
Sunday 
Bible Classes ···· 9:30 a.m. 
A.M. Worship ··· 10:30 a.m. 
 
 

Wednesday 
Worship ············ 7:00 p.m. 
 
 

Our Elders 
Ronnie Brooks 

Don Collins 
Ron Johnson 

Arlan Montgomery 
Allen Naff 

 
 

Our Deacons 
Bryan Castleberry 

Boyd Edwards 
Mike Oldaker 
Wayne Price 

Johnny Stephens 
 
 

Preaching Minister 
Mason Puckett 
512-277-0015 

mep06e@acu.edu 
 
 

Attended Nursery 
A nursery for young 
children (birth to 3 
years) is available 
during the morning 

worship   
 

 
Bulletin Contacts 

Place your announcements 
in the bulletin box in the old 
kitchen at the front of the 

auditorium by Thursday or 
call Sue Jeffcoat at  

737.299.4095 daytime or 
email: 

sue_jeffcoat@yahoo.com 
 
 

Hearing Devices are available. Ask 
for assistance in the Media Room.  

535 N. West St (corner of West and Elm)  PO Box 494  Bertram, TX 78605  512-355-2322 

 July 17th, 2022 

Bertram Church of Christ 

 

 

I Will Give Thanks 

By Mason Puckett 

Psalm 30 takes us on a roller coaster of joy, 
praise, hubris, panic, prayer and gratitude 
all in the span of just twelve verses. It be-
gins at the end, letting us know that every-
thing has turned out for the better. God has 
come through for the Psalmist, providing 
healing and restoration. "O LORD my God, 
I cried to you for help and you have healed 
me." (30:2) And this personal testimony 
overflows into a public call to worship. 
"Sing praises to the LORD, O you his faith-
ful ones, and give thanks to his holy name. 
For his anger is but for a moment; his favor 
is for a lifetime. Weeping may linger for 
the night, but joy comes with the morning." 
Praise and thanksgiving must pour out of us 
as the natural response to God's over-
whelming desire to bless and heal and give 
good things. Is God ever angry? Sure. 
(We'd expect nothing less from a just God 
who must confront injustice.) But scripture 
testifies again and again that God is slow to 
anger and quick to get over that same an-
ger. The endurance of God's favor and de-
sire to bless is the experience that lasts a 
full lifetime. How could we not praise and 
thank him? 
   Now Psalm 30 returns to personal testi-
mony. "As for me, I said in my prosperity, 
'I shall never be moved.'" (30:6) This is 
where the story begins, in a state of equilib-
rium. The problem, the inciting incident, is 
about to happen, and quite abruptly. "By 
your favor, O LORD, you had established 
me as a strong mountain; you hid your face; 
I was dismayed." Everything is right and 
suddenly nothing is right. There is no tran-
sition, no warning, just God's sudden disap-
pearance. Panic ensues, terror that erupts in 
prayer. Of course this is the appropriate 
response, although the Psalmist's prayer 
isn't exactly what we would call humble. 
"What profit is there if I go down to the 
Pit? Will the dust praise you? Will it tell of 
your faithfulness?" This is a prayer of nego-
tiation. If God is deserving of praise (as this 
psalm has already enthusiastically af-
firmed), then it must be in God's best inter-
est to preserve the life of the Psalmist so the 
praise may continue. The dust of the ground 

 Order of Worship 
Call to Worship 

Worship Leader—Allen Naff 
 

718 We Shall Assemble 

578 We Will Glorify 1-4 

176 Lamb of God 1-2 
 

The Lord’s Supper 
Table Talk—Ronnie Brooks 

327 All Because of God’s Amazing Grace 1-3 

Prayer for the Bread & Cup 

Prayer for the Offering 
 

550 I Walk with the King 1-3 

 

