeff and Rachel already 
have plans they decline this kind offer.  As they get 
into their car to drive home, Jeff remarks, “I did not 
know what to expect.  That was really nice.”  They 
decide that next week they would visit First Bible 
again. 

 

CONCLUSION #2 

Jeff and Rachel drive into the parking lot on Sunday 
morning at First Bible Church with some 
apprehension and some excitement.  They do not 

know what to expect.  Jeff has not 
been in a church since he was five 
years old.  Rachel has not been in a 
church since her freshman year in 
college.  They both feel out of 
place, but eager to begin a new 
chapter in their lives.  As Jeff and 
Rachel park their car they notice 
others filing into church as 
spectators at a sporting event.  The 
people do not seem connected to 
each other.  As Jeff and Rachel 
walk into the church, they have 
trouble knowing what to do or 
where to go.  It seems that 
everyone is moving in different 
directions.  They do notice that the 
majority of people are moving to 
the left.  So they walk in that 
direction and come to the large 
auditorium.  A man at the door 
hands them a bulletin . . . but he is 
looking past them as he does so.  

The experience again reminds Jeff and Rachel of 
handing a ticket to a gatekeeper at a sporting event. 

Once in the service they notice some people talking 
to each other, but they feel invisible in the crowd.  
The service is good.  They especially like the music.  
After the pastor prays the closing prayer, they slowly 
move down the aisle of the church toward the exit.  
People in the church glance at them briefly, but then 
pass on by.  Not one person stops to personally greet 
them.  As they get into their car to drive home, Jeff 
remarks, “Is that what church is like?  I do not think 
that this is what we need in our lives.”  They decide 
next week they will stay home. 

“...we can be 
used by God 
to create an 

atmosphere of 
genuine love 
and grace in 

His church that 
gives witness 
to the truth of 
the Gospel.” 

Ambassadors continued from page 1. 

Continued on page 3. 
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“Therefore, we are 
ambassadors for Christ, 
God making his appeal 
through us. We implore 
you on behalf of Christ, 
be reconciled to God.” 

2 Corinthians 5:20, ESV 

In this series we will look at Jesus’ last week leading to 
the cross—His sufferings, His death, His resurrection. 
We will focus on the unbelievers that surrounded Jesus. 
The people who were so close they saw His love, saw 
His truth, saw Him die for all who would come to Him in 
faith, and yet still remained cold and hardened. We 
believers have much to learn from them. Unbelief is a 
very real danger to every heart. Join us as we learn 
about how we can maintain strong faith and grow in our 
zeal for Him. 
 
Mar 17 The Self-Righteous Hypocrite:  The Priests 

Mar 24 The Sorry Traitor:  Judas 

Mar 31 The Worldly Skeptics:  Pilate and Herod 

Apr 7 The Fickle Followers:  The Mob 

Apr 14 The Despicable Scoffer:  The Thief 

Apr 21 The Forgetful Doubters:  The Disciples 

 
It’s not too late to jump in on our “Close Encounters with 
Christ” daily devotions! Study the Word along with your 
church family. Devotions are available to read on 
bethanycentral.org, in the Bethany app, or in the printed 
books (available at church while supplies last). 

Friends, let us remember that “Jeff and 
Rachel” come to our church each Sunday.  
As worshippers of God at Bethany, we can 
be used by God to create an atmosphere 
of genuine love and grace in His church 
that gives witness to the truth of the 
Gospel.  God desires to use us to write 
the conclusion to Jeff and Rachel’s story!!  
Let us ask the questions, “If Rachel and 
Jeff were my family, what would I want 
them to experience?”  If we want our 
“Rachel and Jeff” to experience God’s 
love in another church, does it not make 
sense that we must be willing to be 
instruments of God’s love in our own 
church?   

This month we continue our sermon 
series called “Close Encounters with 
Jesus.”  We will be looking at unbelievers 
who were so physically near to Jesus 
when He died on the cross for our sin, 
and yet so spiritually distant.  We pray 
that God will work through this series to 
draw us closer to Christ in our personal 
walk and worship.  We also pray that God 
will awaken us to His calling upon our 
lives to be His ambassadors.  Being an 
ambassador involves something as simple 
as looking for people in our own church 
family to share Christ’s love with.  Let us 
ready ourselves for the opportunities that 
God will give us to love the “Rachel and 
Jeff’s” that God sends our way this 
month.   
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Children’s Ministries 
Ministry Spotlight — Nursery 

Every Sunday, our young church families leave their precious little 
ones with loving caregivers in the Nursery. Here is one young 
mom’s testimony of thanks:  

My husband and I have three kids that are ages four and 
under. Our house is a mixture of joy and mishaps. For 
example, one day our curious daughter splashed paint onto 
herself and the surrounding area. While drying her off from 
her bath, her twin brother snuck into the tub fully clothed, 
with the tub still filled with water. By the end of this same 
day, our oldest fell off the ladder to his bunkbed. I share this 
story not to show off our parenting skills but so that you can 
grasp the weight of these words … 

Thank you for every minute you have served in the nursery!  
Your time serving has allowed my husband and me the 
ability to fully focus on worshipping God while knowing that 
our kids are not only safe but learning about God at the 
same time! Therefore, your work in the nursery ministry is 
strengthening the faith of others! 
You are truly doing kingdom 
work … while changing diapers … 
while singing … while reading 
books. Please read that again and 
allow it to sink in:  You are doing 
kingdom work, and from the 
bottom of my heart I thank you 
for your work!  

