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Our Future Is Linked to Our Past
Community coming
together...
Forty years ago, shortly after arriving from Switzerland, I started Bertschi School. I believed then as I do now
that school is a place where families are key collaborators, and vital members of a community committed to
celebrating children. At Bertschi School, we work in partnership. We’re on the same journey together to build,
create and give to our children; to inspire and nurture them to open up to the learning in multiple ways, using
various approaches. Because we are a community first, Bertschi School is a place of life—of work and play,
tears and laughter. It’s not about one person; it’s about vibrant people coming together who are passionate
about working with children.
And just as that sense of community keeps children and parents discovering and contributing while they are
enrolled at Bertschi—it also keeps them coming back for more. At the start of the school year, we were blessed
to host over 500 students, families, teachers, staff and alumni for our incredible 40th Anniversary Picnic.
It was a joy to see so many faces and so much laughter, with our present and our past blending and mixed
together into one, harmonic party on campus!
This past summer, I had one of my very first students and her family visit from England, and join me on my
houseboat for dinner—it was such a treat. At school we also enjoyed many graduates over the summer
volunteering, and that’s community too. This is what Bertschi is to me, a life-long community. That strong
sense of belonging and family that we work to create and support doesn’t end when the kids leave here.
So as we celebrate 40 years of Bertschi, we’re focusing on our past, present, and future. And, since we are a
diverse community, we will all come at that theme in a different way, in our different roles. It will stir up different
memories and elicit different emotions and aspirations. For me, I reflect on how much of The Bertschi Way has
been with us from the very beginning, and how each and every incoming group of students and families
continues to add their own valuable contribution to our legacy, as a collective of generations joined together
in one true community.
Community also makes me think of the common feedback from parents that I’ve received over the years.
They’re impressed at how well our teachers know their children. It goes both ways, and that’s community.
I am as grateful to the parents who rallied around a budget issue and joined forces to raise money to fulfill a
pressing payroll need in 1976, as I am for the Board members who orchestrated and wrangled our 15-year
process of working with our neighborhood to expand our campus to what it is today.
I am thankful to the Board of Trustees who had a vision, supported building our unique campus, and have
done such great work in advancing our Believe in Bertschi Endowment toward the $5 million mark.
I thank all of you in our community who trusted my vision in the beginning; for collaborating with such grace,
commitment, and joy as you volunteered for work in the school; and welcome those who will come in the future
to join our far-reaching community.

For our 40th Anniversary year, we polled
students and teachers about which favorite
traditions they value most from their time
at Bertschi.

3rd Grade: Peter Powder Mystery
At the end of a 6-week chemistry unit, third graders participate in the
CSI-inspired Peter Powder Mystery. This assessment tool trumps any
pencil quiz or test. Students engage the process skills they’ve learned in
chemistry to analyze
mystery powders on

Pre-K: Self-Portraits

Peter and investigate the

This tool for early reflection helps our

motives, fingerprints,

youngest children establish comfort with

footprints, chromatogra-

the lifelong journey of understanding personal

phy, and hobbies of the

identity and celebrating individuality.

five suspects involved in

They create a series of mixed-media portraits

Peter’s disappearance.

using pencil, charcoal, oil pastel, watercolor,
and clay throughout the year—building and

4th Grade: World Religions

expressing their self esteem, self image, self

Fourth graders study five major world religions—Judaism, Christianity,

confidence, and self discovery. Each child’s

Islam, Hinduism, and Buddhism to understand different kinds of beliefs.

final acrylics-on-canvas portrait is unveiled at the Spring Arts showcase.

Each religion gets about one month of study where the kids visit a house
of worship, discuss how these religions are historically related, and engage

“A photograph says, ‘This is how the world

in research projects. We also explore each religion’s virtues, and discuss

sees you.’ The self-portrait replies, ‘Yes, but this

atheism and the fact that not everyone has a religion.

is how I see myself.’”

~ ANONYMOUS

Kindergarten: Streissguth Garden Walks
The Streissguth Gardens are a small, neighborhood, family maintained
urban oasis. Two local gardens were joined when Daniel and Ann were
married in 1968. A 15-year tradition, our Kindergartners visit the gardens
each month, learn their history and see first-hand how the power of
community makes a difference in the world. Most importantly, our kids
develop a strong attachment to this special place and as David Sobel says,
we “give them a chance to love the earth before we ask them to save it.”

1st Grade: Elder Friends
Each year, our first graders brighten Thanksgiving for the seniors in
our community with hand-made, fall and holiday-themed placemats.

5th Grade: Cornell Boxes

Other volunteers deliver meals and friendly visits to 60 elders on

This tradition began five years ago. Kids are introduced to the work of artist

Thanksgiving Day.

Joseph Cornell during a three-week project where meaningful objects are
sourced from home for each box. The most interesting items to date include

What I’d like to see in the future for Bertschi School is that we live our mission and values by embracing the
key elements of who we are, and keep living the commitment—every parent, every child, every teacher.

