
“The best schools want to be generative, to instill 

in students a lifelong love of learning. They want 

students not just to acquire facts, formulas, and 

concepts but to have a thirst for learning and how 

to learn so that they can continue to grow and 

adapt throughout their lives. 

“Think about your own schools. What stands out 

about it? This is a question I often ask school board 

members…their assessment almost always depends 

primarily on the relationships they had with their 

teachers, and they always—always—speak about 

the journey not the destination.”

~From Seven Secrets of the Savvy School Leader,  

 by Robert Evans

In an educational landscape obsessed with test 

scores and college placement, it’s increasingly  

difficult for school leaders to focus on igniting a 

child’s passion for learning, or run with the  

unexpected “teachable moments” where inquisitive 

exploration leads to discovery in new ways. In Rob 

Evans’ view, the wisest leaders know, as Henry Miller 

put it, “one’s destination is never a place but rather 

a way of looking at things.” I am excited that  

Bertschi’s new strategic plan affirms the school’s 

commitment to innovation, interconnection, and 

intellectual curiosity, which is reflected in two  

inspiring global partnerships we have established 

with leaders in very different parts of the word:  

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia and Yurayaco, Colombia. 

Over the past two years, I have been working with 

David Makonnen, an Ethiopian-American, who 

founded Kobi Academy, a PreK-4th grade school 

in Addis Ababa. David shares our commitment to 

sustainability as well as global learning; he opened 

his school last fall with one classroom, a library, and 

a rainwater collection system to water the vegetable 

gardens. We are bringing together students who  

live half way around the world from one another  

and come with very different life experiences, to  

create a rich learning opportunity. Through this  

partnership, we will share stories, read poetry,  

explore family and school traditions, and more.  

Children will discern similarities and differences 

between our communities and cultures, and broaden 

their global understanding. We look forward to 

opening windows into both of our worlds through 

literature and true-life stories. 

On yet another continent, in a small village tucked  

in the Amazon Basin of South America, is the ethno-

educational institute of Yachaicurí. Started in 2000 

with a handful of children, the school now has grown 

to nearly 150 students between the ages of 5 and 18. 

This educational initiative integrates tribal environ-

mental values and practices with a strong western 

education, to develop indigenous leaders with the 

capacity to advocate on behalf of their communities 

and land. My daughter, Eva Erickson ’98, had the 
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Water. We can’t live without it, and yet nearly a billion people do not have 

access to it. In fact, in India, Honduras and Ethiopia, women and children 

walk up to five miles each day to collect and haul water for their families. 

It’s a shocking truth to many adults, let alone the compassionate 4th 

graders at Bertschi.

“The third week in March is the United Nations’ International Water  

Week and we wanted to make an impact on the kids,” said 4th grade 

teacher Randy Katz. “So we invited the non-profit organization Water  

1st International to give a presentation.”

Fellow 4th grade teacher Peter James contacted Bertschi parents Margie 

Duckstad and Christine Schoening—both of whom work with Water 1st. 

The pair visited the school on March 22—World Water Day—and shared a 

video and information about the aide work they provide to get clean, safe 

drinking water to people in underdeveloped countries.

“As a homework assignment, we asked the kids to do a water audit in  

their home,” said Randy. “We wanted them to understand how much water 

they use in a typical day to flush the toilet, take a shower and brush  

their teeth.”

Once the kids had a concept of how much water they use, they were tasked 

with hauling some of it around the playground.

“My class did a simulated water carry with jugs of 2, 3 or 4 gallons of 

water and we asked the kids to carry them around the playground at least 

twice,” said Randy. “Then we created a math problem to figure out the 

distance they hauled water.”

Jugs of water weighed anywhere from 15 to 35 pounds—a lesson in the 

physical effort required to haul water for one’s family.

“Some of the kids took the heaviest jug and a few girls went around the 

playground a couple dozen times,” said Randy. “They were very determined 

and committed to accomplishing the task.”

After the Water Walk, the students were asked to write about their  

experience.

“We carried water for at least two laps around the playground, which was 

just 1/41 of the distance that some people carry,” said Jonah.

“It taught us how much work they have to do to get water,” said Ben. 

