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Parliament of the World’s Religions

Introduction

We find ourselves at a moment when people everywhere are coming
to recognize that the world is a global village. The perils and prom-
ises of this new reality bring to mind several ancient understand-
ings: that human beings are interdependent and responsible for the
care of the Earth; that we are each worthy of a meaningful life and
obliged to help the human community toward a life of peace and
dignity; that the choices shaping a just, peaceful, and sustainable
future are choices we must make together. Unique to this moment
is the possibility of a new level of creative engagement between the
institutions of religion and spirituality and the other powerful institu-
tions that influence the character and course of human society.

What is needed now is a persuasive invitation to our guiding insti-
tutions to build new, reliable, and more imaginative partnerships
toward the shaping of a better world. In the face of unprecedented
challenges to the well-being of the Earth and its people, a clear,
calm call to such creative engagement may be the harbinger of a
new day. As we find new ways to cooperate with one another, an
unprecedented process of transformation can unfold, and new hope
can emerge.

At the threshold of a new century and a new millennium, therefore,
and on the occasion of the 1999 Parliament of the World’s Religions
in Cape Town, South Africa, the Council for a Parliament of the
World’s Religions (CPWR) extends such an invitation: A Call to Our
Guiding Institutions.

Continuing the Parliament Tradition

The 1999 Parliament of the World’s Religions and its keynote docu-
ment, A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, continue a tradition born in
Chicago in 1893. At the first Parliament of Religions, several hun-
dred leaders, scholars, theologians, and other representatives of
the world’s religions came together to ponder the place of faith and
spirituality in the modern world. As the deliberate formal encounter
of many religions, East and West, this unprecedented gathering
marked the beginning of modern interreligious dialogue.

This tradition was reborn in 1993 as more than seven thousand peo-
ple from a wide spectrum of the world’s religious and spiritual com-
munities gathered again in Chicago. Throughout the 1993 Parlia-
ment, participants were challenged to think critically and holistically

From the Global Ethic to A Call to

Our Guiding Institutions

Earth cannot be changed for the better
unless the consciousness of individuals is
changed first.... [And] without risk and a
readiness to sacrifice there can be no funda-
mental change in our situation. Therefore
we commit ourselves to this global ethic, to
understanding one another, and to socially
beneficial, peace-fostering, and nature-

friendly ways of life.

We invite all people, whether religious or

not, to do the same.

Towwrds a Global Ethic: An Initial Declarative

1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions
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about the role of religious and spiritual communities in the pursuit of creative solutions to
the world’s most pressing problems. They explored issues of religious and spiritual iden-
tity, engaged in thoughtful dialogue with persons of other traditions and cultures, and
searched for effective ways of bringing the attention, energy, and influence of religion
and spirituality to bear on the critical issues confronting the planetary community.

In order to provide a context for these reflections, the 1993 Parliament offered a thought-
ful and provocative statement of fundamental ethical principles shared by the world’s
religious and spiritual traditions. That statement took form in a groundbreaking docu-
ment, Towards a Global Ethic: An Initial Declaration, which was signed by nearly two
hundred religious and spiritual leaders from around the world. It set forth four fundamen-
tal commitments that remain powerfully relevant in the face of the issues that the 1993
Parliament addressed—non-violence and respect for life, solidarity and a just economic
order, tolerance and a life of truthfulness, and equal rights and partnership between men
and women.

The Next Step

On the occasion of the 1999 Parliament of the World’s Religions in Cape Town, South
Africa, the Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions urges continuing reflection
on the commitments at the heart of the Global Ethic and renewed efforts to apply them.
Essential to such efforts is the acknowledgment that we live in a world in which powerful
institutions exercise a significant and inescapable influence on our collective future. Wo-
ven through the core documents and practices of these institutions are values, perspec-
tives, and assumptions that can be examined in the light of the principles of the Global
Ethic. In inviting them to examine their roles for a new century, the Call will make it clear
that the principles and commitments of the Global Ethic relate directly and immediately
to their functioning. It will also propose a process of creative engagement that will in-
volve not only the religions of the world but all other guiding institutions as well.

The Council’s hope is that the Call will also provide encouragement and direction for
those wishing to offer gifts of service to the world. Such gifts express a fundamental
spiritual inclination toward good will, generosity, hospitality, compassion, righteous-
ness, and justice. Indeed, the existence of goodness in the world has often been directly
related to the spirit in which such gifts are given. Though ambitious endeavors and noble
projects have made undeniable contributions, the world needs and continues to thirst for
such individual and collective gifts of service—now, more than ever.

The Nature of the Call

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions is not a prescriptive or admonitory document. It is
instead an appeal for active, ongoing dialogue about the creation of a just, peaceful,
and sustainable future on behalf of the entire Earth community. For this reason, the Call
consists of specific, particular invitations rather than sweeping declarations or hectoring

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions
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injunctions.

Furthermore, the authority of the Call will come only in small measure from its endorse-
ment by religious and spiritual leaders. Its strength flows primarily from its expression
of beliefs and convictions already deeply held—and held in common—by the world’s
religious and spiritual communities, and from the collaborations each part of the Call
may inspire.

In the pages that follow, key excerpts from the document Towards a Global Ethic: An
Initial Declaration appear in the margins of the various sections. These serve as remind-
ers that the Global Ethic sets the stage for the Call and informs its core.

All are invited to reflect on this document and to respond in ways that will move our
world toward a just, peaceful, and sustainable future.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 5
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Rationale

Visions of the World

Visions of the world-as-it-might-be have always found expression through the world’s
religious and spiritual traditions. These traditions embody human aspirations: for mean-
ing and purpose in life; for respect and mutuality between diverse peoples, cultures, and
religions; for justice and peace; for the alleviation of suffering; and for harmony with the
Earth. In the practice of these traditions, their respective communities have gained a
glimpse and a taste of the world as it might be.

In the long historical struggle to realize their respective visions, however, the world’s
religious and spiritual communities have sometimes adopted divisive, unjust, inhumane,
and Earth-denying attitudes and practices. Sadly, this phenomenon has been most
clearly manifested in interreligious relations. All too often, these relations have been
marred by intolerance, oppression, and even violence, dramatically undermining efforts
to build a better world.

Yet, today there is a broad and deep movement toward openness, goodwill, and warm-
hearted and loving engagement among religious and spiritual communities around the
world. Sustained encounters between people of different religious, spiritual, and cultural
traditions have created heightened momentum toward actualizing our many visions of
a better world, as well as stronger possibilities for establishing ethical common ground.
New awareness of shared ethical principles opens the way into a new era of creative
engagement—where we find and implement new modes of outreach, cooperation, and
constructive common action, not only among the world’s religions but among all of the
world’s guiding institutions.

