
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 

 July 24th, 2022 

Bertram Church of Christ 

 

 

The Judge 

By Mason Puckett 

Psalm 82 brings us into a courtroom. We 
get to witness a trial. The judge is none oth-
er than God himself. Something about a 
courtroom drama resonates with us on a 
deep level; it's why so many movies and 
television shows are made about it. It's 
deeply meaningful to us to see justice 
fought for and enacted. We want to see the 
innocent vindicated and the guilty appropri-
ately punished. Psalm 82 knows this about 
us. So it begins, "God has taken his place in 
the divine council; in the midst of the gods 
he holds judgment." (Psalm 82:1) We, 
church, are not on trial here; we are eager 
spectators. It is the "gods" who are on trial. 
Yes, we know there is only one true God. 
"An idol is nothing at all." (1 Corinthians 
8:4) But the ancient Israelites lived in a 
world saturated in polytheism, paganism 
and idol worship. Monotheism only dawned 
on the Israelites slowly. So Psalm 82 envi-
sions the gods of pagan nations coming be-
fore the God of Israel, and indeed of the 
whole world, as defendants to be judged.  
   And the judgment isn't pretty. The prose-
cution asks, "How long will you judge un-
justly and show partiality to the wicked? 
Give justice to the weak and to the orphan!" 
To be worthy of god status is to place one-
self on the side of the weak, the oppressed, 
the cripplingly disadvantaged. And yet 
these "gods," these spiritual forces at work 
in the world always seem to find them-
selves on the side of ones like Pharaoh, 
Herod, and the like.  
   Now a verdict is declared: These gods 
"have neither knowledge nor understand-
ing, they walk around in darkness; all the 
foundations of the earth are shaken." (82:5) 
Thus they are not worthy of god status after 
all. They have failed to be what they are 
meant to be. Instead of creating justice, 
they create its opposite. They have failed to 
the extent that the earth itself is shaken, 
unsteady with overflowing injustice and 
violence and poverty.  
   And so a sentence is handed down. "I say, 
'you are gods, children of the Most High, 
all of you; nevertheless you shall die like 
mortals, and fall like any prince.'" (82:6-7) 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Levi Montgomery 
 

226 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing 1-3 

147 I Stand Amazed 1-4 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Boyd Edwards 

315 When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 1-4 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

429 Oh, to Be Like Thee 1-3 

611 Heavenly Sunlight 1-3 
 

Scripture Reading—Psalm 27:4-8 
 

2 We Praise Thee, O God 1-5 
 

Mason Puckett—Psalm 85 
 

948 I Am Resolved 1,2,4 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

Their negligence and love of chaos and injustice 
will result in their judgment and downfall. They 
will experience death just like anyone else, and 
we're not sad to see them go.  
   While "gods" may not be our usual way of 
perceiving spiritual reality, we do affirm that 
there are spiritual forces at work in the world 
that do great harm. The Gospel of Mark calls 
them "unclean spirits." Paul often calls them 
"rulers and authorities" or "powers and princi-
palities." And what good news that these spiritu-
al forces meet exactly the fate that Psalm 82 
hands down to them. When Jesus meets an un-
clean spirit, he casts it out. And Paul proclaims 
that Jesus, "having disarmed the powers and au-
thorities, he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross." (Colossians 
2:15) 
   The gods have been judged, disarmed, and 
overthrown. Amen. So Psalm 82 closes by giv-
ing us a prayer to reflect just how eager we are 
to be in the courtroom and see his righteous 
judgment. "Rise up, O God, and judge the earth, 
for all the nations belong to you!" 

 



 
 
Reading Program 
This begins week 28.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Third Thursday Get Together 
August 18 will be the next 
Thursday get together.  It will be in 
the Fellowship hall at 6:30. 
 
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 
an RV spot or cabin. 
 
June Mission Account 
Contributions $6,677; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton $900; 
Milton Munoz $800; Duane Morgan 
$500; Cherokee Home $300; 
Sunny Glen Home $300; GWAM-
water wells $705; Cody Marceau 
$200; EEM $300; Herald of Truth 
$500; Kings Crossing Prison 
Ministry $500; Lifeline Chaplaincy 
$500; World Bible School $500; 
Camp Hensel $400; Int’l Bible 
Teaching Ministry $300; balance 
$3,240. 

  
 
 

Youth and Family Cont. July 24, 2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie & Rick Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jill Kaufman 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
JD & Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Jerry Don Sanders 
Patty Stephens 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Sharon Davidson Hall 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
Ricky Reeves 

 

 
 
Sunday, Aug 7  
   *First Sunday luncheon 
 
Thursday, Aug 16 
   Third Thursday get together 
 
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 

Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 

 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy; 

  Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

 

Youth and Family News 
    


