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gratitude and celebration for his contributions.
Randy started teaching Kindergarten at Bertschi
in 1987 after eight years working with an independent research-based program that focused
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on giftedness in young children. “Back then the
world was very different,” he recalls, “It was the
age of the clunky PC and six-inch floppy disc.”
Things have certainly changed a lot in 25 years,
but what remained constant for Randy was
Bertschi School’s essential spirit. “Spirit-wise,
Bertschi is a very harmonious environment,”

was Randy’s commitment to helping children

he explains. “Teachers have very positive

understand ideas. “Without wanting to burden

relationships with each other. Bertschi is

my friend with the label, Randy is quite an

the greatest place to work.”

intellectual,” says 4th grade teacher, Peter James.

A week after

“He’s a very smart guy who’s interested in ideas.

from college

“I really appreciated
having the flexibility
and the encouragement
to innovate and try new
things. That is not the
case at every school.

and followed

~Randy Katz

starting at
Bertschi,
Randy’s son
was born. Now,
he’s graduated

in Dad’s foot-

And one of the hallmarks of his teaching is that
he never rushed students and he gave them a lot
of responsibility and choice.”
“Randy was always incredibly patient; he gave kids
time to construct ideas and let them percolate.
He helped them to understand their choices in life
and in the classroom—and to learn how to figure
out what the consequences of those choices were,”

steps—assistant teaching at The Little School.

recalls Peter. “Then he’d ask them if the choice
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was really one they wanted to make.”
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Kindergarten for 35 years. “It’s in the family,”
department at UW. “I really love schools and
how education empowers people.”

“Randy’s knowledge of curriculum and its implementation through student learning objectives was
exemplary,” says 4th grade teacher Robin Cheyney.
“His dedication made him a role model for students

What came across in the classroom and stuck with

and faculty alike—he was wholly committed to

his fellow teachers at Bertschi the most

teaching and we miss him at Bertschi.”

“I was as enthralled as the children
and I said ‘Dad! How come you
never told ME that story?’”
~Brigitte Bertschi, Founder and Head of School

The Power of Storytelling
A Message from Brigitte

To me, it’s part of what a healthy community should feel like and look
like—where we learn from one another through storytelling. Rarely
today do generations of a family live together in one house. What kind
of loss is that? And what can we do as a school to build generational
stories into our curriculum and into our culture as a community?
This year, we are actively striving to find out. I started storytelling in
August when we were getting ready to go back to school—sharing with
staff and faculty what it was like when I first opened the school on day
one: a complete disaster with the sprinklers spraying water everywhere!
It helped them to connect to a part of the school’s heritage they did
not know.
It reminded me of a long, long time ago when my kids were at the
school and I asked my dad to tell his story to my daughter Eva’s 3rd
grade class. The children were full of questions about his childhood in
Hungary and his schooling and diversity—they wanted to know why
those kids were only allowed to walk on one side of the street and those

After 37 years, the Bertschi School community has

kids only on the other side. I knew it must have been difficult for him to

grown to include three generations of families.

answer the questions because it brought him right back to where he was

Parents I met when I first opened the school now

as a child. Yet, I was as enthralled as the children by my father’s story
and his interaction with the class. I hugged him afterwards and said,

have grandchildren enrolled here; and children I

“Dad! How come you never told ME that story?”

used to teach are now parents of Bertschi Kids.

It may have been easier for him to talk to the Bertschi children

I find this amazing! Especially when I consider what
it means for kids to be part of a community and

because they were not his own kids. Maybe we were too close.
I have since seen the power of generational storytelling at All-School
Meetings and our Grandparent Tea and I wish to invite all of you to

experience that generational exchange.

consider sharing your story—with your son or daughter or with your

I am fascinated with thoughts of the invaluable resources we have

grandchild’s class. Kids are truly wonderful listeners and both sides will

available within our community at this stage of our existence—the older

always learn from the exchange.

generations who can help expand our mission by sharing their personal

In the spirit of generational storytelling, I’ve asked an Alumna Parent

stories with our students. What does it mean for a community to have

to share her story, too.

those stories shared?
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A Look Back: Winter’s Tale

