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In This Issue 

“What do I want in a church?”  We 

are right to ask this question, 

provided we do so with an open 

Bible.  In His book, God describes 

in great detail what He desires in 

every local church.  We are right to 

want what God wants.  And we are 

right to test what we want against 

what God wants.   

Among the essential qualities for a 

church to be a real church, love 

leads the list.  Love is a 

cornerstone of authenticity for any 

church. 

“If I speak in the tongues of men 

and of angels, but have not love, I 

am a noisy gong or a clanging 

cymbal. And if I have prophetic 

powers, and understand all 

mysteries and all knowledge, and 

if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but have not love, I am 

nothing. If I give away all I have, 

and if I deliver up my body to be 

burned, but have not love, I gain 

nothing.” (1 Corinthians 13:1–3, 

ESV) 

Many elders would exult to lead a 

church that had prophetic powers.  

Not Paul.   Many pastors would 

rejoice in a church full of biblical 

insight and faith to move 

mountains.  Not Paul.  Many would 

be happy with a church full of 

people who gave every dollar to 

help the church serve God in the 

community.  Not Paul.  Many 

would be overwhelmed by a 

church full of people so committed 

to Jesus that they literally die for 

Him.  Not Paul.  

Paul says, “Be a real church!  Lean 

in to one another.  Love each 

other deeply!  If you do not have 

love, it does not matter what else 

good is happening.”   
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Real Church continued from page 1. 

Question:  What does Real Church love look like? 

From our study in 1 Thessalonians 3, we uncovered 

three qualities of love in the church.  These guide us 

as we think about our part in growing love in our own 

church family. 

Quality #1:  Real church loves with spiritual concern. 

Spiritual concern is the driving passion to help 

others possess a healthy soul.  Christian love cares 

for one another’s souls.  The threat of being led 

astray from Christ is real.   I wish that I could say that 

I do not know any friends who at one time in their life 

proclaimed Jesus as Lord and then later were led 

astray from a sincere and pure devotion to Christ.  I 

have known many, many, many who have suffered 

shipwreck in their faith.   

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to 

love and good works, not neglecting to meet 

together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 

one another, and all the more as you see the Day 

drawing near.” (Hebrews 10:24–25, ESV) 

We love by caring for the spiritual health of one 

another.  Practically, initiating spiritual conversations 

in our church family is a simple and powerful 

expression of love.  We naturally converse about 

sports, hobbies, work, interests, weather, kids, 

grandkids, and other temporal topics.  These 

conversations can be enriching, but love presses us 

into conversations about God and His Gospel too.  

Jesus’ church is designed to be a family where we 

talk together about spiritual needs, spiritual 

struggles, spiritual joys, and spiritual desires.  Let us 

be that family!! 

Quality #2:  Real church loves with personal 

relationship. 

Church is not something we can do over the TV, 

internet or radio.  Real church compels us toward 

deep, personal relationships with one another.   

These relationships do not grow naturally so much 

as they grow through spiritual conviction.  They grow 

through our efforts . . . efforts empowered by God’s 

grace and the Holy Spirit, but there must also be a 

determination to grow love in our own church family.  

We have to work at love to grow love. 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching and the fellowship, to the breaking of 

bread and the prayers.” (Acts 2:42, ESV) 

Devotion to the fellowship grows love in our church.  

Many feel very lonely in the church.  Our devotion to 

fellowship is God’s instrument to slay isolation and 

loneliness in the His family.  Practically, I would have 

you consider investing ten minutes at the end of 

each Sunday worship service to have one spiritual 

conversation.  Before racing to your car in the 

parking lot, ask someone near you, “How can I pray 

for you this week?” Allow time each Sunday for 

personal conversations to deepen relationship.   

Quality #3:  Real church loves with faithful prayer. 

Our heart is knit to those we pray for.  To pray 

earnestly for our brothers and sisters is the best of 

gifts.  Prayer is the most loving act we can make for 

our brothers and sisters. 

Do you pray?  Do you really pray for your brothers 

and sisters in your local church?  We will be more 

and more a real church as we pray for each other.  I 

find that keeping a list of people with their prayer 

needs to be a huge help to me in this.  My mind is 

prone to forget and I need a list if I am to really 

intercede for my brothers and sisters in our church. 

Notice the content of Paul’s prayer: 

“Now may our God and Father himself, and our Lord 

Jesus, direct our way to you, and may the Lord make 

you increase and abound in love for one another 

and for all, as we do for you, so that he may 

establish your hearts blameless in holiness before 

our God and Father, at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

with all his saints.” (1 Thessalonians 3:11–13, ESV) 

I encourage you to experiment.  This week jot down 

the names of 10 people in your church.  Pray this 

prayer for them every day.  Let them know you are 

praying for them.  And watch what God does to grow 

love in your heart! 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you love 

one another: just as I have loved you, you also are to 

love one another. By this all people will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one 

another” (John 13:34).  

Friends, let us pray, “God, make me an agent for 

change!  Make me a catalyst for love in my own 

church.” 
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Upcoming Calendar of Events 
 

August

7 SummerFest | 6:15-9:00PM  

11 Promotion Sunday 

21  Fall Kickoff |  6:15-8:00PM  

28  Youth Group @ 6:15PM  

 IMPACT Applications Due 

 

September 

4  Youth Group @ 6:15PM 

 IMPACT @ 8PM  

11  Youth Group @ 6:15PM  

18  Youth Group @ 6:15PM  

25  Youth Group @ 6:15PM 

 

erin@bethanycentral.org | josh@bethanycentral.org 

Fall Kickoff 
Wednesday, August 21 | 6:15PM 

 

Families of Junior High and Senior 
High students are invited to the 
annual Fall Kickoff! Join us as we look 
forward to another year of seeing 
God’s faithfulness in Student 
Ministries. Dessert will be served. 
Youth and childcare activities 
provided.   
 
