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A Conversation with Brigitte Bertschi about our LEED Gold Certified Building

Bertschi School has the first and only Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Gold Certified 
independent school building in the Pacific Northwest. We talked with Brigitte about what makes LEED such 
a good fit for Bertschi School.

What made you think LEED Gold Certification  
was right for Bertschi?
In so many ways, the LEED certification process totally fit into our mission—we are already teaching 
global responsibility through local action from a very young age; learning about alternative energy, 
native plants, recycling, and water conservation. What inspired me was the idea of creating a living 
environment that we can learn from every day. 

You only construct a building once, so to build LEED Certified was a very special opportunity. When we 
started this process, the concept of sustainability was not as prevalent as it is today; our journey was an 
educational process for our entire school community.

What makes a LEED certified building more  
educational than another type of facility?
LEED has raised our expectations, enriched the curriculum, and made us re-think our way of living. 

The building is really woven into all levels of the curriculum. Even when the building was being 
constructed, the children were able to take tours and learn about all the components of the LEED 
requirements. And we learned from countless examples. 

For example, the LEED Gold standard requires that we have signage in various places throughout the 
facility that describes how different systems (waste, alternative energy, insulation, heating and cooling) 
work and what they are made of. I thought it would be a good idea to leave part of the wall open behind 
Plexiglas in the Bertschi Center so students could see these systems. 

We decided it would be interesting to have interactive LEED signs at every location. A permanent 
installation that tells the basic information about the system—how it works and what it is, and an 
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What is the future of green 
building and sustainability 
for the Bertschi 
community?
I have big dreams about what to do with 
the school campus in the future. We 
are planning for our remaining projects 
to be LEED EB (existing building) 
Certified. I would also like to arrange 
for parents, educators and Seattle 
community members to use our campus 
as a learning center featuring speakers, 
conducting workshops and hosting 
community nights for educators to learn 
how to integrate sustainability into 
math, science, history, social studies and 
entire curriculums.

I have always felt that a school 
needs to be a place where people can 
communicate and build communities. 
Our new building is another really great 
step in that direction.

additional sign that changes based on 
student observations. So the 4th graders 
in their role as campus water monitors 
will be able to say, ‘Did you notice that 
the cisterns are down 2/3, we used X 
amount to water the vegetable garden 
and flush the toilets’—It’s all going to 
be living, changing and constantly 
in use.

One parent was inspired by the 
certification process to ask if we’d 
thought of native planting. I hadn’t—
but I realized that this was a great 
opportunity for change. I learned a lot 
from her—we redesigned the whole 
landscaping plan to include native 
plants, and now we are hoping to 
have a wildlife sanctuary that is the 
responsibility of the Pre-K classes. Last 
year, the 5th graders worked with the 
Audubon Society and the Pre-K class to 
make birdhouses specifically designed for 
birds that live in the area. Together they 
had many conversations about birds in 
the urban environment.

Before we started building the Bertschi 
Center, the 4th graders wrote me a 
letter asking if we’d ever thought of 
using rainwater to water the plants and 
to help us conserve city water. I was 
delighted with the students’ questions 
and shared our plans with them. 

As we use our new facilities we are 
constantly learning and that is very 
important to me. I want to be part of a 
community where learning is fostered; 
not just for children, but also for adults.

How has the Bertschi 
community responded to 
the whole idea of LEED and 
the new building?
I think the parents are just amazing 
in how they have embraced the LEED 
process and our sustainable curriculum. 
The Earth Day celebration where they 
showed the school community easy 
ways to integrate sustainability into 
their lives was just part of it. Our 
community has been hard at work 
introducing waste-free lunches one day 
a week; they also started an alternative 
transportation day where the children 
and their parents are encouraged to use 
some form of transportation other than 
a single family in a car – bike, walk, bus, 
or carpool. These are the kinds of ideas 
that come from the parents!

I even heard from some parents that 
they’ve bought hybrid cars or downsized 
their cars because of their children’s 
input—we have parents who are so 
excited about sustainability in many, 
many different ways. We also have a 
very active Green Team group that meets 
regularly to discuss new ways to promote 
sustainable practices in everyday life.