What I Found and What I Wanted My Girls to Have
When my parents enrolled me as a Kindergartener
at Bertschi School in 1982, I don’t believe they were
thinking that one day their grandchildren would
attend here—but I do know that they felt something
special about the school and they wanted me to
experience it, too. I did. For me, Bertschi was a
place where I felt I could do or be anything.
So, years later when my husband and I were looking for a school for our
daughter, I toured a lot of schools. I was hoping to find that same feeling that I had felt at Bertschi. But when I walked through the hallways
of the other schools, happiness was not celebrated in the same way
that Bertschi celebrates happiness. A lot of schools can say that they
celebrate certain qualities and virtues, but you FEEL it at Bertschi—
that people are genuinely happy and accepting and inclusive.
At Bertschi, when you walk the hallways, you are acknowledged. People
make eye contact with you; they say hello. They engage in conversation.
The whole faculty is a part of that idea that we need to celebrate happiness and build community. We wanted that for our daughter. We talked
and decided: “This is where we want our family to be and the community
we want her to grow in.”
Back when I attended Bertschi, my family immediately felt a part of the
community. We felt at home, accepted. I met one of my closest friends
here as a child and we’re still friends today, both raising children
together. That relationship is a life-long friendship that continues to
grow and bloom and blossom. That’s special. To have people who’ve been
instrumental in your life; throughout your development. When you see
those familiar faces, it reminds you of who you were and who you are
today.
I get great comfort when I drop the girls off at school and know the
values that I’m trying to instill in them at home are also what they
are learning at school. The values that Bertschi is teaching them are
certainly in parallel with what we are teaching. It’s a perfect synergy.
I appreciate so much that there is such a focus on encouraging and
nurturing curiosity in children. I never want my children to stop asking
Why? That’s how innovation takes place, by asking how can we change
and what can we do to make something better. Bertschi Kids are
learning a lifestyle.
With the Virtues Project, each class focuses on a virtue; and when

“It is so amazing to watch my children on the
playground in the same footprint of where
I used to play. I see my own shadow.”
~Winter Wells, Mom to Bertschi Kids Romaine
(2nd grade) and Trella (Kindergarten) in center

It’s been really wonderful to sit down at dinner time and talk with
my girls about what virtues they’re focusing on at school and why
they are important and how we can focus on them more at home in
our own family practices.
When my daughters have a disagreement at home, they know they
have to come up with a Peace Plan. They’ve been taught that you
have to work through your problems and find a way to work together
to form a resolution.
The other day, my eldest Romaine was stuck in the moment of feeling
angry and my youngest, Trella said to her “Romy, you need to stop.
Forgive. And look forward.” She just wanted her sister to be able to
move on—not to get stuck in a negative moment. I think it’s really
incredible that they’re able to do this at their age, especially in
Kindergarten when it’s not easy to share and get along.
So many people focus on the academics and the creative aspects
of Bertschi, and that’s important. But it’s so much more than that.
It’s really the relationships that are being woven together at the
school. It’s kind of the seed, right? And everything else just
blossoms from there.

a student displays that virtue in the class, they acknowledge it.
They’ll put it on the board or talk about what the virtue means.
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What ‘WOOD’ You Do?
When Thomas Cunningham, 3rd grade teacher and instructor for our

opportunities.” “This year, we moved from creating wooden boats

woodworking workshop joined Bertschi four years ago, he brought

to wooden boxes,” explains Facility Manager Rick Stiteler who offers

with him the concept of Free-Time Fridays—where kids get out of the

support to kids in the workshop, which is set up in the garage under

classroom and use their hands and bodies for some real tactile and fun

the Bertschi Center.

experiential learning. That concept turned into Tumble Time, a monthly

“Some of the kids can’t swing a hammer when they arrive and

chance for kids in 3rd-5th grade to mix and mingle and try their hand
at their choice of activities like water coloring, soccer, garage band,
geo-caching or in this case: woodworking.
“We start with safety, Thomas explains. “A quick overview and then
they just go to it. I lead them a bit, but it’s not a step-by-step class.
We leave it open-ended to provide them chances to problem solve.
Sometimes it works, sometimes it fails—they are both learning

45 minutes later they’re driving nails and they’ve learned how to
use a clamp,” explains Thomas.
Lots of the kids choose to return to every woodworking session and
end up working together to envision their end result and figure out the
steps to make the pieces come together. “It’s cool,” smiles Thomas.
“Some kids that might struggle in a particular academic area often
excel in woodworking and can be a leader by teaching others.”

