
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 

 August 21st, 2022 

Bertram Church of Christ 

 

 

The Proclamation of the Water 

By Mason Puckett 
At the deepest part of our humanity lies 
the question, "Where do I belong?" Much 
of our lives are spent finding answers to 
this question. We want to belong to a 
family, to friends, to a spouse, to a 
church, and of course, to God. But we 
don't stop there. We find belonging in 
ideas and the people who share them with 
us. We find it in the fan base of our favor-
ite sports teams. We experience it when a 
whole crowd laughs or gasps together. 
We desire belonging, Many are fortunate 
enough to find it, and some spend their 
whole lives looking for more of it. 
   To speak of baptism is to speak of be-
longing. It is in his baptism that Jesus is 
irreversibly claimed by his heavenly Fa-
ther. And in Acts 8, we meet a character 
who finds his way into the waters of bap-
tism at the same times he's asking ques-
tions about belonging. The story begins 
with the apostle Philip being called upon 
by the Holy Spirit to take a walk and see 
who he meets along the way. Sure 
enough, he meets an "Ethiopian eunuch, a 
court official of the queen of the Ethiopi-
ans, in charge of her entire treas-
ury." (Acts 8:27) This man holds one of 
the highest offices in all of Ethiopia's 
government. He's been castrated, likely as 
a way to give his career and government 
service a more singular focus, and as a 
result he is one of his queen's most trusted 
servants.  
   Perhaps even more interesting about 
him is that he's just been in Jerusalem to 
worship. It's possible he could be either 
Jew or Gentile. Maybe his time in Jerusa-
lem is something his Jewish faith has al-
ways obligated him to do. Or maybe he's 
drawn to Jewish worship, not out of birth 
or tradition, but simply by being captivat-
ed by how wonderful the God of Israel is. 
Either way, his status as a eunuch puts 
him in an awkward position as far as Je-
rusalem is concerned. Eunuchs were 
barred by law from joining in Israel's 
worship gathering. (Deuteronomy 23:1) 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Boyd Edwards 
 

3 Hallelujah, Praise Jehovah 1-3 

227 On Zion’s Glorious Summit 1-3 

357 Bethlehem...Galilee...Gethsemane 
 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

774 Hide Me, Rock of Ages 1-3 

564 I Must Tell Jesus 1-3 
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:37-47 
 

359 I Love the Lord 1-3 

477 There Is a Place of Quiet Rest 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—To the Middle 
 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 
 

860 There Is a Habitation 1-4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

Whatever his worship experience in Jerusalem 
is like, it's happening at some distance; he is 
to be kept at arm's length when it comes time 
to worship.  
   Philip joins him on his journey back from 
Jerusalem to Ethiopia. The two of them read 
from the prophet Isaiah together. Philip tells 
him the gospel story of Jesus. And finally, 
they find some water. "What is to prevent me 
from being baptized?" the eunuch asks. This is 
a loaded question. He's always 
been prevented from experiencing God's em-
brace in the same intimate way others do. He 
seems to be asking, "Philip, will you place yet 
one more obstacle between me and God? Will 
you join the long line of people telling me I 
don't belong?" Philip doesn't answer by speak-
ing. He answers by getting straight into the 
water. The eunuch is baptized and completes 
his journey rejoicing all the way. (Acts 8:39) 
He has been claimed by God. He belongs. 
   We humans have quite a talent for drawing 
lines, for deciding who's in and who's out, 
who belongs and who doesn't. But the waters 
of baptism preach the opposite message. The 
proclamation of the water is: you belong. 

 



Reading Program 
This begins week 32.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Backpack Buddies 
It’s Backpack Buddy time again! 
School is about to start and we will 
begin collection to feed those 
children in need.  We appreciate all 
food and monetary donations.  
Please give any money to Debbie 
Brooks or Ginger Floyd.  Please 
see the list for individually wrapped 
food donations: 
   Granola Bars   Peanuts 
   Mac & Cheese micro meals 
   Ravioli micro meals 
   Fruit cups   Puddings 
   Gold fish   Oatmeal 
   Little cereal boxes, etc. 
    
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Youth and Family Cont. August 21,2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Jerry Don Sanders 
Patty Stephens 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 

 

 
 Sunday, Aug 21 
   *Mission Sunday 
   *Third Sunday luncheon  
 
Sunday, Aug 28   
   Collection of Change cans for 
Christian Homes & Family 
Services 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


