
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 
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It’s Just Who He Is 

By Mason Puckett 

Something incredible is happening in 
Psalm 85. First, the poet speaks with a 
bluntness that makes our expectations of 
God perfectly clear. In response to God's 
anger the poet says to God, without hesita-
tion or embarrassment, that it's time for 
God's anger to subside and for joy and for-
giveness to take its place. Second, Psalm 
85 paints for us a portrait of a God who is 
not only willing to forgive, but eager to 
forgive! This God is so far bent toward joy 
and forgiveness that his anger evaporating 
is a sure bet. God's desire to forgive is so 
dependable that the poet feels all the free-
dom in the world to prod God toward go-
ing ahead and getting past the anger and to 
the forgiveness.  
   Psalm 85 has something to say about 
God's anger in the first place because the 
Psalmist speaks on behalf of all of Israel in 
the midst of national grief. We get no spe-
cifics, but it is clear that all of Israel is 
mourning their failure to be faithful to their 
covenant and covenant partner. They've 
messed up and God is justifiably upset.  
   So Psalm 85 does what so many psalms 
do - tell stories; resort to memory. "LORD, 
you were favorable to your land. You for-
gave the iniquity of your people. You 
withdrew all your wrath." (85:1-3) God 
has a proven track record of forgiving and 
renewing his people. With a history like 
this, the poem now overflows into prayer. 
"Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
and put away your indignation toward us. 
Will you be angry with us forever? Will 
you not revive us again, so that your peo-
ple may rejoice in you? Show us your 
steadfast love, O LORD, and grant us your 
salvation." (85:4-7) Surely we don't have 
to pretend that God will be angry forever, 
do we? We and God both know that's not 
who he is. There will be renewal and joy, 
love and salvation; we have no doubt.  
   Now the poem comes screeching to a 
halt. "Let me hear what God the LORD 
will speak." (85:8) We've made our case 
by now. We've retold the history. We've 
unleashed our desperate prayer. Now it's 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Steve Kaufman 
 

959 Just a Little Talk with Jesus 1-3 

843 God Give Us Christian Homes 1-4 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Wayne Price 

361 Nailed to the Cross 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

139 In Heavenly Love Abiding 1-3 

123 The Steadfast Love of the Lord 
 

Mason Puckett—Psalm 107 
 

947 Jesus Is Tenderly Calling 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Ronnie Brooks 

 

time to listen. "Let me hear what God the 
LORD will speak, for he will speak peace to 
his people, for those who turn to him in their 
hearts." It's kind of obvious, isn't it? When we 
stop talking and make every attempt to listen, 
when we lower ourselves into a posture of si-
lence, the first thing to find us is peace. And 
from within this peace comes the assurance of 
new things. "Steadfast love and faithfulness 
will meet. Righteousness and peace will kiss 
each other. Faithfulness will spring up from the 
ground, and righteousness will look down from 
the sky. The LORD will give what is good, and 
our land will yield its increase." (85:10-12) The 
love, faithfulness, righteousness and peace of 
God will all collide together in the most affec-
tionate, even romantic way (God is often de-
scribed in scripture as a husband). Every bit of 
restoration the Psalmist is asking for is on its 
way, and then some. 
   It is in God's nature to forgive and renew and 
bless with joy and peace. It's just who he is. So 
we ask. We cry out. We pray. We knock at the 
door, because when we ask and ask and ask (as 
bluntly as our hearts feel the need to), it's simp-
ly not in God's character to say no. Renewal 
and joy and peace are things we pursue with 
tenacity, with great faith and boldness, because 
a God this far bent toward joy and forgiveness 
has given us no reason to doubt that it will hap-
pen. 

 



 
 
Reading Program 
This begins week 29.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Third Thursday Get Together 
August 18 will be the next 
Thursday get together.  It will be in 
the Fellowship hall at 6:30. 
 
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 
an RV spot or cabin. 
 
July Mission Account 
Contributions $5,827; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton $900; 
Milton Munoz $800; Duane Morgan 
$500; Cherokee Home $300; 
Sunny Glen Home $300; GWAM-
water wells $705; Cody Marceau 
$200; EEM $300; Lifeline 
Chaplaincy $500; Burnet Cnty 
Child Welfare Board $300; India 
Missions $300; In search of the 
Lord’s Way $300; Church of Christ 
Disaster Relief $300; balance 
$3,197. 

  
 
Back to School Teacher 
Breakfast 
August 8th we will be providing 
breakfast for our teachers on 
their first day back.  If you  would 
like to help, a sign up sheet is on 
the bulletin board in the foyer.  If 
you can’t bring something, but 
would like to participate, you may 
give money to one of the  
Elders  
Wives and they will purchase 
breakfast items.  Please make 
sure your items are in something 
that does not need to be returned 
and at the building by 7:30 am on 
August 8th.  Thank you for letting 
God shine to our teachers and 
helping them start the new school 
year in a positive way. 
 
“Undie Sunday” 
The new school year is upon us. 
As we begin the year , there are 
a few things we can do to help.  
Sunday, August 8th will be “undie 
Sunday”!  As in the past, we will 
collect children’s underwear, 
sizes 4 to 14, both boys and girls.  
In the past, we have collected 
socks and Kleenex,  The school 
says they still have a good supply 
of both items from last year.  If 
you would like to bring any type 
of school supplies, we will have a 
tub to collect those items as well.  
As you are out, be thinking about 
these items and let’s make sure 
the children are taken care of 
throughout the year.  
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Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
Ola Fay Pilgrim 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Jerry Don Sanders 
Patty Stephens 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Sharon Davidson Hall 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Aug 7  
   *First Sunday luncheon 
  
Sunday, Aug 21 
   *Mission Sunday 
   *Third Sunday luncheon    
    
Thursday, Aug 16 
   Third Thursday get together 
 
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 