“It’s really loud. I always
have the worst headache
afterwards, but it’s
always worth it.”
~Thomas Cunningham,
3rd grade teacher

“It’s fun to learn how to construct
things. It’s not just a one-person
thing; you have to work together.
I helped my friend and she finished
her box. It’s really like class.
You learn things.”
~Magda, 4th grade
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Socratic Seminars:

Discuss & Discover Insight into Issues
Socratic Seminars prize inquiry over information and discussion over debate, enlarging
our students’ understanding of ideas and values. The Socratic method of teaching by discussing a common
text embodies the philosopher Socrates’ belief in the power of asking questions and sharing opinions.
Five years ago, Robin Cheyney (who taught 5th grade at the time) and Laura White (our Learning Services
Director) took a class at UW to prepare them to teach Socratic Seminars at Bertschi. Today, the seminars
occur regularly in 4th and 5th grade, year-round.
Supporting individual opinions: “Through Socratic Seminars, the kids
are empowered to contribute their ideas in a format that allows their
voice to be heard,” explains 5th grade teacher Michelle Sullivan.
“The playing field is absolutely level. There are no right or wrong
answers. Discussions are all about personal opinion and learning to

“In seminar, you are
not supposed to talk
to the teacher, just
to each other.”

support their thinking with evidence.”

~Ty, 4th grade

The method helps children become more comfortable expressing their own opinions and more empathetic
when listening to others. It also equips them with life skills for middle school and high school, learning to
cite evidence and practice their critical thinking abilities.
“It’s a deeper level of reading than just reading on your own,” says 4th grader Megan.
“It isn’t until a question is asked that you realize ‘Oh, I never thought of that.’”

“Once, we started talking
about immigration and
prejudice, but we ended
up talking about our
armed forces. It’s cool to
hear everyone’s ideas.”
~Jack, 5th grade

“The whole premise is to
shift your paradigm so
that you look at other
points of view—thinking
there’s something else
I can learn here.”
~Robin Cheyney,
4th grade teacher

“One of the hardest things to remember is to not disagree right away,” says 4th grader Ella.
“I have to show self-discipline and not always be the one talking first. You have to be sure
everyone is sharing.”
Open-ended dialogues: To start, the kids sit in a circle; the teacher on the outside of the group.
Students have been taught how to interact during the discussion—and 5th graders are assigned
“observation partners” who help point out how well their partner is making eye contact or asking questions.
Rules everyone follows include:
1. Read the text carefully before the discussion.
2. Actively participate—ask questions, make comments, and politely keep everyone involved.
3. Direct statements to the participants in the group, not to the teacher. No raising hands.
4. Listen closely and keep an open mind.
5. Support your opinions from the text.
“Your partner helps you improve,” says 5th grader Javon, “It’s helpful to have someone watching and letting
you know whether you interrupted or let other people take turns who may be more shy.”
Digging into underlying issues: The series of questions proposed are asked not only to draw individual
answers, but also to encourage fundamental insight into the issues at hand. “In 4th grade, these seminars

“It’s hard at times because
I like to talk and get my
opinions out. But learning
how my friends think helps
me see different points
of view, and it sometimes
changes my opinions.”

give the kids a great format for discussing different opinions and points-of-view in regard to world religions,”
says Robin. “It’s really about listening to one another and growing through that process.”
“My class is reading Beowulf,” explains Michelle. “But there are so many different vehicles you can use—
song lyrics, a piece of art, a poem—the kids will even bring in current news topics that engender a lot of
conversation, so we’ll schedule a Socratic Seminar.”
“This methodology creates good listeners at any age. I have a hope that we’ll continue this in all grades,”
smiles Robin, “And who knows? We may yet!”