Towards a Global Ethic

While the world’s religious and spiritual traditions differ profoundly with respect to vari-
ous beliefs and practices, they nevertheless hold in common certain ethical principles.
One formulation of this ethical common ground is found in the document, Towards a
Global Ethic: An Initial Declaration, issued on the occasion of the 1993 Parliament of the
World’s Religions.

The document identifies four universal directives that offer a basis for a “global ethic”:

Do not Kill.

Do not steal.

Do not lie.

Do not commit sexual immorality.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions
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These directives are further described and emphasized in the following affirmations:

Have respect for life.

Deal honestly and fairly.
Speak and act truthfully.
Respect and love one another.

Towards a Global Ethic then proposes that these affirmations lead to four vital commit-
ments (listed here with excerpts from the text):

Commitment to a Culture of Non-Violence and Respect for Life.

“All people have a right to life, safety, and the free development of personality
insofar as they do not injure the rights of others. No one has the right physically

or psychically to torture, injure, much less kill any other human being. And no
people, no state, no race, no religion has the right to hate, to discriminate against,
to ‘cleanse,’ to exile, much less to liquidate a ‘foreign’ minority which is different in
behavior or holds different beliefs.”

“As human beings we have a special responsibility —especially with a view to
future generations —for Earth and the cosmos, for the air, water, and soil. We are all
intertwined together in this cosmos and we are all dependent on each other. Each
one of us depends on the welfare of all. Therefore the dominance of humanity
over nature... must not be encouraged. Instead we must cultivate living in harmo-
ny with nature and the cosmos.”

Commitment to a Culture of Solidarity and a Just Economic Order.

“No one has the right to rob or dispossess in any way whatsoever any other
person or the commonweal.... No one has the right to use her or his possessions
without concern for the needs of society and Earth.”

“We must utilize economic and political power for service to humanity instead of
misusing it in ruthless battles for domination. We must develop a spirit of compas-
sion with those who suffer, with special care for the children, the aged, the poor,
the disabled, the refugees, and the lonely.”

Commitment to a Culture of Tolerance and a Life of Truthfulness.

“No woman or man, no institution, no state or church or religious community has
the right to speak lies to other humans.”

“We must cultivate truthfulness in all our relationships instead of dishonesty, dis-
sembling, and opportunism.... We must courageously serve the truth and we must
remain constant and trustworthy, instead of yielding to opportunistic accommoda-
tion to life.”

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 7
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Commitment to a Culture of Equal Rights and Partnership between Men and
Women.

“No one has the right to degrade others to mere sex objects, to lead them into or
hold them in sexual dependency.”

“The relationship between women and men should be characterized not by pa-
tronizing behavior or exploitation, but by love, partnership, and trustworthiness.”

These commitments have profound implications for the inner life of individuals and the
shared life of the human community (Quotations from Towards a Global Ethic).

First, they “can provide what obviously cannot be attained by economic plans, political
programs, or legal regulations alone: A change in the inner orientation, the whole men-
tality, the ‘hearts’ of people, and a conversion from a false path to a new orientation for
life.”

Second, they suggest the outlines of “a vision of peoples living peacefully together, of
ethnic and ethical groupings and of religions sharing responsibility for the care of the
Earth,” a vision made possible by the discovery and embrace of common ethical prin-
ciples.

Addressing the Critical Issues

Reflecting on the shared ethical principles expressed in the Global Ethic sets the critical
issues of our time in stark relief: disintegrating community, unrelenting demand on the
Earth’s limited resources, aggravated injustice, growing divisions between rich and poor,
spiritual indirection. At the same time, if we address these agonies from the perspective
of shared moral commitments, we can find hope. That endeavor can be described in the
following ways:

Building Community in Diversity

Diversity is a hallmark of our contemporary experience. Today every metropolitan
center is home to a striking variety of cultures, ethnic and national groups, and
religions. Never before has the encounter between people from different paths and
perspectives been so widespread, touching individuals and communities every-
where, enriching the tapestry of our lives together, and recasting the dynamics

of our world. When such encounters take place in an atmosphere of respect and
mutuality, then new understanding and cooperation can emerge. More evident at
present, however, are the tensions, hostilities, and even violence that arise from
misunderstanding, fear, and hatred of those who are different. The urgent task is
to embrace human diversity in such a way that we no longer erect barriers out of
differences but, by understanding and appreciating them, build bridges to harmo-
nious, vibrant community.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions
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Commitment to Sustainability

The issue of sustainability addresses the relationship of basic human needs to the
continued viability of the Earth. Today the human family numbers nearly six billion.
If our present rate of population growth and resource consumption continues, we
are likely to approach and then exceed the limits of the Earth’s ability to support
us. Economic analysis suggests that to meet even the basic needs of so many
would require a huge increase in agriculture and industry, prompting thoughtful
persons to ask whether the Earth can possibly sustain such demands. For ex-
ample: levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide have risen dramatically; one-half of all
land has already been transformed for human use; and one-half of all accessible
fresh water has been claimed to meet current human needs. As a result, one of
every eight plant varieties and evergreater numbers of animal species are at risk
of extinction, a prospect that further imperils the planet and its human commu-
nity. The challenge is to find sustainable ways to peacefully meet the needs of all
people while preserving the integrity of the whole community of life on Earth.

Striving for Justice

Currently, four-fifths of the world’s people live on one dollar (U.S.), five rand (South
Africa), or fifty rupees (India) per day or less. Wrenching poverty, exacerbated by
systemic injustice and inequitable distribution of resources, gives rise to disease,
crime, violence, and hopelessness. Current trends toward globalization and mod-
ern models of “development,” which are rarely community oriented, have often
increased hardship and privation for millions of people. Injustice of this kind and
scope poisons the familial, social, and spiritual life of us all. It is imperative, from
both an idealistic and a pragmatic point of view, that the sufferings of a majority of
the human community be alleviated through urgent economic, political, and social
reform.

Solidarity and Service

The division of the world into rich and poor, north and south, empowered and
disenfranchised, privileged and exploited, is growing. These divisions feed, and
then feed upon, a pervasive alienation. If we are unaware of our fundamental con-
nection to one another, we will not choose to work for justice and therefore will find
no peace. The remedy is to identify compassionately with others —with their joys
and sorrows, their sufferings and struggles, and their essential human needs. Such
solidarity is the root of justice and the wellspring of service. In rediscovering our
shared humanness and in serving one another, we emerge from estrangement into
community.

Seeking Spiritual Grounding

Without spiritual grounding, visions of a far better world cannot be realized. In an
age of profound spiritual yearning, the religious and spiritual traditions of the world
offer wisdom

¢ to move beyond our narrow self-interest, and to build community in the spirit of

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions
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hospitality;

e to recognize the interdependence of all life and the systems that support it, and
to choose sustainable ways of living;

¢ to see that the needs of others make a claim on our lives and to strive for jus-
tice and peace;

¢ to remember our place in the human family and to find compassion that must
be expressed in service;

¢ to deepen spiritual awareness as the wellspring of personal transformation and
to embrace the whole human community.