2nd Grade: Buddies

And of course, I’m hoping for more school picnics!

children learn and practice empathy and responsibility to others. Second

Warmly,

and 5th graders partner up and meet monthly, creating bonds that last

“How we preserve the core values that make up our

longer than the school year. Last year, a Design Thinking project had the 5th

foundation will impact how we perform in the future

Our buddy program began nearly 20 years ago, designed to help our older

graders creating the ideal play space for their buddies. They interviewed
Brigitte Bertschi
FOUNDER AND HEAD OF SCHOOL

each other, sketched ideas, created a paper model, checked in to ensure it
appealed to their partners, and constructed a 3D model out of different

a live plant that required watering, a rusty horseshoe, and a marble maze
with Lego characters.

as a committed and compassionate community.”
~ BRIGITTE BERTSCHI

recycled materials. We celebrated with a breakfast, then an exchange—
a great experience everyone cherished.
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“I like that you are always included in all the games.”
~ CLARE

“My favorite school activity is mixing potions in
science class.” ~ MADDY
“I like Bertschi because I get to meet new people
and learn new things.” ~ ANDERS
“I love Bertschi. The teachers are very nice and
the community rocks!” ~ SOPHIA H.
“I like that Bertschi School has chickens and a garden
and so much more. My dad taught 3rd grade here and
this would be my school if I had not moved away.
I wish it was.” ~ CHLOE (DAUGHTER OF FORMER FACULTY)

“After 38 years of

“Thank you so much for leaving me with such happy
memories. I loved learning about everything from
pottery to ecologically friendly architecture, from some
of the most joyful and caring teachers around. I still
appreciate Bertschi for the creative, inclusive, and all
around amazing community it is. Happy 40th Bertschi!”

being a Bertschi student,
I still have the belief and
enthusiasm that I first
experienced!” ~ ANONYMOUS

~ MORGAN DELANCY ’ 11

PLANNING COMMITTEE:
Wendy Munroe
Kate Riley
Cindi Tigges
Adam Weintraub ‘84
Bertschi’s Advancement Office
SPEAKERS:
Kim Armstrong (Trustee, Endowment
Committee chair, current parent)

Lelan Bell ‘12
Anita Collings (former Trustee)
Zach Collings ‘94
Herb Jahncke (former faculty)
Latasia Lanier (former Trustee,
parent, faculty)

Mary Pembroke Perlin (Trustee,
former parent)

VENDORS:
Charles the Clown
GOBE Design & Production
Homegrown Sustainable
Sandwich Shop
Kinkos FedEx
Ricardo Guity of Changodina
Enterprises (drum circle)
Paul Joseph Brown Photography
IN-KIND DONATIONS:
Trevor Dunnigan ‘12, photo booth
Scott Hill of Evolution Press
Wendy Munroe & Andrew Stout
of Full Circle Farms
Chris Sheehan of Hale’s Ales
Jennifer Shea & Mike Williamson
of Trophy Cupcakes
Annika Weber ‘15, cellist
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40th Anniversary Picnic
We were thrilled to host over 500 people on Saturday,
September 12th, to celebrate 40 years of Bertschi School,
right here on campus. Guests enjoyed food and drink,
games and activities, a photo booth, a drum circle, and
a clown performance. Thank you to all who participated,
helped plan, and sponsor this wonderful event.
“I love everything about Bertschi, from laughing
for hours, to learning new things. I hope Brigitte
has lots of adventures, but I’ll still miss her.” ~ SOPHIA H.
“I love Bertschi because I can be who I am
and no one judges me.” ~ TAMSIN
“My favorite memory from Bertschi
so far is the 2nd grade market.” ~ LOGAN

“Creative and wonderful teachers, environment,
and community!” ~ MINDY DODOBARA ’78
“I hope that Bertschi has its best year yet this
year. I hope kids have fun learning with all the
wonderful teachers at this amazing school.”
~ HARRY BLOOM ’ 15

“When I went here, my favorite thing was French
class and gymnastics. Now, I love how excited my
daughter is everyday about coming here and learning.”
~ ZOEY MINKOVE ’92

Thank you to the nearly 70 volunteers who helped the day run so smoothly,
including many alumni, parents, faculty, and staff:
Ama Ahovi
Masood Ali-Husein
Kim Armstrong
Alice Bankson
Teri Barnett
Audry Bernal
Lelan Bell ‘12
Krishena Bishop
Jennifer Bloch Garcia
Julie Blystad
Bernadette Bulacan
Ching Cheung
Robin Cheyney
Barb Clagett
Anita Collings
Zach Collings ‘94
Josiah Colombo
Lara Constable
Lauren Crowley
Raney Cumbow
Rob Cunningham
Thomas Cunningham

Shemiele Da’Briel
Francine Dunnigan
Trevor Dunnigan ‘12
Len Eisenhood
Phillip Emanuel
Amy Eyler
Sandra Faucett
Dianne Filip
Julie Florida
Emily Forster
Andrew Fox
Lesli Franklin
Mike Gardner
Evette Gee
Maria Grade
Rachel Green
Dustin Groshong
Julie Hepp
Queena Hill
Scott Hill
Herb Jahncke
Andrew Jewsbury

