
“Bertschi holds so many  
 good memories for me.”

~ Zoe Buck ‘05



For a moment, let’s take a look back at 1975, 
when Bertschi School opened its doors. 
In that year, the United Nations officially sanctioned International Women’s Day, recognizing a 

global day celebrating the economic, political and social achievements of women. The Helsinki  

Accords were signed by 35 countries that affirmed a commitment to peaceful resolution of  

international disputes and respect for 

human rights. Finally, the first personal 

computer came to market, and three 

men launched a company to write the 

software – a company that would later 

be known as Microsoft.

Fast forward to 2011. The world  

today looks very different than when I 

founded Bertschi 35 years ago. Children 

(and their parents) go at warp speed – 

school, soccer practice, piano lessons, 

followed by a quick dinner and home-

work. On weekends the pace can be even 

more frenetic, with multiple games, play 

dates, tournaments and the like. 

The impact of technology and the information revolution, of globalism and the diminishment of  

international boundaries, and sustainability with its call for environmental stewardship, have  

significantly impacted education, both in terms of what we know and how we teach it. You can 

see this at Bertschi, as our third graders give presentations using iMovie, fourth graders track the 

school’s water usage, and fifth graders spend a week at IslandWood exploring the ecosystems of 

Puget Sound. We are educating students to thrive in a rapidly changing world, where knowing how  

to find and make sense of information is critical, and likely more relevant than the memorized facts 

and theorems we previously labored over. 

However, amidst all this change there must be constants upon which we, and our children,  

can depend. At home that might be sitting down to dinner as a family, or a traditional summer  

vacation spot. At Bertschi, it is our commitment to the core values and primary vision on which  

the school has been built. Teachers who inspire academic excellence and individual success.  

A curriculum that fosters intellectual curiosity and emotional maturity. A learning environment  

that encourages social responsibility and collaborative problem solving. And a community that  

supports and celebrates the unique gifts of every child. 

This was the essence of Bertschi School in 1975 and remains so today. I am grateful to all who  

have brought the school to this exciting place, and am confident that whatever change the future 

brings, the spirit and heart of Bertschi will continue to infuse generations of students with the  

true joy of learning.



Mark Dingfield ’89 
After graduating from Swarthmore College  

and the London School of Economics, Mark 

served as a member of Swarthmore’s Board of 

Managers. He is currently working at Princeton 

University in the Office of Finance and  

Treasury and pursuing his PhD in Political  

Science. His fiancé, Laura, is a pediatric resident at the Children’s Hospital  

of Philadelphia. They are set to tie the knot in September!

Ben Evans ‘07 
Ben is a 9th grader at The Northwest School 

and is an avid Ultimate Frisbee player.  

His highlights for this year are swimming  

with the dolphins in Florida and traveling  

down the Nile with his parents.

Zoe Buck ‘05 
Zoe is in eleventh grade at Seattle Academy of  

Arts and Sciences and is particularly interested  

in English, history, science, and art. Zoe says, 

“Bertschi holds so many good memories for me.”

Zelda Buck ‘05 
Zelda is a junior at Seattle Academy of Arts and 

Sciences and has a particular interest in foreign 

language, a subject that was introduced to her at 

Bertschi. Zelda’s time at Bertschi “really helped  

to prepare me for the bigger world of high school 

and I will always have amazing memories of my 

years there.“

Jennifer Milliman ‘04  
Jennifer has been at Lakeside School  

since 6th grade and can’t believe she  

will graduate in the spring! She has  

been busy with writing plays, acting, 

wrestling and cross country. She also 

participated in a YMCA program called 

Youth and Government. 

Vanessa Pepoy ’91  
Vanessa completed her Bachelor of Science degree in Temperate Forest 

Ecology and Wildlife Studies at the Evergreen State College in Olympia, WA, 

and resides in the Puget Sound area. She currently works for a company 

that transforms salvaged timber into 

residential and commercial fine wood-

craft pieces. She attributes her life-

long love of creatively pursuing artistic 

and scientific endeavors in part to her 

extraordinary luck to begin her formal 

education surrounded by enthusiastic, 

accessible teachers at Bertschi.

Vivenne Western ‘04 
Vivienne Western is a 12th grader at  

University Prep. Next year she will attend 

Scripps College where she will ride on the 

equestrian team. Vivienne is interested in 

global health work. This past year she stayed 

with a family in China and worked in Seattle 

with the Refugee Resource Center and at  

Ten Thousand Villages.  