Creative Engagement

When reflecting on the future of the human community, one must consider the world’s
most powerful institutions—institutions, whose policies, for better and for worse, influ-
ence every aspect of life on the planet. Clearly, the critical issues facing the world today
present an acute ethical challenge to these institutions.

What is urgently needed is a new opening to creative engagement among the guiding
institutions—an active, attentive, and inventive collaboration, rooted in shared moral
principles and expressed in mutually sustained programs on behalf of the peoples of the
twenty-first century.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 10
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A Call to Our Guiding Institutions

Guided by a vision of the world as it might
be, with deep concern for the well-being of
Religion & Splrltuallty the Earth, its people, and all life, the Coun-
cil for a Parliament of the World’s Religions

Government respectfully calls upon the world’s guiding
Ag riculture, Labor, |ndUStry, & Commerce institutions to reassess and redefine their
. roles in order to assure a just, peaceful, and
Education .
sustainable future.
Arts & Communications Media We invite these institutions to join with
Science & Medicine each other in a process of creative engage-
ment to address the critical issues that face
International Intergovernmental Institutions T il
Organizations of Civil SOCiety We seek common cause with those who

strive for justice, peace, and sustainability.
We seek to join with those whose lives
embody the process of creative engage-
ment. We do this with the knowledge that

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions is offered with the understand- e g et i o ammm e A

ing that those who helped to craft this document and those who on Earth depends on the realization of a
choose to endorse and implement it are themselves —like all human collaborative, coherent, and moral vision of
beings—influenced by the very institutions addressed here. And a better world.

because all of us, as social beings, participate in one or more of
these institutions, each of us therefore shares responsibility for their
endeavors and effects.

This document reflects the collective wisdom of the many thought-
ful persons from within each of the guiding institutions who have
participated in its drafting—Ileaders, scholars, workers, teachers,
executives, activists, and others. We are deeply indebted to the hun-
dreds of women and men from around the world, young and old, of
diverse religious, cultural, and professional backgrounds, who have
participated over the past three years in the shaping of this Call.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 11
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A CALL TO OUR GUIDING INSTITUTIONS

Preamble
As human beings

...we are all interdependent and must relate to each other respectfully and peace-
fully; ...we are all—children, women, men—worthy of a meaningful life, and must
treat all others with fairness, kindness, encouragement, and love; ...we are all
responsible for the care of the Earth on which we depend and the well-being of the
communities in which we live; ...we know that our individual and collective futures
will be reshaped by the extent to which we link our societies in partnerships that
reach across the continents and across racial, ethnic, cultural, sexual, social, politi-
cal, economic, and religious lines.

As religious and spiritual persons

...we center our lives in an Ultimate Reality, which our traditions call by various
names (the Absolute, Allah, Brahman, Dharmakaya, God, Great Spirit, the One,
Waheguru), drawing hope and strength therefrom, in trust and vision, in word and
silence, in service and solidarity;

...we seek to foster creative engagement among the guiding institutions that so
profoundly influence life on Earth, in order that they may find imaginative new ways
to address the critical issues that confront us all.

As members of the Earth community

...we affirm the keystone principle of the document Towards a Global Ethic: An
Initial Declaration: Every human being must be treated humanely!

We further affirm the four commitments ensuing from this principle:

e Commitment to a Culture of Non-Violence and Respect for Life
e Commitment to a Culture of Solidarity and a Just Economic Order
e Commitment to a Culture of Tolerance and a Life of Truthfulness,

e Commitment to a Culture of Equal Rights and Partnership between Men and
Women

Together, on the occasion of the 1999 Parliament of the World’s Religions in Cape
Town, we extend this Call to these guiding institutions whose decisions and ac-
tions will mean so much to the future of the entire community of the Earth, urging
each to reassess and redefine its role for a new century toward the realization of a
just, peaceful, and sustainable future.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions,
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The Call to
RELIGION AND SPIRITUALITY

We know that religions cannot solve the
environmental, economic, political, and so-

cial problems of Earth. However, they can

We envision a world in which provide what obviously cannot be attained

. . L. by economic plans, political programs, or
...the diverse religions, spiritual paths, and cultures are el 7 1 s A ey o b

recognized and respected; inner orientation, the whole mentality, the
“hearts” of people, and a conversion from a

..religious and spiritual communities exist in harmony; false path to a new orientation for life.

..the pursuit of justice and peace is nurtured by religion and "'H“f_“"‘“ki“d L“'£°“““f needs SOC_i"‘_l and
spirituality and by dialogue between religious and spiritual ecological reforms, but it needs spiricual

» renewal just as urgently. As religious or
communities;

spiritual persons we commit ourselves

. . .. , , to this task. The spiritual powers of the
..religious and spiritual teachings on wisdom, love, and p .

) ) religions can offer a fundamental sense
compassion are prized;

of trust, a ground of meaning, ultimate

. , e . . standards, and a spiritual home.
..service is seen as an essential, uplifting religious or

spiritual act;
Towwrds a Global Ethic: An Initial Declarative

..the Earth and all life are revered and cherished. 1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions

Religion helps human beings find meaning in life and history. It of-
fers paths to enlightenment and salvation and encouragement to
follow such paths. Among the noblest functions of religion is the
promulgation of systems of beliefs, practices, and ethics that honor
the humanity and dignity of each person and foster the vitality and
moral well-being of the society.

When individuals and communities struggle with ethical questions,
religion and spirituality provide necessary and trustworthy values,
norms, motivations, and ideals, all grounded in an ultimate reality.
At the same time, ethical challenges demand that religious and
spiritual people bring their most cherished principles to bear in the
real world. How should we treat the stranger in our midst? What
claim do the needs of others make on our lives and energies? How
should we respond to the threats of an enemy? It is in answering
such questions that religious and spiritual communities live their
convictions.

Today, we face these enduring questions and age-old problems
in the context of new global realities. Greed, injustice, hatred, and
violence are everywhere exacerbated by a burgeoning human popu-

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 13
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lation and unprecedented ecological pressures. It is vital that we
develop a global perspective in order to meet adequately our ethical
responsibilities as human beings.

With such a perspective, our religious and spiritual communities can
best serve by extending to each of us the hospitality that our tradi-
tions teach. In solidarity with those in need, we can act with com-
passion, generosity, and courage to build a just and joyous life for
all. In so doing, however, we must realize that religious and spiritual
individuals and communities cannot act alone but must engage with
people from all walks of life, who possess expertise and experience
of every sort. Only in such a collaborative spirit can we find the ba-
sis for real service and genuine hope.