Jon Johnson
Sayuri Johnson
Jessie Kaarbo
Dilpreet Kaur
Kate Kerschbaum
Tina La Plant
Latasia Lanier
Pam Lauritzen
Kate MacArthur
Claire McCulloch
Nina McKay
Patrick McLane
Aimee McNae
Wendy Munroe
Brianna Pannell
Mary Pembroke Perlin
Kate Riley
Matt Riley
Xiomara Romero
Midori Saito
Shannon Sanders
Anne SanGiovanni

Sonya Schneider
Marisa Schoen
Jennifer Shea-Williamson
Chris Sheehan
Christina Sheehan
Susan Sidman
Mitchell Smith
Jeff Sobil
Rick Stiteler
Rie Sumitani
Cindi Tigges
Gillian Toledo
Vida Towne
Annika Webber ‘15
Adam Weintraub ‘84
Xiomara Weintraub
Deb Wepman
Mike Williamson
Lily Wong ‘14
Ray Wilson
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Peter James
25th year at Bertschi – 41st in teaching
What attracted you to Bertschi School?

curtain, which allowed us to have a stage. Parents brought meals

I moved here from England with my wife who’s from Tennessee.

to each performance, and we had a show! The kids loved creating

I taught at Spruce Street for one year, then went back to Britain

scenery, costumes and props.

where I worked at a dreadful school and was very unhappy.

How and why did you start World Religions study?

Brigitte called me in London and invited me to visit the school.

As a child, I had a pretty extensive religious life in the Methodist

I’ve been here since 1991 and have loved each year.

church which helped me grow to believe anyone who wasn’t

What’s changed the most at Bertschi?

like me was weird and scary. I remember being distrustful of

Bertschi School is now more organized

others and wondered what I could do as a teacher to help kids

Meet Teri Barnett

HIGHLIGHT ON
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT

than it was when I started. As we grew,

have a more positive experience. In my early years at Bertschi,

we needed more consistency between

we had a few kids of the Jewish faith who’d miss school on Rosh

OUR NEW ASSISTANT HEAD OF SCHOOL

Our faculty and staff enjoy expanding their learning

classes. And since we’ve become more

Hashanah, and other kids didn’t really know why. So we started

What do you love about Bertschi School?

through professional development each year. A snippet

formalized, there’s a much clearer

learning about Judaism in class and I took my students to places

Being new to a community is one of the most powerful ways to discover

of what we’ve been working on:

sense of what we do. I’m excited that

to meet other people who were Jewish. We went to synagogues

appreciative every single day. In the way we greet one another in the

NWAIS Fall Educators Conference: “Transformative

there’s still room for innovation,

and studied the history of Judaism. Gradually the Jewish children

morning, during classroom meetings, and as we move about campus,

Moments: The Journey to Inclusive, Welcoming Schools”

allowing teachers to express their

took ownership and were empowered to tell their story. One

there’s a sense that people are seen, heard, and respected for the

Topics included managing unconscious bias, gender equity,

unique gifts they bring to a community.

and mindfulness, as tools toward self-knowledge and

What inspired you to become an educator?

social responsibility.

passions and creativity.

summer, I met a teacher from an Islamic school and we set up

how a school lives its life. Bertschi has been welcoming, inclusive and

Which Bertschi traditions are gone?

a class swap. We visited her school, sharing conversation and

Many years ago, faculty would go to Roanoke Park Place at

activities, and were invited to a mosque. We expanded this work

lunchtime. It was very social—a lot of people committed to

to explore five religions, including Christianity, as we found that

joining up on the last Friday of the month. We also used to

many kids didn’t understand the symbols and meaning of their

have a men’s group, where we’d meet once a month at each

own religion.

other’s home to hang out and build our friendship.

What is a fascinating experience outside of Bertschi?

How did you end up in fourth grade?

In 2007, I took a sabbatical, leaving temporarily with my wife,

“We are learning every day—from our challenges,

I started at Bertschi as a 3rd grade teacher, yet have taught 4th

Marianne, to travel in many countries over five months.

mistakes and small victories. As an assistant head,

grade for 20 years. I really like this grade because the kids are

We sailed in the West Indies; visited England and the Canary

I’m honored to facilitate this learning.”

capable and independent enough that we don’t have to manage

Islands; joined a safari in South Africa, and then went to Cape

What are you looking forward to MOST?

and refocus their attention so much. They can go with an idea for

Town. From there we explored South America and spent time

I’m fascinated by the balance of legacy and growth that this school has

in Buenos Aires, Uruguay, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, and the

clearly found over the last 40 years. Our challenge is to continue to be the

Focused on developing projects that allow students to

a long time and develop new ideas. They really want to learn and

Galapagos Islands. We finished our trip resting on a beach in

school Brigitte envisioned 40 years ago while growing in a rapidly changing

work collaboratively, mimicking the actual work of

like their teachers. It’s a nice fit for what I’m interested in—I want

world. Honestly, I am most looking forward to how much I am going to

professionals in their fields.

to help kids learn about what’s outside their little bubble.

Mexico. The multicultural learning I gained was priceless and

Is it true that you brought recorders to Bertschi?

certainly flavored my classroom teaching thereafter.