162 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 1-4 
 

Mason Puckett—Psalms 82 & 52 
 

940 Only a Step 1-3 
 

Shepherd’s Prayer—Arlan Montgomery 

 

isn't exactly opening up the hymnal to sing, is 
it?  
   Even as peculiar as this prayer is, it works. 
"You have turned my morning into dancing. 
You have taken off my sackcloth and clothed 
me with joy, so that my soul may praise you and 
not be silent." What are we to think when pray-
ers go unanswered? It's hard to say; it's not a 
question Psalm 30 is prodding us to ask. Psalm 
30 is solely concerned with praising the God 
who does answer prayers, who allows weeping 
to last no longer than the night, bringing joy 
with the sunrise. For Psalm 30, joy is found not 
in autonomy, but in utter dependance. Psalm 30 
celebrates how small and dependent on God we 
are. Joy is found when we abandon ourselves to 
his mercy.  
   There is a correct response to the saving, heal-
ing love of God, and that correct response is 
"Thank you," although not merely a polite 
thanks or one spoken out of obligation. The 
"Thank you" with which we answer the saving, 
healing love of God is one that sings and dances 
and shouts. God's desire to heal and bless ought 
to turn us into squirmy children who can't sit 
still, who have too much energy and excitement 
for our bodies to contain and so must run and 
jump and make noise. That's what gratitude is 
trying to make of us, people who make the final 
line of Psalm 30 our constant prayer: "O LORD 
my God, I will give thanks to you forever."  

 



Reading Program 
This begins week 28.  Schedules 
are on the table in the back. 
 
Third Thursday Get Together 
July 21 will be the next Thursday 
get together.  It will be in the 
Fellowship hall at 6:30 and the 
menu will be “breakfast  for 
supper”. 
 
Church Fall Campout 
The church Fall campout will be 
October 21-23 at Black Rock Park.  
Come for the week if you can.  
Make your reservations now to get 
an RV spot or cabin. 
 
June Mission Account 
Contributions $6,677; Lifeline of 
Hope $145; Harry Hamilton $900; 
Milton Munoz $800; Duane Morgan 
$500; Cherokee Home $300; 
Sunny Glen Home $300; GWAM-
water wells $705; Cody Marceau 
$200; EEM $300; Herald of Truth 
$500; Kings Crossing Prison 
Ministry $500; Lifeline Chaplaincy 
$500; World Bible School $500; 
Camp Hensel $400; Int’l Bible 
Teaching Ministry $300; balance 
$3,240. 

 
 

Congratulations! 
Proud parents Brian and Jasnime 
Jamar  welcomed Solomon Luke 
Jamar into this world Friday, July 
8 at 6:38 pm.  Solomon weighed 
in at 7 pounds 8 ounces and was 
20 inches long.  Proud grand 
parents are Guy and Ruth Ann 
Nelson.  
 
Celebration 
Many of you may not know but 
Glen Hopkins recently married 
and is retiring the middle of Jul.  
He and his wife, Cassie, will be 
living  in Tyler.  We would like to 
help them celebrate this exciting 
time in their lives with a :Gift 
Card” shower.  We will have a 
box available for cards and well 
wishes in the foyer until Sunday, 
July 17. 
 

Youth and Family Cont. July 17, 2022 Mark Your Calendar 

 
Prayer List   

   

 
Shawna Chance 
Billie Collins 
J D & Wanda Collins 
Jimmie & Rick Goodwin 
Joanne Hunt 
Shirley Janota 
Larry Jeffcoat 
Jill Kaufman 
Jerry Newton 
Mike, Cindy & Monica Oldaker 
Carolyn Peterka 
Ruth Pruitt 
Drusilla Rogers 
Lisa Ayres 
Larry Bryant & family 
Joyce Edwards (Boyd’s mother) 
Sharon Davidson Hall 
Bryan Jeffcoat 
Mac and Marie Munn 
 

 

 
 
Sunday, July 17  
   *Mission Sunday 
   *Third  Sunday luncheon 
 
Thursday, July 21 
   Third Thursday get together 
 
October 21-23 
   Church Fall campout 
  

Please Pray for those  
In our Military 

 
Army: 

 Branden Myers 

 Andy Bratton 

 Bradyn McPherson 

 Andrew Ray (Robert & Jana Ray) 

 

Marines: 

 Cody Jowers 

 Danny Ireland 

 Brody Reynolds 

 Tyler Baladez 

 

Navy: 

  Adrian Belcher 

 Caden Farrell 

 

Gilbert Flores—Afghanistan 

Bryce Gunton—Afghanistan 

Scott Weeks (Stephens’ son-in-law)— 

   Las Vagas, NV 

    

 

Youth and Family News 


