
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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Free 

By Mason Puckett 
Freedom is a funny thing. For being a 
word we're so accustomed to, it can be 
more difficult to define than we often 
think. It can also be more difficult to know 
it when we see it, or know it when we see 
the lack of it. Acts 16 gives us a full cast of 
characters, some free and some not, alt-
hough which characters are which may not 
be clear at first.  
   Among this cast of characters are first 
Paul and Silas who have arrived in the city 
of Philippi. They meet a girl whose body 
houses a spirit that speaks future events 
through her. She's been made a slave be-
cause of this, and her abilities are making 
quite a bit of money for her owners. Hav-
ing no freedom herself (either as a slave to 
these men or in her own body), she speaks 
an ironic truth when she sees Paul and Si-
las. "These men are slaves of the Most 
High God, who proclaim to you a way of 
salvation." While "slave" strikes us as a 
negative term (and not without good rea-
son), Paul himself would go on to say in 
Romans 6 that our baptism makes us 
slaves to righteousness. We're all under the 
alluring influence of one thing or another. 
The question is, is it the love and right-
eousness of God, or something else? For 
all this girl's lack of freedom, lack of abil-
ity to have her own will and be her own 
person, she has ironically spoken a pro-
found truth. It is often the demons that see 
Jesus and his followers for exactly who 
they are.  
   Paul does as his Lord would do and casts 
the spirit out of the girl's body, and this is 
when we find out that the men who own 
her are just as enslaved as she is, even if 
we wouldn't guess it based on appearances 
alone. With their money-making scheme 
now gone, they have Paul and Silas arrest-
ed. They can't imagine a life without their 
dishonest gain and must punish whoever 
takes it from them. They're every bit as 
enslaved to their greed as the girl was to 
the thing living in her body.  
   But the irony continues. Paul and Silas 
are in a prison cell that evening, but we 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Steve Kaufman 
 

898 Paradise Valley 1-3 

300 Praise Him! Praise Him! 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Boyd Edwards 

335 In Memory of the Savior’s Love 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Philippians 4:1-9 
 

535 The Glory-Land Way 1-3 

555 Seek Ye First 1-3 
 

Paul Lakey—Anxious about Nothing 
 

945 Kneel at the Cross 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Allen Naff 

 

quickly find out that this doesn't make them 
any less free. In fact, it is the man standing out-
side the cell and holding the key that lacks free-
dom. As Paul and Silas are deep in prayer and 
worship, and when an earthquake suddenly jars 
the cell doors loose, the jailer fears that he will 
face death for having failed to retain his prison-
ers. But Paul and Silas haven't gone anywhere. 
The freedom they know is completely unaffect-
ed by any cell or locked door. Being trapped in 
a cell doesn't make them any less free, and es-
caping wouldn't make them any more free. 
They're just free, imprisoned or not. It's the jail-
er, so afraid of the punishment that awaits him 
that he's ready to commit suicide, that lacks any 
real freedom (until, of course, he's baptized into 
a new life of faith, healing, and hospitality). 
   As children of the God who brought Israel 
out of their Egyptian bondage, this is what we 
mean when we say "freedom." It is peace in the 
midst of loss and instability, a refusal to be 
rocked by the things that go wrong. It is en-
trusting ourselves to the God who makes him-
self an enemy of Pharaoh and greedy men who 
see their slaves as nothing more than money-
making opportunities. It is the knowledge that 
neither a locked door nor an escape makes any 
real difference in how free we are. This free-
dom is, as the girl calls it, the "way of salva-
tion." 

 



 
Reading Program 
This begins week 40.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Backpack Buddies 
It’s Backpack Buddy time again! 
School is about to start and we will 
begin collection to feed those 
children in need.  We appreciate all 
food and monetary donations.  
Please give any money to Debbie 
Brooks or Ginger Floyd.  Please 
see the list for individually wrapped 
food donations: 
   Granola Bars   Peanuts 
   Mac & Cheese Micro meals 
   Ravioli micro meals 
   Fruit cups   Puddings 
   Gold fish   Oatmeal 
   Little cereal boxes, etc. 
    
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

“HOLD FAST” 

  
 

 
Church Fall Campout con’d 
There will be a potluck about 
noonish on Oct. 22nd at the 
church campground.  Paper 
plates and plasticware will be 
furnished.  Bring your lawn chairs 
and drinks.  Hope to see you 
there for an afternoon of 
fellowship. 
 
Third Thursday Get Together 
Our Get Together will be 
Thursday, October 20 at 6:30 in 
the fellowship Hall.  The menu 
will be Italian,  There is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board. 
 
Congratulations 
To Robert and Jessica Fox on 
the birth of their baby girl, Molly. 
 
Thank You All! 
Thank you to all the saints at 
Bertram Church of Christ for your 
amazing generosity through the 
recent change drive for Christian 
Homes!  You returned 40 cans 
for a total of $1,228 and by doing 
so, helped change the lives of the 
many women and children God 
sends our way,  Your partnership 
with Christian Homes helps us 
continue finding “...a Christian 
home for every child”,  May God 
richly bless you all! 
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Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Danny Guess (Lilly Faye Hopkins 
nephew) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Oct 16 
   *Third Sunday luncheon 
   *Mission Sunday 
 
Thursday, Oct 20 
   Third Thursday Get Together 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