Bertschi Center is LEED Gold Certified
During this year’s LEED Gold and Earth Day Celebration, the Bertschi Center was 
highlighted not only as a space to run, create and explore, it was examined as a 
space that protects and supports our environment. Bertschi students were given 
scavenger hunt clues pointing them to a few of the components that make the 
Bertschi Center LEED Gold Certified. See if you know the answers

1. We exist as a pair 
Filter sunlight from air 
Turn it into energy 
So Bertschi can run efficiently 

2. These collect liquid 
Which some of you know 
as agua, rainfall or plain H20. 
We store it, then 
through the pipes it will flow. 

3. Capturing energy, providing clean air 
With living organisms the building can wear. 

4. You can wear this when you need to keep warm 
And so can the school without doing much harm. 
You wear it out, the school wears it within 
Just find the window so you can see in 

5. We are living here 
Right where we belong 
We are grown 
in our natural home 

6. Transportation from home to school 
Is sometimes near sometimes far 
But if you could use this everyday 
You wouldn’t need a car 

7. We let in light and let in air 
To create a pleasant atmosphere 
When we open up 
The walls just disappear 

8. You can see this through the window 
What we do might make you blush 
But cistern water flows thru here 
Every time you flush 

9. Rectangular and flat 
From renewable wood 
Old growth trees were not lost on this good. 
It’s solid and healthy under your feet 
Whenever you gather to play or to meet.
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Scavenger hunt 
clues written by 

Leah Fietsam and 
Kathleen McVey

[ Brigitte’s message continued from page 1 ]
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Bring Stories to Life
Bertschi Community Rallies to  
“Bring Stories to Life”
A New Home for Drama Lab and Library Information Center 
Promise Big Benefits

Did you know that “Bringing Stories to Life” is well over half 
way to its $1 million fundraising goal? “We’ve already seen an 
inspiring outpouring of generosity from our community to make 
this vision a reality,” according to Brigitte Bertschi. “We’re 
excited to gain even more support once everyone realizes how 
much this project is going to enrich the learning experience for 
students.”

Giving Drama a Home
Virtually every Bertschi parent and student gets excited about 
drama. Much of that enthusiasm is thanks to Bertschi Drama 
teacher Tina LaPlant, former executive director of Mercer 
Island’s Youth Theater Northwest, who for 10 years has made 
her program one of the outstanding highlights of a Bertschi 
School education.

Tina says, “With the new drama classroom the students and 
I will have a blank canvas. Open space, room to move, and 
power to set up a stage that feeds both students and story. 
These improvements will create a true learning environment, 
where the level of quality reflects the quality of the students’ 
productions—and the level of participation by the whole 
community.”

The proposed enhancements are all designed for maximum 
program impact and cost effectiveness. Highlights include:

• LEED Existing Building (EB) Certification

• Modular portable stage that can be used in multiple 
configurations

• Moving blocking pillars out of sight lines

• Professional quality overhead lighting grid

• Possible student-operated light and sound control station

• Backstage storage space

Library Information Center  
Doubling Size and Functionality
As Brigitte notes, “Honestly, we have not had the most 
ideal library situation for a community that places such high 
value on research, reading, and interaction. When these 
improvements are completed, the Library Information Center 
will have doubled in space—and doubled in functionality  
as well.”

Bertschi is excited that Librarian Cathy Grant was involved 
in discussing and planning the most effective improvements 
“every step of the way.”

The new space will house two primary learning zones: the 
“Information Station” and the “Story Pit.” This will enable 
two classes to participate in different activities at once—a 
situation that opens up several interesting possibilities. “For 
instance, when second graders are studying bugs, you could 
have an entomologist in the Story Pit showing the bugs,” 
Brigitte explained. “The other second grade class could be 
doing some really great research in the Information Station 
preparing—and then they can switch!”

Library visits could also be set up for buddy groups, 
something that has never been possible before because of 
lack of space.