We call on the institutions of religion and spirituality to develop
practical ways to engage creatively with other guiding institutions in
pursuit of a just, peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the institutions of religion and spirituality
to reassess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to deepen respect and mutual welcome between religious and
spiritual communities—in that spirit of hospitality which is to be
found in each of their respective traditions;

...to strengthen the search for those shared ethical and spiritual
values and principles that can enable religious and spiritual
communities to engage creatively with one other and with the
world;

...to encourage religious and spiritual individuals and communi-
ties to speak out for the welfare of all human beings in the
name of their own values and in solidarity with others;

...to provide leadership to assure that the Earth is respected,
revered, and protected;

...to find practical means to bring those elements of their teach-
ings that address justice, peace, and care for future genera-
tions to wider and more immediate effect through engagement
with the other guiding institutions;

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions,
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...to work closely with the institutions of government to bring
religious teachings and values to bear in the struggle against
corruption, dishonesty, and bribery at all levels;

...to safeguard against the use of religious and spiritual belief and
practice as briefs for intolerance, tools for political manipula-
tion, or warrants for conflict, terror, and violence;

...to urge their adherents to work together— within and across
traditions—to respond directly to the critical issues facing
the world: intolerance; racism; violence; social, political, and
economic injustice; systematic deprivation and exploitation of
children and women; and ecological degradation;

...to promote service—in solidarity and in partnership with the
poor and vulnerable—to the entire human family and to the
Earth as an affirmation of their teachings on personal spiritual

growth, social justice, and life lived in ever-deepening relation-
ship to Ultimate Reality.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 15
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The Call to
GOVERNMENT

We envision a world in which

..universal human rights and responsibilities, grounded in funda-
mental ethical and moral principles, are upheld;

..the structures of power are accountable to and serve the needs
of all generations;

..our leaders are worthy of public trust;

..peace within and among nations is the rule and not the excep-
tion;

..the great decisions in human affairs are made with a thoughtful
care for the future of the planetary community.

Among the noblest functions of government is securing for its citi-
zens their individual and collective well-being. This end can only be
achieved through the honoring and safeguarding of human dignity
and the constructive mediation between individual freedoms and
collective action. When government succeeds in this purpose, it as-
sures the social, political, and ecological integrity of the community.

Mere laws, prescriptions, and conventions alone cannot achieve a
better social order. Freedom, justice, and peace rest on a common,
enduring regard for the equal and inalienable rights of all people.
What is required is that we as citizens live by a shared ethic that
clarifies our mutual concerns and common values while transcend-
ing narrowly defined boundaries and interests.

Nowhere is the need for such a shared ethic more apparent than

in international relations. Today, our world is a field of competing
nations. For the world to become a true community, we must work
toward a profound affirmation of global interdependence, moving
beyond the present model of tenuously balanced power among na-
tion-states toward a model of robust cooperation within the human
family.

The art of governing—at local, regional, national, and international
levels—can be understood in terms of the skillful application of

On the basis of personal experience and the
burdensome history of our planet we have

learned:

...that a better global order cannot be cre-
ated or enforced by laws, prescriptions, and

conventions alone;

...that the realization of peace, justice, and
the protection of Earth depends on the
insight and readiness of men and women to

act justly;

...that action in favor of rights and freedom
presumes a consciousness of responsibil-
ity and duty, and that therefore both the

minds and hearts of women and men must

be addressed;

...that rights without morality cannot long
endure and that there will be no better

global order without a global ethic.

Towwrds a Global Ethic: An Initial Declarative

1993 Parliament of the World’s Religions
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ethical mandates and moral convictions to political realities. How
can governments move beyond national concerns toward global
responsibility? What steps can be taken toward the responsible use
of power and the nurture of a global culture of justice, peace, and
sustainability? What is the responsibility of the citizenry in fostering
ethical government in a global context? To meet these responsibili-
ties effectively will demand of both those who govern and of the
governed an unshakable commitment to the cultivation of a high
moral will and a truly global perspective.

We call on the institution of government to develop practical ways to
engage creatively with other guiding institutions in pursuit of a just,
peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and or-
ganizations engaged with the institution of government to reassess
their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to recognize and realize universal human rights—with all their
civic, political, economic, social, and cultural implications, and
with particular regard to women, children, the aged, and the
poor;

...to encourage and create initiatives and alliances to foster a
culture of justice and peace at local, national, regional, and
international levels;

...to work most urgently and effectively to encourage and imple-
ment sustainable ways of living in a rich yet fragile world;

...to seek the advice and cooperation of religious and spiritual
leaders and communities in an effort to bring their teachings
and values to bear in the struggle to end bribery, dishonesty,
and corruption at all levels of government;

...to enter into close dialogue and counsel with religious and
spiritual communities concerning the peaceful resolution of
conflicts and the criteria (if any) for a “just war”;

...to mitigate the factors that lead to violent conflict and war:
government (and governmentauthorized) sales of arms; pro-
liferation of weapons of mass destruction; and policies that

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions,
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underwrite economic exploitation, social or political injustice,

or the destruction of communities and habitats;

...to denounce, counter, and deter genocide, as well as persecu-
tion, oppression, and terrorism of any sort, whether directed at

members of a religious or spiritual community, of an ethnic or
national group, of a culture, generation, or gender;

..to broaden the role of the military to include such peacemak-
ing functions as: meeting the challenges of natural disasters,

famine, and epidemic; building or repairing vital infrastructure;
or conducting ecological surveys;

...to take up their responsibility in the international effort to
remedy the indebtedness of the poorest nations and establish

more transparent, holistic, and culturally sensitive measures for
assessing economic development;

...to move toward a model of “communities of communities,”

from the village level through the international, with an ethos of
service to the common good.
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The Call to

AGRICULTURE, LABOR, INDUSTRY &
COMMERCE

We envision a world in which ...our productive activities are creative
and vital and give meaning to our lives;

..high moral standards and trustworthiness guide all interactions
in the marketplace and the workplace;

..economic, social, and physical well-being is not the exception
but the normal human condition;

..agricultural policies, labor relations, industrial development,
and commercial exchange are just, harmonious, and culturally
enriching;

..agriculture, industry, business, and investment are conducted
with constant thoughtful regard for the vitality and fragility of
the Earth and all life;

..the essential needs of all are met in a manner that can be sus-
tained well into the future.

Among the noblest functions of agriculture, labor, industry, and
commerce are the creative development and production of goods,
services, and information to meet the basic physical and social
needs of each human community —in a sustainable, renewable, and
non-disruptive manner.

What we human beings desire, however, often eclipses material in-

terests. What we work toward is often other than material prosperity.

People everywhere feel the need to make something of themselves
and their world that goes well beyond calculations of solvency. This
perspective on human happiness and fulfillment is a considerable
complement to current theories of the dominance of the market
economy.

