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Kobi Academy

Did you know? Ethiopia follows the Julian

Our plan with Kobi includes working together with our PE teacher,

calendar with 12 months of 30 days each,

Vida Towne, to learn about games from one another and how our cultures
intersect around healthy habits and physical fitness. Daniel Asres,

and a 13th month of 5 or 6 days called Pagame.

the director of Kobi, will help us establish an ongoing communication
exchange via videos, drawings and other media.
About Addis Ababa:
Addis Ababa, sometimes spelled Addis Abeba, is the capital city of Ethiopia.
It is the largest city in Ethiopia, with a population of 3,384,569. The diverse
community speaks eighty different languages. Ethiopia is located in eastern
Africa, on a bulge of land called The Horn of Africa.

Together, with our group of inspiring and creative faculty, we welcome
eager students with our doors open wide, to new learning opportunities.

Games played by children in Ethiopia: Hockey, breaking grounds,

We love to leverage knowledge through courageous actions, and work

hide and seek, football, soccer, and Gabata, a type of mancala game.

to solve new challenges that don’t have ruled-based solutions.  We strive
to celebrate the partnership between home and school by seeking and
responding to parent and student feedback. We ask our families to share
stories of learning and growth, and have continued to tell our own stories
to draw connections between one another. The first story this year was
told by Andrew Fox, our 1st grade teacher, recalling a memory from his

Brigitte with students and teachers from Kobi Academy

early childhood that has stayed with him until today. An early reader from
the start, Andrew described his very first book and how he got it—and once
he had it, how he took it to bed with him and never put it down. And now,

Yachaikury School

Andrew still has that book which he read to his first grade class this fall.

Yachaikury students will learn from our strong environmental and global

We later heard from a parent, growing up in England, and his pet female

focus. Bertschi kids will have the unique and rare experience to learn from

duckling, or so he thought. A story about discovery and challenge, he described watching his duck grow up to be

an indigenous community in the Amazon jungle. Bertschi 4th graders have

a big bossy, male duck doing all kinds of testy things. We also shared a wonderful experience together as a

already started a study unit on clean water and protecting the salmon habitat.

community this October, with the visit of world-renowned storyteller Diane Ferlatte.  These lovely moments

Yachaikury will share their work on rehabilitating the riparian zone in their

of sharing allow us to learn from one another and understand how our worlds are similar on so many levels.

region for the cucha fish, and how they care for their watershed.

One of our 2012/17 Strategic Plan goals calls us to Broaden the curriculum to reflect interconnection of the environment,

About Colombia:

economics and global societies: “Establish working relationships with international institutions where we have synergy and

Located in the state of Caquetá, Colombia, the school sits at the edge of the

connection.”  We are thrilled to be in the beginning stages of developing a student exchange between two schools,

Amazon jungle. Colombia borders the Pacific Ocean on the west and the

one in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, the Kobi Academy (just three years old). I was fortunate to visit last spring and was

Caribbean Sea on the north-east. The official language is Spanish, but in

able to work with these wonderful, curious, young children, so eager to explore and learn. I felt their excitement

some regions indigenous languages are spoken, like Chibha or Quechua—

when their small new library of 200 books opened, and of course, as you can imagine, I loved the story telling

the language from descendants of the Incan empire.

time. It was inspiring to witness the student’s enthusiasm, feeling their books for the first time and looking at the
pictures. Our second partnership is with the Yachaikury School, a K-12 school located in the Colombian Amazon,

Did you know?

South America. Our work toward building cultural bridges at Yachaikury is already underway and we hope to

Yachaikury means “we continue learning”.

create a curriculum exchange focused on the environment, storytelling, and new ways of learning with friends
from across the world.
We invite you to read more about our global partnerships, and how we learn and play at Bertschi School every day.
Warmly,

Brigitte Bertschi

Clockwise from top left:
Daniel Asres, Director of Kobi Academy
Vida Towne, Bertschi PE teacher, and Daniel
Yachaikury School faculty member and students
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Play with a Purpose
With 15 years teaching physical education at Bertschi
under her belt, Vida Towne reflects on what she has learned
and the importance of structured play. We also hear from
Derren Haskell on his new role as Bertschi’s Sports Coordinator.

