
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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Brother 

By Mason Puckett 

To be a Jesus follower is to allow Jesus 
to put us into relationship and communi-
ty with people we might not have chosen 
for ourselves. Baptism and table fellow-
ship are not places where we wield great 
power to include and exclude as we 
choose. They are places where we submit 
to the infinitely expansive love of God. 
And nowhere does this infinitely expan-
sive love of God challenge us more than 
in Acts 9. The murderer Saul, a rising 
star in the Jerusalem scene and taking his 
talents to the north, has a blinding en-
counter with Jesus on the road to Damas-
cus. Saul is headed there to see how 
many Christians he can round up to ar-
rest and put on trial (and possibly, like 
Stephen, execute) for their crimes against 
the Jewish religion. His vision of Jesus 
tells him that he'll continue on to Damas-
cus, but what happens there will be the 
total opposite of what Saul is expecting. 
   In Damascus, Jesus also appears to a 
disciple named Ananias. Ananias is to go 
find Saul, lay hands on him, and heal 
him of his temporary blindness. Ananias 
objects, as would we all. This guy is too 
dangerous! Ananias responds. I'm exact-
ly the kind of person he's here in town to 
persecute! Jesus won't take no for an an-
swer and Ananias submits. And when he 
arrives and meets Saul, he says, "Brother 
Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to 
you on your way here, has sent me so 
that you may regain your sight and be 
filled with the Holy Spirit." 
   Ananias meets a murderer and the first 
word out of his mouth is - brother. 
   Saul's sight is restored. He's baptized 
and immediately welcomed to the table 
for a meal (remember, God always 
moves us from the water to the table). 
While still in Damascus, Saul begins 
preaching that Jesus is Lord and Son of 
God, which makes enemies out of his 
fellow Jews. They plot to kill him, so he 
must escape the city with the help of his 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Steve Kaufman 
 

810 Listen to Our Hearts 1-2 

483 Is It For Me? 1-4 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Arlan Montgomery 

335 In Memory of the Savior’s Love 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:37-47 
 

643 Sowing the Seed of the Kingdom 1-3 

628 Will You Not Tell It Today 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—No Enemies at the Table 
 

940 Only a Step 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ron Johnson 

 

new brothers and sisters. He then goes to Je-
rusalem, where many of the Christians don't 
yet trust him (who could blame them?). Can 
someone that violent, and with that much ha-
tred in his heart, really change? Can his bap-
tism really be legitimate? Is it really wise to 
trust him? Fortunately, there's a Jesus follow-
er here in Jerusalem with all the courage of 
love of Ananias named Barnabas, who be-
comes Saul's advocate (and, as we learn when 
we keep reading, dear friend and ministry 
partner) to the Jerusalem apostles. Such a 
transformation shouldn't be possible. But then 
again, the book of Acts exists to rearrange 
our assumptions and redefine "possible" for 
us. 
   In baptism, there are no enemies. There are 
only brothers and sisters. Of course this is 
difficult to accept. We've been hurt. We have 
people that frighten us. But Ananias shows us 
it's possible. Brotherhood, kinship, for-
giveness, it's possible! It begins in the water, 
the water that washes away sins, both ours 
and that of those who have hurt us. The water 
is making of us people who can look at those 
who have hurt us and see something differ-
ent: people washed clean by the water, or 
people who just haven't been washed by the 
water yet. 

 



 
Reading Program 
This begins week 33.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Backpack Buddies 
It’s Backpack Buddy time again! 
School is about to start and we will 
begin collection to feed those 
children in need.  We appreciate all 
food and monetary donations.  
Please give any money to Debbie 
Brooks or Ginger Floyd.  Please 
see the list for individually wrapped 
food donations: 
   Granola Bars   Peanuts 
   Mac & Cheese micro meals 
   Ravioli micro meals 
   Fruit cups   Puddings 
   Gold fish   Oatmeal 
   Little cereal boxes, etc. 
    
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

“HOLD FAST” 

  
 

 
Third Thursday Get Together 
Our Get Together will be 
Thursday, Sept 15 at 6:30 in the 
fellowship Hall.  Menu will be  
“sandwiches, chips and ice 
cream”. 
 
Condolences 
Out thoughts and prayers go the 
Johnny Stephens and his family 
at the passing of his brother, 
Larry. 
 
August Missions 
Contributions $4,914; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton 
$1,000; Milton Munoz $800; 
Duane Morgan $500; Cherokee 
Home $300; Sunny Glen Home 
$300; GWAM-water wells $805; 
Cody Marceau $200; Hensel 
Memorial Camp $1,000; 
Baptisteries Around the World 
$300; Central TX Children’s 
Home $300; American 
Rehabilitation Ministries $300; 
Worldwide Christian 
Broadcasting $300; Lifeline 
Chaplaincy $300; SIBI Solar 
Players $300; balance $3,407.  
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Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Sept 4 
   First Sunday Luncheon 
 
Thursday, Sept 15 
   Third Thursday Get Together 
 
September 23-25 
   Aggies for Christ 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