~Emma, 5th grade
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Thanks, Tom Barton!
At the turn of the 21st century, Tom Barton
served on the Bertschi Board for 12 years, moving
to new endeavors along with the class of 2012—
his youngest daughter, Tess, graduated last year
and is now at Seattle Academy. We met up with
Tom at the Mercer Island Tully’s to find out what a
dozen years on the Board meant to him (and us).
B: 12 YEARS OF VOLUNTEERING—THAT’S PRETTY AMAZING, TOM.
WAS IT HARD TO WALK AWAY?
T: One of the things that made it easy to leave is that long-time Board

Tom and Kat Barton’s children
are all Bertschi Kids. Kirstie
graduated in 2005, Tess in
2012, and Bryce in 2008.

members David Thyer, Udo Reich, and Mary Pembroke Perlin were still
there—so I knew the institutional memory they would bring to the
group. New people coming in bring fresh ideas, but the experienced
trustees made it a lot easier for me to walk away and say “OK, you’re in
good hands. Continue on.”
B: SO YOU SERVED ON THE FINANCE COMMITTEE, RIGHT?
T: You’d think so—I have an MBA in Finance, I worked on Wall Street,
and I trade stocks—I’m a Financial Guy. But when I went to sign up,
Brigitte said how about Facilities? I thought, “I don’t know how to build
anything or maintain properties very well, but I do know how to put
deals together.”

B: WHAT WILL YOU MISS MOST ABOUT BERTSCHI?
T: I made some good friends while on the Board. But I definitely will
miss Brigitte the most. I have incredible respect for her. Brigitte makes
me want to be a better person, work harder, do better, and do all the
right things for the school.
B. ANY ADVICE TO LEAVE BEHIND?

“Tom asked challenging questions and was a
true visionary on our Board. I looked to him as
my mentor; he was a great leader in changing
the landscape of Bertschi’s future.”
~Brigitte Bertschi

T: I recruited the late TJ Vassar, the Director of Diversity at Lakeside, to
sit on our Board. It is nice to have a 3rd-party view. Someone from the
outside who can provide a different perspective than parents.
B. WHAT KEEPS YOU BUSY NOW?
T: Now, I’m putting deals together for Seattle Academy of Arts and
Sciences which is expanding significantly—embarking on a campus
transformation including a new middle school, new science building and

B: SINCE WE WANTED TO BUY THE PROPERTIES NEXT DOOR, SOUNDS
LIKE GOOD TIMING.
T: Yes, where the gym and the playfield are now there was an apartment

extensive improvements to the upper school. I told SAAS that I wouldn’t
be working with them until 2 of my 3 kids were enrolled, so I’ve been
on the Seattle Academy Board since 2008 – I was ”double-boarding” for

complex. And the Hooper House which now houses the Pre-K had yet to

awhile.

be acquired. I negotiated both those deals which led to the “Make Room

B. SOUNDS LIKE AN EXTREME SPORT—DID WE TIRE YOU OUT?

for Bertschi” campaign. I feel the biggest thing I did for the school

T: It was a big time commitment with all the meetings, but it was worth

during my time on the Board was to negotiate the expansion of the

it. Bertschi has always been a great school. Now, it is a great school

south campus. The time I spent with Bertschi led to “transformative”

with a fabulous campus!

changes for the school.
B: WHAT WAS IT LIKE WORKING TO “GROW” BERTSCHI?
T: We raised money to nearly double the size of the campus, built
the LEED Gold certified Bertschi Center, and wrote two strategic plans.
It was very busy, but rewarding and fun.
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During his tenure, Tom served as President for
2 years and served on:
•

Executive Committee

•

Capital Campaign Steering Committee

•

Committee on Trustees

•

Facilities Committee (Chair)

•

Investment Committee

•

Strategic Plan Committee (Chair)

Outgoing Trustees: Our Attitude Is Gratitude
Susan Davis

Linda Walker

Joined in 2006 and departed at the end of 2012. She now serves as
a Board Member of the College Success Foundation. During her 6-year
tenure here, she served on

Joined in 2003 and served as Board Vice President and Secretary
during her tenure. She was involved in many capacities, including:

Development Committee
• Audit Committee

•

•

Her son, Ethan, a 2008 graduate of Bertschi, is now at
Seattle Academy.

Steve Kessel
Joined in 2011 and was very active for one year serving on the:
•

Finance Committee

We are thankful for Steve’s creative thinking around the
budgeting process and school finances.
His children, Theo and Simon, both attended Bertschi School.

