
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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Clean 

By Mason Puckett 

In Acts 10, we meet a Roman military of-
ficer named Cornelius. For reasons we're 
not told, he's a big fan of the God of Israel, 
being a "devout man who feared God." He's 
simply one more example of how God is 
reaching into every nation and finding peo-
ple who are open to his love. We're also told 
he keeps a regular practice of generosity 
and prayer. And this practice of prayer 
opens him up to a vision. An angel appears, 
affirming his generosity and devotion to 
God, but still has a long and encouraging 
road ahead of him. He is to find the apostle 
Peter. Why? Cornelius isn't told yet. So he 
sends some servants a day's journey away to 
Joppa, where Peter is lodging.  
   Then we drop in on Peter himself. He's 
also having a prayer-induced vision. Luke 
loves to tell stories about how prayer can 
take the consciousness to new and strange 
places (Luke 3:21, 9:29). In this vision, Pe-
ter sees a sheet being lowered from the sky, 
and this sheet is holding a multitude of ani-
mals. Peter notices that these animals are 
the kind that the Law of Moses has prohibit-
ed, which makes what follows difficult for 
him. A voice says, "Get up Peter, kill and 
eat." Peter immediately says no. Those ani-
mals are unclean! It's unthinkable to a good, 
observant Jew like Peter. While saying no 
to a direct command from God seems like a 
bad idea, let's be fair to Peter. He feels 
trapped in an impossible riddle. He can ei-
ther disobey the giver of the Law, the God 
of Sinai. Or he can disobey the God of this 
vision. Imagine God telling you to disregard 
some religious custom that had been in-
grained in you since childhood. God has to 
give Peter this command three times, even-
tually saying, "What God has called clean, 
you must not call unclean," before it starts 
to sink in for Peter. 
   The vision comes to an end and the mes-
sengers from Cornelius arrive, and Peter is 
prodded by the Spirit to go with them. For 
what purpose? Again, Peter is not told. Nei-
ther Peter nor Cornelius is told what will 
happen once they meet, but they're both ex-
cited. Acts is full of the Spirit giving unex-
plained invitations to a new journey. As 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Levi Montgomery 
 

860 There Is a Habitation 1-4 

226 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Jerry Don Sanders 

315 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 1-4 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

452 Standing on the Promises 1-4 

722 Let the Beauty of Jesus Be Seen 1-3 
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:37-47 
 

414 Anywhere with Jesus 1-4 
 

Mason Puckett—The Way of Salvation 
 

934 Softly and Tenderly 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Allen Naff 

 

Peter is invited to the home (and table) of a Gen-
tile, he realizes that the issue isn't so much clean 
and unclean animals as much as clean and 
"unclean" people. Peter, along with some fellow 
Jewish Christians from Joppa, meets Cornelius, 
along with some family and friends, and begins 
to preach a sermon that begins with, "I truly un-
derstand that God shows no partiality." As he's 
telling Cornelius and his people the story of Je-
sus, suddenly the Holy Spirit floods the room. 
Peter asks, "Can anyone withhold the water for 
baptizing these people who have received the 
Holy Spirit just as we have?" So Cornelius and 
company are baptized. 
   What kind of person do we consider 
"unclean?" Another way of asking it is, what 
kind of person is it that I have a hard time imag-
ining sharing life and table with? The Bible's 
word for that is "unclean." Whatever kind of per-
son that is, could God be trying to get our atten-
tion and say, "What God has called clean, you 
must not call unclean." 
   Peter is starting to get it. Israel's story is not 
just Israel's story. And Israel's God is not just 
Israel's God. In baptism, Jesus washes us clean 
of any prejudice, division, and assumption that 
keeps believers separated. In baptism, Jesus 
heals us of anything that makes another believer 
seem alien to us. In baptism, God cre-
ates one family. 

 



 
Reading Program 
This begins week 37.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Backpack Buddies 
It’s Backpack Buddy time again! 
School is about to start and we will 
begin collection to feed those 
children in need.  We appreciate all 
food and monetary donations.  
Please give any money to Debbie 
Brooks or Ginger Floyd.  Please 
see the list for individually wrapped 
food donations: 
   Granola Bars   Peanuts 
   Mac & Cheese Micro meals 
   Ravioli micro meals 
   Fruit cups   Puddings 
   Gold fish   Oatmeal 
   Little cereal boxes, etc. 
    
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

“HOLD FAST” 

  
 

 
Third Thursday Get Together 
Our Get Together will be 
Thursday, Sept 15 at 6:30 in the 
fellowship Hall.  Menu will be  
“sandwiches, chips and ice 
cream”. 
 
August Missions 
Contributions $4,914; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton 
$1,000; Milton Munoz $800; 
Duane Morgan $500; Cherokee 
Home $300; Sunny Glen Home 
$300; GWAM-water wells $805; 
Cody Marceau $200; Hensel 
Memorial Camp $1,000; 
Baptisteries Around the World 
$300; Central TX Children’s 
Home $300; American 
Rehabilitation Ministries $300; 
Worldwide Christian 
Broadcasting $300; Lifeline 
Chaplaincy $300; SIBI Solar 
Players $300; balance $3,407.  
 
Thank You! 
Dear Church, 
Thank you for the cards and 
prayers that Cassie and I 
received on our marriage.  I may 
be moving to Tyler but Oatmeal 
and Bertram will always be 
home.  I will miss all of you but 
the two I probably will miss the 
most are Debbie Brooks and her 
husband. 
Thanks again, Glen Hopkins 
Remember, Gig’em Aggies; go 
Rangers! 
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Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Sept 18 
   *Third Sunday luncheon 
   *Mission Sunday 
 
Saturday, Sept 24 
   Men’s Prayer breakfast 
 
September 23-25 
   Aggies for Christ 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