Derren, what does the Sports Coordinator do?
For a couple years, Alli, Brigitte and Rachel had been exploring ways to
better manage play at recess. We piloted a couple of intramural sports, and
the kids really responded to them. This year, I moved from being a 2nd grade
assistant to sports coordinator in order to offer lunchtime recess sports yearround. My background is in coaching basketball—I’ve been doing it since high
school, so this is a perfect fit for me.
What sports are you offering, and to what kids?

Vida, what has changed the most about your PE classes over the years?

We played soccer for the first 8 weeks of school, now we’re playing touch

I think over the years my classes have changed mostly because I gained

football. I’m also planning for gymnastics, ultimate Frisbee, kickball and

experience. I no longer have to think about managing kids, that comes as

other playground games. I have organized intramural games three days a

second nature. Now, I get to spend more time making sure that each kid feels

week for the 3rd-5th graders. For the younger kids, K-2nd grade, I plan

successful at whatever skill or game we are working on. I want to make sure

recess games with a focus on skill building and teamwork.

they’re all having fun!

We’re learning teamwork, direction following,
How do you make sure that each student feels successful?
I start with a varied curriculum—it’s not all about teaching the traditional
sports. I work with Gary to incorporate games and dances from around the

sportsmanship and leadership, with the
added benefit of physical coordination.

world. The students learn about street games, and how you can work together
to make a game out of just about anything. Our kids get to try new things, like

What are the benefits to structuring play this way at recess time?

learning to juggle for the 2nd & 3rd grade circus shows. I modify each of these

The students who sign up for intramurals are working on a lot of social-

games and intentionally group students so I can meet each one where they

emotional learning with me, and they don’t realize it because they’re focused

are in terms of skill level, and they can leave class feeling successful.

on playing the game. We’re learning teamwork, direction following, sportsmanship and leadership, with the added benefit of physical coordination.

A few years ago, you began hosting Field Day on the last day of school.

The older students sign up for a team and are expected to show up ready to

What is Field Day?

play for each of their games. This level of responsibility is new to them, and

Field Day is great—it’s a chance for me to really stretch my creativity, but

they’re rising to the challenge with support from their classroom teachers.

with heavy logistics. I always center the day on a central theme; the first one

Top: Vida with Bertschi Ultimate Frisbee Team
Middle: 2nd Grade PE learning busking skills
Bottom: Vida at Field Day 2008, Student enjoying a relay race at Field Day 2014
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was Dr. Seuss. Now I have about five themes that I rotate through, because

What do you like most about your new position?

creating a new one is so much work! I work from a skeleton of a few similar

I really enjoy watching the kids work together to help and support each

types of games, including some relays, a type of tag, and some target games.

other when on the field. I also love seeing their excitement when I visit their

The kids get to show off the skills they’ve learned all year in class. We mix up

classrooms to talk about upcoming sports and encourage them to sign up.

grades and parents are a huge help making sure that everyone has a great

They’re so enthusiastic about finding out who their teammates are, and

time. I think it’s the perfect way to culminate the year—building community

when they’re playing next. I think this program will be worth continuing;

and playing together!

they’re getting so much out of it.

Top: Derren Haskell; Extended Day basketball
Middle: Derren and the Bertschi Cross Country team
Bottom: Intramural soccer on the grassy field
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New Faces at Bertschi School

Alumni Updates
Lulu Schopf ’14
Anne Schopf, Lulu’s mom, writes
that Lulu is absolutely loving Seattle
Academy. There are 12 other
Bertschi alumni in her 6th grade

Charles Lewis ’99 and Sarah Lewis ’02

class. It’s great for the kids, but also
for the parents to see familiar faces

Kate Hendricks, Sarah & Charles’ mom, tells us that Sarah and Charles

around campus!

graduated from the University of Washington in 2010, and were commis-

Lulu shared with us a photo she

sioned as officers in the U.S. Marine Corps and U.S. Navy, respectively.

took this summer in the mountains

Charles is now a Lieutenant (senior grade) in the Navy. He served two tours

above Mazama, in the Northern

in the Arabian Gulf aboard a destroyer. Earlier this year, he was stationed in

Cascades. Thanks, Lulu!

