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At one of the Bethany Ladies’ 

Bible Studies, a young woman 

visited the first time.  She did 

not come with anyone or by 

way of direct invitation from 

anyone.  As our women greeted 

her, they learned that when she 

was a child, someone brought 

her to Bethany to be part of the 

children’s ministries here.  She 

recently was experiencing 

some difficult trials in her life.  

She shared that she got in her 

car that day and thought, “I 

need to go to a place that feels 

like home.”  God brought 

Bethany to her mind.  Her 

memory of Bethany was that 

our church was like home . . . a 

place where she felt loved and 

accepted by the people here.  

So she drove straight to our 

church, not knowing that there 

would be any meetings, any 

Bible study, any person to greet 

her when she arrived.  She felt 

God was guiding her.  She 

walked in to our building and 

saw a sign that directed her to 

the women’s Bible study that 

was meeting at that very 

m o m e n t .   W h a t  a 

“coincidence!”   

Our women welcomed her with 

warmth and love.  They opened 

the Word together and prayed 

together.  One of the women in 

our church decided to spend 

the afternoon with her to 

encourage her and help her.  

Through conversation, she 

learned that this younger 

woman had a mom who loved 

her and who was a believer.   

The woman in our church 

asked if she could call the mom 

and talk to her.  When she 
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reached the mom of the young woman, the mom 

was overwhelmed and shared that she had been 

praying for her daughter.   

There is much more to this story that I cannot 

share, but when I heard this account, tears welled 

up in my eyes and I thought, “Thank you, Lord.  

This is what Your church is designed to be.  We are 

Your vessels . . . Your instruments where You 

display your greatness, Your lovingkindness, Your 

power, Your reality, Your grace, Your hope.  Please 

Lord, continue to use us as You make us into the 

KIND of church that is a humble, welcoming family 

of faith.  Make us the kind of church where a 

stranger can walk in to our assembly and feel 

loved and at home.  Make us the kind of church 

where a member can worship here for years and 

years and never feel that the warmth toward them 

has cooled.”   

I thanked God for the women who created a place 

of welcome, love and Gospel-truth in our church.  I 

thanked God for those who ministered Jesus’ 

Gospel years ago when this woman was a child.  I 

thanked God for the Holy Spirit who orchestrates 

circumstances so that Jesus’ church can 

experience His power.   

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Romans 15:7, 

ESV).  

Clearly, God makes it a priority for His church to be 

a welcoming spiritual family.  But this does not 

come naturally to us.  If it were natural to us, God 

would not have had to command us toward it.   It is 

hard to keep God’s priorities in view.  It is hard to 

look past our own needs to see the needs of 

others.  It is hard to desire to serve rather than be 

served.  It is hard to resist demanding our own 

preferences and accepting those who differ.  It is 

hard to overcome our natural shyness.  Thankfully, 

Jesus gives us a new heart so that we can 

overcome our self-focused ways.   

This past year, the elders identified four goals for 

us to work and pray toward as a church family.  

One of the four is that we would grow to become a 

more welcoming community.  The elders see this 

as an area of weakness and an area of opportunity 

for God to work in us this year.   Would you join 

with us in asking God to use you to make Bethany 

a more welcoming community?  Would you be 

willing to welcome others into the church family 

like Jesus welcomes them? 

Imagine how much joy God would give to our 

church if every member reached out to one other 

person with some word or action of welcome every 

Sunday!  I know that God will begin to transform 

our church as He awakens one member at a time 

to this great calling.   

 

“Therefore welcome one another as Christ 

has welcomed you, for the glory of God.” 

Romans 15:7 
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Registration For  the New Semester is Now Open! 

SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY II 
Part 1 is NOT a pre-requisite for this class.  

  

Students will learn the value of a systematic study of 
God’s Word to discern how to live, think, serve and 
worship God.  A Christ-like life is the main objective of 

all study of theology.  