I did introduce playing recorders, starting most days playing as a

What do you hope for Bertschi’s future?

class. I also think I began dinner theater at Bertschi. For a couple

As we get more sophisticated, I hope that we don’t lose the magic

years, 4-5 kids would chose a theme and write a play. We used

of childhood, and still feel empowered to get on the floor and play

the PE room, and I ran a string between the posts to make a

with kids to help understand how they learn.

Being an educator means being a learner. I switched from adult education
to working with children because I longed for the feeling that my presence

Design-Thinking Workshop

would make a difference in a child’s life. This is an awesome (in the true

Hands-on and practical learning experience for faculty;

sense of the word!) responsibility I am honored to carry every day. It is one

offering strategies for engaging students in critical thinking

that every adult in this school also realizes and you can see it in the way

and problem solving in a collaborative setting.

they talk with children.

learn—beginning with children’s names to having a full understanding of the

EdTechTeam Summit: Google Apps for Education
Learning event focused on deploying, integrating,
and using Google Apps for Education to promote
K-12 student learning.
Hands on Project Based Learning

arc of a Bertschi education. Building trust and learning from observation is

Multi-Sensory Math Workshop

my most important role.

Research and methodology behind multi-sensory

Outside school what’s your life like?

instruction, and techniques for teaching basic

I love my woodland garden in Issaquah. Also anything that gets me

numeracy and place value.

moving—hiking, running, beach walking, and yoga. I’ve been in a book club
for 22 years and I’m currently spending more time with my husband and
friends, adjusting to an empty nest, with our two daughters off at college.

Cedarsong Nature School Teaching Training
Strategies for connecting children with nature to
inspire wonder, inquiry and discovery.
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KEY CAMPAIGNS FROM
OUR PAST THAT MADE US
WHO WE ARE TODAY:
Purchased in 1980, the Church was our second space, expanding
Bertschi classes up through 2nd grade and adding space for PE,
Science, and a Library.
When we began renting the Annex in 1985, the School House was
home to music, Spanish and the computer lab, plus Pre-K, Kindergarten,
1st and 4th grade—and it wasn’t even as big as it is today!
Our Library and Learning Services are contained in the Lynn House,
purchased and remodeled in 1991 for a new Science room and a
5th grade classroom.
The North Campus Project: $107,000 Raised
In 1992, a second floor was added inside the Church building’s
vaulted main space. This added two classrooms upstairs.
And an Art room in the basement.

Building Bertschi School

North Playfield Project (Basketball Court): $158,000 Raised
In 1995, the Major Gifts Committee addressed the need for
more play space by raising money for a basketball court.

Join us in celebrating and thanking the parents of the past whose vision and
financial support created the world in which our children today are growing,

Schoolhouse Expansion: $347,225 Raised
In the summer of 1997 the Schoolhouse west addition was
added creating the two rooms now housing Spanish and 2nd Grade.
The main playground space was also remodeled adding the
playhouse and new play equipment.

exploring and becoming compassionate, confident and creative learners in
our local and global community.

Bertschi Growth with David Thyer

TOP, CLOCKWISE: WASSEF HAROUN AND DAVID THYER, LIVING SCIENCE WING,
BERTSCHI CENTER ; BUILDING PHOTOS: YORAM BERNET

Through 14 years of board leadership, parent volunteer

How did you begin to help Bertschi grow?

Did you hand pick your board for growth?

and real estate developer, David Thyer, helped guide the

The first part of my board tenure was all about growth and appro-

We had a number of great board members with real estate

continued growth of the Bertschi campus to the beautiful

priate expansion onto the southern end of the block. Tom Barton

experience, and very good legal attorneys. It was great timing

facility we have today.

was Chair of the Board and had strategically acquired an apart-

for us to design and fund green architecture. The diversity of

DAVID’S TENURE INCLUDED:

ment complex that fit within vision of expanding the school. The

our members has been reflective of the culture that makes the

5-Year Plan was pretty clear about how the school needed and

school what it is. Everyone shared the same vision and passion

wanted to grow. Our next challenge was getting from owning that

for Brigitte and the school, for what it was, and what it was

real estate, to creating building plans focused on sustainability.

becoming. The talent, commitment, and passion our board felt

How did the neighborhood react to growth?

for the school was amazing.

From a community perspective, it’s not uncommon for the

What do you hope for Bertschi’s future?

Your children attended Bertschi. What was the campus
like when they started here?

immediate neighbors to any school to have issues with growth—

I’m proud that Bertschi was at the forefront of green

there’s traffic, parking, and noise.

building and that our facilities were constructed to support

When my wife Jane and I first visited Bertschi 17 years ago,

How did you deal with the challenges of our building campaigns?

our forward-thinking sustainability curriculum. I hope the school

we fell in love with Brigitte and the little urban campus.

I’ve always thought I had a relatively quiet leadership style and

can remain fundamentally true to Brigitte’s philosophy and

The physical footprint was basically about half the size of what

like to think that I was a calming influence at the board level,

that her vision will be sustained and built upon going forward.

it is today. More than half that square footage was for teaching,

working to convey that we should be confident we’d be able to

And the steady growth of our endowment is fundamental to

but in lots of classrooms tucked away in every nook and cranny—

get things done in the long term. Having problems like concerned

that charge. I look forward to seeing how the school moves

neighbors and difficult city processes, appeals, and legal obstacles

forward and continues to prosper.