Consequently, economic power should be wielded in the service
of economic justice and the commonweal. Wealth should be used
equitably. State economic plans, corporate financial investments,
agricultural techniques, and industrial processes should always do

There is no global peace without global

justice!

...In the developed countries, a distinction
must be made between necessary and limit-
less consumption, between socially ben-
eficial and non-beneficial uses of property,
between justified and unjustified uses of
natural resources, and between a profit-only
and a socially beneficial and ecologically

oriented market economy.

...We must utilize economic and political
power for service to humanity instead of
misusing it in ruthless battles for domina-
tion. We must develop a spirit of compas-
sion for those who suffer, with special
care for children, the aged, the poor, the
disabled, the refugees, and the lonely.

...We must value a sense of moderation
and modesty instead of an unquenchable
greed for money, prestige, and consump-
tion. In greed, humans lose their “souls,”
their freedom, their composure, their inner
peace, and thus, that which makes them

human.
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justice to human dignity and the community of life on Earth.

In the modern world, instances of the exploitation of human beings,
the Earth itself, and all life are more numerous than ever. The real-
ity of globalization, the profound interconnectedness of the world
economy, and the inherent fragility of the Earth’s ecosystem height-
en the need for new strategies. At the same time, an extraordinary
prospect has opened up: a worldwide awareness of the sensitive
roles of agriculture, labor, industry, and commerce in relation to the
pursuit of a more equitable and humane world.

We call on the institutions of agriculture, labor, industry, and com-
merce to develop practical ways to engage creatively with other
guiding institutions in pursuit of a just, peaceful, and sustainable
world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the institutions of agriculture, labor,
industry, and commerce to reassess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to develop and extend common statements of ethical standards
and practices for production, exchange, investment, lending,
and employment that could be accepted, implemented, and
monitored around the world;

...to expand long-term goals to include not only the increase of
wealth, but also the alleviation of poverty and the advancement
of the social, cultural, spiritual, and ecological well-being of
communities;

...to afford all peoples and nations the opportunity to participate
equally in a global market, operating on trade agreements
that safeguard and promote communitybased economics and
regional trade;

...to act immediately and comprehensively to ensure that fair
compensation and humane working conditions are the norm,
and the scourges of forced child labor, prison labor, sweat-
shops, and virtual slavery are put to an end;

...to bring their collective experience, knowledge, and skills at
persuasion and innovation into partnerships with organizations
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of civil society dedicated to the rights of working men and
women, intercultural and interreligious understanding, social
justice, ecology, and community-based economics;

...to pay careful attention to corollary effects of patterns of agri-
culture, manufacture, investment, marketing, and distribution
in light of their impact on local communities and ecological
systems worldwide;

...to become at once exemplars and advocates of sustainability,
carefully weighing short-term economic benefits against the
continued viability of the Earth’s ecosystem and the constant
basic needs of the whole human community;

...to create joint structures with other guiding institutions to ad-
dress more immediately and effectively the principal problems
of our time, including severe ecological degradation, the deep
indebtedness of poorer countries, massive unemployment,
the widely unrewarded labors of women, and generations of
poverty and malnutrition.
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The Call to
EDUCATION

We envision a world in which

..learning, as a singularly enlivening human pursuit, is available
to all;

..Intergenerational learning is cherished;

..ethical, moral, and spiritual questions are an integral part of
academic and civil discourse;

..the world’s ethnic groups, cultures, and religious and spiritual
communities are taught lifelong about each other in such a way
that each becomes appreciative of the other;

..every human being has the opportunity to grow in personal and
intellectual responsibility and committed service to the entire
community of life;

..understanding and reverence for the vital yet fragile Earth pro-
vides the groundwork and incentive for sustainable living.

Among the noblest functions of education is the discovery of imagi-
native, enduring ways to translate and then to question humanity’s
knowledge, traditions, travails, and insights. Through this process
of discovery and reflection, education equips the members of each
successive generation to lead honorable, grateful, and engaged
lives, which enrich their respective communities.

The principles of a global ethic make it clear that education should
be a basic and universal human right. Girls and boys around the
world should have full access to learning. Educators must seek out
and adapt astute methods and well-researched materials to ad-
vance literacy in their regions, thus laying foundations for the equity
and well-being of all societies. Young learners should be protected
from child labor and other kinds of exploitation harmful to their de-
velopment. Moreover, life-long learning should be a cultural oppor-
tunity and a personal challenge for people of all ages.

Particular attention must be paid to learning about values, since an
understanding of how values are adopted and shared is crucial to

Every human being without distinction of
age, sex, race, skin color, physical or mental
ability, language, religion, political view,

or national or social origin possesses an
inalienable and untouchable dignity, and
everyone, the individual as well as the state,
is therefore obliged to honor this dignity

and protect it.

...Young people must learn at home and in
school that violence may not be a means of
settling differences with others. Only thus

can a culture of non-violence be created.

...Young people must learn at home and in
school that property, limited though it may
be, carries with it an obligation, and that its
uses should at the same time serve the com-
mon good. Only thus can a just economic

order be built up.

...Young people must learn at home and

in school to think, speak, and act truth-
fully. They have a right to information and
education to be able to make the decisions
that will form their lives. Without an
ethical formation they will hardly be able to
distinguish the important from the unim-
portant. In the daily flood of information,
ethical standards will help them discern
when opinions are portrayed as facts,
interests veiled, tendencies exaggerated, and

facts twisted.
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a peaceful and harmonious life. As no institution can do this work
alone, it is important that families, schools, neighborhoods, local
religious and spiritual communities, and each of the guiding institu-
tions collaborate in this effort. Public education must never be used
to further the exclusive aims of interest groups, ideologies, political
parties, or religions.

Education is one of the most precious gifts a society can give for the
enrichment of the society itself. We are obliged to make wise and
equitable investments to develop excellent teachers and to build a
basic infrastructure capable of carrying out essential educational
tasks.