In the meantime, if you see our 
family arrive at church all 
disheveled, feel free to 
congratulate us for making 
it there. :) 
 

Kelly Orozco 
Pedro & Kelly Orozco 

Ivan (4), Leah (2) and Eli (2) 

 Upcoming Children’s Ministry Events 

 Child Dedication Class—April 28, 9:45am  
 

Parents who would like to have a child 
dedicated should attend this class which 
covers what child dedication is, basic 
parenting principles, and an overview of 
resources Bethany offers.  The next 
dedication is scheduled on Mother’s Day. Call 
the church office at 692-1755 to sign up.  

 

 

 

VBS Online Registration 

Opens April 1!  

Log in to your myBethany account and 
scroll down to online registrations. 

 Awana Calendar 
 

 April 24 Celebration Night 
 May 1 Awards Night 

 



Discover the great blessing of praying with other 
grandparents for our grandchildren!  We can make a 

significant difference in the world by praying regularly 
and deliberately for our grandchildren and their 

parents.  Contact Rod Abel at 253-1618 for details. 

Grandparents @ Prayer  

Mondays at 11am 
April 8 & 22 and May 13 

In the Prayer Room 

Sunday, April 7 at 9:45am 

 

 

 

 
You’re invited! Come and talk with our elders in the 
library area near the fireplace.  It’s an informal setting to 
give our church family an opportunity to bring questions, 
concerns or prayer requests to our leaders.  

BEST Lunch and Wisdom Forum 

Sunday, April 14 @ 12:30 in the Gym 

Adults (55 +)  join us for a delicious lunch, warm 
fellowship, and some lessons learned along life’s 
journey.  Following lunch several of our Boomers will 
share some wisdom gleaned around some key areas 
of life impacting Boomers. 

Topics:   

 Key Financial Documents—Brad Dunham 
 Caring for Our Parents—Carol Clark 
 Caring for Our Grandchildren—Jim & Barb Brewster 
 Facing the Future—Pastor Lyall 
 

Register online through your myBethany account or 
RSVP to the church office at 309-692-1755. 

April 15 and May 20 @ 7pm 

Hats of Hope 
Saturday, April 6  

9-11am in Room 815 

Use your gifts and talents in 
sewing and knitting, or simply cut 

fabric and make fabric flowers 
for hats for cancer patients.  Yarn 

and materials supplied if you 
desire to make hats at home. 

 

Contact:  Holly Miller, 648-1693 

College Care Packages 
In April we will be sending our college students 
students care packages from our church family.  
We are collecting miscellaneous food, snack, and 
fun items for the boxes. Donations 
can be dropped off at the 
Welcome Center now 
through April 10.  

If you have a student who is 
currently at college, please 
contact Erin in the  church 
office with their address.  
 

If you would like to help pack 
boxes on April 11 at 10am, 
email erin@bethanycentral.org. 
Thanks! 

 

 

Saturday, April 27 @ 3pm 

The whole family is invited to celebrate 
the arrival Baby Evelynn and Braylynn’s 
adoption! Light snacks and cake will be 
served. There will be a bouncy house 
and open gym. In lieu of gifts Target, 
Walmart or Amazon gift cards are 
preferred.  Hosted by: Janae Beakley 
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Ladies anywhere in the process of fostering or 
adoption are welcome to join us for an evening of 
prayer for our families, encouragement, and 
conversation.  We want to meet you right where 
you are and come alongside each other as we 
follow the path of caring for those that need 
families. Contact Amy Park at 251-7250 for details. 

Senior adults are invited to join us for a delicious meal and 
sweet fellowship.  Some of our homeschool students will 

be sharing their “Faces In History” presentations. 
RSVP to the church office at 692-1755. 

 

Mark your calendar for the following PrimeTime on May 20. 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, April 15 

at 11am in the Sr. High Room 



Sundays at 9:45am — April 28, May 5 & 12 

If you are interested in joining the church or just 
learning more about Bethany, plan to attend.  
Please RSVP to dianna@bethanycentral.org.  

Madalyn Unseth 
Bridal Shower 
Thursday, May 16 
at 7pm in the Café 

Ladies, you are invited to join 
us in celebrating Madalyn’s 
upcoming marriage to John 
Talmage.  They are registered 
at Bed Bath and Beyond, 
Amazon and Target.  

Kidz Heart Ministries of 
Bethany Baptist and Menno 
Haven Camp (Tiskilwa, IL) 
invite all grandparents and 
their grandchildren to a week 
of camp August 4-8, 2019! 

 

GrandCamps is a unique, grand faith adventure for 
grandparents and their grandchildren focused on 
leaving a faith-legacy for the next generations. 
Through purposeful activities that grandparents and 
grandchildren experience together this will be a 
special time for building memories that will last a 
lifetime! (Recommended for grandkids age 7-12.) 
 

Cost:  $300 ea. (age 11+), $250 ea. (age 10 & under) 
To register, log into your myBethany account. 
Under online registrations select GrandCamp 2019. 

 

Brochures are available at the welcome center. 
If you have questions, contact Rod Abel at 253-1618. 
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Baby Shower for Jackie Fricke 
Saturday, May 18 

at 5:30pm in the Café  

Ladies,  you are invited to 
celebrate the upcoming arrival 
of Jackie and Brandon’s little 
one. They are registered at 
Babylist.com. 

His Princess Mother/Daughter Retreat 
May 10-11 at Camp Good News in Washington  
 

Our friends at Kidz Heart Ministries & Camp Good 
News® invite women and their daughters (Grade 4-8) 
to attend a mother/daughter adventure weekend. 
Connect at deeper levels as you share this weekend 
of high adventure together through the camp’s 
outdoor activities and significant 
worship.  

Cost is $75 per mother/daughter pair. 
(+$15 each additional daughter) 

Register, online at: 
www.iheartcamp.org/princess.   

If you have additional questions, 
please contact Rod Abel at 
253-1618. 
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