“Also, it helps us think about our lives and their lives and ways to help 

others.” 

The hands-on task proved to be a powerful lesson for the students— 

inviting conversations and deeper understanding of issues that affect  

our world.

“We did it to see what it feels like to have to carry water every day,” said 

Lilly. “Now that I know, I wish I didn’t. Thank you Water 1st, for showing 

us how difficult it is in other places and how good our lives are.”

Kids Spend Recess Walking in Circles –  
Carrying Giant Jugs of Water
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“It taught us how much work  
 they have to do to get water,”  
 said Ben. “Also, it helps us  
 think about our lives and their  
 lives and ways to help others.”



Ready, Set, Action!
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What once was referred to as the “tech lab,” the space 
adjacent to the science room has quickly transformed into 
Bertschi’s own Universal Studio. Finishing up his first year as 
the new Technology Integrationist, Joey Tanaka has earned 
the respect of colleagues and students alike with his care 
and concern in marrying the appropriate technology with 
classroom projects and well, his ability to just do cool stuff 
with technology!

Bertschi’s technology philosophy articulates clearly that 
first grade is the developmentally appropriate stage to bring 
technology into the curriculum. The exposure in first grade 
is limited but purposeful, moving incrementally to introduce 
laptops and other technologies in second grade and beyond. 
Early this year, Stan Richardson and Joey set out to deter-
mine the best use of the tech lab space given the myriad 
of projects on campus, such as the market study in second 
grade, Independent Research Projects in third, the year-long 
world religions study in fourth, and the ancestry project in 
fifth grade.

Similarly, Stan, Tim Pipes and Joey spent much of their time 
exploring the best use of iPads in a lower elementary school 
setting. “The more tech meetings and conferences I attend 
in the Pacific Northwest,” claims Joey, “the more I realize 
that Bertschi is on the cutting edge of what we are doing 
with iPads and relevant age appropriate learning. We are 

definitely leading the 
profession in our part  
of the country.”

With a set of 20 iPads, 
Joey works with 1st  
and 2nd graders on  
animation, digital  
drawing, using real  
world pictures and 
superimposing student 
drawings, photo editing, and creating their own movies. 
“And, this work is not stand alone learning; it is tied in with 
units in the classroom and resource classes, like the first 
grade work in science on cloud formation,” claims Joey.

The capacity of the tech lab is also expanding for the upper 
grades. Until this year, most research projects in 3rd, 4th, 
and 5th grade have been rooted in PowerPoint. With the  
addition of the audio lab and new video equipment,  
students can create their own media for their projects.   

Looking to next year, Joey and Stan hope to expand  
the movie making capacities with more in-depth video  
production. Also, 20 more iPads will be in use on the  
Bertschi campus further enhancing the integration of  
technology into the Bertschi curriculum. Look out  
Steven Spielberg—Bertschi students are on your tail!

“The more tech meetings and 
conferences I attend in the 

Pacific Northwest, the more I 
realize that Bertschi is on the 
cutting edge of what we are 

doing with iPads and relevant 
age appropriate learning.”

~Joey Tanaka,  
Technology Integrationist



NAIS in Seattle:  
Spotlight on Bertschi
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In late February, the National Association of Independent 
Schools (NAIS) celebrated 50 years of developing and  
supporting independent school professionals holding their 
annual conference in Seattle. An unprecedented 4200+  
educators gathered to connect with colleagues from schools 
around the world as well as those just down the street.  

This unique opportunity was not lost on the Bertschi 
community.  School leaders attended the full three-day 
conference and school was closed on Friday, March 2 to 
allow teachers and staff to attend. Many board members 
took time away from work and family life to learn of “best 
practices” from schools across the country.  The conference 
could not have gotten off to a better start for the Berts-
chi community; much to our surprise, NAIS President Pat 
Bassett featured Bertschi’s Living Building in his opening 
presentation, honoring our deeply held commitment to 
sustainability and innovation.

While we busily cris-crossed the Convention Center to learn 
about brain rules in education from John Medina, were 
wowed by the Peace Game developed by John Hunter or  

attended workshops on Design Thinking presented by  
Nueva School, some Bertschi faculty were busy educating 
others drawing on our best work.  

