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Intercultural and Interfaith Relations After 9/11 
Timeline of Events 

 

September 11, 2001, 8:46am-10:03am – The Islamist terrorist attacks on the World Trade 

Center, the Pentagon, and United Airlines Flight 93. 

 

September 11, 2001, approx. 11:15am – 11 leading American Muslim organizations issue a 

joint statement condemning the attacks. 

 

September 11–November 13, 2001 – A nine-week spike of anti-Muslim and anti-Arab hate 

crimes occurs across the U.S.  

 

September 12, 2001 – Prominent Egyptian Muslim scholar Yusuf al-Qaradawi issues a fatwa 

condemning the 9/11 attacks. 

 

September 13, 2001 – On the first day of school after the attacks, the New York City Board of 

Education implements a new and ultimately successful anti-bias curriculum to educate students 

against lashing out inappropriately after the attacks. 

 

September 14, 2001 – President Bush declares the day a National Day of Prayer and 

Remembrance and organizes an interfaith service at the National Cathedral in Washington, DC, 

including an address from Muslim cleric Muzammil H. Siddiqi. 

 

September 14, 2001 – “Deny them their victory: A religious response to terrorism”, an interfaith 

statement regarding how to respond to 9/11, is first published; within weeks, 4,000 religious 

leaders of all faiths had signed onto the statement. 

 

September 14, 2001 – The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops and representatives of four 

national Muslim groups – Islamic Society of North America, American Muslim Council, Islamic 

Circle of North America, and Muslim American Society – issued a joint statement condemning 

the attacks and promoting intercultural harmony. 

 

September 17, 2001 – President Bush visits and speaks at the Islamic Center of Washington, DC 

to condemn anti-Muslim sentiments, marking one of only a very small number of presidential 

visits to a mosque in U.S. history. 

 

September 20, 2001 – President Bush hosts an unprecedented, hour-plus, closed-doors interfaith 

gathering at the White House, including representatives from every major faith in order to hear 

their perspectives, relate his commitment to prevent retaliatory crimes against Muslims and those 

who appear Muslim, and pray together. 

 

September 23, 2001 – The office of New York City Mayor Rudy Giuliani organizes an 

interfaith service at Yankee Stadium that is televised on numerous networks worldwide, with 

collaboration from the different religious groups of New York City. 

 

 