Sasebo, Japan and was the navigator on the USS Denver. This fall, he began

FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:

Mary Ann Mason, Lindsay Springsteen, Dustin Groshong, Audry Bernal,

Bill Alsdurf, Xiomara Romero, Emily Johnson, Van Kantner, Christina Sheehan, Keisha Wilson,

teaching at the Naval War College in Newport, Rhode Island.

Nina Hartman ’03

Sarah returned from a deployment to the Middle East in the spring and was

Nina writes, “After attending

recently promoted to captain. She is stationed at Marine Air Station Miramar

Bertschi School, I went to middle

near San Diego where she is the operations officer for an air wing support

and high school at Seattle Academy.

squadron. Thank you for your service, Charles and Sarah.

During my senior year, my art
teachers urged me to apply to Rhode

Shelby Brown, Shannon Cruzen (Not pictured: Jessica McKay)

Island School of Design (RISD), so I
did, and miraculously, I got in. I think a lot of my passion for art was discovered

Mary Ann Mason / CONTROLLER

Emily Johnson / 5TH GRADE ASSISTANT

At Bertschi, I get to do what I love, and I get to do it with great

My favorite thing about working at Bertschi is the warm, positive energy

people around me.

of the entire community.

Lindsay Springsteen / 1ST GRADE ASSISTANT

Van Kantner / ASSISTANT CONTROLLER

studio, submitting my work to galleries all over the world, and working for a

My favorite thing about working at Bertschi is the feeling of community here.

I chose to work at Bertschi because of the warm, happy people I get

jewelry supply company and an art jeweler on the side. My recent work can be

I felt like I belonged here on my very first day!

to work with here.

seen at nina-raizel.com.” Congratulations, Nina, and welcome back to Seattle!

Dustin Groshong / 4TH GRADE ASSISTANT

Christina Sheehan / ASSISTANT TO THE HEAD OF SCHOOL

The teachers here have a ton of experience, yet remain open to learning and

My favorite thing about working at Bertschi is being able to take a break from

Sarah Medwell ’92, John Bailey ’97,
and Jacob Medwell ’00

Evan Coulson ’12

adapting to meet the needs of the students; they’re amazing people to have

my desk and visit the PreK classroom downstairs, they’re so much fun!

Carol Bailey and Steven Medwell, parents of Sarah, John and Jake,

writes that Evan is now in his last
year of middle school (hard to

as my daily role models.

during my art classes at Bertschi. I went to RISD for four years, completing
my BFA in Jewelry & Metalsmithing, and Concentration in Nature, Culture,
and Sustainability Studies. Now I’m back in Seattle setting up my own jewelry

Evan’s mom, Patti Orellana-Coulson,

Keisha Wilson / DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

wrote this fall with many exciting updates about their children.

Audry Bernal / EXTENDED DAY

I truly enjoy my mornings and afternoons at the front gate. I like greeting our

Sarah and her husband, Colin Redican, live in Kailua, Hawaii with their

believe!). “He attends The Overlake

My favorite thing about this place is the community. People care about

kids in the morning, and spending a few minutes catching up with our parents.

daughter, Evelyn (age 3). Sarah is a kindergarten teacher at Lanikai

School and is still very passionate

Elementary School.

about soccer, and plays for Eastside

each other. And I’ve learned just what an asset that sense of community
can be to learning and education.

Shelby Brown / PREK TEACHER
I chose to work here because I love the three C’s of Bertschi: confidence,

John is now in his second year of law school at Duke University.

Soccer Club. He is looking forward to participating in an independent project
for “Project Week” at school. It is a week designed by Overlake for students

Bill Alsdurf / 2ND GRADE TEACHER

creativity and compassion. Bertschi supports children to be innovative

Previously, he worked as producer for NBC News, winning awards for

I chose to work at Bertschi because children are valued as individuals

thinkers and empathetic to the experiences of others in the community.

his coverage of the White House, news and politics.

to have cultural and educational experiences outside of their traditional

Jake is an entrepreneur: owner and co-founder of Sole Bicycles, which

academic environment. He chose to study Colombia, his grandmother’s birth

just opened a brick and mortar shop in Venice Beach, CA. He is also a

country. We will all be traveling there in April of 2015 so he can immerse

founder and the marketing director for Humin, an exciting new mobile

himself in the culture and language. I know he still has very fond memories of

phone app for managing contacts. Congratulations, all of you!

his time at Bertschi and in particular, recalls his awesome 3rd and 4th grade

with their own way of thinking, exploring, and discovering new things.