Capital Campaign Steering Committee
Diversity Committee
• Strategic Planning Committee
• Committee on Trustees (Chair)
•

Currently, she’s a member of the
Advancement Committee and
shares invaluable perspective as a
parent of three alumni:
Joe ’07, Sara ’09, and Molly ’11.

Sumi Almquist

“Bertschi’s Board
members are a
whip-smart group of
people who I was
privileged to learn
so much from.”
~Sumi Almquist

Joined in 2007 and served on:
Development Committee
Diversity Committee
• Finance Committee
• Facilities Committee (Chair)
•
•

Oscar Mraz
Joined in 2007 and served on our Strategic Planning Committee,
where he gave invaluable input for future planning. He also served as:

Her kids are all Bertschi Kids:
Griffin, Raven, and Kira.

Treasurer
• Finance Committee (Chair)
• Audit Committee
•

His daughter, Marguerite, graduated from Bertschi in 2010.

Board member Katarina Garner
and her family.

Incoming Trustees: Welcome to Our Team
Eric Best
This is a production of the
Bertschi School Advancement Office.

Thomas Cunningham
FACULTY REPRESENTATIVE

TIFFANY CAREY '91

Francine Dunnigan

DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

EMILY FOWLER

Mari Horita

ADVANCEMENT ASSISTANT

Latasia Lanier
ALUMNI PARENT,
FORMER BERTSCHI TEACHER

Donna Payne-Affleck
Heather Pope
PARENT COUNCIL PRESIDENT

Krish Srinivasan
Winter Wells
BERTSCHI ALUMNA, ‘86

Noah Wepman

ABOVE

New Trustee Krish Srinivasan and his daughter Tanvi

“While my son was ready to transition
to middle school, I wasn’t ready to leave
Bertschi. The Board is forward-thinking
and the composition reflects the strengths
and diversities of our students.”
~Latasia Lanier, parent of alum Lelan Bell ‘12

Bertschi School does not discriminate
on the basis of race, color, creed,
national or ethnic origin, socioeconomic status, gender, sexual
orientation or disability.

PAPER INFORMATION
This brochure was printed on FSC certified 100%
recycled post-consumer waste paper that was
manufactured with 100% certified renewable
energy and without the use of chlorine.
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IN JUNE 2012:

GRADUATES:

36 beaming Bertschi
5th graders received
graduation certificates
and headed off to middle
school with confidence.

This winter, we connected with a few 6th graders and asked how
they’re doing and what advice they have for current 5th graders
as they too prepare to move on to middle school.

Our most recent graduates
are now attending a number
of local schools, including:
• Billings Middle School
• The Bush School
• Eastside Catholic
• Hamilton APP
• Lake Washington

Girls Middle School
• Lakeside School
• Northwest School
• Overlake School
• Seattle Academy of

Arts and Sciences (SAAS)
• University Prep

Where are they now?

Advice to 5th graders:

Thoughts on now vs. then:

“Listen and focus because at
middle school you don’t get
warnings. And be on time or
your parents will find out!”
~Gus, University Prep

“I am enjoying my school a lot. We just started ski bus and I play

“You have to be more
organized because you change
classes and have lockers!!”
~Alex, Eastside Catholic

the guitar in the instrumental band. I run cross-country and I’ll
play baseball when it starts. UPrep is a little different than Bertschi
because you have to memorize your own schedule and manage
where your backpacks and bags are. It’s a big school and it’s easy
to lose things!” ~Gus
“The highlight of my time at Bertschi really was all my teachers.
I had great teachers that always helped me and made me feel
smart and happy. Bertschi made me a good public speaker and
an independent person.” ~Alex

“Middle school can seem
intimidating, but it isn’t too
different than elementary—
other than the huge high
schoolers stomping around
like giants.”
~Sydney, Northwest School

“I really enjoy all my classes. Humanities and Play Production are
my favorites. To the 5th graders at Bertschi: You have nothing to
be afraid of! If you work hard and always do your best, you’ll be
absolutely fine. The homework load at Bertschi may have been even
larger! I felt very well-prepared for middle school.” ~Sydney