This class uses the book Systematic Theology by Wayne 
Grudem. Books are available for $30 plus $10 for binder 
and notes.  Books can also be purchased online. To sign up 
for this class, please call the church office at 692-1755 or 
log on to your  my.bethanycentral.org account. 

Classes meet Monday 
nights, from 6-9pm,  
January 6-April 6 at  

Bethany Baptist. 

Systematic Theology II will be 
taught by Pastor Ritch and 
examines what the Bible 

teaches about:   

 Salvation 

 Christ 

  The Holy Spirit 

 Christ’s Church 

 Last Things 
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Grandparents @ Prayer 
December 9 & January 13 
11am | Prayer Room 
 

Discover the great blessing 
of praying with other 
grandparents for our 
grandkids!   
 

Contact Rod or Bonnie Abel: 
rodbonabel@comcast.net   

December Student Ministries Calendar 
 

Dec 4:  Decorate youth rooms for Christmas, 8-9pm 

Dec 11:  Christmas Café, 6:15-8pm 

Dec 15:  Sharon Pines Christmas Party, 12:30-3pm 

Dec 18 & 25:  No Youth Group 

Dec 22 & 29:  No Sunday School 

 

If you have questions, contact: 

hannah@bethanycentral.org 

josh@bethanycentral.org 

jimmy@bethanycentral.org 

PrimeTime Fellowship 
Monday, December 16 at 11am 

 

All seniors are invited to join 

us for a delicious Christmas lunch!   

Make plans to join us as we 

celebrate our Savior!  
 

RSVP to the church office  

at 692-1755.  

Coffee with the Elders 
Sunday, December 1 

9:45am | Café  

Everyone is invited to come 
and talk to the elders about 
any question, concern, 
prayer request, etc. 
Scheduled on the first 

Sunday of even months. 
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God calls ALL of us to, “Go into all the world and 
preach the Gospel to ALL nations.” We often 
think God calls only a few of us to other nations 
or countries. But, what about a group of people 
right here in central Illinois? The research says 
that 90% of families affected by special needs 
do not attend church. This is heart wrenching! 
Families of children or adults with special needs 
must know that there is a place to go where they 
are welcomed, loved, and accepted, along with a 
place that they can learn and grow in their love 
for God. “When special-needs families are 

included in all aspects of church life, they are 
valuable members who bless as much as they 

are blessed.” (Sandra Peoples) 

Currently at Bethany, children with special 
needs have a buddy or a team of buddies that 
assist them during Sunday School/Children’s 
Church to participate, learn about Jesus, and 
interact with peers at an appropriate ability 
level. Adults with special needs are helpers 
during Sunday School, which give them an 
opportunity to serve in the church. Parents have 
the opportunity to worship and fellowship in ABC 
and/or worship service while their children with 
special needs are being cared for in Sunday 

School, Children’s Church, or serving as helpers. 

As God provides us opportunities to minister to 
individuals and families with special needs 
inside and outside of our church walls, we need 
your help to be a FRIEND to some very special 
people. Everyone needs to know God and who 
He is. We are called to be His hands and feet to 
spread the Gospel. God is revealing that we 
need to reach out to a community of families 
that are crying out to be loved and accepted. 
God created us all with purpose for His glory to 
be revealed. Why was the man in John 9:13 
born blind? Not because he sinned or his 
parents, “but that the works of God might be 
displayed in him.” Pray with me for all of us to 
love on families within our church and 
community in a more effective way and for God 
to raise up individuals to be FRIENDS to very 

special people.  

 

“Each of you should use whatever gift you have 
received to serve others, as faithful stewards of 

God’s grace in its various forms. If anyone 
speaks, they should do so as one who speaks 
the very words of God. If anyone serves, they 

should do so with the strength God provides, so 
that in all things God may be praised through 

Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power 

forever and ever. Amen.” 1 Peter 4:10-11  

By Tina Myatt 

Children’s Ministry 
Calendar Items: 

 No AWANA Club on 12/25 or 1/1 

 No Sunday School on 12/22 or 12/29 
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