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Rebuilding for the Future 
Timeline of Events 

 

September 11, 2001 – Terrorists destroy the World Trade Center, the site of which becomes 

known as “Ground Zero”; St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church is also destroyed when the Twin 

Towers collapse; rescue operations begin immediately upon the onset of the attacks. 

 

September 12, 2001 – The New York City Department of Design and Construction and the 

Structural Engineers Association of New York begin planning and executing the recovery and 

debris removal. 

 

December 12, 2001 – The final fires in the debris are extinguished.  

 

May 30, 2002 – The last piece of debris, a support beam from the South Tower, was removed 

during a ceremony marking the end of the clean-up operation. 

 

February 26, 2003 – The Lower Manhattan Development Corporation selects the proposal of 

architect Daniel Libeskind for rebuilding the World Trade Center, including a 1,776-foot 

Freedom Tower (One World Trade Center) and a sunken memorial garden. 

 

January 6, 2004 – Michael Arad and Peter Walker’s proposal for a 9/11 memorial, entitled 

“Reflecting Absence”, is selected, entailing two squares of waterfalls that sit in the footprints of 

the Twin Towers along with a museum. 

 

July 4, 2004 – The cornerstone of the Freedom Tower is laid in place; numerous controversies, 

from construction costs to design criticisms, stall any further construction on the Freedom Tower 

for nearly two years, until June 2006. 

 

May 23, 2006 – The new 7 World Trade Center, a 52-story building that replaced the previous 7 

World Trade Center that collapsed during the 9/11 attacks, officially opens after construction is 

completed. 

 

December 19, 2006 – Construction workers erect several steel beams for the Freedom Tower 

after the public was invited to sign them, marking the first vertical construction on the Freedom 

Tower. 

 

July 23, 2008 – The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America and the Port Authority of New 

York and New Jersey reach a tentative deal in which the Port Authority agrees to purchase the 

former plot of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and provide a slightly larger plot of land for 

a rebuilt church nearby along with up to $20 million for rebuilding. 

 

March 18, 2009 – The Port Authority announces that it has withdrawn from its tentative 

agreement with the leadership of St. Nicholas, is ending all discussions with the church 

leadership, and does not plan to assist in rebuilding the church.  
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December 8, 2009 – The New York Times runs a story about plans to construct a Muslim 

community center in Lower Manhattan at a space already used for Muslim worship two blocks 

from the World Trade Center site; anti-Islam blogger Pamela Geller first blogs about the planned 

development on her Atlas Shrugs blog; otherwise, little public interest is shown in the story. 

 

December 21, 2009 – Geller first uses the term “Mosque at Ground Zero” to describe Park51, 

inaugurating the moniker “Ground Zero Mosque” to refer to the development. 

 

May 25, 2010 – Manhattan Community Board #1 endorses the Park51 project, then known as 

the Cordoba Initiative, in a non-binding resolution; the meeting was uncharacteristically raucous 

as numerous members of the public, many of whom were responding to Geller’s blogs on the 

issue, spoke out against the project, while others spoke for it. 

 

July 2010 – Pastor Terry Jones of Dove World Outreach Center in Gainesville, Florida 

announces his intent to lead his congregation in burning copies of the Qur’an on the ninth 

anniversary of the 9/11 attacks, an event he dubs “International Burn a Koran Day”; national and 

worldwide condemnation ensues. 

 

August 3, 2010 – The Landmarks Preservation Commission of New York City unanimously 

rejects granting landmark and historic building status to 45-47 Park Place (which is to be 

demolished as part of the Park51 project) after anti-Park51 activists lobbied the Commission in 

an unsuccessful effort to prevent the Park51 development from moving forward. 

 

August 4, 2010 – New York City firefighter Timothy Brown – one of the five people featured in 

the film Rebirth – files a suit in the New York State Supreme Court requesting that the Court 

nullify the Landmarks Preservation Commission’s decision. 

 

August 23, 2010 – Republican congressional candidate George Demos holds a rally in 

collaboration with former New York governor George Pataki and Greek Orthodox religious 

leaders calling for the rebuilding of St. Nicholas and portraying its unfortunate situation as tragic 

compared to the governmentally unhindered development of Park51. 

 

September 7, 2010 – American religious leaders of many faiths gather at the National Press 

Club in Washington, DC to issue the statement “Beyond Park 51”, condemning the rise of 

Islamophobia across the U.S. 

 

September 11, 2010 – Demonstrations around Ground Zero both in opposition to and in support 

of Park51 make the events of the ninth anniversary of 9/11 oddly heated; Pastor Terry Jones 

announces that he and his congregation will not burn any Qur’ans. 

 

October 17-24, 2010 – The Islamic Leadership Council of New York organizes a “Week of 

Dialogue” to foster non-Muslim understanding of the Muslim community. 

 

March 20, 2011 – Pastor Terry Jones oversees the burning of a Qur’an. 
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March 31, 2011 – The New York Times runs a story exposing the opposition of some relatives of 

9/11 victims to the plans to inter the unidentified human remains from Ground Zero in a 

repository at the bedrock level of the National September 11 Memorial & Museum.  

 

April 1, 2011 – Thousands of protesters in Afghanistan overrun the United Nations compound in 

Mazar-i-Sharif, killing 14 people in retaliation for Jones’ Qur’an burning. 

 

September 11, 2011 – The National September 11 Memorial & Museum officially opens ten 

years after the 9/11 attacks. 

 

November 1, 2013 (estimated) – Construction on the Freedom Tower completed. 

 

January 2014 (estimated) – The Freedom Tower officially opens. 

 

 


