
"Giving a Soul to Globalization" – The Fez Colloquium and Dialogue about the Challenges
of Globalization

In June, 2002, a remarkable event took place in Fez, Morocco, a Colloquium that aimed to 
help bridge wide gulfs in views about the state of the world and the direction it is taking. The 
Colloquium brought together, very deliberately, sharply contrasting ideas and voices about global 
developments, with a view to identifying common ground and working to address real differences 
in realities as well as dreams. The Fez Colloquium has become an integral part of the annual Fez 
Global Festival of Sacred Music. It represents a visionary and ambitious effort to establish a 
continuing dialogue through a meeting characterized by a deeper and more probing exchange of 
opposing visions than is generally possible in the two remarkable and better known global events, 
the Davos World Economic Forum and the World Social Forum at Porto Alegre. A part of the 
vision is to serve as a "bridge", but, more important, it aims at real dialogue and a search for better 
ideals, better ideals, and clearer and more positive visions for the future.
Background

The Fez Festival of Global Sacred Music, which marked its eighth year in 2002, is a well-
established and much admired event, drawing substantial and diverse audiences from around the 
world. The music program is a feast of very different traditions, including in 2002 Barbara 
Hendricks, Kudsi Erguner, the Kabul Ensemble, Aruna, Dimi Mint Abba, and Francoise Atlan.

For some years the Festival has included lectures, film presentations etc., but in 2001 a 
parallel Colloquium was added, entitled "Giving Soul to Globalization". The inspiration came 
largely from Faouzi Skali, Director of the Fez Festival for many years, anthropologist and scholar 
of Sufism, and one of UNESCO's "Unsung Heroes of Dialogue". The inaugural 2001 event, 
entitled "Giving Soul to Globalization", brought together a remarkable group of very diverse 
participants, ranging from Thierry de Montbrial and Dominique Strauss-Kahn, leading French 
thinkers and political figures, to Pere Houtart and Luis Lopez-Llera, well-known and pointed 
critics of globalization. The Colloquium was designed to launch a process of dialogue. It was 
successful in that it brought together these widely different voices, but despite valiant efforts, the 
dynamic itself involved much more speaking across divides, than engaged dialogue. The Fez 
Colloquium also has yet to establish sustainable financing, which added an element of 
improvisation. The ambition, though, was clearly defined: to establish a new international forum 
for dialogue, inspired by the spirit of the music festival and its remarkable multi-cultural 
character. An ongoing a "Club de Fez" was mooted and discussed as a permanent expression of 
the dialogue.
The 2002 Colloquium

The Colloquium had as its 2002 theme "Giving Soul to Globalization: Paths to Wisdom". 
It essentially took place at three levels. First was a group of international participants/speakers, 
some 30, selected on a personal (not institutional) basis, and representing (very deliberately) 
widely differing views. Second was the audience of the Colloquium, who subscribed to it; the 250 
or so people were remarkably devoted, and most stayed through the five days. Third was a set of 
links to Fez and Morocco, with a number of Moroccan participants and efforts to link the event to 
a parallel donor conference on the revival of Fez city. The participant group was remarkable, and, 
despite some defections and substitutions, indeed reflected the range of views sought. Set in 
Morocco, it was and is probable that the tone will be European/Mediterranean, but there were 
other voices also. The audience participants were dominated by Moroccans and French, with 
other nationalities also, most drawn to Fez by the music festival and a number of
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now veterans of two colloquia. This was a group inclined initially to jeer when the World Bank 
was mentioned, and one where the messages about poverty were particularly difficult to convey. 
It is thus rather remarkable that the feedback from them was highly positive. The Moroccan 
participation was active, though the potential for engaging students and others from the 
community has barely been scratched.

The Colloquium's format and venue accounted for a good part of its success. Rather than a 
sterile hotel conference room, the Colloquium was set in a restored house in the Fez Medina, in the 
courtyard, with mosaics in background, and palm trees with birds singing in the foreground, under 
large parasols. The Colloquium met each morning for five days, from 9 to 1 o'clock, with a mix of 
presentations, round tables, and some audience engagement, usually at the end of each day.

