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Dr. Ritch Boerckel 

In This Issue 
“And Jesus came and said to 

them, ‘All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the 

name of the Father and of the Son 

and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all that I have 

commanded you. And behold, I am 

with you always, to the end of the 

age.’” (Matthew 28:18–20, ESV) 

Witnessing for Christ is a matter of 

our heart.  Jesus has clearly 

commanded us to go and proclaim 

Him to the people close to us and 

far from us.  Will we obey Him?  Do 

we believe He is worthy to be 

made known to our friends?  Is 

sharing about Him worth the risk 

to our personal peace?  Those 

who know Jesus as Savior and 

Lord answer, “Yes!!” to these 

questions.  Jesus said, “Follow me, 

and I will make you become 

fishers of men.” (Mark 1:17, ESV). 

This work of proclaiming Jesus is 

not our hobby, but our heartbeat 

in this life.   

Yet Jesus’ mission is not easy.  As 

a church, the elders have 

identified evangelism as one of 

the needed “growth areas” for our 

spiritual family this coming year.  

We believe that as the Lord Jesus 

walks in our midst, He is pointing 

to the area of witness as a deep 

concern of His for the health of our 

church.  We believe that God 

would use our church as a whole 

to help us all individually connect 

more faithfully to God’s mission of 

sharing His Gospel.   So we are 

praying and planning toward the 

goal of our church being a place 

where God works through in the 

power of His Holy Spirit to 

proclaim Jesus and to bring many 

to know Him through our witness.   

Please pray with us!! 
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During the month of May, we taught through a series 

entitled, “Witness!!”  We pray that God would use the 

teaching of those sermons to ignite a fire within us 

obey Jesus’ command to make disciples.  At the end 

of the first two messages in this series, I set four 

applications in front of us as we seek to be faithful 

to Jesus’ Great Commission.   

Would you pray through these applications this 

month?  Would you ask God to strengthen you in 

courage and conviction about His call for you to be 

Jesus’ ambassador to the people in your life?  Would 

you ask God to use your simple witness to perform 

the miracle of new life in Christ?  I believe that God 

will answer our prayers as we offer them to Him in 

faith.  God will bring glory to His Son as we press in 

together to His mission for our lives.  

FOUR APPLICATIONS TO JESUS’ 

COMMAND FOR US TO MAKE 

DISCIPLES:   

Application #1:  Identify your excuses.   
 

Our excuses relieve us of the burden for the lost 

around us.  We often are not aware of the excuses 

that hinder us from simple obedience to the mission 

Christ has given.  But if we are not sharing Jesus 

with others, then we certainly have made excuses!  

We cannot deny the clarity of Jesus’ command to our 

lives.  We cannot claim ignorance to His call.  As we 

pursue faithfulness to Jesus, it helps to specifically 

identify those excuses so that we can confront them 

directly in God’s strength.   

The potential excuses we jot down on our list likely 

vary from person to person. Many excuses have to 

do with our fear of rejection, our fear of failure, our 

entanglement with temporal affairs, our lack of 

confidence in our abilities, our discouragements in 

our life, our apathy toward God, or our love of 

comfort.  As you write down your excuses, be as 

complete and specific as possible.  It is likely that 

our paralysis in our witness is due to unidentified 

and/or unchallenged excuses.   

After you have made your list, share it with two other 

believers.  Ask them to pray with you about these 

excuses.  In doing this, you will find support for your 

own growth and encouragement to others to engage 

in Jesus’ mission!  Let us go after these excuses 

together!!! 

Most importantly, lay your excuses before the Lord 

Jesus.  Ask Him to speak into your reasons that 

hinder your participation in His mission to redeem 

the lost.  Seek His response to confront those 

excuses.  Often He will provide a specific Scripture to 

help you counter your alibis. 

 

Application #2:  Ask Jesus to direct you. 
    

Give Christ control of your schedule.  Instead of 

making a “To Do” list and then asking Jesus to bless 

it.  Place your blank “To Do” list before Christ and 

ask Him to put the first two items on your list for 

each day.  Jesus’ priorities will often conflict with 

ours.  From God’s Word, we know that Jesus’ 

priorities have to do with our worship of God, our 

witness to the world, and our walk of faith.  Those 

two “To Dos” will always express these priorities that 

are made clear in Scripture.   

As you set your “To Do” list before Jesus, assume 

that He has someone for you to tell about Him on 

this day.  Pray very specifically for Him to lead you to 

one place and the one person He would have you to 

“go” with the Gospel.  Assume that there is 

somewhere He has you to go to bring the Gospel this 

week. 

After you have written what you believe Jesus has 

led you to place on your “To Do” list, share that with 

a friend and ask them to hold you accountable and 

to pray for you to follow Jesus’ lead in your life. 

 

Application #3:  Take one action step today.   
 

Often we delay obedience with good intentions.   We 

do not plan to disconnect from Jesus’ call upon our 

lives.  But we delay with hopes of starting with a 

major commitment.  One of the best ways to enter 

into the mission of Jesus is through some small 

“baby steps.”  We often will be encouraged to 

greater witness by beginning with little acts.     