• Endowment Task Force Chair
• Facilities Committee
• Board President

2011-13

2001-2011

2005-08

• Board Vice President

2004-05

• Chair of Facilities Committee

2003-05

that was part of the intimacy of the whole Bertschi experience.

are all part of real estate development.
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Mission 2000: $1.4M Raised
Expansion and renovation of the Church building in 1999 added
space to the west on all floors creating the 5th grade suite,
3rd Grade classroom, and a larger Science room (now tech lab space).
Major seismic upgrades and a complete resurfacing of
the building exterior were also completed.
Make Room for Bertschi: $3M Raised
2005 saw the purchase of the Hooper House and the Reid Court
apartments. The Hooper House remodel allowed Bertschi to bring
Pre-K back to Bertschi School in 2006 and provide much needed
administrative office spaces.
Opened in 2007 on the site of the old Reid Court apartments, the
Bertschi Center was the first LEED gold-certified elementary school
building in WA state and gave us much improved PE, Art, and Music
rooms. This building together with the Hooper House increased
Bertschi’s footprint by nearly 50%.
Bringing Stories to Life: $800,000 Raised
2008 was the year for stories. The Drama Lab was created in the
Church basement and the Library was moved into the remodeled
first floor of the Lynn House. After 12 years of being portable,
the drama program finally had a home!
Living Building Campaign: $950,000 Raised
Opened in 2011 to much fanfare, the Bertschi Science Wing
is the fourth building in the entire world built to the Living
Building Challenge 2.0 standard.
Believe in Bertschi Endowment Campaign:
Over $3.3M Raised to Date
The endowment will preserve Brigitte’s legacy and ensure that
Bertschi’s financial needs are supported well into the future.
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A Life of Community

Annual Report 2014/15

by Heather Hughes

Since the founding of Bertschi School in 1975, we have counted on the deep investment made
by our community yearly toward the education of every child enrolled. Our deepest gratitude
to our donors for the continued generosity that makes Bertschi School possible.

Bertschi was always the obvious choice for
our family. First, it was my own discovery as
a substitute teacher, where I witnessed a
community of children who were always
confident in their exploration, creative in
their approach, and compassionate toward
others. I knew I would want our own children
to be Bertschi Kids.

When we lost Sarah, I thought our time at Bertschi needed to

In 2004, our eldest daughter Annie started kindergarten

for our family. Brigitte had created a school community that was

at Bertschi and thrived, growing into a confident, eager and

nurturing and accepting—no matter what. We wanted to help

thoughtful learner—paving the way for her siblings Sarah and

other families experience that empowering sense of community,

Peter to join the Bertschi community. All three of our children

too. When we reflected on which families to focus on, we looked

Operating Revenue		

Operating Expenses		

loved being a part of Bertschi. They learned to respect their

at ourselves—I remembered that feeling I had as a substitute

Tuition & Fees

Educational Program

$4,437,741

peers, to communicate with kids and adults, and to share their

teacher at Bertschi, how I dreamed of sending my own children

Investment & Other

$107,233

Administrative

$1,151,551

learning through art, public speaking, poetry, and plays.

here—and we knew.

Bertschi Fund*

$437,094

$5,589,292

We all experienced the heart and soul of Bertschi School to be

Sarah’s memorial endowment fund was created with the

Total Gross Operating Revenue

its teachers, who share their passion, creativity and love with

intention to help make this amazing community abundantly

Total Operating Expenses
		
		

all students. So, my family wasn’t surprised when the Bertschi

richer by embracing Bertschi staff and teachers as both

community stepped up in the face of Sarah’s cancer diagnosis

educators and parents. The fund offers financial aid to our own

in 1st grade. After a summer of chemo and radiation, Sarah

faculty and staff who would like their own children to experience

end. The memories were just so fresh and so strong. But our
family soon realized the Bertschi community was our community;
and they were there for us just as much as ever. Although Annie
had moved into middle school, Peter was starting first grade and
wanted to be at the school where his sisters had attended and
his friends and teachers knew him and our family.
We started the Sarah M. Hughes Memorial Endowment Fund
because we knew that giving back to Bertschi was a top priority

returned to Bertschi as a 2nd grader, stepping into GT’s “cabin”

a Bertschi education. We’re proud to say that this year nine

with no hair, little energy and a big smile on her face. Her teacher

current students are faculty and staff members’ children, directly

INVESTMENT & OTHER
2%
TUITION & FEES
91%

BERTSCHI FUND
7%

$5,814,752

$6,359,079

CORPORATE MATCHING

Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS

The Home Depot, Inc.

Bama Works Fund of Dave Matthews Band

Trevor Dunnigan

Amgen Foundation

Seattle Foundation

J. Garner Studios

GL Systems

benefitting from Sarah’s fund. Knowing that her life and memory

Microsoft

and love during the months of her ongoing treatment. The follow-

has helped the community grow in this way, would make our

Intellectual Ventures

Anonymous

ing year, Sarah’s 3rd grade classmates and teacher Niamh kept

daughter very proud.