Other benefits and features include:

• “Smart Board” for interactive learning

• Ability to hold all-school Book Fairs

• A Librarian Workroom for prepping books and other 
administrative functions.

• Easy access to Learning Services group

• Quiet space for parents and students between 3-3:30 pm 
to enjoy a book together.

• Use as Homework Center after 3:30 pm

According to Brigitte, “The Lynn House is positioned nicely to 
be the academic hub or center of campus—a central place our 
whole community can go to get information. We’re so close to 
bringing all these benefits to the whole community. Now we’re 
really counting on everyone’s participation to help our kids 
bring their stories to life in even better ways through these 
wonderful, permanent improvements.” 

It’s official… 
Lab to be named for  
Tina LaPlant!
Thanks to the generosity and 
inspiration of an anonymous 
friend of Bertschi School, when 
improvements to the Drama 
space have been completed, the 
1,201 square-foot space will be 
named the “Tina LaPlant Drama 
Lab” to honor one of Bertschi’s 
most popular and accomplished 
educators. According to Brigitte 
Bertschi, naming the Lab after 
Tina is “a fitting way to honor a 
great teacher and a great program 
that is one of the highlights of a 
Bertschi education!”

Through the generosity of many of our Bertschi families we 

have raised over $500,000, more than half of what is required 

to begin this important $1 million dollar improvement project. 

Please show your support and make your gift today. Your 

timely donation will ensure that construction can begin during 

the 2008 summer break so that the Drama Lab and Library will 

be ready for the 08-09 school year to share, learn, express, 

create and Bring Stories to Life!

Yes!  
I want to help Bring Stories to Life

 Enclosed is my gift of                         

 Please send me a pledge form.

Send this coupon with your donation to designate your gift to 
Bringing Stories to Life.

Double your impact! All gifts $500 and under will be matched 
dollar for dollar by a generous Bertschi family (up to $4,000).
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Parent Council Events

For about 10 years, Robin and Emily’s fifth grade classes 
have been assigned long-term biography projects. The 
students are asked to choose a person from a list compiled 
by both teachers. Their subjects are people with diversities 
(gender, race, physical, and socio-economic) who have 
overcome adversity and made significant contributions  
to society. 

The students are also asked to report on their subject using 
other creative mediums--create a collage, a poem and an 
iMovie. With each medium, they learn more and dive deeper 
into their subject’s life, helping them get a truer feel  
for what it may have been like to have lived in their 
subject’s shoes.

Here are just a few excerpts from the typed biographies. If 
your child is not yet a 5th grader, this is a sample of what 
you can expect when they are! The confidence, creativity 
and compassion expressed through our students’ work is a 
testament to the education they have received.

Golda Meir – She was a person who never wanted more 
respect or praise than anyone else. At a time when women 
were not wanted that often for jobs, Golda Meir was the 
first woman in the world to hold the highest position, that 
of Prime Minister. I admire Golda Meir for always treating 
others as she expected to be treated herself, even when was 
in very high government positions, and for never boasting 
or bragging about her accomplishments.

   — Zarina Aglion

Wilma Rudolph – What I liked about Wilma Rudolph was 
her personality. I always liked her courage. She could have 
been scared running races, but she wasn’t. She overcame 
polio, poverty, and segregation to become an excellent 
track star. Her confidence was high and she never gave up.

   — Joyce Harrell

Bessie Coleman – Bessie was a strong and intelligent 
woman. She never gave up, even when times got rough. 
Bessie was the first African American woman aviator. 
She faced many obstacles during her lifetime. There was 
still segregation when she lived, which made it even 
more difficult to do anything, but she still found ways to 
achieve success. She was very brave, courageous, and she 
was a daredevil. Bessie was pleased with her life, but she 
knew that there was always something you could do to 
make life even more satisfying.

   — Lena Panescu-Reich

Thurgood Marshall – Thurgood Marshall was good, 
determined, strong, and cared about equal rights. I 
admired Thurgood Marshall because he wanted equal 
rights for everyone, and I liked his determination as a 
lawyer to argue for what he believed in. He was a very 
interesting man who changed America for the better, 
because he showed that a black judge could be as  
good as a white judge. 

