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Rebuilding for the Future 
Key Terms 

 

Freedom of religion – The freedom of individuals and religious groups to profess and practice 

the faith of their choosing openly and without government persecution. Religious freedom also 

entails the right of religious communities to build houses of worship. The only generally 

accepted restriction on religious freedom is that one’s religious practices cannot endanger the 

welfare of others. Religious freedom is generally recognized as a fundamental human right, and 

is enshrined in the U.S. Constitution’s First Amendment, which states: “Congress shall make no 

law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging 

the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 

petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” 

 

Greek Orthodox Christianity in the U.S. – Greek Orthodox Christianity is an ecclesiastic-

cultural affiliation within Orthodox Christianity, which is a prominent denomination of 

Christianity that stresses the importance of theosis – the lifelong process of drawing oneself 

nearer to God – as well as liturgical and doctrinal differences, particularly in regard to the nature 

of the Christian Trinity, that differentiate it from Western Christianity. Orthodox Christianity, 

which split from Western Christianity in the Great Schism of 1054, recognizes the Patriarch of 

Constantinople as “first among equals,” though each archdiocese is technically self-governing. In 

the U.S., Greek Orthodoxy is represented by the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, 

which includes 540 parishes across the country with an estimated total of between 440,000 and 2 

million members. The first permanent Greek Orthodox community in the U.S. was founded in 

1892 in New York City, though Greek Orthodox colonists and immigrants began arriving in 

what would become the U.S. in 1768. The American archdiocese was formally created in 1921 

and was recognized by the State of New York in 1922, shortly after the construction of St. 

Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church in Lower Manhattan. For many Americans, Greek Orthodoxy 

is not a visible part of American Christianity, leading to a general unfamiliarity with this 

religious community among average Americans. 

 

Islamization/Islamification – The process of a society becoming increasingly influenced by 

Islam until the society as a whole has converted to the faith. In non-Muslim societies, the term 

suggests the supplanting of the present non-Muslim religious order by Islam. In Muslim 

societies, Islamization often refers to the growth of conservative Islamism within previously 

moderate or heterogeneous Muslim societies. The term is controversial in the West and the U.S. 

in particular, as anti-Islam activists seek to spread fear of Islamization while most mainstream 

analysts deny that any significant Islamization is actually occurring. 

 

Islamophobia – Fear of, hatred toward, or prejudice against Islam and Muslims. 

 

Memorial – An object that inspires memory of something, such as a person or event. Memorials 

are usually designed to honor a person or a group’s life, achievements, or sacrifices. The 

question of how best to honor a person or group of people can be controversial, as has been seen 

with the National September 11 Memorial & Museum. 
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Mosque – A house of worship for Muslims. Muslims may attend a mosque for their five daily 

prayers and for larger scale prayers and sermons on Fridays, the Muslim holy day. The presence 

of mosques in the West is sometimes controversial, as can be seen in the controversy over 

Park51, which is near Ground Zero in Manhattan. 

 


