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Research Question: How is America’s Civil Religion shifting in the 21st century? What are
the implications of these shifts on the role America in the world and how Americans relate to
their civic system?

Conclusion: Presidential inaugural addresses in the 21st century reveal a steady decline in the
conception of America as a “city upon a hill” as evidenced by a growing discomfort with
exporting American values abroad. To move beyond this disillusioned period in American
history, politics must be re-enchanted with a religious passion for the country. Americans
must recommit themselves to a belief in their divine obligation to craft exceptionally moral,
pluralistic society. Zealous belief in such a mission is a crucial step towards actualizing it.

Analysis of 21st Century Presidential Inaugural Addresses:
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