Pam Lauritzen, Director of Admission and Financial Aid,  
and Julie McCleery, a UW Ph.D. candidate, shared Julie’s 
research about school choice and helped frame her findings 
for a group of school heads and admission professionals.

A Bertschi panel comprised of Stan Richardson, Brigitte 
Bertschi, Julie Blystad, Living Building architect Chris  
Hellstern, and fifth grade students Brock, Trevor, and  
Eleanor drew many educators wanting to learn more  
about a “Sustainable Campus:  An Innovative Educational  
Experience”.  While attendees enjoyed learning about  
the relationship between innovative curriculum and  
sustainable urban campus planning, the real point of  
pride for Stan, Brigitte, and Julie, was the exceptional  
skill and confidence displayed by Brock, Trevor and Eleanor. 
Our students truly demonstrated the academic and  
emotional skills honed at Bertschi, to an authentic  
audience of diverse educators in a professional venue.



Kids are natural learners. Sponges for information. They absorb the 

world around them through people, places and experiences—every 

single day. That’s why we look at education as a lifelong pursuit. An 

adventure led by educators, parents and others who are eager to share 

stories and knowledge with a new generation. We’re talking about 

grandparents. In an effort to engage grandparents in our school, we 

invited them to attend our inaugural Grandparent Tea on the afternoon 

of March 23.

“Cross-generational sharing is invaluable for our students,” said Alli 

Frank, Assistant Head of School. “We created this new event to help 

grandparents learn more about our curriculum, share their stories, and  

consider volunteering in an area that interests them,” said Tiffany 

Carey, Director of Advancement. 

Grandparents had an opportunity to mingle with one another over tea 

and cakes—followed by a short presentation on Bertschi’s curriculum 

and philosophy. The visit included a tour of the Living Building Science 

Wing where 5th graders shared inspiring stores about our sustainability 

program and how the new building serves as a teaching tool. The visit 

culminated with a Bertschi tradition—an All School Meeting. “This was 

a special afternoon, and we hope it inspires grandparents to engage in 

our classroom activities more often,“ said Brigitte Bertschi, Head of 

School. 

Those who volunteer at the school are eager to encourage others to do 

the same. “Eight years ago I read a story to my granddaughter and her 

classmates. Their faces were full of expectation and open approval—

and I was hooked before I finished the first page,” said Bobbie Tonn, 

Bertschi grandparent and volunteer. “My grandson is graduating this 

year—but not me. I’m staying right here at Bertschi.”

Bobbie’s enthusiasm is one of many examples why Bertschi’s strategic 

plan calls for school leadership “to develop opportunities for relatives 

and friends of Bertschi to participate in our community and enhance 

cross-generational connections to the school.” Because students and 

elders in the community have so much to share with each other.

“The potential for sharing your personal life knowledge with these 

young ones offers meaning for both sides,” said Bobbie. “Whether you 

read, draw, talk about your work, tell your family stories—whatever you 

do—I encourage other grandparents to engage in the interaction. You 

give love and they give it back.”

How do you take your tea?  
With biscotti and a bit of Bertschi.
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“My grandson is  
graduating this year— 
but not me. I’m staying 
right here at Bertschi.”

~Bobbie Tonn, Bertschi 
grandparent and volunteer



Hannah ‘06 and Graham ‘10 Fuller
Hannah is a junior at Seattle Academy. This summer, she is off to France 

for a home-stay with a French family in Rouen to further her studies at 

the Alliance Francaise. Graham is in 7th grade, also at Seattle Academy, 

and enjoys latin, playing the drums, and learning how to write code to 

create games for the iPod touch.  

Vivienne Western ‘04 
“During my semester break from college, I returned to Bertschi to help 

Robin with her 5th grade class. It felt like I had never left. Everyone 

was welcoming and the kids were enthusiastic. I think they are now  

motivated to go to college as they were impressed by me having  

four weeks of vacation instead of their two. Showing their math  

abilities, they quickly calculated ‘four weeks vacation, that’s one-third 

of winter!’ I could flash back to my 5th grade class with Robin as I saw 

the students’ enthusiasm as they read Beowulf, studied shapes in math, 

and read about Martin Luther King. My goal in helping was to see if 
I might be interested in studying elementary education and after 
this great experience, I am!”  