Two unusual if not unique features marked the event. Most days began with musical 
presentations or dance. Also, the tradition that participants introduced themselves in part through 
a symbolic object, begun in 2001, was continued. This gave to the proceedings a visual and sensual 
context that is rare at international meetings. Symbols included a blue orange, based on Paul 
Eluard's poem about the beauty and fragility of planet earth, a painting of Buddhist contemplation 
by Setsuko Klossawaska de Rola, a lamp and a Jewish candelabra (signifying light and the ability 
of fire to transmit itself without loss to the original), a remarkable stone welded from different rock 
elements from Patmos, Greece, a plastic glass of water, and Tibetan incense. Jean-Louis Sarbib (
Vice President in the World Bank) presented contrasting images illustrating the dynamism of 
globalization: an antique inkwell and a computer mouse. My symbol was a canvas portraying sad 
and gray images of globalization on one side, color and rich diversity on the other: both are real, 
both are true, and they are part of the same fundamental reality.

The five days of the Colloquium had daily themes but in practice ranged among topics 
around globalization, including, inter alia, environment, trade, poverty, conflict, and governance. 
The theme of spirituality and role of art were also woven through the discussion, which added 
emphasis to the treatment of responsibility and the challenge to true dialogue. The term 
globalization itself caused considerable discomfort and there was a healthy questioning of what 
was really meant by its use and explorations of various alternative designations of the 
phenomenon.

Very briefly, some continuing themes (in a richly colored event, tough to distill):

■ Sharply contrasting images and views of globalization, the predatory "vulture" theme of 
the 2001 Colloquium, versus a positivist spirit of progress, opportunity, diversity, 
including the arts as exemplified in the Fez Festival.

■ Interconnectedness and change: vital forces as the foundation for action and dialogue.
■ Focus on common norms, ethical foundations, whether the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights or norms at local, community level that have stood the test of time
■ Civil society role versus importance of democratic voice and accountability; reconciling 

the base and elite governance and action
■ Poverty: messages about misery and suffering were clouded; education cited as a 

powerful good but with questions on direction and content
■ Social responsibility: passion for action to help people is part of every spiritual tradition
■ Focus on women and children as an essential part of building what was termed a "real 

peace"; women's voices must be heard and counted in decisions on policy and action.
■ Dialogue: focus on what it really means and how to achieve more communication and 

engagement on key ideas.
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* Interfaith efforts are growing and taking on new and demanding importance. 

Day by Day Narrative

Day 1 (June 1) began with formal introductions by Mohamed Kabbaj and Faouzi Skali, 
and a message from Setsuko Klossawaska de Rola, on behalf of the Director General of UNESCO (
she is widow of Balthus, the painter). The centerpiece was two sharply contrasting presentations by 
Sulak Sivaraksa (engaged Buddhist from Thailand) and Mike Moore (World Trade Organization - 
WTO). Sulak questioned the vision of "extreme modernism", including its focus on materialism: 
the Cartesian "I think therefore I am" is transposed today as "I shop, therefore I am". His challenge 
was to consider real alternatives to the classic development image. Mike Moore's approach began 
from his labor relations background, touched on the World War II origins of the international 
institutional system and its noble ideals, then went on to a robust defense of the WTO agenda and 
overall human progress, He saw much hope in civil society questioning of global leadership, and in 
youth protests, but stuck with his view that despite rising inequalities the base had been lifted and a 
middle class is essential to his vision of the future. Technology is a liberator for humankind.