Continued on page 3. 



Here are some possible baby steps to get us started:  

 Tell a neighbor, “Every Monday, I ask God to 

bless you and your family.  Do you have any 

specific need that I can bring to my Father on 

your behalf?”   

 Give a Gospel tract to a waiter/waitress along 

with a generous tip. 

 Ask a friend to tell you about the most life-

shaping events in their life.  Listen with interest 

and ask follow-up questions to seek to 

understand them and love them better.  Be 

prepared for them to ask you to share about the 

life-shaping events in your life! 

 Write out a story of God’s answer to prayer or of 

God’s personal encouragement to you or of your 

testimony of your conversion.  Give this written 

story to a relative or friend saying, “I was so 

encouraged by God’s love for me that I wrote this 

story.  I hope it helps you to see how much God 

loves you too.” 

 Ask a friend a direct Gospel question to see if 

God would open a door to more conversation.  

Some possible Gospel questions are, “What do 

you think is the purpose of life?”  “How would 

you describe your relationship with God?”  “What 

do you think God asks from us?”  “What do you 

think God says is our greatest problem?”  “What 

do you believe about Jesus?  Why do you think 

He died upon the cross?”  “If you were to die 

today and God asked, ‘Why should I let you into 

my heaven?’ what would you say?”  These 

questions are pretty direct.  But many people 

appreciate a very direct approach.  It is honest 

and clear.  If they do not want to talk about 

spiritual matters, do not press them.  Be patient.  

Wait for God to open the door. 

 Purchase a nice Study Bible.  Pray over who to 

give it to.  Wait for God to make it clear and then 

give this as a gift saying, “I was praying who to 

give this Study Bible to and God placed you on 

my heart.  I pray this will transform your life like it 

has mine.  Would you mind if I share how this 

Bible is laid out to help the reader?”  Look for 

opportunities to do a study of the Gospel of John 

using the study Bible. 

I know you likely do not feel adequate to be a 

witness for Jesus. I know you likely do not feel 

trained.  But Jesus is with you.  He will strengthen 

you.  He will use your feeble efforts to do miracles.  

Go to someone this week. 

 

Application #4:  Identify the obvious.   

Make a list of the top three people who are “near to 

you but far from God.”  Begin praying for Jesus to 

lead you to action steps of going to these folks.  You 

are the best person in these three lives to share the 

Gospel with them.  You may be the ONLY person in 

their lives who will share the Gospel with them.  God 

has strategically placed you in their life to tell them 

about Jesus.  Be faithful to this stewardship!!  Be 

innocent of their blood (cf. Acts 20:26-27). 

Please pray that God would deepen our whole 

church family as a witnessing community who goes 

and makes disciples of all nations!!! 
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Sunday, June 2 at 9:45am 
In the Library Area Near the Fireplace 
 

Everyone is invited to come and talk to the elders 

about anything—question, concern, prayer, 

whatever. This is not the only time elders are 

available, people can reach out to elders any time, 

but this is a regularly scheduled time/place to 

make it as easy as possible for people to meet with 

them on a Sunday.  

 

Senior adults are invited to join us for sweet 

fellowship and a delicious lunch. One of our visiting 

GO Partners will be sharing with us. To sign up, call 

the church office at 692-1755.

Also, mark your calendar for our July PrimeTime 

which will be held on July 15 at 11am. 

PrimeTime Fellowship
Monday, June 24 at 11am 

in the Sr. High RoomStudent Ministries Calendar 
 

June

2-7 Summer Camp 

5 NO YG 

12  NO YG 

19 SummerFest @ 6:15pm 

26 SummerFest @ 6:15pm 

28-29 Transition Retreat 
 

July 

10 SummerFest @ 6:15pm 

17  Summer Lunch @ 12pm 

24  SummerFest @ 6:15pm 

31  SummerFest @ 6:15pm 

erin@bethanycentral.org | josh@bethanycentral.org 

Hats of Hope  

Saturday, June 1 and July 6 

at 9am in Room 815 

Use your gifts and talents in sewing 

and knitting, or simply cut fabric and 

make fabric flowers for hats for 

cancer patients. Yarn and materials 

are supplied if you desire to make 

hats at home.   

Contact:  Holly Miller |648-1693 

GRANDCAMP MIDWEST 2019 
August 4-8 
Menno Haven Camp & Retreat 
Center Tiskilwa, IL 
 

GrandCamp is a unique, grand faith 

adventure for grandparents and their 

grandchildren focused on leaving a  

faith-legacy for the next generations   

through a week of purposeful 

activities that grandparents and 

grandchildren experience together.   

Consider taking one or more of your 

grade school age grandkids 

(recommended age 7-12) to 

GrandCamp this summer! 
 

Cost:  $300 per person (11 & up), 

$250 (10 & under). Contact Rod Abel 

at kidzheart@comcast.net for details. 