We call on the institution of education to develop practical ways to
engage creatively with other guiding institutions in pursuit of a just,
peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the institution of education to reassess
their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to renew their commitment to universal education and to de-
velop and extend common statements of ethical standards and
practices that can be accepted, implemented, and monitored
around the world;

...to work together with other guiding institutions to provide and
strengthen the economic and material base for the develop-
ment of educational systems worldwide;

...to address the needs of the world’s poorest and least educateqd,
with full-fledged universal literacy as a primary goal;

...to explore the most substantial and expedient ways to expand
and enrich the education of girls and women worldwide;

...to make the best use of new media and new technologies to
broaden intercultural access and exchange, while at the same
time honoring local knowledge and traditional ways of knowing;

...to ensure that broadened intercultural access and exchange
have a positive impact in areas of vital concern, with particular
emphasis on sanitation, literacy, parenting, and enrichment of
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the lives of the neglected and dispossessed;

...to integrate learning about different cultures, religions, and
spiritual practices into the standard educational process;

...to promote and teach respect for other ways of life, non-vio-
lence, and peace-making, at every stage of learning;

...to promote ecological literacy and the study of sustainability as
essential to education at all levels;

...to acknowledge that moral and spiritual questions are as critical
to academic as to civil discourse by including considerations of
values, personal responsibility, moral integrity, and community
service throughout higher education.
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The Call to the
ARTS & COMMUNICATIONS MEDIA

We envision a world in which

..the stories and images that matter most are those that enrich
understanding, deepen responsibility, and nurture personal
growth amid development;

..the networks of communication and modes of artistic expres-
sion that link diverse peoples, regions, and ways of life are
characterized by integrity and mutuality;

..the arts and communications media play an active, thoughtful
role in enabling a much wider discussion and more profound
analysis of the most critical issues and decisions facing the hu-
man community;

..the sacred stories, symbols, and wisdom of the world’s reli-
gious and spiritual traditions are broadly disseminated and
cherished.

Among the noblest functions of the arts and of communications me-
dia is the weaving of a sense of community that comes from shared
access to the central stories of a culture and the signal events of

an era. As a transformative force, the arts and communications
media have a special role: to inspire, warn, inform, challenge, set

in perspective, and dramatize both our deeds and our dilemmas.

In so doing, they energize, broaden, embolden, and deepen public
discourse.

The freedom of the arts and of communications media to inform

the public and critique society or government is essential to a just
social order. This freedom must be exercised with care for the fabric
of each society and the whole cloth of humanity. On the part of the
arts, freedom demands a sensitivity to cultural and historical con-
text. On the part of communications media, it also demands accu-
rate and truthful reporting. Privacy and intimacy must be honored.
Art or journalism that degrades or injures individuals or communities
must be avoided. Any calls to hate or to violence must be rejected.

Today, movies, television, the music industry, the news media, and

In the great ancient religious and ethical
traditions of humankind we find the direc-
tive: You shall not lie! Or in positive terms:
Speak and act truthfully! Let us reflect anew
on the consequences of this ancient direc-
tive: No woman or man, no institution, no
state or church or religious community has

the right to speak lies to other humans.
This is especially true

...for those who work in the mass media,
to whom we entrust the freedom to report
for the sake of truth and to whom we thus
grant the office of guardian. They do not
stand above morality but have the obliga-
tion to respect human dignity, human
rights, and fundamental values. They are
duty-bound to objectivity, fairness, and the
preservation of human dignity. They have
no right to intrude into individuals’ private
spheres, to manipulate public opinion, or
to distort reality;

...for artists, writers, and scientists, to
whom we entrust artistic and academic
freedom. They are not exempt from
general ethical standards and must serve

the truth.
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the Internet have unprecedented significance as sources of infor-
mation and influence on cultural life and social change. What is our
role as consumers and patrons in shaping the character of art and
media? How can we best employ the technologies of the near future
for education and enrichment and not merely for entertainment?
How can we better recognize, understand, and be nurtured by the
presence of artistic genius?

We call on the institutions of the arts and communications media to
develop practical ways to engage creatively with other guiding insti-
tutions in pursuit of a just, peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the institutions of the Arts and Commu-
nications Media to reassess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to develop and disseminate common statements of ethical
standards and practices—where possible, across cultures and
disciplines—addressing such issues as the universal profes-
sional code for news media, socially responsible journalism,
and commitments to cross-cultural understanding;

...to design coherent, widely-acceptable approaches to such
issues bearing on the news media as rights of privacy, rules of
investigational conduct, remedies for misreporting or misquo-
tation, and retractions for the mistaking or perpetuating of
rumor as fact;

...to safeguard the means and open up the methods of global
communication so that they serve all segments of society
equitably;

...to counter the often dehumanizing sameness of globalized
mass culture by supporting local and regional traditions and
cultures;

...to promote models for the arts and communications media that
give voice to all peoples, cultures, and conditions, ensuring
their active involvement in deliberations on issues that face the
world;

...to establish and enliven liaisons with religious, interreligious,

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions,

page 26



Parliament of the World’s Religions

and intercultural groups, in order to increase journalistic cover-
age and artistic representation of society’s religious, spiritual,
interreligious, and intercultural dimensions;

...to eliminate religious, ethnic, and cultural caricatures and
stereotypes that devalue the experience of human beings and
demean their essential dignity;

...to invest effectively in artistic and journalistic projects that ad-
dress in long-range terms the most critical problems facing the

human community and the Earth;

...to further art and aesthetic appreciation by offering all children
art education, to include internationally and nationally ac-
claimed art—both contemporary and historical —as well as the
traditional art and crafts of each region.
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The Call to the
SCIENCE & MEDICINE

We envision a world in which
...we wisely explore the mysteries of life;
..our various systems of knowing enhance one another;

..access to knowledge and to the healing arts is not a privilege
but a right;

..our methods of seeking the truths of existence and well-being
draw us together (rather than separate us);

..humanity is enhanced by technology, in a manner consistent
with our responsibility to the rest of the Earth community.

To enlarge our understanding of the physical world and of ourselves
is among the noblest functions of science and medicine. From these
material and human realities we draw many of our metaphors, op-
erating principles, and therapeutic practices. Science and medicine
provide essential tools in our efforts to nurture the life and growth of
individuals and communities.

As disciplines engaged in observation, experiment, analysis, and
discovery, science and medicine also have a social dimension.
Researchers and teachers, physicians and engineers, physicists,
chemists, and biologists should be committed to benefiting hu-
man life and reducing suffering. In fact, civilization has found ways
to make most scientific and medical discoveries and technologies
beneficial and productive. Some of these, however, have been em-
ployed in dangerous, destructive, life-threatening ways. Therefore,
we must always consider the consequences of scientific research,
medical programs, and technological development in the context of
the well-being of the human community and of the Earth’s systems
of life.

The influence and power of science, medicine, and technology are
now so enormous that scientists, physicians, and engineers bear an
unprecedented responsibility for the future. Not only their knowledge
and technical skills but also their conscientiousness and prudence

Humans must always be the subjects of
rights, must be ends, never mere means,
never objects of commercialization and
industrialization in economics, politics and
media, in research institutes, and industrial

corporations.

...A human person is infinitely precious
and must be unconditionally protected.
But likewise the lives of animals and plants
that inhabit this planet with us deserve
protection, preservation, and care. Limitless
exploitation of the natural foundations of
life, ruthless destruction of the biosphere,
and militarization of the cosmos are all
outrages. As human beings we have a spe-
cial responsibility— especially with a view
to future generations—for Earth and the

cosmos, for the air, water, and soil.