Other speakers were Faouzi Skali and I (essentially in our moderator roles), and Othmane 
Benjelloun, Moroccan business leader, who put the challenge squarely of a better, more human 
globalization, respectful of diversity and rooted in cultural and physical history. He called for a 
strong commitment to social responsibility inspired by these cultural roots. Jacques Lacarriere, 
French writer, called into question the notion of competition and competitiveness as a basis for 
action, positing complementarity as the goal. Finally, Hassan Zaoual, Moroccan scholar, also 
highlighted the need for a richer global ethic, an "intelligent capitalism". The day ended with a 
quite robust (and quite unresolved) set of exchanges focused between Mike Moore and Sulak. 
What was most stark were the widely diverging views of globalization - its character, direction, 
morality, and impact. A unifying theme, though, was the common call to anchor the future in the 
cultural past and to make respect for diversity much more a reality.

Day 2 changed tone and closed with a greater sense that harmony was at least possible. 
Trinh Xuan Thuan, astrophysicist and Buddhist, stressed two themes from both science and 
religion: interconnectedness/interdependence, and impermanence. These two themes stayed with 
the Colloquium throughout, and his presentation was remarkable in linking the themes to his 
scientific work and to his faith. The conclusion was a call to universal responsibility. Olara Otunnu, 
UN Under-secretary, spoke for a better global future and collective responsibility for it. He too 
stressed interdependence, and asked: since we are together now, inescapably, are we just "sharing 
space", like passengers in a bus, or are we part of a durable family and community with 
responsibility for each other? He talked of the dangers of political alienation, and growing 
divides within as well as between countries. He underscored that today we must look to religions as 
major partners in the global arena. Olara urged a path that took account both of the noble 
international norms reflected in the Declaration of Human Rights, but also the important local 
norms that from time immemorial have guided human interactions at local level. And he called for 
special attention and efforts to children, and to women.

Colin Moynihan (UK House of Lords, businessman) stepped in unforewarned, when 
several speakers (including Barbara Hendricks and Jack Lang) could not be there. He rebelled 
against a notion presented by several preceding speakers which posited that poor people were 
happier than those better off. Poverty is misery and unfair, he argued. His call was for much 
more focus at national and international levels to political accountability: it is vital to look to 
ideals and work with the emerging and dynamic civil society, but still more important is a true
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democratic process that looks to people served, all the more important in light of today's 
democratic crisis. He closed with reflections on the speed of change in today's world and the 
degree to which the velocity of change is the enemy of reflection and careful action.

Pierre Barrat, French journalist, spoke about the fragile efforts to build bridges between 
civil society and international institutions (notably the World Bank), where he had played an 
intermediary role. His message was about the fragility and importance of these efforts, and the 
need to stick to them and seek new approaches and new capacity to listen and engage. There is 
movement in institutions (including specifically the World Bank), but still a colossal gap.

A concluding round table discussion focused on potential harmony, with Sulak calling for 
participants to emerge from set positions of globalization versus something else, NGO versus 
government, north versus south. He saw much hope in the World Bank's engagement with the 
World Faiths Development Dialogue and called for much more engagement with faith 
communities. Some other new ideas: Kudsi Erguner (artist, Turkey) introduced another resonant 
theme: building a lasting peace; he also gave a reminder of how cultures do and must change and 
evolve. A static image when dealing with cultures is dangerous. Pierre Barrat stressed the vital role 
of the media in presenting images and in breeding or combating cynicism. Building bridges is 
what is important.

There was a jarring but important exchange at the end, highlighting the particular 
difficulty of communicating about poverty in this setting: a participant stated forcefully, to much 
acclaim from other spectators, that poverty is positive, not bad, that we are all poor in spirit. 
There were several positive voices urging more attention to women's voices.

Day 3 also was launched with sharply contrasting presentations, this time Christian Pierret 
(former Socialist Minister in France) and Pierre Rabhi. Pierret's picture of globalization was 
overwhelmingly positive, with main reservations the dangers of a monoculture (US hegemony) 
and a call for a Mediterranean counter-weight. He presented a series of concrete and itemized 
proposals: (a) new ethical governance for a "societe de savoir faire", (b) acceptance of permanent 
innovation; (c) combat the "forced march" towards a single homogenized culture; (d) tolerant 
recognition of diversity, built on clear acceptance of a lay state; (e) change global power balance, 
beginning with Europe and Mediterranean civilizations; (f) Priority of priority: 
education, education, education, especially for girls.

