
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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The Middle of the Action 

By Mason Puckett 
A discussion of the importance of table fel-
lowship will eventually bring us to the Gos-
pel of Luke. Luke is where all the important 
stuff seems to be happening during a meal. 
The table becomes the location of for-
giveness and repentance, of preaching and 
calling. In Luke 6:6-11, amidst several other 
stories about Jesus creating controversy, 
comes a story about Jesus healing a man 
with a withered hand. This happens in a syn-
agogue during Sabbath worship. The scribes 
and Pharisees present want to see if Jesus 
will heal the man (thus technically qualify-
ing as working on the Sabbath) so that they 
have proof and witnesses that Jesus is a sin-
ister rule breaker, that he has no respect for 
God's law and Israel's worship.  
   For such a short story, it is a whole world 
of drama, controversy and good news unto 
itself. Before Jesus actually heals the man, 
he decides to make a scene of it. He tells the 
man with the withered hand to come closer. 
What Jesus says to him is more literally, 
"Come to the middle" or "Come into our 
midst." Not only does this man have a disa-
bility, but is apparently excluded from prop-
er society for it. He's only allowed to exist at 
the margins of society and worship, not wel-
come in the middle of the action until Jesus 
invites him. Even a worship service like this 
has become yet one more place in the world 
where the people in the middle of the action 
are the people who are easy to look at, the 
people who have it all together (or at least 
can make us think they do). But a man with 
a visible disability is expected to find some 
dark corner of the room where everyone else 
is free to ignore and forget him. 
   So before Jesus heals his physical ailment, 
he heals his spiritual ailment. Jesus heals his 
neglect. Jesus places him front and center 
for everyone to behold. He tells the man to 
stretch out his hand, and when he does, his 
hand is healed, now perfectly restored. The 
scribes and Pharisees are "filled with fury." 
They're mad because Jesus has supposedly 
disrespected the sanctity of their Sabbath 
worship. But on a deeper and much truer 
level, they're mad because Jesus has forced 
them to acknowledge the existence, humani-
ty, and healing of someone they wanted to 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Arlan Montgomery 
 

144 O Worship the King 1-3 

66 Doxology 

346 He Lives 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Levi Montgomery 

334 Tis Midnight, and on Olive’s Brow 1-4 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:37-47 
 

876 Where He Leads Me I Will Follow 1-3 

129 Amazing Grace 1-5 
 

Mason Puckett—No Enemies in the Water 
 

674 I Have Decided to Follow Jesus 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ronnie Brooks 

 

ignore. They're mad because Jesus has scuffed 
the polish off of their worship. Let us never as-
sume Jesus wants our worship to always be a 
comfortable thing. Jesus might wants some rules 
broken now and then. He might want to place 
someone unappealing at the center of our atten-
tion. 
   While there is no table or meal in this particular 
story, we quickly see how much it resonates with 
other table stories in Luke. One chapter earlier, 
Luke has dinner with a tax collector named Levi 
and all his tax collector friends. And one chapter 
after the man with the withered hand, Jesus has 
dinner with an upstanding Pharisee named Si-
mon, but also a woman who has a reputation for 
being a sinner. She showers Jesus with her love 
and affection and even her own tears. In both 
cases, Jesus is inviting people into the middle. 
And in both cases, Jesus' critics say to him, 
"Surely that's not what the table is for, is it?" 
   The table of Jesus is where healing happens 
because the table draws in those most in need of 
healing. Healing can't happen from a distance. 
We can't share the good news with someone we 
haven't welcomed closely into our presence, into 
the middle of the action. Let's allow the table be 
what it wants to be and what Jesus has always 
used it for: the place of fellowship and reconcili-
ation, dignity and embrace. 

 



 
Reading Program 
This begins week 33.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Backpack Buddies 
It’s Backpack Buddy time again! 
School is about to start and we will 
begin collection to feed those 
children in need.  We appreciate all 
food and monetary donations.  
Please give any money to Debbie 
Brooks or Ginger Floyd.  Please 
see the list for individually wrapped 
food donations: 
   Granola Bars   Peanuts 
   Mac & Cheese micro meals 
   Ravioli micro meals 
   Fruit cups   Puddings 
   Gold fish   Oatmeal 
   Little cereal boxes, etc. 
    
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

“HOLD FAST” 

  

Youth and Family Cont. August 28, 2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Aug 28   
   Collection of Change cans for 
Christian Homes & Family 
Services 
 
Sunday, Sept 4 
   First Sunday Luncheon 
 
September 23-25 
   Aggies for Christ 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