Audrey Western ’07  
Audrey is a 9th grader at University Prep. She  

finished 3rd in the 1500 meters at the National 

Junior Olympics in Sacramento, CA. She set the  

U Prep cross-country school record for the 5k and 

was named the Emerald City League rookie of the 

year. Audrey got her start running in the second 

grade on the Bertschi cross-country team with 

Anna Nordstrom as her coach. Audrey also keeps 

bees and sells her honey at the Volunteer Park Cafe. 

Rob Wright ‘03 
Rob majored in glass blowing and has been 

blowing glass since the age of 14. This summer 

Rob worked in Dale Chihuly’s hot shop. He just 

completed the first semester of his sophomore 

year in Patagonia, Chile on a NOLS program  

(National Outdoor Leadership School). After a 

year at California College of the Arts, he will 

transfer to UCSB to complete his degree.

Where Are They Now?
Updates from 35 Bertschi alumni…



Allie Tung ‘09 
Allie is enjoying 7th grade at The Northwest School 

and especially likes her art classes. She does ballet at 

Dance Fremont three days a week and also plays the 

violin. She is looking forward to studying Spanish in 

Guatemala this summer.

Max Tung ‘07 
Max is a 9th grader at Northwest and plays 

basketball and baseball. He is taking Chinese 

and hopes to visit China someday.

Ben Pryde ‘05 
Ben is a junior at The Bush School. He is active in 

student government and also involved in a solar 

panel pilot project. He will be receiving his Eagle 

Scout rank in the coming year and is looking forward 

to running track for the Bush team in the spring.

Colin Narver ‘97 
In 2008 Colin graduated from Skidmore College with a degree in studio 

art and a dual concentration in painting and film. After a year working at 

Crispin making TV commercials, he moved back to the west coast and is 

now living in Portland working toward an MFA in painting next fall. One of 

his paintings is hanging in the Bertschi Center. He would like to especially 

thank Brigitte Bertschi for her continued support of his art over the years.

Winter Wells ‘84 
Winter (Wadsworth) Wells has  

returned to Bertschi as a parent! 

She attended the school from  

1982-84 and now is mother to  

Trella (age 4) and Romaine who  

is in Kindergarten at Bertschi. 

Winter received her Asian Studies/

Japanese degree from the University  

of Washington Jackson School of 

International Studies and worked in 

corporate merchandising for many 

years before marrying her husband, Darryl, and caring for her daughters. 

Winter volunteers as a kindergarten class coordinator and very much  

enjoys “learning about Bertschi again through my daughter’s eyes.”  

Welcome back Winter!

Zoe Mitchell ’08  
Zoe is an 8th grader at Salmon Bay Middle School 

and likes to read and play Ultimate Frisbee. Zoe 

“loved being in our fifth grade play, Courage, and 

I hear our buddy class is performing the same 

play this year. I also still remember most of the 

words from our songs in Spanish class!”

Ruth Nordhoff ‘09 
Ruth is a 7th grader at Forest Ridge School in 

Bellevue, an all-girls Catholic school, which  

she started in 5th grade. She enjoys all sports, 

and plays lacrosse, basketball, and soccer.  

She also loves music, and has played piano for 

seven years and performed in the middle school 

musical last year. Ruth stays in close touch 

with many of her Bertschi friends through a 

mother/daughter book club, and three weeks at 

Hidden Valley Camp every July, which she and three other Bertschi  

classmates have attended since the summer following second grade.

Laine Boswell ‘91 
Laine recently moved back to Seattle after an extended period of time 

abroad. She recently completed a Masters degree 

in Wine Science and Management in Paris, France. 

She has started her own business, Small Producer 

Wines LLC, and represents Bodegas Ontanon,  

a five-generation family owned winery that  

operates from Rioja, Spain. Since moving back to 

the states, she is thrilled to have reconnected 

with a couple Bertschi friends from long ago and 

looks forward to being a more active, present 

member of the Bertschi community. 

Owen Orloff ‘02 
Owen is currently a student at the University 

of Rochester in upstate New York. He is  

studying Economics and Political Science.

Amy Orloff ‘02 
Amy is currently studying psychology at the 

University of Washington. She hopes to study 

abroad in Rome next year.  

Elisabeth Root ‘84 
Elisabeth lives in West Seattle with her partner Rian,  

dog Sam, and her four month old baby girl, Tulia. 

Currently she is enjoying a maternity leave, but  

will return to work in business development at  

an integrated marketing agency soon. She was very 

young when at Bertschi, here from preschool to 2nd 

grade, but she fondly remembers hiding in the tree 

trunk with her best friend Katya, who is her best 

friend to this day, 30 years later.

