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BERTSCHI SCHOOL ANNOUNCES NEXT HEAD OF SCHOOL:
DR. RAYMOND YU

SEATTLE, WA (November 18, 2021) — The trustees of Bertschi School, an independent
pre-kindergarten through fifth grade school, announced today the appointment of
Raymond Yu, Ed.D. as its next head of school. Dr. Yu will succeed interim head of school,

Teri Barnett, on July 1, 2022.

“I am incredibly honored and inspired to serve as the next head
of Bertschi School. There is so much joy and warmth in the
Bertschi village, and I felt deep resonance with the community
and its mission. With joy and gratitude, I look forward to learning
more about each of our community members and helping
everyone continue to thrive!” Dr. Yu said.

The trustees’ decision to appoint Dr. Yu followed an extensive
nationwide search and the unanimous recommendation of the
Head of School Search Committee, which began its search in the
spring of 2021. While the search attracted a pool of
exceptionally talented educational leaders, Dr. Yu stood out for

his broad experience in progressive elementary education, his strong track record in
effective and creative work with marginalized populations, and his reputation as an
empathetic and inspiring community builder.

“It was so inspirational to see the impact Dr. Yu had in his short visit to Bertschi. He
impressed our entire community–teachers, staff, parents, and students–with his gift for
authentic connection, his warmth and humility, and the clarity of his vision for inclusive and
aspirational elementary education,” said Melinda Williams, president of the board of
trustees.

Dr. Yu holds a doctorate in educational leadership, a master’s degree in curriculum and
instruction and a bachelor’s degree in psychology. He has extensive experience in
elementary education, serving as a classroom teacher in both public and private schools,
has held positions as principal of two public elementary schools, and served in several
independent elementary school leadership roles.

Dr. Yu comes to Bertschi from The Blake School, a highly regarded progressive
independent school in Minneapolis, Minnesota, where he has been the Director of the
Lower School (PK-5) for the past eight years. At Blake, Dr. Yu is responsible for all aspects
of the Lower School, which encompasses two campuses, with a total of 500 students and
two separate administrative and faculty teams. Among his achievements, Dr. Yu has
spearheaded leading edge curricular changes in a range of areas–including math, literacy,
Spanish, and music–and is known for his talent for building and maintaining strong
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connections across all parts of the Blake Community.

Dr. Yu serves on a variety of community boards, including the Abbott Northwestern
Hospital Foundation, the Wayzata Special Education Advisory Council, and the
Minneapolis Heart institute Foundation, and has taught several leadership seminars at
Harvard University's Graduate School of Education's Principal Center.

The committee was impressed with Dr. Yu’s commitment to diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI), specifically his work building a long-term supportive relationship between Blake and
the Mdewakanton Sioux and local immigrant communities. Dr. Yu’s proven track record
and commitment to DEI will be a tremendous asset to the Bertschi school as we continue
the work of bringing our mission and values to life.

Founded in 1975 by Brigitte Bertschi, Bertschi School has a full-time teaching staff of 40,
and serves 240 Seattle area pre-K through fifth grade students each year.