   — Jacob Iglitzin

Mohandas Gandhi – Gandhi had all the qualities of a kind 
and caring man and he was not an ordinary person. I liked 
that he pursued his dream to have a free country and 
never stopped trying to succeed in all things.

   — Rahul Shah

Franklin Delano Roosevelt – He seemed like a caring 
person because he took all of his time, even before he 
was President, to make everything for other people better. 

   — Sid Callaghan

Helen Keller – Helen’s optimistic attitude, heroism, 
intelligence, and courage made her a wonderful role model 
for many people. She was not sad all the time because of 
her disabilities, and made the best of her life. 

   — Heather Freeman

One of the many roles played by the 
Bertschi Parent Council is that of 
community builder. So far in 2008, they 
have hosted:

• All School Skate – As the first 
gathering of the New Year, Highline 
Ice Arena was a place where 
students and parents alike braved 
the hard ice and got to know one 
another as they went around the 
rink in solidarity!

• Family Movie Night – students were 
treated to redvines, and one of 
two movies shown in the Bertschi 
Center. The films chosen taught both 
tolerance and acceptance. This fun 
family event was held in conjunction 
with the Diversity Committee.

• Bite of Bertschi – Families shared 
foods from their culture or chose a 
continent to adopt, in an effort to 
celebrate the diversity of Bertschi 
School. There were performances 
by the Filipino Youth Activities 
Drill Team and the highly acclaimed 
Bertschi School Indian Dance Troupe.

• Earth Day Fair – The Sustainability 
Committee offered a glimpse into 
how to make your family’s carbon 
footprint just a little bit smaller. 
With information on local food 
sources, alternative forms of 
transportation, native plants and 
water conservation, waste free 
lunches and composting, parents 
and friends of Bertschi were treated 
to information that will help us all 
be a little gentler to our planet. 

• Helping Hands Day – over 100 
Bertschi students and parents 
offered their time and their 
energy to help others in need by 
volunteering at 6 different sites. A 
job well done to those hearty souls 
who braved the weather at Discovery 
Park, Peace for the Streets and Marra 
Farms. Great work also to those at 
St. Mary’s Foodbank, Food Lifeline 
and Childhaven. 

ExCErPtS5th Grade
Their subjects are people with diversities...who have overcome 

adversity and made significant contributions to society. 

Other Events at Bertschi School

Seeds of Compassion
This year’s students were given an 
incredible opportunity to be a part of 
the Dali Lama’s Seeds of Compassion. 
Students from both of the 5th, 4th, 2nd, 
and 1st grade classes boarded a bus to 
Key Arena on April 14th to join a crowd 
of 15,000 students and educators. In the 
presence of the Dali Lama they listened 
to speakers, presenters, storytellers, 
poets, and youth ambassadors to talk 
about compassion and how compassion 
can change the world. They learned 
that by showing compassion they are 
helping to make their world a better 
place. After a very long morning with no 
lunch and hardly a bathroom break, they 
all showed compassion for each other 
and the other students there, while they 
waited patiently and without complaint 
to be taken back to school where they 
were finally able to eat! Bertschi School 
creates confident, COMPASSIONATE and 
creative learners in a global society, and 
that Monday in April, they learned the 
importance of Compassion.
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thoughts

Memories 
Dedicated to my students of yesterday and today. 

Nervous teacher,  
Wearing high heels on her first day at Bertschi,  
Struggling through gravel on the playground.  
Flats on day two. 

Gravel on the playground.  
Muddy clothes on soccer-tackling kids.  
Later came the smell of the first wood chips. 

Swimming on Friday afternoons.  
Cold weather outside.   
Layers of clothes to peel off to get to the swim suit.  
Hot inside.   
Sticky wet skin. Clothes won’t go on. 

Pony rides at Lake Serene.  
We rode for miles and miles and miles,  
In unending figure eights,  
Tent caterpillars falling on our heads. 

Bagpipes shook the rafters.  
The guinea pigs were never the same.  
Rats squirming, wiggling tails we wanted to measure.  
Frogs swimming in the water.  
“I’ll hold them if you will.”  
Frogs loose in the classroom with you in hot pursuit. 