We need your help! Do you have an 

Alumni Update to share with us? Want to 

volunteer? Need more information about 

the 35th Anniversary celebration? Email 

Tiffany Carey ‘91 at tiffanyc@bertschi.org



Guy Thyer ‘04 
Guy is currently a senior at Lakeside School.  

He is enjoying his final year of high school before 

heading off to Pomona College in Claremont,  

California, where he will play soccer and golf.  

Guy has been busy with work and athletics, but 

managed to do quite a bit of skiing this winter.  

Guy wishes Bertschi a “happy 35th birthday!”

Adam Harrell ‘05 
Adam currently attends Lakeside 

School. He enjoys playing basket-

ball, eating, reading, and homework. 

Adam’s favorite Bertschi memory is 

Camp Orkila. “It was the pinnacle  

of my 5th grade year and the first 

time I realized how much I had 

bonded with my classmates. I also 

miss music class with Jerry. Lakeside doesn’t offer classes quite like his!”

Jamie Connor ‘91 
After graduating from Bertschi Jamie went on to University Prep where  

he stayed until 9th grade. His family then moved back to New Zealand 

where he has been living ever since. 

He studied Computer Science at  

Auckland University and since then 

most of his work has been in web 

development, though he also started 

his own community radio station. He 

loved his time at Bertschi and has 

remained friends with many of his 

former classmates. 

Cam Barwick ‘04 
Cam is a senior at Seattle Academy and has applied to a number of  

mid-sized colleges across the country. He continues to participate in  

both drama and athletics at SAAS. The SAAS varsity soccer team not only 

qualified for state last year, but was named WIAA academic state champs. 

He’s looking forward to a repeat performance in the spring soccer season. 

Carly Barwick ‘06 
Carly is a sophomore at Seattle Academy and her focus switched from  

soccer to volleyball when she entered high school. The varsity volleyball 

team is young, but they hope to be league contenders within a few years! 

Carly loves taking extracurricular arts classes at SAAS, particularly  

pottery and welding.  

Megan Barwick ‘08 
Megan is an 8th grader at Seattle Academy and continues to have a passion  

for soccer. She plays on a year-round premier team and was recently 

awarded MVP for Seattle Academy’s varsity middle school team. Megan 

gave Ultimate Frisbee a try last year, but will likely run track this spring. 

Nicholas Sage ‘09 
Nicholas is in 7th grade at University  

Prep. He enjoys history and writing for  

the school newspaper. He also likes  

rowing, baseball, skiing and Boy Scouts.  

He is still good friends with many of his 

Bertschi schoolmates. (Younger brother 

Matthew is in first grade at Bertschi!)

Jackson Sage ‘07 
Jackson is in 9th grade at University Prep. 

He enjoys baseball, skiing and photography.  

He is also involved in the Boy Scouts.  

On mid-winter break, he is going to  

Ecuador to do community service and  

spend time with a local troop.

Rachel Klastorin Samek ‘91 
Rachel graduated from the University of Michigan in Ann Arbor in 2002 

with a Bachelors degree in both psychology and sociology. After college, 

she worked for two years for the United States Senate in Washington D.C. 

She then attended law school and is currently a family law attorney in 

Coral Gables, Florida. She lives with her husband Josh in Miami Beach.  

Anna Klastorin ‘95 
Anna lives in Los Angeles and is completing a Masters degree in social 

work at the University of Southern California. She currently works as a 

children’s therapist in Los Angeles, as well as with foster youth in a  

residential setting. Anna has many fond memories of Bertschi, and loves 

that she still keeps in touch with several of her classmates!

Fiona Connor ‘92 
Fiona is studying for her Masters of Fine Arts at the California Institute 

of the Arts near Los Angeles. She is currently represented by Hopkinson/

Cundy, a contemporary art gallery in Auckland and was also a finalist for 

the Walters Prize, New Zealand’s most prestigious contemporary art prize. 

Though originally from New Zealand, Fiona hopes to live and work in the 

US after graduating this spring. 



Paul Carey ‘96 
Paul graduated from Washington  

State University in 2007 and 

works in West Seattle as Vice 

President of Investments with 

JP Morgan Chase. He is an avid 

sports fan and golfer (when 

weather permits!). Paul fondly 

remembers “bobbing for apples at 

Bertschi’s Halloween Carnival.”

Eva Erickson ‘98 
Eva Erickson graduated from University of San Francisco in 2009 with 

degrees in journalism and Spanish. She currently lives in the Putumayo 

region of Colombia near a small city 

called Mocoa. She works with the  

Amazon Conservation Team, which  

also works with ASOMI (an association 

of indigenous women who work to  

preserve traditional medicine and  

indigenous culture), UMIYAC (an  

association of Shamans/traditional 

medics) and Yachaikury (a school of 

ethno-education). Eva fondly  

remembers “the time of the plums… 

Bertschi used to have spectacular plum 

trees that have no match in deliciousness to any plum in the world.  