...A universal consensus on many disputed
ethical questions (from bio- and sexual
ethics through mass media and scientific
ethics to economic and political ethics) will
be difficult to attain. Nevertheless, even for
many controversial questions, suitable solu-
tions should be attainable in the spirit of
the fundamental principles we have jointly

developed here.
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are critical to what we make of ourselves and our world in the next
decades.

Over the course of history, science and religion have often been
seen as contradictory or even as mutually exclusive. Increasing
openness, however, has recently produced a new level of dialogue
between the two. This development could not be more fortuitous: in
the final analysis, the wisdom of religion, the knowledge of science,
and the art of medicine are indispensable to each other and to a
sustainable future.

We call on the institutions of science and medicine to develop
practical ways to engage creatively with other guiding institutions in
pursuit of a just, peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the institutions of science and medicine
to reassess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to enter into dialogue with competent persons from the world’s
religious and spiritual traditions with regard to the ethical and
moral dimensions of research programs and the long-range
consequences of scientific, medical, and technological innova-
tion;

...to reflect sincerely on the limitations and moral boundaries of
science and medicine in continual dialogue and exchange with
other guiding institutions;

...to develop and disseminate common statements of ethical
standards and practices for science, medicine, and technol-
ogy—across cultures and disciplines;

...to resist efforts at control, redirection, or even domination of
scientific and medical enterprises by narrowly defined inter-
ests, whether economic, political, military, or religious;

...to give priority, in the development of new programs of re-
search, application, and outreach, to those children, women,
and displaced peoples around the world who have little access
to advanced systems, tools, and modalities of healing;

...to honor and learn from traditional modes of healing in concert
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with modern technological perspectives on the human body;

...to take always into account, in the design of experimental
protocols, public health programs, laboratories, research cen-
ters, clinics, and hospitals, the constellation of values, cultural
norms, and spiritual concerns of local communities;

...to find ways to focus the creative energies of science and medi-
cine more intentionally, systematically, and intensively on the

most pressing issues of human survival, such as food, health,

demographic change, and ecological sustainability;

...to enter into dialogue with religious and spiritual communities

about the evolving scientific understanding of the origins and
complex dynamics of the universe.
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The Call to the

INTERNATIONAL
I NTE RGOVE R N M E NTAL ...We all have a responsibility for a better
O RGAN IZATIO N S global order. Our involvcmc‘nt for the sake

of human rights, freedom, justice, peace,

No new global order without a global ethic!

and the preservation of the Earth is abso-
lutely necessary.
We envision a world in which ...all peoples of the Earth have an

) . ...We must utilize economic and political
equal voice and an equal claim to be heard;

power for service to humanity instead of

, ) i misusing it in ruthless battles for domina-
..each person has an undeniable claim to universal human E

rights, complemented by a personal moral responsibility based
on care for others;

tion.

... Today we possess sufficient economic,
cultural, and spiritual resources to intro-

..each person has a right to the fulfillment of basic human needs, duce a betrer global order. But old and

. L new ethnic, national, social, economic,
balanced by a personal ethical obligation to share;

and religious tensions threaten the peaceful

, . , , , building of a better world.
..national and regional concerns for equality, security, prosperity,

and sustainability are informed by a truly global perspective; slaisuchiadramanc globalsiation
humanity needs a vision of peoples living

..any resort to arms to resolve a dispute is understood as a peacefully together, of ethnic and ethical

moral failure to engage in heartfelt dialogue; groupings and of religions sharing responsi-
bility for the care of the Earth....

..the regional and the global do not subsume but supplement We are convinced of the fundamental
and sustain the local; ...people from across the planet, from all unity of the human family on Earth. We
walks of life, come to see themselves as world citizens. recall the 1948 Universal Declaration of

Human Rights of the United Nations.
What is formally proclaimed on the level of
rights we wish to confirm and deepen here
Among the noblest functions of international intergovernmental from the perspective of an ethic: The full
organizations is the fostering of communication and cooperation, realization of the intrinsic dignity of the
. human person, the inalienable freedom and
among nations and peoples, toward greater global harmony, secu-
rity, and peace. With this in mind, these organizations invoke and o N T .
o ) } } . ) necessary solidarity and interdependence of
act on principles of international law while appealing on ethical and T e
political grounds for a broadly held vision of a better world.

equality in principle of all humans, and the

The twentieth Century has been pUnCtuated by two world wars and Towwrds a Global Ethic: An Initial Declarative

plagued by regional and world conflicts. These conflicts have been 1993 Parliament of the World's Religions
fueled by ethnic, racial, and religious antagonisms, as well as by

economic imbalances and insecurities. In this century, we also have

seen pervasive abuse of human rights, alarming ecological and en-

vironmental degradation, and the steady increase of economic and

social inequities. Yet we have also witnessed a series of strongly

worded international affirmations—beginning with the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights in 1948 —that served as the basis for

countless economic, social, and political movements and reforms.

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 31



Parliament of the World’s Religions

Furthermore, a heightened environmental awareness and ecologi-
cal consciousness has prompted a new willingness and new ways
to address significant problems related to sustainability. Now, at
century’s end, the reality that the world has in so many ways be-
come a global village impels our search for new models of interna-
tional relations.

These two contrasting dimensions of the twentieth century have
given rise to an array of international intergovernmental organiza-
tions. These include the United Nations, the European Union, the
Pacific Community, the Association of Southeast Asian Nations, the
Organization of African Unity, the Organization of American States,
the International Court of Justice, the World Bank, the International
Monetary Fund, the World Trade Organization, the International La-
bor Organization, the World Health Organization, and many others.

If these international organizations are to wield their enormous influ-
ence for the public good, they must pursue economic and social
justice, support efforts at self-determination and selfsufficiency,
and move the world further along toward the equitable sharing of
resources. Each organization must also acknowledge, honor, and
act to promote a sense of the world as a single, albeit admirably
diverse, community that attends patiently and comprehensively to
human needs within a larger, delicately balanced environment.

A singular question emerges: How can citizens of the world ensure
that all international intergovernmental organizations are grounded
in the same shared ethical principles—fairness, equity, compassion,
and concern for the abiding welfare of every succeeding genera-
tion?