Boeing

Teresa and Bill Predmore

holding Sarah up with compassion and friendship.

Callison
Starbucks
Salesforce.com Foundation
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ADMINISTRATIVE
21%

* Total Cash Gifts and Pledge Payments Received July 1, 2014-June 20, 2015

RESTRICTED GIFTS

and classmates embraced her, and treated Sarah with respect

EDUCATIONAL
PROGRAM
79%

Eric Hopper
Wendy Munroe and Andrew Stout
Jennifer Shea and Mike Williamson

LIVING BUILDING SCIENCE WING
Jennifer and Eric Best
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The Bertschi Fund Donors 2014/15
Ehelnesh and Fitsum Aberra
Donna Payne-Affleck and
Robert Affleck
Ama Ahovi
Kim Capon and Ryota Akamine
Susie and Alex Algard
April and Jim Allison
Bill Alsdurf Jr.
Emily Alsop
Amazon
Lisa and Roger Anderson
Anonymous
Emily Aquino
Vivian and Jaime Aranda-Michel
Kim and Scott Armstrong
Terry and Alan Axelrod
Cody and Alexander Baehr
Alice and John Bankson
Carolyn and Max Bardon
Lisa and Nicolas Beard
Annette and Daniel Becker
Lelan Bell
Alexander Belyaev
Donna Benaroya
Tracy Bennett
Deborah and Richard Berger
Joanne and Matthew Berk
Audry Bernal
Jennifer and Eric Best
Francesca Lo and Jeff Birdsall
Julie and Steve Bishop
Krishena and James Bishop
Jennie and Peter Bloch Garcia
Leora and Paul Bloom
Julie Blystad
Ashley Bockman
Aimee Sher and Sven Bolen
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Liat Uziyel-Bollag and
Laurent Bollag
Marne Sannes and
Daniel Brewer
Brigid and Mark Britton
Elizabeth and Joseph Brown
Mari and Roger Brown
Shelby Brown
Suzanne Lasser and
Stephen Burns
Lisa and Mark Caputo
Tiffany Carey
Lynn and Bill Carr
Caitlin Chamberlin
Jessica and Eric Chantelois
Tracy Newman and
Michael Cockrill
Jonathan Coddon
Helen Graham
Renee and Scott Colee
Josiah Colombo
Margie Duckstad and
Kevin Coluccio
Debbie and Bob Commons
Lara and Pete Constable
Deborah and Michael Conway
Jill and Chris Corsi
Patricia Orellana and
Michael Coulson
Dilpreet Kaur and Darrell Craig
Brenda Cram
Heidi and Paul Crane
Shannon Cruzen
Irena Cumbow
Rachel Cumbow
Pam and Roland Cunningham
Kate Kerschbaum and
Rob Cunningham
Anna and Thomas Cunningham

Helen Curtis
Kathleen and Tim Daly
Lena and Jacob Davis
Leija and John Davis
Cameron Davis
Carolyn Davis
Susan and Steve Day
Jo Ann and J.D. Denney
Kristina Detwiler
Marguerite and Karl Dillon
Jane Distad
Jacquelyne and Richard Doane
Mindy and Steve Dodobara
Margaret Driscoll
Lisa Yost and Gail Dubrow
Tomoko Yamazaki and
Peter Duncan
I-Hua Huang and
Christopher Duncan
Francine and Jim Dunnigan
Anne Echols
Robin Cheyney and Jim Edmunds
Sharlee and Peter Eising
Leonetta and Osaretin Elaiho
Kristine and Christopher Eng
Brigitte Bertschi and
Peter Erickson
Amy and Paul Essene
Amy and Matt Eyler
Dianne Filip
Stephen Fina
Jon Fine
Gabrielle and David Fitzgerald
Alison and Jim Flaggert
Betsy and Christopher Forster
Meg Horrigan and Terry Foster
Julie and Nick Foster
Andrew Fox

Lesli Franklin
Jennifer Friend
Patricia and Michael Frost
Nancy Gambell
Jennifer and Mike Gardner
Katarina and Jim Garner
Ananda and Scot Gellock
Courtney and Ira Gerlich
Danielle and Michael Githens
Tatyana and Stacy Globerman
Chris Golden
Lydia and Mark Gollin
Charon Gooding
Shannon and Jim Gooding
Maria Grade
Bridget Bakken and Derek
Graham
Janis and Leon Grant
Celwyn and Josef Green
Laura Tranin and
Alan Greenstein
Sally and Terence Gregory
Pamela and Robert Gregory
Dustin Groshong
Erin and Seth Gustafson
Goga Crnkovic and David Hahn
Kim and Daniel Hardman
Racha and Wassef Haroun
Ana and Will Harris
Derren Haskell
Jane and Jim Hawkanson
Anne and Piers
Heaton-Armstrong
Renee and Joshua Herst
Delney and Gil Hilen
Lily Bach-Hilen and Drew Hilen
Christine and Scott Hill
Alexandra and Tim Hinderliter