OHOH Ladies’ Focused Fellowship 
Monday, June 17 & July 15 at 7pm 

Any women in the process of foster 

care and/or adoption are invited 

to this informal time of 

encouragement, fellowship and 

prayer. We meet on the third 

Monday each month in the 

Prayer Room at Bethany. 



by Abby Pfeiffer, 5th/6th Grade VBS Co-Department Leader 

SEEING THE CHURCH IN VBS   

Long before my family began attending Bethany, I came to 

Vacation Bible School with my best friend, back in the days 

of Bob the Tomato and Larry the Cucumber. When I started 

working in the office, my first week was VBS. It was baptism 

by fire but learning quickly set me up for success. VBS has 

a very special place in my heart.  

It is incredible to watch the church body come together to 

transform the building into an arctic tundra, laboratory, or 

miniature globe, then use stories to teach the kids about 

Jesus! Putting kids in a new setting lets their big 

imaginations take flight and opens their minds and hearts 

to see the world differently, paving the way for the Holy 

Spirit to do a mighty work. And this year’s key story is the 

Tower of Babel — I can’t wait to hear the teaching!  

Last year was my first as co-department leader of 5th/6th 

grade with Jessica Peterson, and one of our biggest 

blessings was watching our volunteers grow throughout the 

week. Some were nervous.  Some were confident. But they 

all became amazing leaders! And we learned how strong 

the servant-hearts of our youth are. We would not have 

made it through the week without them. 

But VBS doesn’t end when the decorations come down. 

The kids take the music CD home and listen to it until next year. My kids spend the year singing deep theology 

and don’t even realize it! And it’s not annoying kids’ music; it is enjoyable for parents! That’s a huge win in my 

book.  

There are so many different facets of VBS that you can look and clearly see the body of Christ in action. We 

need every kind of talent and gift to make the week go well — ask us where yours fits in!  

Mark Your Calendar 

 VBS Volunteer & Child Registration is 

open now! Visit:  bethanycentral.org/vbs 

 VBS Training will be held: 

 - Sunday, July 7 at 6:00pm or 

 - Wednesday, July 10 at 7:00pm 

 VBS Set-up is Sunday, July 14 
(Please RSVP for a pizza lunch after the 

11am service.) 

 VBS Tear-down is Friday, July 19 (RSVP 
for a Gondola lunch after the final 

program.) 

 All VBS students are invited to sing a 
special VBS song during the morning 

worship services on Sunday, July 21. 

 

To RSVP for the Set-Up and/or Tear-Down 
lunch, please email 

ginny@bethanycentral.org. 
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It’s often difficult in radio to determine who is listening and what impact is being 
made. That’s why it is such a great blessing to receive listener feedback from our 

broadcast. We recently received one of the more memorable notes from an 80 
year old listener in Salina, Kansas. Donna and her husband had for many years 

taught Bible studies in the community, and she thanked Ritch for “teaching the 
Word verse-by-verse and making it clear to all who listen.” Then she said that she 

listens in the milking shed every Sunday morning as she milks her goat! She 
expressed appreciation for the Knowing Christ broadcast and how it prepared her 

for church each Sunday.  

We also get some responses from our web site www.knowingchristministries.org. 
We have a link that says “Do You Know Christ?” and it redirects the user to the 

video of “The Story.” We know our radio listeners have gone to that video 200 
times and we have also received notification back that eight people “said yes to 

Jesus.” 

It has been a blessing to partner with stations across the country. We are currently 

on 91 stations in 19 states. Our most recent additions are Phoenix, Arizona; 
Lubbock, Texas; and Branson/Springfield, Missouri. You can go to the website for 

a list of all the stations. It’s encouraging to know that there is still a hunger for in-

depth, expository Bible teaching. Here’s some recent feedback from broadcasters: 

 “Helping listeners understand the Bible better and apply it to their lives has been the 
focus of Faith Radio through the years. The verse-by-verse teaching of Pastor Ritch 
on Knowing Christ fits our mission and ministry well.” - Neil Stavem, Manager of 
the Faith Radio Network, 16 stations.  

 “Knowing Christ provides a clear presentation of the Scriptures in a way that 
ministers to the hearts of listeners. Indeed a blessing to those readying for church 
while also meeting the spiritual needs of listeners unable to get out.” - Jim Schneider, 
Exec. Director of the VCY America network, 43 stations. 

 “We have been airing Knowing Christ on WCTS for several years now. Ritch 
Boerckel’s messages pair well with our commitment to expositional preaching, so 
Knowing Christ really enhances the total ministry. Listeners have responded well, 
too. The messages are clear, scriptural and practical. We very much appreciate the 
opportunity to include Knowing Christ twice each weekend in our lineup of 
programs.” - Dr. Steve Davis, Gen. Manager of WCTS Radio. 

Please continue to pray that God will bless these broadcasts and that we will be 

able to find additional stations and ministry opportunities for Knowing Christ. 

“Indeed, I count everything as loss because of  the surpassing worth 
of  knowing Christ Jesus my Lord …”           PHILIPPIANS 3:8, ESV 
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VISION: 
To teach 

God’s Word 
to the world 

so that 
together we 
might know 
Christ more 

and more. 

Written by Roger Bennington, Radio Administrator 
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