We call on international intergovernmental organizations to develop
practical ways to engage creatively with other guiding institutions in
pursuit of a just, peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with international intergovernmental organi-
zations to reassess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited

...to operate with transparency in exchanges with peoples and
cultures around the world, and in such a way that the fullest
participation of civil society is guaranteed;
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...to work together with the other guiding institutions to reduce
and soon to eliminate the crushing debt of the poorest nations;

...to monitor transnational economic concerns, enterprises, and
projects so that forced labor, forced relocation, and enforced
isolation are relics of the past;

...to find effective ways to screen agricultural and technological
innovations introduced on behalf of peoples whose local sus-
tainability may thereby be jeopardized;

...to help establish more equitable and comprehensive interna-
tional policies with regard to asylum, sanctuary, and emigra-
tion/immigration;

...to eliminate the financial, technical, social, legal, and political
barriers to swift, secure, and easily accessible regional, conti-
nental, and global communication;

...to influence international policy and to mobilize the personnel
and funds to assure that every human being has, for the fore-
seeable future, sufficient food, fresh water, clean air, adequate
shelter, and medical care;

...to safeguard the integrity and uniqueness of the world’s diverse
cultures, particularly of those peoples most vulnerable in the
face of the globalization of the world economy;

...to assure that resources are available for emergency relief for
famine, epidemic, natural disaster, industrial pollution, and
other catastrophes; and that such relief campaigns are con-
ducted on a fair, impatrtial, and apolitical basis, and in a manner
that preserves the dignity of the recipient;

...to protect the natural resources of the Earth from depredation,
pollution, waste, and exhaustion.
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The Call to the
ORGANIZATIONS of CIVIL SOCIETY

We envision a world in which
..freedom of association is assured and encouraged;

..open discourse is cherished and cooperative common action is
nurtured;

..”public life” is understood as broader and more fundamental
than government, which exists by the will of the people and for
the sake of the society;

..Societies are constituted and reconstituted through a multitude
of voluntary associations that give voice to all;

..conversation about values and visions is a highlyregarded and
well-protected element of public life;

..the generations and genders speak and listen to each other
with mutual respect, at home and abroad;

..every society understands how to listen and to learn as alterna-
tive perspectives and courses of action are presented, dis-
cussed, debated, and implemented.

Civil society has come to mean the network of voluntary, non-gov-
ernmental associations —clubs, youth groups, sports and service
groups, professional organizations, trade unions, cultural alliances,
independent political parties, philanthropic funds, advocacy cen-
ters, community coalitions— that provide the fertile soil in which an
expansive, responsible citizenship takes root and flourishes. Among
the noblest functions of civil society is mediation between the power
of the state and the rights, needs, and responsibilities of individuals
and groups.

The astonishing growth in numbers, projects, and influence of or-
ganizations of civil society is one of the most important phenomena
of our time. Organizations of civil society are involved in all areas of
human concern, providing essential social services, humanitarian
relief, and innovative programs for social, economic, and political
reform. Moreover, because governments do not easily or naturally

In conclusion, we appeal to all the
inhabitants of this planet. Earth can-

not be changed for the better unless the
consciousness of individuals is changed.
We pledge to work for such transformation
in individual and collective consciousness,
for the awakening of our spiritual powers
through reflection, meditation, prayer, or
positive thinking, for a conversion of the
heart. Together we can move mountains!
Without a willingness to take risks and a
readiness to sacrifice there can be no funda-
mental change in our situation! Therefore
we commit ourselves to a common global
ethic, to better mutual understanding, as
well as to socially beneficial, peace-foster-

ing, and Earth-friendly ways of life.

We invite all men and women, whether

religious or not, to do the same.
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extend rights to their citizens, civil society often takes on a prophetic
role as the body politic struggles to identify and secure basic rights
and meet unfulfilled needs. Such organizations act regionally and
globally as monitors—and sometimes as guarantors—of the free-
doms, rights, and the very survival of individual citizens. In time, the
civil social process can come both to exemplify and to sustain the
ethical character and pubilic life of a society.

As individual citizens facing larger societal dynamics and world
events, we may often feel that our voices are not heard and our
actions are viewed as inconsequential. Yet movements bringing
transformation most often have arisen from the grassroots, because
it is at this most vital level that rights, needs, and responsibilities are
brought into sharpest relief. Because its lifeblood is voluntary as-
sociation, civil society is an expression of the grassroots. Choosing
to associate with others in common cause amplifies our voices and
strengthens our actions. Speaking and acting in concert with others,
we make a difference in the world.

In itself, civil society is never complete or perfect. It is grounded in
the reality that communities—whether rural or urban—are not simply
spaces occupied by numbers of discrete people but hubs where
history, habits, and harbingers converge. Thus, the chief task of civil
society is to broaden the scope of citizen participation, to mediate
between the community and the state, and to deepen the pluralis-
tic exchange of ideas. Organizations of civil society have a special
responsibility to cultivate and demonstrate moral leadership if they
are to contribute to the elevation of public discourse and collective
action on behalf of a better world.

We call on the organizations of civil society to develop practical
ways to engage creatively with other guiding institutions in pursuit of
a just, peaceful, and sustainable world.

In this spirit, we invite all individuals, communities, groups, and
organizations engaged with the organizations of civil society to reas-
sess their roles for the next century.

Each is invited:

...to operate on principles of transparency, democracy, account-
ability, and cooperation;

...to exemplify and cultivate moral leadership through thoughtful,
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consistent service and advocacy;

...to commit to service to a larger social good, rather than to the
self-interest of a particular group;

...to establish firm, friendly, supportive alliances among them-
selves, toward eventual collaboration in support of larger
constituencies and causes;

...to work together with other guiding institutions to assure the
poor, the illiterate, and the inarticulate a strong, cogent voice in
the public forum;

...to broaden access to participation in civil society, with particu-
lar outreach to women, to youth, to indigenous peoples, and to
the physically or mentally challenged;

...to clear the public forum of all assumptions that disagreement
is equivalent to treason, so that opinion and action are neither
compelled nor withheld out of fear;

...to listen to critics and consult with opponents, and to attend
patiently to internal controversy, promoting the active, positive
agency of each individual and group;

...to make dialogue possible and promising where it seems most
unlikely, especially among groups that consider themselves
long-standing rivals for power, prestige, or pride of place;

...to help establish new templates of interaction and participation
as they expand their partnerships with national governments
and international agencies, so that cooperative, inclusive, and
non-adversarial approaches to decision making become the
norm at every level of society.
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ENDORSEMENT

As persons reflecting the broad diversity of the Earth’s religious, spiritual, cultural, ethnic,
and racial communities, we the undersigned join with the Council for a Parliament of the
World’s Religions in issuing this Call to Our Guiding Institutions.

We embrace the spirit of this document.
We applaud its invitation to creative engagement.
We commit ourselves to the realization of its aims.

We seek to serve as role models and exampleswithin the institutions with which we are
engaged.

We urge all thoughtful and concerned persons to join with us.

For more information about the 1999 Parliament or A Call to Our Guiding Institutions:

Council for a Parliament of the World’s Religions
Post Office Box 1630 e Chicago, lllinois 60690-1630 ¢ U.S.A.

Office: 70 East Lake Street, Suite 205
Telephone: 312 629-2990

Fax: 312 629-2991 / 3552

e-mail: 99info@cpwr.org

web site: WWW.CpWr.org

A Call to Our Guiding Institutions, page 37