Taking down the wall between the two classrooms.  
Parents, children, grandparents, brothers, sisters, teachers—  
We all fit in that one big room. 

Sparkling eyes when you knew you could read forever more.  
Frustration when the numbers would not come out right. 

You were our class artist, our master speller,  
The researcher, the writer, our horse expert,  
The farm expert, the sports’ reporter,  
Our mathematician, the keen observer,  
Our “did-the-teacher-use-up-her-alloted-1000-mistakes yet” 
recorder. 

Milking cows at Pioneer Farm,  
Saying good-bye to the baby salmon.  
Pit houses, salt dough maps, poems, and pictures.  
All fill every space in the room. 

Pioneers and explorers came to visit.  
You learned their paths, and now you make your own.  
You ask and ponder, and think and try.  
You are on your way. 

The trail I’ve trod is filled with joy.  
New paths now tease and call.  
I wiggle my toes, my muscles strain.  
So, I whisper to my feet, “Let’s go!” 

      

Until our paths cross again.  

Liane  

by Liane Nolan

My first teaching job was in a country school in the gold rush hills of California, where I 
taught grades one to four together in a small two-room school. Initiation of a new teacher 
was to watch her reaction when handed a live rattlesnake. Oh, thank you high school drama, 
for teaching me how to put on my acting face! From there I went to the “big” school in the 
county, and worked with 40 seventh and eighth grade students, yes, all in one room. Beyond 
the core subjects I was required to teach Spanish to all 5th through 8th graders, being deemed 
amply qualified with my 15 word vocabulary by fellow teachers who wanted to teach the P.E. 
and music classes. 

Years later I arrived at Bertschi to teach 1st grade as the school was expanding from only pre-Kindergarten and Kindergarten 
classes. What a change in the physical plant since then (two buildings, four classrooms), but the vision, the caring for and the 
education of each child, has remained steadfast. I have treasured each moment with a wonderful group of teachers and staff and 
the outstanding children and families I have met along the way.  

What are my memories of Bertschi School? To share some of these moments I have included excerpts from a poem I wrote to my 
students in 1996, with an update written today. 

Walking up to Bertschi School 
has become an uplifting 
experience, thanks to a sculpture 
contributed by former Bertschi 
parent and acclaimed sculptor, 
Joseph McDonnell. 

In answer to your child’s 
inevitable question,  
“what is that?,” you can  
tell them this story. 

More than 2,100 years ago, in what is now 
western Italy, an unknown Etruscan artisan sat 
down and created a beautiful bracelet—one 
with a very unusual destiny. From its current 
home in a museum in Florence, Italy, the 
bracelet inspired the creativity of a modern 
artist, Joseph McDonnell, to sculpt not one, but 
five pieces! This sculpture, named “Interlocking 
Piece,” was selected for Bertschi because it 
shows how important our connections are to 
each other. The sculptor’s daughter went to Bertschi 
School for many years and giving the sculpture to the 
school is his way of showing his appreciation.  

The five-piece series of monumental sculptures McDonnell 
created is called “Locking Pieces.” Thanks to the generosity of 
McDonnell and an anonymous friend of Bertschi, the second 
of those bronzes, titled “Interlocking Piece,” now welcomes 
visitors from a place of honor in front of Bertschi School. The 
other four Locking Pieces have found homes at the New Jersey 
Statehouse in Trenton, The Butler Institute of American Art in 
Youngstown, Ohio, and private collections in New York 
and Michigan.

McDonnell, who moved with his family to Seattle from New 
York 12 years ago, has been a successful sculptor for over 
four decades. More than 150 of his large sculptures grace 
sites all over America and in Europe, including the University 
of Washington, General Electric headquarters in Fairfield, CT, 
the Carnegie Center in Princeton, NJ, and Washington Dulles 
international Airport in Virginia. He has also created many 
smaller pieces, including designing sculptures used as  
awards by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation Awards  
for Global Health.