Adam Harrell ‘05 
Joanne and Bruce Harrell share an excerpt from a letter to Brigitte:  

“We wanted to share with you the news that your former student and 

our son, Adam, was accepted to Williams College in Williamstown, MA. 

We share this with you because we believe Bertschi School played a 

major role in his development and his academics success; we believe  

his experiences at Bertschi were absolutely critical with respect to  

his preparedness. As parents, we want to thank the great people, 
administration, teachers, and network of friends of Bertschi School 
who helped him so much. In looking at Adam’s records, we have  
attached his 1999 acceptance letter to Bertschi School to let you 
know that it was such a happy day for us, we kept it. We were as 

happy then, as we are now, in receiving his acceptance to Williams.” 

Nick ‘03 and Allie ‘06 Belyaev 
Nick is in his second year at Franklin & Marshall College in Pennsylvania. 

He is very involved with his college basketball team that is consistently 

playing in Division III playoffs. This is his second year serving as the 

team manager. Allie is in 11th grade at University Prep and received  

a national award last year for a school publication. She was also  

recognized this year as an attorney at the state mock trial competition 

in Olympia.
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Nabina Liebow ‘00 
Nabina graduated from Carleton College in 2011 and is now at  

Georgetown University in Washington, DC, working toward her PhD  

in philosophy, focusing on ethics. Some of her favorite Bertschi  

memories include the after school program, the Chinese New Year  

Parade, releasing baby salmon into the wilderness, and building  

(and setting off!) model rockets. After completing graduate school, 

Nabina hopes to continue teaching philosophy at the college level.  

Ed Liebow writes, “Nabina’s years at Bertschi provided our daughter 
with such a passion for learning, for which we are ever grateful!”

Molly Blancett, 1987-89 
Molly works as a television news reporter for KVAL News in Eugene, OR, 

which has been her life dream. She credits her early Spanish classes  

at Bertschi for helping her master the language at the University of 

Washington and abroad in Granada, Spain. She keeps in touch with a 

few of her Bertschi friends, even going to prom with fellow alum  

Paul Barach ‘93. She still asks classmate John Van Oppen ’87-‘88 to 

solve her computer problems as their companies often work together.

Bertschi’s Family is Growing!

 
Bertschi third grade teacher, Niamh O’Connell, and her husband 

welcomed daughter, Rowan Mai Powell, to their family on January 30, 

2012. Niamh enjoyed a short maternity leave this winter, but was back 

at school to finish the year with her students after spring break.  

She says, “thank you to everyone for the warm welcome back. It was 

hard to leave the little one, but so great to see everyone’s smiling  

faces. Rowan is doing wonderfully and we are so blessed to have her  

in our lives. She has brought a world of happiness to our hearts!”

Erin and Mark Callaghan 

welcomed Juliet Joseph  

Callaghan to their family on  

March 12, 2012. She joins big 

brothers Sid ‘08 and Greg ‘10, 

both Bertschi graduates who say, 

“we never thought it would be so 

fun to have a new little sister”.

Congratulations Graduates! We are 
proud to share that Bertschi’s class  
of 2005 will attend a number of  
universities in the fall, including:
Brown University 

Carleton College

Chapman University

Evergreen State College

Haverford College

Lewis and Clark College

Middlebury College 

Occidental College 

Pomona College

Purdue University

Rochester Institute of Technology

Syracuse University

University of Oregon

University of Washington

Williams College

Yale University

Bertschi’s Class of 2005 reconnect with 

one another at their reunion on May 3rd.



Bertschi Alumni Return  
to Teach Physics
By Cecilia Tung, Alumni Parent and Northwest School Physics teacher

On March 13th, Charlie Tarnoff ‘05, Henry Cryst ‘05, Larisa Bellan ‘05, and 
Adrie Cvitkovic ‘05 returned to Bertschi to teach 5th grade science students about 
energy transformation.