When the plums would ripen, we’d all sit in the trees and eat until fit to 

burst with sticky fingers and mouths. I still go back looking for plums!”  

Eva loves surfing, adores reading, enjoys writing, and is an avid explorer.

Hannah Lewis ‘08 
Hannah graduated from Bertschi 

School in 2008 and then enrolled  

in Seattle Academy of Arts and  

Science for middle school. Since 

middle school, she has developed 

strong interests in science, English, 

and the accordion, and loves playing  

on the middle school basketball 

team. Bertschi taught her to try 

new things, balance work and play, 

and to be prepared for the future. 

Jessica Hughes ‘78 
It had been years since Jessica Jensen Hughes 

had been back to Bertschi, 25 or so, but 

thanks to a friend, she was encouraged to 

reconnect with Brigitte. She couldn’t be more 

pleased! Jessica has spent the last six years 

on the Board of Trustees, doing her best to 

help Bertschi reach many milestones. At the 

same time, she ended a career in commercial 

real estate, started a career in finance,  

married her husband, Tom, and had two sons. 

Now she looks forward to what the future 

holds for herself, her family and the  

Bertschi family.

Our History
1975  Bertschi Preschool opens in one leased room in the basement of Lowell Elementary 

1976  Bertschi School moves to its current location on Capitol Hill

1980  Grades 1 and 2 are added

1983  Seven Apple IIe computers are purchased — one for each classroom

1985  A small science lab is created

1986  The first Kindergarten Dragon Parade celebrates the Chinese New Year

1987  Bertschi offers grades Pre-K through 5

1991  The Lynn Street House is added to the campus

1997  Forty Macintosh computers are purchased and the techonology lab is expanded

1999  Mission 2000 renovates the Church Building classrooms

2000  The Learning Services Program is established

Spring 2005  Governor Gregoire breaks ground for the Bertschi Center

Summer 2005  Renovation of the Hooper House begins

September 2005  Bertschi reestablishes the PreK program 

September 2006  The Bertschi Center opens with new spaces for music, art and PE 

2008  The newly renovated library and drama lab open

2011  Bertschi celebrates its 35th Anniversary and opens the Living Building Science Wing



In 1975 Brigitte Bertschi, not yet 30 years old 
and recently relocated from Basel, Switzerland, 
had a vision for the school she wanted to create.
It would be a school where children were challenged yet nurtured, where thinking was creative yet 

disciplined, and where self-confidence and humility were developed simultaneously. Most important, 

it would be a school in which intellectual, social and emotional growth were equally valued  

and encouraged. 

Thus was the inception of Bertschi School — 

a one-room preschool with 15 students in the  

basement of Lowell Elementary on Capitol Hill.  

A year later, the school moved to its present site on 

10th Avenue East, occupying what is known as the 

Schoolhouse building. Within a decade, Bertschi had 

grown to 117 students in grades PreK through five, and was known in the community for its  

supportive learning environment and commitment to all facets of a child’s development.

35 years later, Bertschi enrolls nearly 230 students on a campus of six buildings spanning an entire 

city block. With the addition of the Berschi Center in 2006, the purchase and remodel of the Hooper 

House, the renovation of existing spaces to create the Drama Lab, and Library and Information  

Center, and the newly completed Living Building Science Wing, the campus master plan is complete. 

Bertschi has been aptly described as “an urban oasis,” where eager and curious learners are inspired 

to strive to make a difference in their world. 

Brigitte’s vision is deeply rooted in the school,  

and forms the foundation upon which all else is 

built. As the school prepares for the next exciting 

phase in its evolution, the community’s commitment 

to mission and clarity of vision ensure that the  

infectious love of learning born in 1975 will  

continue to engage children in Bertschi’s  

classrooms for years to come.

Bertschi has been aptly described 

as “an urban oasis,” where eager 

and curious learners are inspired 

to strive to make a difference  

in their world.



Save the Date: Friday, May 20th, 2011!  
Please join us to celebrate Bertschi’s 35th Anniversary!  

You are invited to attend a campus-wide celebration kicked  

off by a very special All School Meeting. 

 5:30 pm All School Meeting 

 6:00 pm Games and Fun! 

2227 Tenth Avenue East
Seattle, Washington 98102

OFFICE 206.324.5476  
FAX 206.329.4806
EMAIL giving@bertschi.org  
VISIT US! www.bertschi.org
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