According to Andre Emmerich, retired director of New York 
City’s Andre Emmerich Gallery, “McDonnell’s sculptures 
compete with the work of some of the best-known sculptures 
of our time…McDonnell’s work in its richly unfolding 

McDonnell’s 
“Interlocking Piece” 
Represents 
Bertschi 
Connectedness

complexity and strength more 
than holds its own.”

And according to McDonnell, 
Bertschi’s “Interlocking Piece” 

more than holds its own among 
his own body of work. 

“I feel it’s one of my best pieces,” 
McDonnell admits. “We call it 

Interlocking Piece because it represents 
the interlocking relationship of the 
school with the children, the parents, the 
community, and with its ideals.”

Interestingly, McDonnell was originally 
working on sketches for a completely 
different design for Bertschi School. But 
when Brigitte visited McDonnell to look at 
the ideas, she was immediately taken by a 
“Locking Piece” model in his studio. 

“She just said, ‘that’s the one I want!’ 
McDonnell said with a laugh.

It’s easy to understand why. The restful, curving shapes 
and natural, earthy patina of the bronze looks very much at 
home in front of the school, while its symbolism of peaceful 
connectedness matches the Bertschi School mission perfectly. 

“People staying connected is a big part of what Bertschi 
School is about,” Brigitte said. “The interlocking forms of the 
sculpture show how we stay interlocked and connected as a 
school and family even after students and families move on.”

McDonnell and his wife, Maryanne Jordan, Deputy Director of 
the Seattle Art Museum, sent their daughter Sophia, 14, to 
Bertschi through fifth grade. “The quality of the teachers, the 
philosophy of the school, and the dedication to bringing out 
the creativity in each student made it an excellent school,” 
McDonnell said. “My giving the sculpture was in gratitude for 
the thirty years of Brigitte’s leadership of the school.”

“Community is so very important to Bertschi,” Brigitte 
explained. “Not just within the school, but our effect 
and connectedness to the global community. By placing 
this wonderful sculpture outside the school, we’re sharing 
something meaningful and beautiful with the neighborhood—
not just ourselves.”

“I feel the sculpture brings a wonderful 
sense of energy to the entrance of the 
school, reflecting both the architecture 
and landscaping. Its balance has an 
enduring, archeological presence from 
all directions.  
           — Maria Grade
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Alumni
Aaron and Andre Love, 
class of 2006, are 7th grade students 
at St. Therese School in the Madrona 
neighborhood. They just received 2nd 
Honors in this most recent grading 
period. Their favorite thing about their 
school is the freedom to move around 
to classes and the fact that they are 
in all boy classes. They really like 
their teachers, of which two are black 
men. They are doing very well in math, 
language arts, reading and religion 
classes. This past semester they took 
swimming lessons and really enjoyed 
that. Now they’ve started the track 
season and they’re running for the 
Seatown Express which is a private track 
club owned by Eric Metcalf. Eric was 
a Heisman Trophy winner back in the 
eighties from Rainier Beach High School. 
 

Lily Pahlow attended Bertschi 
School from the early days of half-day 
preschool 1987-1997. She attended 
University Prep for middle and high 
school. She graduated from Washington 
University in St. Louis with a degree in 
Film and now makes her home in Los 
Angeles where she is currently working 
in the art department on a Will Ferrell 
movie for Universal Studios. 

Julia Pahlow attended Bertschi 
school from 1989 to 1999. She attended 
University Prep Middle School. For high 
school she chose to attend an east coast 
prep school and she graduated from 
Choate Rosemary Hall in Connecticut in 
2004. She will graduate from Washington 
University in St. Louis in May of 2008 
with honors in Anthropology and French. 

Rachel Green– who attended 
Bertschi for two years through 1985- 
is just starting to work at WACAP, an 
international adoption agency in the 
Seattle area. She’s excited to be involved 
in the adoption process! 

Nicholas Dupree – class of 
2001 – is a senior at Seattle Academy 
of Arts and Sciences, where he enjoys 
sports, art and singing with the select 
vocal ensemble, the “The Onions.” He 
plans to major in industrial (product) 
design in college and hopes to design 
cars some day! 