The seniors towered over the 5th grade students, but kept their attention using a home-
made project from their Physics class. A regular bicycle on a training stand was connected 
to an electrical generator to produce direct current electricity while students took turns 
pedaling. The seniors explained about the energy transformations taking place, starting 
with the food the students had eaten for breakfast that gave them the energy to pedal.

The 5th graders enjoyed visually seeing their energy output as they tried to levitate a 
tennis ball over the air stream of a leaf blower connected to the generator. But, the real 
highlight was using the energy they produced through the bike to power a blender! With 
the addition of milk, yogurt, bananas, and raspberries, the students delighted in drinking 
the smoothies that they had created through their own energy production. The activity  
was a perfect connection for the 5th graders who are studying various forms of energy in 
their science class. The seniors had the opportunity to teach about electricity and food 
nutrition, and enjoyed the opportunity to tour their former school. After the presentation, 
two 5th graders gave a tour of the Bertschi campus including the new Living Building  
Science Wing. Adriana later commented, “I liked reconnecting with Bertschi, which made 
such a big impact on my life. The 5th graders were so enthusiastic, too!” 
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Continuing a Legacy
“I still remember our first visit to Bertschi School,” recalls Helen  

Graham. “Good friends had raved about it, and when we toured,  

I understood why. Michael and I were so impressed with the confidence, 

articulateness and poise of our 5th grade tour guide—we thought  

if our child could turn out like this, it was a great place!” 

Helen’s son Jesse graduated from Bertschi in 2010 and is now a 7th 

grader at Lakeside. In Helen’s words, “Jesse received an incredible edu-

cation. He was challenged, supported, encouraged and most important 

to me, very well loved. Jesse learned invaluable lessons about respect, 

inclusion, teamwork and building community which have stayed with 

him to this day. I have Bertschi School to thank for that and much more. 

He formed deep friendships as did we, which continue to this day.”

When Jesse was in second grade grade, his father Michael was diagnosed 

with a terminal illness. Helen shares thoughtfully, “Our connection at 

Bertschi was something that helped sustain us through a very dark and 

despairing time. We got to experience first-hand the support, inclusion, 

steadfastness and dedication of the Bertschi community and how we 

were held by it in a profound and life-changing way. Such generosity! 

Food, childcare, trips to the hospital, gifts—mostly just continuous, 

thoughtful attention and care from so many wonderful people.”

“Given our experience, it is very easy to think about making a planned 

gift to the school,” says Helen. “It is a small way of saying thank you 

and of continuing the tradition of generosity that we were grateful to 

be a part of. The gift will be designated for financial aid to support 

the diversity of the school, which is something we value very much. I 

encourage all members of the Bertschi community to consider making 

a planned gift—to think about how much the school has meant to your 

child’s education and to the friendships you have made which make your 

life so much richer. It is truly just a small way of saying thank you, and 

continuing the school’s wonderful legacy of caring.”

Bertschi is grateful to Helen for her intention to honor and support  

the school through a planned gift. The Bertschi Legacy Circle was 

established to honor generous alumni, parents, and friends like Helen, 

who have created trusts, bequests, or other planned gifts to benefit 

the school. All who provide for the future financial security of Bertschi 

School with planned gifts are eligible to become members of the  

Bertschi Legacy Circle. For more information or to advise the school of 

your intention, please contact Tiffany Carey, Director of Advancement.

What Is Planned Giving? 
Planned giving (sometimes called “gift planning”) can enable donors 

to make larger gifts than they could make from their income. Some 

planned gifts provide life-long income to the individual or family, while 

others use estate and tax planning strategies to benefit both the school 

and the donor. A planned gift can maximize the contribution to the 

school and/or minimize its impact on the individual’s estate.

Planned gifts differ from contributions to the annual fund, which 

usually are funded by discretionary income; annual donations are not 

strategically planned with an eye toward one’s overall financial worth.

Why Make a Planned Gift?
• Donors can contribute appreciated property, like securities or 

 real estate, receive a charitable deduction for the full market value  

 of the asset, and pay no capital gains tax on the transfer. 

• Donors who establish a life-income gift receive a tax deduction 

 for the full, fair market value of the assets contributed, minus the  

 present value of the income interest retained; if they fund their gift  

 with appreciated property they pay no upfront capital gains tax on  

 the transfer.

