
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUNDAY August 14th, 2022 

Bertram Church of Christ 

 

 

The Water and the Table 

By Mason Puckett 
The New Testament consistently emphasiz-
es the importance of both baptism and table 
fellowship. But their importance is not sep-
arate from one another. Scripture has a 
clear trajectory from the waters of baptism 
to the table. In Acts 2, Peter delivers a mas-
terful sermon in Jerusalem during Pente-
cost, claiming that the Holy Spirit is pour-
ing itself out on the whole world, claiming 
that Jesus is in fact everything God has ever 
wanted for his people and that Jerusalem 
responded not by embracing him but by 
killing him. The sermon ends with, "Let all 
the house of Israel know with certainty that 
God has made him both Lord and Messiah, 
this Jesus whom you crucified." This is a 
bit of a cliffhanger. Peter gives the crowd 
no send off, no clear idea of what is sup-
posed to happen as a result of the sermon. I 
suppose this is a somewhat risky move. If a 
preacher doesn't tell his audience what to 
do with the sermon, maybe they won't do 
anything at all with it.  
   But Peter's cliffhanger pays off. It creates 
an itch in the crowd, a desire to know what 
happens next, how the gospel might move 
from the ears to the heart and hands and 
feet. "Brothers, what should we do?" the 
crowd asks. Peter's answer is short enough, 
but robust all the same. "Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of 
Jesus so that your sins may be forgiven; and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit." 
Begin the lifelong journey of repentance, of 
turning in a new direction, of aligning our-
selves completely with God's love and will. 
Be baptized because in the water God's for-
giveness is given freely and generously. 
Our sin no longer has any power to define 
us, only God's loving claim on our lives. 
And in the water is the gift of the Holy 
Spirit, also given freely and generously. It's 
in the water we immerse ourselves into this 
new reality.  
   The sermon works. 3,000 people come 
forward to be baptized. That might seem 
like a nice place to end the story, but we're 
just getting started. Baptism is only the be-
ginning. The water gives us a new way of 
being human, and therefore creates a new 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Allen Naff 
 

Handout—Sanctuary 

749 The Battle Belongs to the Lord 1-3 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Ron Johnson 

386 He Loves Me 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

448 The Greatest Command 

214 Have You Seen Jesus My Lord 1-4 
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:37-47 
 

480 Blessed Assurance 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett—You Belong 
 

915 Trust and Obey 1,2,5 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

kind of community. Those who were baptized 
"devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching 
and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 
prayers... All who believed were together and 
had all things in common; they would sell their 
possessions and goods and distribute the pro-
ceeds to all, as any had need. Day by day, as 
they spent much time together in the temple, 
they broke bread at home and ate their food with 
glad and generous hearts." Essential to this new 
kind of community is telling the Jesus story, 
fellowship, prayer, radical generosity, and gath-
ering around the table. It's something these first 
Christians did day in and day out. It seems they 
couldn't wait to get around a table with each oth-
er. The table so perfectly sums up this whole 
description of the new community. The table is 
often a place of teaching and learning. It is the 
place of fellowship and prayer. And it is the 
place of generosity, of feeding each other and 
making sure no one goes hungry.  
   Baptism gives us our identity: children fully 
claimed by our Father who loves us enough to 
forgive us and be ever present with us through 
his Spirit. And the table gives us our vocation: 
people who tell the Jesus story, people of fel-
lowship and prayer and radical generosity. 
That's who we are. 

 



 
 
Reading Program 
This begins week 31.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 

 
Third Thursday Get Together 
August 18 will be the next 
Thursday get together.  It will be in 
the Fellowship hall at 6:30.  the 
Menu will be “brown beans and 
cornbread”.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board, 

 
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 

an RV spot or cabin. 
 

Back to School Teacher Breakfast 
Thank you to everyone who helped 
with the Back to School Breakfast!  
It was a wonderful response and 
they are so appreciative.  The 
theme for this year is “You Were 
Born to Share”-God was shinning 
through you! 

 
“HOLD FAST” 

  
 
 

“Undie” Sunday 
To everyone who helped with 
“Undie Sunday”, we collected 
298 pair of underwear and 30 
pair of socks!  The school is still 
finishing up construction so we 
will leave the underwear and 
supplies through today!  They will 
be delivered prior to the start of 
school.  Thank you again! 
 

Youth and Family Cont. August 14 2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Jerry Don Sanders 
Patty Stephens 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 

 

Thursday, Aug 16 
   Third Thursday get together 
 
 Sunday, Aug 21 
   *Mission Sunday 
   *Third Sunday luncheon  
 
Sunday, Aug 28   
   Collection of Change cans for 
Christian Homes & Family 
Services 
    
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