Shannon Cruzen / PREK ASSISTANT

Xiomara Romero / SPANISH SPECIALIST

My favorite thing about working at Bertschi is getting to know the

I love my job because I’m able to grant students the opportunity to

creative children, supportive families and amazing teachers that I see

discover the joy of communicating in another language, explore other

everyday I come to work.  

cultures, and expand their openness to differences.

teachers, Thomas and Peter.” Thanks, Evan, and best of luck on your trip!

Jessica McKay / 2ND GRADE ASSISTANT
I love that Bertschi provides such an inspiring, collaborative and welcoming
learning environment.
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The Next Generation

Alumni Updates

Bertschi School now has eight alumni

“I was 3-4 years old when I attended

students who are current parents at

to school with my mother. I remem-

the school! We asked a couple of
them to share favorite memories
and enduring qualities with us…

Bertschi. We lived close, so I walked
ber Bertschi as a very warm, welcoming and exciting place. I adored
my teacher, Debbie Boren. Debbie

Can you guess which Bertschi alumni we
found at the Spring Arts Showcase in May?
Answers below.

even babysat for us sometimes!
My classroom was on the main
floor and the bigger kids were

C

upstairs. Going upstairs felt like a
big adventure! I remember listening
at the bottom of the stairs to the big
kids laughing, singing, and learning.
Though it’s much larger now, Bertschi still feels just as warm and inviting
as that little neighborhood school did all those years ago. It’s still an exciting place to be. And, it still has an awesome playground!” – Mindy Kemman
Dodobara ’78-’80, mother of Kenji Dodobara ‘20
“I learned how to jump rope at Bertschi. My friends and I even secured our
rope to the same post that the kids use today! Our knot would frequently

Early this fall we hosted a gathering

come loose, and with each turn of the rope, slowly slide down the post until

for our earliest alumni—Bertschi

one of us had to go over to re-tie the knot. These days, you can often find me

students from 1975 to 1995. Still

turning the jump rope for Miya, and I am instantly brought back to many a

kids at heart, attendees chose to

recess filled with singing jump rope songs, standing in line for my turn,

pose for a photo on the jungle gym

turning the rope for friends, and of course, fixing those knots! There is now

at the home of Adam L. Weintraub

a hook screwed into the post to keep the end of the rope in place, some

’77-’80. Pictured is Adam with

30 years later. Why didn’t we think of that?” – Rie Sumitani ’82-’86, mother

Remy Trupin ’76-’77 in the back row,

of Miya Ruehlmann ‘20

A

then Casey Trupin ’77-’79, Gabriel Bender ’76-’77, JP Canlis ’77-’79, Zoehana
Mann Minkove ’84-’87 and Brigitte Bertschi in the front row. Mindy Kemman

D

Dodobara and Andrea Losh ’81-’84 were also in attendance.
We recently had the pleasure of inviting former board members to campus
to meet with our Head of School search consultants. Thank you all so much
for your continued participation and commitment to our school! Pictured
from left to right: Deb Saxon, Tom Barton, Steve Hopp, Brigitte Bertschi,
Kevin Callaghan, Linda Walker, Christine Larsen, and Udo Reich.

E

“The space to express yourself, explore, and create has endured over
the years. There is also a culture of kindness that remains to this day.
I am grateful for having met Jodie Franklin Clarke ’88 at Bertschi—

B
8

Answers:

mother of Trella ’18 and Romaine Wells ’16

A. Annie Hughes ‘10; B. Shilpa Srinivasan ‘12 and
Brook Rose Franklin ’12; C. Javon Tade ‘13, Dylan
Lee ‘13, Jack Githens ‘13; D.Trevor Dunnigan ’12;
E. Akirah Alley-Barnes ‘10 and Naomi Motulsky ‘10

she is still a dear friend today.” – Winter Wadsworth Wells ’82-’84,
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Library News

Board of Trustee News: COMINGS & GOINGS
Welcome New Board Members

After a year of hard work behind the scenes in the Lynn House,

Lisa Lawrence Beard

J.D. Denney

Brianna Pannell, our librarian, shares an update on her progress building

Lisa is a Seattle attorney and was

J.D. is currently Managing Director

most recently a senior recruiter for

of Operations at 13D Research.