Julie and Eric Hopper
Lillian and Akira Horita
Mari Horita
Margarett Shnorhavorian
and David Horne
Marguerite Hubbard
Mary Ellen and Pat Hughes
Heather and Jim Hughes
International Living Future
Institute
Carol and Derek Iverson
Madison Jacox
Candice Feldman and
Brody James
Marianne Scruggs and
Peter James
Sayuri and Bengt Johnson
Danielle and Grant Johnson
Jon Johnson
Emily Trenkner-Jones and
Jason Jones
Jessie and Noah Kaarbo
Van Kantner
Coral Edward and Ragubathi
Karthigesu
Mary and Jonathan Kauffman
Gayle Kellner
Margot Kenly and Bill Cumming
Mamta and Michael Kenna
Colleen Kerschbaum
Maureen and Michael
Kerschbaum
Sibyl Frankenburg and
Steve Kessel
Sylvia and Sam Ketcham
Ruth and Mike Kidd
Pamela and Jonathan Kil
Marv Whitson and Steve Kipp
Keiko Koizumi
Jen Kraft
Tina La Plant
Lynda and Adam Lacy-Hulbert
Sue and Bob Lanham
Rachel and Tony Lanham
Latasia Lanier
Christine and Eric Larsen
Pam Lauritzen
Kristin Stockard and David Law
Margaret Connelly and
Chuck Lawrence
Cyndy Su and Chong Lee
Erin and Kevin Leff
Paige Stockley and Steve Lerner
Jaclyn and Stefan Lessard
Theresa and Tony Lo

Abby London
Gladys and Pat Ly-Au Young
Suzanne Eichenlaub and David
Manelski
Joy and Chai Mann
Judy Nicastro and
Peter Mansour
Mishele and Jon Maron
Mary Ann and Andrew Mason
Kelly and Peter Maunsell
Maria and Manny McBride
Miya and Dwayne McClain
Katie McKay
Nina and Pat McKay
Jessica McKay
Barbara and Rus McKinney
Sarah and Ryan McKinney
Aimee and Adam McNae
Carol Bailey Medwell and
Steven Medwell
Agnieszka and Fabrice Miguel
Katrina and Shont Miller
Zoehana and Jordan Minkove
Zoe Mitchell
Maria and Kyle Mobley
Karen and Andrew Moore
Suzi and Todd Morris
Patty and Steve Morrissey
Melinda Williams and
Mark Murray
Sonya Schneider and
Stuart Nagae
Carol Vogt and Jed Nahum
Pei Chin-Nguyen and
Richard Nguyen
Kyleen and William Niccolls
Annelliott Willis and Jim Nida
Trinh and Jason Norsen
Niamh O’Connell
Lesley and Steven Olswang
Alexis Ortega
Francis Delgado and Scott Pack
Brianna and Jason Pannell
Sharon and Jeff Parker
Erin and Todd Parsons
Meera and Sujal Patel
Mary Pembroke Perlin and
David Perlin
Chris Pesce
Kim and Brian Peschel
Lecia and Alexi Phinney
Shabana Khan and
Robert Picinich
Ann Watson and Michael Pickett
Cindy and George Pierce

Charisse Cowan Pitre and
Paul Pitre
Carilyn and Joshua Platt
Julie Irwin and Steve Pokorny
Carol and Mark Pollard
Teresa and Bill Predmore
Chanin Kelly-Rae and
Richard Rae
Laurie Raker
Gary Reed and Karen Harp-Reed
Melody and Robert Rhodes
Betsy and Mario Ribera
Zakiya Rice, MD
Stan Richardson
Kate and Matt Riley
Marty Kim and Mark Roggeveen
Monique Rothschild
Susan Roxborough
Rie Sumitani and Sebastian
Ruehlmann
Judy and H. Jon Runstad
Kayley Runstad
Shelly Ogden Sage and John Sage
Midori Saito
Char and Chris Saitta
Anne and John SanGiovanni
Linda Arland and Greg Schoch
Christine and Eric Schoening
Brenda Schultz
Lisa Fazio and Greg Schwartz
Hannah Linden and Cheryl Scott
Taral Patel and Sanjay Shah
Christina Sheehan
Lisa Chew and Dean Shibata
Jeannie Shu
Stacie and Karl Siebrecht
Alexandra Read and John Siegler
Jennifer Sill and Marcus Reichert
Amarjit Kaur Sandhu and
Harjinder Singh Sandhu
Fetiya Omer and Faysel Siraj
Liz Holohan and Joe Slagel
Paige Smith
Evette Gee and Mitchell Smith
Ann and Jeff Sobil
Senan and Perry Soriano
Lindsay Springsteen
Divya Krishnan and
Krishnan Srinivasan
Bernadette Bulacan and
Robert Starin
Carlyn and George Steiner
Jennifer Stewart
Daneen and Charles Stiefel