Pierre Rabhi opened by stating his total and fundamental disagreement with Pierret's vision 
for a new world. Rabhi is a very powerful speaker who lives his message (he has a small farm with 
his family and produces all they consume) and he received the most applause of any participant. 
His call, distilled to its essence, is for a much simpler and fairer world, based on local production. 
He employed a powerful image: five people before five apples, and the first takes four (global 
inequality). His focus was on the fragility of the planet and its environment, and on a message of 
social justice. Another image: education should be for interdependence, not competitiveness, like 
the five fingers of the hand working together.

Pierret and Rabhi had a brief exchange before Pierret had to run to catch a plane: Pierret 
expressed his deep concern at the widely differing pictures: how can we be that far apart, he 
asked, despite good faith and many common values? We must, he said, make efforts to meet, 
which will call for change by both. A continuing exchange is vitally needed, he said, and Rabhi 
agreed,
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Again, a day of great contrasts. The two other speakers were Shams Nadir, poet, who 
focused on the fragility of the planet also, taking off from the symbol of the blue orange. He talked 
of the contrasting views of globalization, but called them a Janus image: two faces of the same 
phenomenon, not different pictures. His was a message of hope, in the attention of international 
meetings to environmental issues, in the development of ecological thinking, and in the injection 
of concepts of spirituality into global debates. Jerry Dunson, native American, spoke about the 
need for balance: head and heart, and respect for the earth, also for generations past and present.

The final panel was dominated by a passionate Moroccan activist working with single 
mothers, Aicha Ech-Channa. Her enthusiasm had no bounds, and she allowed no other voices, but 
her messages came through and touched many there. Canon Richard Marsh (WFDD) spoke briefly 
on the importance of dialogue among faith traditions as well as within them, and the special 
challenge to dialogue in today's world. Faiths, wherever their own challenges, do offer special 
gifts where fighting poverty is concerned, because of their intimate engagement with poor 
communities, now as well as over history.

Now to Day 4. Professor Adbul Said (American University) began with a speech calling 
for action, the urgency of social responsibility: "awaken, my beloved, do not sleep": this ancient 
and poetic call, to lovers, for him applies to the demands for social action in our world today His 
reminder: we see the world not as it is but as we are; new ideas are needed, new paradigms, an
"Imagination Liberation Movement". Some proposals: move from religions to a spiritual 
perspective; look to new paradigms for globalization, based on notions of mutual responsibility; 
look to the voice of human dignity, looking to the best from west and east; redefine peace from its 
rather negative connotation now (absence of conflict) to a more positive, building notion; look to 
more effective global systems of checks and balances; focus on global leadership.

Marc de Smedt and Jean-Claude Petit spoke as publishers and journalists, both grappling 
with the balance between a lay foundation for policy and action and the need for more focus on 
spirituality and links with religions. Petit came back to a central challenge often cited for the 
Colloquium: we have changed our world but we have not changed the world. His call: people 
should have the chance to fulfill their potential and ideals. He focused also on the potential for a 
continuing dialogue through a "Club de Fez" and its importance. Sabah Chraibi, Professor and 
Moroccan activist for women, spoke strongly for the important role and messages of the 
colloquium and vital need to continue. Her message was for engaged social action and more effort 
to cross divides in understanding through dialogue. Finally, three brief presentations by Rev. Jim 
Morton, arguing that spirituality and social activism are totally inseparable and a reminder of 
social heroes over the years with their spiritual fire and drive; Andre Porto, Viva Rio (Brazil) and 
United Religions Initiative, urging bridges between social activism and spirituality, to avert the 
risks of technocratic NGOs and distanced, even "spacey" spiritual organizations; and Emile Moati 
(France and Israel), with a message of hope and examples of linkage among the ideas and peoples 
"of the Book". There were powerful messages throughout about the importance of interfaith 
engagement, based on respect for differences and creative search for common purpose.

