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The Road to 9/11 and the Day of the Attacks 
Timeline of Events 

 
May 14, 1948 – The State of Israel declares independence, upsetting local Muslim Palestinians 

and uniting most of the Arab and Muslim worlds against Israel; the U.S. quickly recognizes 
Israeli sovereignty and provides multi- faceted support to Israel from this point forth, leading 

distrust of the U.S. to become a part of Muslim hostility toward Israel.  
 

December 27, 1979 – The Soviet Union invades Afghanistan; calls for Muslim warriors 

(mujahideen) to travel to Afghanistan to repel the Soviets go out across the Muslim world.  
 

Late 1979 – Osama bin Laden leaves Saudi Arabia for Afghanistan to assist “Arab-Afghan” 
volunteers. 
 

May 15, 1988 – February 15, 1989 – The Soviet Union withdraws its forces from Afghanistan 
after being unable to defeat the insurgency of the Afghan Mujahideen and the Arab-Afghan 

volunteers, both of whom benefited to varying degrees from support from the U.S. and other 
Western countries as well as Pakistan and Saudi Arabia. 
 

August 1988 – Osama bin Laden forms al-Qaeda in a meeting with leaders of the Islamist 
terrorist group Egyptian Islamic Jihad with the goal of extending their jihad (a term Islamist 

militants interpret to mean “holy war”) beyond Afghanistan once the Soviets have withdrawn 
from the country. 
 

August 1990 – Back in Saudi Arabia, Osama bin Laden turns against the Saudi royal family 
after King Fahd allowed the U.S. to establish military bases in Saudi Arabia as part of the 

international effort to repel the invasion of Kuwait by Saddam Hussein’s Iraq in the Gulf War.  
 
January 1995 – Philippine investigators uncover the Bojinka plot, a planned series of attacks 

masterminded by al-Qaeda operatives Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and Ramzi Yousef, including 
plans to blow up 12 commercial airliners in midair, crash a plane into the headquarters of the 

American Central Intelligence Agency, and assassinate Pope John Paul II. It is believed 
Mohammed later evolved this plot into 9/11.  
 

August 1996 – Osama bin Laden issues his fatwa “Declaration of War against the Americans 
Occupying the Land of the Two Holy Places.” 

 
February 23, 1998 – Osama bin Laden and several other terrorist leaders jointly issue a fatwa 
that seeks to convince Muslims to kill Americans and Jews wherever they are found. 

 
August 7, 1998 – Operatives of al-Qaeda affiliate Egyptian Islamic Jihad simultaneously 

explode truck bombs outside the U.S. embassies in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania and Nairobi, Kenya, 
killing nearly 300 people and injuring thousands; the FBI places Osama bin Laden on its Ten 
Most Wanted list for the first time. 
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December 1999 – February 2000 – Future 9/11 hijackers Mohammed Atta, Ziad Jarraf, and 
Marwan al-Shehhi, along with others, visit Afghanistan and meet with Osama bin Laden, who 

chooses them to participate in the 9/11 plot, and train at al-Qaeda bases. 
 

January – December 2000 – The primary hijackers for 9/11 enter the United States and many 
attend pilot training. 
 

October 12, 2000 – An al-Qaeda suicide bomber attacks the American warship USS Cole while 
it is at port in Aden, Yemen, killing 17 American sailors and injuring 39.  

 
August 6, 2001 – President George W. Bush receives a President’s Daily Brief from the CIA 
entitled “Bin Laden Determine To Strike in US”.  

 

 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2001 

 

8:14 – 8:19 am – Five terrorists hijack American Airlines Flight 11.  
 

8:20 am – The FAA determines that American Airlines Flight 11 has likely been hijacked.  
 
8:37 am – The FAA informs NORAD of the hijacking of Flight 11 and requests military 

assistance. 
 
8:42 – 8:46 am – Five terrorists hijack United Airlines Flight 175.  

 
8:46 am – The Northeast Air Defense Section (NEADS) of NORAD, which has jurisdiction over 

all the airspace in which the hijackings and attacks will take place, scrambles two F-15 fighter 
jets in an attempt to intercept Flight 11, but because the location of Flight 11 cannot be 
determined (the hijackers of all flights were trained to turn off the planes’ transponders to avoid 

detection), the F-15s fly aimlessly for nearly 30 minutes.  
 

8:46 am – Flight 11 crashes into the North Tower of the World Trade Center.  
 
8:50 – 8:54 am – Five terrorists hijack American Airlines Flight 77.  

 
9:03 am – Flight 175 crashes into the South Tower of the World Trade Center.  

 
9:03 am – The FAA notifies NEADS that Flight 175 has been hijacked.  
 

9:05 am – President George W. Bush, visiting an elementary school in Florida, first learns that 
the United States is definitively under attack.  

 
9:13 am – The F-15s scrambled by NEADS begin an air patrol over Manhattan. 
 

9:17 am – CBS News correspondent Jim Stewart is the first to report that Osama bin Laden is a 
probable suspect behind the ongoing attacks.  
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9:24 am – The FAA notifies NEADS of the hijacking of Flight 77 but makes no request for 

military assistance for Flight 77 or Flight 93.  
 

9:28 am – Four terrorists hijack United Airlines Flight 93.  
 
9:29 am – President Bush makes his first public statement on the attacks, then proceeds to 

conduct business from Air Force One and a number of military bases across the country for most 
of the day to remain operationally effective while maintaining presidential security protocol.  

 
9:37 am – Flight 77 crashes into the western side of the Pentagon. 
 

9:57 am – Passengers on Flight 93 begin an uprising against the hijackers.  
 

9:59 am – The South Tower of the World Trade Center collapses.  
 
10:03 am – The passengers and hijackers of Flight 93 crash the aircraft into a field in rural 

Pennsylvania during their hostilities, preventing the hijackers from reaching their intended target 
of either the Capitol Building or the White House in Washington, DC. 

 
10:07 am – NORAD, which has a set of fighter jets over Washington, DC, hears of the hijacking 
of Flight 93 for the first time. 

 
10:10 – 10:20 am – President George W. Bush and Vice President Dick Cheney issue 

commands for military aircraft to engage any non-military aircraft that have been verified to 
have been hijacked. 
 

10:28 am – The North Tower of the World Trade Center collapses.  
 

10:31 am – NORAD first relays Vice President Cheney’s order to shoot down hijacked aircraft 
to NEADS. 
 

5:20 pm – The 47-storey 7 World Trade Center building collapses after being damaged by debris 
from the collapses of the Twin Towers.  

 
8:30 pm – After jetting from one military base to another across the country for most of the day, 
President Bush delivers a televised address to the nation from the White House.  

 
9:00 pm – In a meeting with his full National Security Council, intelligence leads to the 

conclusion that Osama bin Laden was behind the attacks, and President Bush sets planning in 
motion to military engage the Taliban government of Afghanistan in order to go after al-Qaeda. 
 