Please RSVP with headcount to 
erin@bethanycentral.org. 
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Student Ministries  

Awana is not just our Wednesday night church program, but a global 
organization with the goal of reaching boys and girls with the Gospel of 
Christ and training them to serve Him.  Sounds intimidating right?  That’s 
what I thought four years ago when I first volunteered.  My oldest daughter 
started Cubbies, so I thought it would be a great opportunity for me to 

serve. 

I started as a listener with the 3rd grade boys.  I was impressed with the 
program’s focus on Scripture and the ability of those boys to hide God’s 
Word in their hearts.  Besides bonding with the kid’s, I was also able to 
form relationships with other leaders, making Bethany feel like a smaller 
church. The next year, God used my nephew from Michigan to nudge me 
into the role of co-director in the Sparks group. It’s a fun story—-feel free to 
ask me about it.  Through serving in Awana, I have formed many great 
relationships with both the kids and volunteers.  It has also encouraged 

me to hide more of God’s Word in my own heart. 

Awana is also a huge blessing in my kids’ lives.  My youngest daughter 
who just turned 4 is already able to recite important foundational verses 
like Romans 3:23, All have sinned.  My oldest daughter has learned about 
many Bible heroes in Sparks as the program progresses.  When my kids 
recognize an Awana verse during service on Sunday mornings, they will 
usually poke me and let me know that they heard an Awana verse.  It 

brings a big smile to my face. 

Thank you to everyone that faithfully volunteers each week. You are having 
an eternal impact on the next generation!  And if you are feeling 
apprehensive about joining just like I was four years ago, I encourage you 

to take a leap of faith and join us this fall.  

Written by Mike Peterson, Sparks Co-Director 

Children’s Ministry:  AWANA 

Aug 21 Materials Pick-up Night     |     Aug 28 First Night of Awana  
Online registration for 2019-20 is now open for students: www.bethanycentral.org/awana 
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Sundays @ 9:45AM  August 11, 18 & 25  
If you are interested in joining the church 

or just learning more about Bethany, 

please plan to attend.  

RSVP to dianna@bethanycentral.org.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday, August 4 at 9:45AM 

In the Library Area Near the Fireplace 
 

Everyone is invited to come and talk to the elders 

about anything—question, concern, prayer, 

whatever. This is not the only time elders are 

available, people can reach out to elders any time, 

but this is a regularly scheduled time/place to 

make it as easy as possible for people to meet with 

them on a Sunday.  

 

Senior adults are invited to join us for sweet 

fellowship and a delicious lunch. Our Uganda GO 

Team will be sharing with us. To sign up, call the 

church office at 692-1755.

Also, mark your calendar for our July PrimeTime 

which will be held on September 16 at 11am. 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, August 19 at 11AM  

in the Sr. High Room 

Hats of Hope  
Saturday, August 3 and September 7 

at 9AM in Room 815 

Use your gifts and talents in sewing 

and knitting, or simply cut fabric and 

make fabric flowers for hats for 

cancer patients. Yarn and materials 

are supplied if you desire to make 

hats at home.   

Contact:  Holly Miller |648-1693 

OHOH Ladies’ Focused Fellowship 
Monday, August 19 & September 16 at 7PM  

Any women in the process of foster 

care and/or adoption are invited 

to this informal time of 

encouragement, fellowship and 

prayer. We meet on the third 

Monday each month in the 

Prayer Room at Bethany. 

 

Uganda GO Team Report 
Sunday, August 11 | 6PM  
 

Join the Uganda GO Team 

for a report on their recent 

trip serving with GO Partner 

Catharine Coon at HopeAlive 

in Uganda. 

Congregational Meeting 
September 29 | 6PM  
 
 

All those who consider Bethany their church home 

are encouraged to attend.  

The Wellmobile Is Coming  

Monday, September 30 

from 8:30-10:00AM  
 

Screenings offered include: blood pressure, blood 
glucose, cholesterol and spirometry (lungs). Blood 
tests require an 8-12 hour fast (individuals may 
take water and medications as needed but no 
eating or drinking anything other than water, black 
coffee or unsweetened tea). Results are given 
within minutes.  There may also be vision testing 
for glaucoma and macular degeneration based on 
availability.  These services are free and are open 
the Bethany family and the public.   

Chelsea Mullins Baby Shower 
Saturday, August 3 | 1PM  
 

Ladies, join us to celebrate with 

Chelsea! Jared & Chelsea are 

expecting a baby boy in 

September. They are registered 

at Amazon.com and Target.  
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Operation Christmas Child 
 
Now is the perfect time to start collecting items for your Operation Christmas 
Child shoeboxes! Take advantage of “Back to School” sales and fill multiple 
boxes.  Last year, Bethany delivered 428 boxes to the central collection 
station. Our boxes were sent to Ghana and Tanzania.  The 2019 national 
collection week is November 18-25. 
 
Shoeboxes are a great evangelistic tool to reach children and their 
families for the Lord. Through Operation Christmas Child: 
 more than 100 million shoe box gifts have been collected for needy 

children around the world; 
 8.9 million children have made decisions for Christ; and  
 13.4 million kids have graduated from “The Greatest Journey” follow-up 

discipleship program. 
 

What goes in a box?  
 

Start with a quality “wow” item such as a 

stuffed animal, soccer ball with pump, or 

clothing outfit that will capture the child’s 

attention the instant he or she opens the box; 

then fill in with smaller items like school 

supplies, fun toys, and hygiene items. Visit 

samaritanspurse.org for specific gift 

suggestions according to age and gender.  
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