• Gifts payable to the school upon the donor’s death, like a bequest 

 or a beneficiary designation in a life insurance policy or retirement  

 account, are exempt from estate tax. 

The Most Common Planned Gift – A Bequest 
A bequest through a will, which specifies how a donor’s property will be 

distributed after his or her death, is the most common type of planned 

gift. A bequest can indicate a specific dollar amount or asset (such as 

tangible property), or it can assign a certain percentage of the donor’s 

estate to the school. Schools are often informed of a donor’s intention 

to name the institution in their estate plans many years in advance of 

receiving the gift. It is often helpful and advisable for an individual 

considering a planned gift to consult with the school, particularly  

with regard to the intended use of the funds. Bequests designated for 

general purposes give the school greatest flexibility and reduce the  

likelihood that a donor’s wishes might not align with the school’s  

priorities. Bequests are critical to growing a school’s endowment,  

which provides recurring annual revenue and thus great financial  

stability during times of economic uncertainty.  

Donors should consult with their tax advisor regarding current charitable 

giving regulations and tax benefits applicable to their financial situation.

 It is a small way of  
saying thank you and  

of continuing the  
tradition of generosity 
that we were grateful  

to be a part of.  
~Helen Graham



Bertschi is a pretty special place. We’ve all invested deeply in our  

campus, curriculum and community to provide a rich and rewarding  

education for our students—and we are eager to share it with the  

world. That’s where a new website initiative comes into play.

“I’m really excited about the potential of the new website to bring the 

Bertschi experience to people through an online interface,” said Pam 

Lauritzen, Director of Admission and Financial Aid. “It’s difficult to take 

something that is very much 

about feelings and being in the 

moment—and to translate it 

through the web to give people an 

insight into who we are.”

The Bertschi team spearheading 

the website redesign consisting of 

Pam Lauritzen, Tiffany Carey, and 

Stan Richardson are confident the 

collaboration between Bertschi 

and the creative talents of web 

design firm If/Then will yield an 

engaging presence that accurately 

reflects the mission of the school.

The process began in January 

with a pair of design charrettes to gather insights and ideas. Students 

sketched pages, parents talked about the enrollment process and other 

opportunities to connect with the school online. Teachers discussed their 

wish lists to make the site more dynamic. In all, the sessions captured a 

lot of energy and ideas to take our website to the next level.

Content development will ensue this summer with plans to launch the 

new website in September.

“We plan to incorporate a lot more visual tools in the new website,  

including video and 360-degree photography to create some virtual 

tours,” said Pam. “And we’ll hear from the many different voices of our 

community—including students, teachers and parents talking about  

their experience and particular aspects of the curriculum that resonate 

with them.”

These first-person accounts are a great way for individuals to share 

 what they love most about Bertschi with those considering enrollment, 

employment or financial support of our programs. The audio/video  

testimonials will rotate along with other content in an effort to create  

a dynamic presence.

“We want to keep the content fresh and give people a reason to come 

back to our site and engage with our school,” said Tiffany Carey ’91, 

Director of Advancement. 

Efforts will also be made to customize information for faculty and staff, 

parents, board, and students.

“Each of our core audiences will have a log-in and landing page with 

content that is specific to them,” Stan Richardson, Director of Technology 

explained. “We want everyone to take an active, on-going interest and  

to have meaningful resources at their fingertips.”

Plans also include a page for alumni to stay connected with the Bertschi 

family and a vehicle for announcements, events and news.

“We see ourselves as leaders at Bertschi and we need a site that reflects 

that spirit,” said Pam. “It will be a valuable tool for everyone connected 

to the school and a way for us to share more about who we are and our 

role in the community.”

Summer brings warm weather. 
And excitement for an all new bertschi.org.