Estelle Thyer, class of 2002, is 
a Junior at Bush and currently spending 
a trimester attending school in Paris. 
She is still riding horses as often as 
she can, and she is looking forward to 
attending the inauguration next January 
with Global Youth Leaders. 

Guy Thyer, class of 2004, is a 
freshman at Lakeside. Still golfing and 
playing soccer like crazy. 

Elisabeth Root attended 
Bertschi from 1978 – 1982. After a 
childhood in other parts of the city, 
college in Montana, and bits of life in 
other spots, Elisabeth is back living and 
working -as a Realtor for John L. Scott 
- in Capitol Hill. Recently she found a 
place back at Bertschi as a volunteer, 
and is so proud of her “first school” for 
its strong positive presence in Seattle 
and on the hill. 

I was blessed to get a sabbatical from 
Bertschi in the fall of ‘07. So, at the end of 
July, we packed a bag each, handed over 
the keys and the dog’s leash to a visiting 
family from Norway, and headed off for a 
five-month trip.

First stop was a two-week sailing trip in the 
Eastern Caribbean with British friends. Then we 
spent about two weeks in the UK visiting friends 
and family. My brother lives in Lanzarote in The 
Canary Islands so we had two weeks there, where 
we took Spanish classes. Our next stop was South 
Africa, where we had a six-day photo safari in 
northern Kwazulu-Natal, followed by a week in the 
Capetown area.

Then we began three months in Latin America 
visiting Argentina, Uruguay, Peru, Bolivia, Ecuador, 
and Mexico. Wow! What a fabulous experience! 
Now we have loads of memories and insights from 
our adventures, and lots of great photos to see us 
through those wet winter Seattle nights. Here is 
just a handful. Thank you Bertschi!

Where in the World is

Green Car Uruguay
I found this car in the town of Colonia, Uruguay, outside 
a restaurant. The town is a weekend getaway for Buenos 
Aires and is full of quaint and curious corners. A great 
break from the hectic life of Buenos Aires.

Guinea Pigs
Cuy (Guinea Pigs) are a treat 
in Peru for special occasions. 
We went to visit a traditional 
weaver and these guys were 
running around her home 
waiting for that special day.

Traditional Weaver
In Olantaytambo, Peru, we met a Lakeside 
graduate who took us up a remote side valley 
to meet some traditional women weavers. We 
bought this weaving, which is dyed naturally 
using cochineal and alpaca wool. This lady 
is the weaver and is wearing the everyday 
clothes of her village. She spoke no Spanish.

Hare Krishna
In Durban there is a large population of Indian descent. 
We visited this Hare Krishna Temple that is based on 
the design of a lotus flower. Inside was full of beautiful 
paintings depicting the life of Krishna. To me it was 
remarkably like the stories of Jesus’ life.

Capetown  
Ocean View
Capetown has two coasts, 
the bay and the ocean. The 
ocean side is backed by 
some impressive mountains 
and the breakers come 
crashing in. As a city 
it is reminiscent of San 
Francisco.

Ends of the Earth
About 30 miles south of Capetown is 
the Cape of Good Hope.  Been there….
done that!

Galapagos
If you are interested in nature, the 
Galapagos is an amazing trip. With 
a good guide you can learn so much. 
This hat really hurt my head!

Swanage
This is a classic English seaside shot 
of a Victorian beach town. We stayed 
there about a week at a friend’s 
house. Ice cream every day!

Peter James?

Liver Seller
In the black township 
of Langa (Capetown) 
we met this lady on a 
Sunday morning selling 
liver. It is a Sunday treat 
for older people to get 
their iron levels up.
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Looking Ahead…
For more information about these and other 
events, check www.bertschi.org
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5th Grade No School
    June 12

All School Field Day/Last Day of School
    June 13

First Day of Summer School
    June 23

Last Day of Summer School
    July 25

First Day of School
    September 3

All School Picnic/Bite of Bertschi
    September 12

Middle School Forum
    October 7

Alternative Transportation Day
    October 17
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