Day 5 (June 5) began again (after a brief discussion postponed from the prior day) with 
contrasting presentations and views: Arnaud Desjardins, filmmaker, (calling for the "peace that 
passes all understanding"), Lochen Tulku, Indian Minister for Minorities, Tibetan Buddhist, 
colleague of the Dalai Lama, with a message about peace and tolerance, and Jean-Louis Sarbib. 
Tulku introduced another enduring idea: that we should search for formulas that allow one plus 
one to equal 3, enriching the experience of mankind through its diversity. He focused on the
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significance of wisdom and dwelt on the distinctions between spirituality and religion. Sulak 
intervened after this, again with a message of great hope about the Colloquium and other global 
developments (including, he cited, the E-Parliament). He pointed to the coming anniversary of 
the Bandung conference of 1955 as an important future milestone.

Bernard Ginistry, Treasurer of ATTAC, was on the program but could not participate 
because of illness, but had a videotaped message. Because of time constraints the tape was not 
shown his message, a powerful one, was heard. His questions turn on the role and philosophy of 
the World Bank, current approaches on debt, and the role and underlying philosophy of money 
and commerce, with links to issues of global inequality: money can be seen as a cancer not the 
tool it was originally designed to be.

Jean-Louis Sarbib gave a splendid speech, beginning with personal reflections on 
changes he has lived in his world, and how what he believes has changed as a product of what he 
has seen and experienced. His passion to build a better world came through, with a call (one of the 
most difficult messages in this audience) to seek the views of communities in poverty as solutions 
are sought. He spoke of the World Bank as part of an institutional framework built on a passion to 
seek a better and more just world. He warned against utopian visions of poor villages and 
communities, underscoring the suffering caused by disease, childhood death, the search for water, 
and lack of a decent job. Development can be a yeast, encouraging progress and 
expanding possibilities, but time is pressing: Pierre Rabhi's image of five people with five apples 
will mutate to eight people in a near future, so the issue comes back to growth and the need to 
create more resources to distribute. But Jean-Louis recognized the dangers and threats of unequal 
globalization and environmental dangers, calling for action towards a more human face to 
globalization. Everyone has a right to a decent life, and the place where a child is born should not 
determine his or her future. We must work with roots, considering the past and cultural differences 
and foundations, but also with wings, as we look to a better and more just future. The World Bank, 
he underscored, is keenly interested in the passage mentioned by many, between the ambiance and 
aura of Davos and the very different view from Porto Alegre. Perhaps Fez and its continuing Club 
can serve that role.

The final brief roundtable included Rachid Benmokhtar, from Morocco, whose image 
was a white dove, and who spoke of dynamic complexity and called into question the need for and 
feasibility of continuing growth. A better future, though, is in sight. Rafael Souchier, of the 
European Cultures Network, focused on the role that the Colloquium might play seen six months 
from now, a call to continuity (since he was involved in organizing the first Colloquium). Rev. Jim 
Morton gave 12 messages for interfaith action: these included the need to recognize the basic 
duality in globalization, to focus more on the planet and its basic unity and fragility, also to see the 
planet as a small part of the cosmos, to return to the real meaning of religion, which is to bind 
together, not divide, to recognize and rejoice in different faiths as different path to a common 
goal, to savor differences in preference as a basis for life, to banish concepts of exclusivity, not 
either/or, but both. Today religions do foster conflicts and there are no hiding places, so this must 
be dealt with. Coexistence is non-negotiable. Interfaith work and institutions needs clear 
recognition as a special and vital field for study and action.

Katherine Marshall, June 2002. These were informal notes prepared immediately following the 
2002 Colloquium. Katherine Marshall was co-moderator of the event. She is Director and 
Counsellor to the President of the World Bank, responsible for the Development Dialogue on 
Values and Ethics.
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