“We are really excited about the  
 potential of the new website to  
 bring the Bertschi experience to  
 people through an online interface.”
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Summer brings warm weather. 
And excitement for an all new bertschi.org.
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Ask many Bertschi alumni  

students and parents what they 

remember best about David Echols, 

and they will immediately reply,  

“Sam McGee!” Joined by Steve  

Lundin (brother-in-law of former 

long-time librarian, Jane Lundin), 

David annually visited the third 

grade during their study of the 

Klondike to recite the exploits 

of McGee and his prospecting for 

gold, which were memorialized in the well-known poem shared with  

students. David’s captivating and spirited delivery carried the children 

to the wilds of Canada in the late 1800’s year after year. This is just  

one of the many fond and often humorous memories that live on in  

the Bertschi community, following David’s sad and untimely death  

this winter. 

Not one to slow down, David began volunteering in earnest at Bertschi 

following his retirement a dozen years ago. He often could be seen 

helping students in his wife Anne’s kindergarten class write stories, or 

assisting first graders with math and reading.  David became a fixture 

in the Dragon Parade every winter, both behind the scene in preparing 

for the event and during the celebration. Having taught in Hong Kong 

and Taiwan, David’s knowledge of the Chinese language and culture was 

invaluable, and he was quickly recruited to put the finishing touches on 

the dragon each year. 

Anne shares a lovely story that captures David’s affection for Bertschi, 

ready willingness to help, and pure delight in spending time with  

children. When in her classroom, he would often pitch in at clean  

up time, modeling for students the importance of sharing this  

responsibility. David would often team with Bertschi alum Guy Thyer 
‘04, picking up Guy’s legs wheelbarrow-style, and they would cruise 

the room as a human vacuum picking up scraps of paper, smiles  

and laughter flowing. David could easily make even the most  

mundane task great fun.

Following a career of teaching middle school students, David loved 

working with “the little ones.” His humor, kindness, and sense of 

wonder brought the joy of learning to life for children, and for adults 

as well.  We are so grateful for the many gifts he shared with us, and 

simply for the opportunity to have had his presence in our community  

at Bertschi—as husband of Anne, brother of Jane, grandparent of 

Emma, volunteer, and friend. David will be deeply missed, but  

certainly not forgotten. 

In Honor of David Echols
There are strange things done in the midnight sun,

by the men who moil for gold;

The Arctic trails have their secret tales

That would make your blood run cold;

The Northern Lights have seen queer sights,

But the queerest they ever did see

Was that night on the marge of Lake Lebarge

I cremated Sam McGee.

~The opening and closing stanzas of “ The Cremation of Sam McGee”



Bertschi School does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, creed, 
national or ethnic origin, socio-
economic status, gender, sexual 
orientation or disability.

PAPER INFORMATION 
This brochure was printed on FSC certified 100% 

recycled post-consumer waste paper that was 

manufactured with 100% certified renewable 

energy and without the use of chlorine. 

2227 Tenth Avenue East
Seattle, WA 98102
www.bertschi.org

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
SEATTLE, WA

PERMIT NO. 1384

This is a production of the  
Bertschi School Advancement Office.

TIFFANY CAREY '91
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

EMILY FOWLER
ADVANCEMENT ASSISTANT

opportunity to work with the school in Yachaicurí, where she met 

Mama Natividad Jacanimijoy (Mama “Nati”). At 85 years old, she 

is one of the last Inga to speak the tongue fluently and teach the 

written language, as well as lead the community as a spiritual and 

physical healer. Eva shared with me how this elder stateswoman 

inspires both children and adults to learn about and celebrate  

their rich Inga heritage. In collaboration with Bertschi’s Global  

Initiative Program, both Yachaicurí and Bertschi students will have 

the opportunity to forge a creative exchange, using innovative 

media technologies. 

David, Mama “Nati” and I live and work in vastly different settings, 

to be sure. One might wonder what common thread could possibly 

connect our school with these two fledgling efforts, where resources  

are scarce; just electricity and clean water are at times a luxury. 

However, what we share is a deep belief in the inherent value of 

learning for the sake of learning. We strive to help children discover 

their gifts, find their passions and experience success. Perhaps  

most important, as leaders in our schools and communities,  

we work to provide what our students need to embark on this  

journey we call education and fully embrace every experience  

along the way, no matter where their path takes them.

 We are bringing  
together students who 
live half way around  
the world from one 

another and come with 
very different life  

experiences, to create  
a rich learning  
opportunity.
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