
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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Steadfast, Enduring 

By Mason Puckett 

Hunger and thirst are bad enough no mat-
ter who or where you are. But on top of 
that, Psalm 107 places a group of hungry 
and thirsty characters in the wilderness, in 
a desert waste. Dirt and dead grass as far 
as the eye can see. There is no town on the 
horizon, no refuge. One by one, these wea-
ry characters are fainting out of conscious-
ness. The body has no energy left, no more 
strength to carry on. What is there even to 
carry on toward? Psalm 107 even tells us a 
few other heartbreaking stories like this. 
Thirsty wanderers lost in a desert waste. 
Prisoners, slaves even, shackled with iron 
and forced into indentured servitude. Sick-
ness, almost to the point of death (while 
the desert wanderers want nothing more 
than some food and water, these sick ones 
can’t keep any food down to begin with). 
There are sailors, out on the mighty waters, 
confronted by the scariest storm they’ve 
ever encountered.  
   But these stories are more like scripts, to 
be reimagined and acted out in a thousand 
different theaters. The desert wanderers are 
of course the Israelites themselves, stuck in 
a desert waste for forty whole years, going 
hungry and thirsty. Played out in a differ-
ent theater by some different actors, these 
desert wanderers number something like 
5,000, who have followed Jesus a little 
further into the wilderness than they meant 
to. Or played out yet again, these wander-
ers are among us everywhere we go, lost in 
a desert of addiction, abuse, grief or anxie-
ty. Families and churches are filled with 
lost people. How many of us are lost in 
one kind of desert waste or another and 
anxiously waiting for rescue? 
   Then these wanderers make the right 
move at the right time. In all four scripts, 
they (frantically) pray. “Then they cried 
out to the LORD in their trouble,” the po-
em says. Maybe at first we want to push 
our way through the wilderness. But the 
story we find ourselves in really needs us 
to reach a point where we give up the idea 
that rescue lies within our own strength 
and resolve. And so the story makes its 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Arlan Montgomery 
 

296 We Have Come into His House 1-2 

153 Come, Let Us Worship and Bow Down 

922 Jesus Paid It All 1-3 
 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

744 God’s Family 1-3 

704 Bind Us Together  
 

Scripture Reading—Acts 2:14-21 
 

902 Nothing But the Blood 1-3 
 

Mason Puckett— 

Made by the Water, Made for the Table 
 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 
 

619 A New Creature 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ron Johnson 

 

definitive twist. “Then they cried out to the 
LORD in their trouble, and he delivered them 
from their distress.” Psalm 107 shows us a clear 
pattern: trouble, prayer, rescue. The gospel ac-
cording to Psalm 107 is that the rescue is real. 
There is one who hears the cries of those who 
are lost and hungry and in trouble. 
   The poem calls us into gratitude by pointing 
us to the “steadfast love” of God. We call it 
steadfast love because it’s a love that is often 
tested but never breaks. It is the steadfast love 
that “endures forever,” the poem says. His is a 
love that doesn’t shake when there’s a gust of 
wind. It’s a love that can’t be scared off or con-
vinced that we are a lost cause. The steadfast, 
enduring love of God is more than enough to 
bring wanderers out of the wilderness. How 
could we not praise and give thanks? 
   Like the wanderers of Psalm 107, we are be-
ing faithfully drawn into a glad dependance on 
the love of God. We know there is no life with-
out it, and we won’t bother imagining that there 
is. It doesn’t bother us to be dependent in this 
way, just the opposite. The constant reminders 
of our own smallness and limitations just bring 
that much more gratitude and praise out of us. 
Psalm 107 alternates constantly back and forth 
from “help” to “thank you.” Let’s pray like 
that. 

 



 
 
Reading Program 
This begins week 30.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Third Thursday Get Together 
August 18 will be the next 
Thursday get together.  It will be in 
the Fellowship hall at 6:30.  the 
Menu will be “brown beans and 
cornbread”.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the bulletin board, 
 
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 
an RV spot or cabin. 
 
June Mission Account 
Contributions $6,677; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton $900; 
Milton Munoz $800; Duane Morgan 
$500; Cherokee Home $300; 
Sunny Glen Home $300; GWAM-
water wells $705; Cody Marceau 
$200; EEM $300; Herald of Truth 
$500; Kings Crossing Prison 
Ministry $500; Lifeline Chaplaincy 
$500; World Bible School $500; 

  
 
Back to School Teacher 
Breakfast 
August 8th we will be providing 
breakfast for our teachers on 
their first day back.  If you would 
like to help, a sign up sheet is on 
the bulletin board in the foyer.  If 
you can’t bring something, but 
would like to participate you may 
give money to one of the Elders 
wives and they will purchase 
breakfast items.  Please make 
sure your items are in something 
that does not need to be returned 
and have them at the building by 
7:30 am on August 8th.  Thank 
you for letting God shine to our 
teachers and helping them start 
the new school year in a positive 
way. 
 
“Undie” Sunday 
The new school year is upon us. 
As we begin he year, there are a 
few things we can do to help.  
Sunday, August 7th will be “undie 
Sunday”!  As in the past, we will 
collect children’s underwear, 
sizes 4 to 14, both boys and girls.  
In the past, we have collected 
socks and Kleenex.  The school 
says they still have a good supply 
of both items from last year.  If 
you would like to bring any type 
of school supplies, we will have a 
tub to collect those items as well.  
As you are out, be thinking about 
these items and lets make sure 
the children are taken care of 
throughout the year. 

Youth and Family Cont. August 7, 2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Jerry Don Sanders 
Patty Stephens 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Aug 7  
   *First Sunday luncheon 
  
Sunday, Aug 21 
   *Mission Sunday 
   *Third Sunday luncheon   
 
Sunday, Aug 28 
   Collection of change cans for 
Christian Homes & Family 
Services     
 
Thursday, Aug 16 
   Third Thursday get together 
 
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


