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Intercultural and Interfaith Relations After 9/11 
Key Terms 

 

Hate crimes – A criminal offense committed against a person because of his or her membership 

in a particular social group, such as a race, ethnicity, nationality, religion, gender, sexual 

orientation, political affiliation, class, or social status. As such, hate crimes are also known as 

bias-motivated crimes. Many countries have hate crime legislation to protect against such 

offenses. 

 

Intercultural/interreligious/interfaith relations – Interaction among people and groups of 

different cultures or religions, involving establishing and maintaining peaceful relations among 

different communities through outreach, cooperation, and displays of friendship and peaceful 

intentions. 

 

American Muslims – American citizens who practice the faith tradition of Islam, as well as 

Muslim immigrants who have not yet become citizens. The size of the American Muslim 

community is unknown, with estimate ranging from 1.3 million to 7 million people, representing 

anywhere from 0.6% to 2.3% of the U.S. population. American Muslims are a diverse group: at 

least half are Sunni, and at least 16% are Shi’a; African-Americans represent 25% of American 

Muslims, 34% are immigrants from South Asia, 26% are Arab, and the remaining 15% are a mix 

of other groups; all four schools of Islamic jurisprudence are present among American mosques. 

Most Muslim clerics are immigrants since there are few Muslim seminaries in the U.S. The 

American Muslim community has faced increased hostility from the non-Muslim population 

since 9/11, but American Muslims still generally tend to have education and income levels above 

the national average. 

 

Culture war – A term used loosely today by some social and political commentators to describe 

the ideological divide between conservatives/traditionalists and liberals/progressives in 

American society and politics. While this term has been used to describe a variety of conflicts in 

different times and cultures, the current idea of an American culture war suggests that American 

society has become polarized on a number of prominent value-issues, such as abortion, 

separation of church and state, gun control, homosexuality, recreational drug use, privacy, and 

censorship. Since 9/11, this liberal-conservative divide has also been evident in discussions of 

the civil rights of Muslims and social attitudes toward Muslims. Not all people agree with the 

characterization of American social and political divides as a “culture war”. 

 


