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Katherine Marshall introduces the topic and the speakers.  
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Workshop on Global Development and Religion in Senegal 
 
Research programs on development and religion in Senegal were the topic of a workshop 
convened on January 13-14, 2015 by the World Faiths Development Dialogue (WFDD) and the 
Berkley Center for Religion, Peace, and World Affairs at Georgetown University. This research 
is supported by the Henry R. Luce Foundation. The workshop explored objectives, scope, and 
especially sector and issue focus. The consultation brought together 12 leading scholars and 
development practitioners with experience or interest in issues at the intersection of religion and 
international development in Senegal (see Annex). Abdoul Aziz Kebe was unfortunately unable 
to participate at the last minute because of illness and Mohammed Elsanousi participated only 
briefly because of an urgent operational event in Africa. All participants contributed actively to 
the discussions (there were no advance papers or formal presentations) and several have 
followed up with specific counsel on areas of focus and relevant research materials. 
 
Engaging diverse perspectives and expertise, the workshop involved explored issues facing 
contemporary Senegal and situated planned research within the context of those challenges and 
specifically their various religious links. It focused on the important but often concealed religious 
dimensions of central development topics, looking to useful operational insights.  
 
The core project scope and objectives that the Berkley Center and WFDD are pursuing were 
affirmed. Senegal’s diverse contemporary religious landscape and the direct, and often changing, 
role of religious institutions in many development sectors are not well studied and are rarely 
integrated in policy discussions. A first and central challenge is thus to situate the roles of 
religious communities and leaders in Senegal’s dynamic development landscape. This is 
complicated by the poor cooperation typical among most secular institutions and religious 
communities and the often decentralized character of religious institutions.  
 
Continuing exchange is planned and the workshop participants will constitute an informal 
advisory group that can offer feedback and direction to the Berkley Center and WFDD as they 
continue work on Senegal. This note summarizes the discussions briefly, organized by central 
themes that arose in the course of the workshop discussion. 
 
OVERVIEW OF DISCUSSION 
 
Understanding religious institutions and communities 
A first task is to produce a country “mapping” that provides an up-to-date and reasonably 
comprehensive overview of religious institutions, leaders, and other actors, that also illuminates 
their roles in development (accepting that the term is broad and differently understood in 
different quarters). There was general agreement that, while there is quite substantial research 
about Senegal’s contemporary religious institutions and trends, this knowledge tends to focus on 
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Seamus Finn outlines how he sees the challenge and its links to religious teachings. 



 



 

Jo-Marie Griesgraber reflects on why she focuses on the rules governing finance. 



 

http://www.globalfinancialimpact.org/


 

Seamus Finn on finance and responsibility. 



 



 

Time for Questions:  
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❖ 

❖ 

❖ 

❖ 

❖ 
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Seamus Finn responds. 



 

And Jo-Marie Griesgraber focuses on the preferential option for the poor. 
 

Seamus Finn focuses on human rights issues. 

 



 

Jo-Marie Griesgraber comments on countries with the most positive records.  
 

 
Seamus Finn on global financial governance. 
 



 

Jo-Marie Griesgraber asks Seamus Finn about taxes. 

Seamus Finn replies. 

Jo-Marie Griesgraber adds. 
 



 

Father Finn concludes. 

Jo-Marie Griesgraber concludes. 
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