Amazon. She is excited to find ways

His 3rd year as a Bertschi parent,

to support nonprofit boards, and is

and first year as a trustee, he and

a strong advocate for arts-based

his wife Joanne have two children

organizations. Her 2nd year as a

enrolled, Katherine ’18, John ’15,

a strong library for Bertschi School. Brianna has already weeded out
1,572 books, and added 1,038 new titles since the start of last school
year. This year, she is working with Paige, one of our extended day staff,

Bertschi parent and first as a

on improving accessibility. Check out the amazing work she is doing!

CIRCULATION STATISTICS
FROM 2013/14 SCHOOL YEAR

42 books per student

currently housed in the Bertschi Library

8,680

Books circulated last year

45% increase in book

Meet Metis, a new classification
system for the Bertschi Library.

trustee, she and her husband

and one graduate, Shannon ‘14.
When not involved in Bertschi School activities, the Denney’s enjoy sailing,

Nick are parents to Kingston ’20. Outside of Bertschi, Lisa enjoys hot yoga,

mountaineering, and fly-fishing. J.D. writes, “I believe in Bertschi School’s

tap dancing, and a good book. Lisa writes, “I’m honored to be of service to

mission and vision and am grateful for its impact on my family. I am humbled by

Bertschi as a trustee. Being a part of a community that is so inclusive, with

the board’s trust and confidence in me as a trustee, and am excited to further

an amazing team of passionate teachers and administrators, is a true

the school’s long-term viability and influence in the Seattle community.”

privilege. I look forward to the work ahead of me.”

Moving away from the Dewey Decimal System, which can be confusing and
difficult for young learners, books will soon be grouped according to broad
categories. Students will find books by concepts, subjects and genres.
Our students will gain independence in the library as their literacy skills
increase. And, best of all, Metis makes it easy for kids to browse books all
relating to subjects they love!

Thank you to our departing board members for their commitment and dedication to the
Bertschi mission. David Beitel, Krish Srinivasan, and Sally Martin, you are all missed!

Stop by the library anytime to see Brianna, and ask her more about how
the new Metis system will help our kids discover and explore their passions,
and grow their confidence as independent library patrons.

circulation from 12/13 to 13/14

Bertschi Alumni: We want to hear from you! Please let us know what you and your
Bertschi friends are up to—cut out the postcard below and return it to us this winter!
This is a production of the
Bertschi School Advancement Office.

WHAT BOOKS CIRCULATED
THE MOST IN 13/14?

NAME

BERTSCHI GRAD. YEAR

EMAIL

PHONE

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

SHARE YOUR UPDATE BELOW:

1 Science/Animals
2 Graphic Novels

Bertschi School does not
discriminate on the basis of race,

Bertschi School
2227 10th Ave E

HOW DOES BRIANNA
HOPE TO MAKE OUR COLLECTION
MORE USABLE?

Our students will gain independence in

1) Weed out books that no longer meet our collection criteria

the library as their literacy skills increase.

3) Improve access to subjects found in our collection

ASHLEY BOCKMAN
ADVANCEMENT COORDINATOR

Photo credits:
Jim Garner, Donna Day,
Heidi Leonard, Trevor Dunnigan

3 Fiction (not series)
4 Picture Books
5 Fiction Series

2) Acquire current, relevant and engaging new content

KEISHA WILSON
DIRECTOR OF ADVANCEMENT

color, creed, national or ethnic origin,
socio-economic status, gender,
sexual orientation or disability.

Seattle, WA 98102

PAPER IN FORM ATIO N
This brochure was printed on FSC certified
100% recycled post-consumer waste paper
that was manufactured with 100% certified
renewable energy and without the use of chlorine.
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