Courtney and Brent Stiefel
Cheryl and Rick Stiteler
Wendy Munroe and
Andrew Stout
John Sullivan
Michelle Sullivan
Swopboard Inc.
Joey Tanaka
Emily Forster and Joe Tappan
Sarah Thomas
Jane Hedreen and David Thyer
Cindi and Kevin Tigges
Gillian and Rob Toledo
Bobbie Tonn
Vida Towne and Andy Chiodi
Maya Trachtenberg
Gerrie Hashisaki and
Frank Tubridy
Julie Santos and Tim Ufkes
Mattie and Mark Vadon
Cathy and Mark VanAntwerp
Ann Collier and
James Vandergrift
Sue and Philip Vaughn
Tyra and Charles Walsh
RoxAnn Ward
Courtney Flora and Ted Webber
Lisa Christoffersen and
Jeff Weber
Heather and James Weimann
Nancy Weintraub
Xiomara and Adam Weintraub
Beth and Daniel Weiskopf
Winter and Darryl Wells
Deborah and Noah Wepman
Kelley and Gary Western
Beth Williams
Jennifer Shea and
Mike Williamson
Keisha and Raymond Wilson
Deborah and Andrew
Wolf-Saxon
Jennifer and Tracy Wong
Tisha Pagaliliauan and
Greg Zamudio
Kimberley Jollow and
James Zimring

13

Alumni Updates

GIVING SUMMARY
Bertschi Fund

When they were last on campus,

$437,094

General Endowment

their favorite Bertschi School memories.

$202,049

Professional Development Endowment

Here are some of their responses:

$13,000

Sarah M. Hughes Memorial Endowment

• The one day it snowed and we all got soaking wet. – Caleb Fietsam

$127,385
$39,500

Restricted Gifts

$20,000

Living Building Science Wing Payments

• Teacher Robin – Sarah Friedman
• Peter’s game tournaments – Sam Allnutt
• Winning the PE NCAA Tournament Bracket – Craig Bartholomew

$6,250

Grand Total

Singing
with Jerry
~ Jacob Iglitzin

• The 5th grade play – Zoe Mitchell
Faculty Compensation Endowment

~ Sophie Katz

we asked the class of 2008 to share

$92,650

Brigitte Bertschi Financial Aid Endowment

Peace Tag

We want to hear what our alumni are doing! Please send your

$937,928

news, photos and updates to alumni@bertschi.org, and we’ll

Being a
dinosaur
~ Brahm Coler

include you in our next newsletter issue.

*Total Cash Gifts Received July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

SAVE THE DATES:

2014/15 Endowment Contributors
GENERAL ENDOWMENT

FACULTY COMPENSATION ENDOWMENT

Lisa and Nicolas Beard

Kate and Matt Riley

April 29, 2016 Join us at the Legacy Celebation Dinner
May 5-7, 2016 When we welcome back alumni from the Classes of ’09, ’15,
		
and host all Bertschi alumni at our reunion weekend

Lisa and Mark Caputo

Cindi and Kevin Tigges

Lara and Pete Constable

Welcome Back Tracy Bennett

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT ENDOWMENT

Helen Curtis

Sujal and Meera Patel Foundation

Brigitte Bertschi and Peter Erickson

Kate and Matt Riley

Jennie and Peter Bloch Garcia

Currently Head of Seattle Waldorf School, Tracy Bennett has returned to Bertschi School

Jennifer and Mike Gardner

this year as a Board Trustee, after many years away. She has two daughters who are Bertschi

SARAH M. HUGHES MEMORIAL ENDOWMENT

Pam Lauritzen

Rhea and Clark Coler

Sally and Dean Martin

alum: Ruth, who is a senior at Overlake, and Jaquelin, who is a freshman at Overlake.

Margie Duckstad and Kevin Coluccio

Stan Richardson

Most will remember Tracy as Director of Admission and Development at Bertschi from

Heather and Jim Hughes

Kate and Matt Riley

Kate and Matt Riley

2002-07. We also are grateful for her leadership in the Advance Bertschi and Make Room

Carrie Delaney Rhodes

Shelly Ogden Sage and John Sage

Lisa Fazio and Greg Schwartz

for Bertschi building campaigns.

Sarah M. Hughes Foundation

Divya Krishnan and Krishnan Srinivasan

Tracy’s experience working in independent schools over the past 30 years touches on many

Mattie and Mark Vadon

programmatic areas, communications, marketing and public relations. As a consultant working

Keisha and Raymond Wilson

with Ian Symmonds Associates, she worked closely with dozens of schools across the country,

FINANCIAL AID ENDOWMENT
Anonymous

focusing primarily on governance, strategic planning, advancement and Head searches.

Kim and Scott Armstrong
Kat and Tom Barton

Building a strong endowment gives Bertschi School the freedom

Tracy Bennett

to live our mission and enhance our curriculum well into the

Lynn and Bill Carr

future. We thank our donors for stepping forward with your

Kate and Matt Riley
Mattie and Mark Vadon
Deborah and Noah Wepman
14

financial support of the endowment, just one of the many ways
you prove your leadership and commitment to our school.

She will lend her expertise this year as a member of our Head of School Transition Committee.
Tracy writes, “I am honored to be a member of the Board of Trustees at Bertschi.
I care deeply about the school, and am delighted to serve in this capacity,
particularly through this significant moment in the school’s history.”
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